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In 1993, before the formation of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC), efforts to
revitalize the downtown were already under-
way, but as a grass roots entity. It wasn’t until
1996, following the passage of a local ordinance
establishing the downtown Special Improve-
ment District (SID), that major revitalization
efforts took place. The DWC annual budget of
almost $300,000 is funded entirely by over 200
property owners in the area and is governed by
a volunteer board and a staff of two including
Executive Director Sherry Cronin.

Mrs. Cronin has lived in Westfield for 14
years. She and her husband, John, are the
parents of two boys, Daniel, seven, and Evan,
18 months.

She brings an incredible amount of enthusi-
asm to her job and it is evident that she is
passionate about what she does. “My life is all
about service. This job fits well into that state-
ment,” Mrs. Cronin said. “I came here and
haven’t put my head up yet.” Her list of accom-
plishments and generous donation of time and
effort to the community emphasize her claim.

Along with her parenting responsibilities,
Mrs. Cronin puts in a 60-hour work week, has
served on the Parking Advisory Committee,
the September 11 Memorial Committee and
the Visiting Health Service Board to name a
few.

Mrs. Cronin has been with the DWC from
pretty much the first day. She was a volunteer
for three years on the design committee before
becoming the executive director. “I never had
any intention of becoming a full-time em-
ployee for the DWC,” she admitted. But

when a national search failed to produce a
suitable candidate, the board realized it never
had to look any further than its own backyard.
Sherry was formally interviewed and the job
was hers.

Three years later, she has much to be proud
of. Westfield is now a Designated MainStreet
Community, through a National Trust for
Historic Preservation grant program, along
with 18 other communities in New Jersey.
There are only 1,600 Designated Main Street
Communities in the nation. She will be trav-
eling to Albuquerque, N.M. this month to
represent Westfield as a semi-finalist in the
Great American MainStreet Award, a national
award bringing with it prestige for the com-
munity as well as a $2,500 cash award.

There are numerous activities throughout
the year hosted by the DWC including the
Downtown Westfield 5K and Pizza Extrava-
ganza, Sweet Sounds Downtown jazz festival
and Welcome Home to Westfield holiday
activities. Volunteers are always welcome.

The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) is a non-profit, voluntary organiza-
tion, separate from the DWC, made up of
professionals, merchants, doctors, lawyers and
financial institutions whose mission is to pro-
vide businesses in the area the opportunity to
succeed. Along with Westfield, the WACC
includes the surrounding towns of Garwood,
Mountainside, Cranford and Clark. It has
been serving the area since 1949.

The WACC is managed by a board of
directors, made up of 12 active members and
governed by Executive Director Allison
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