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• No Minimum Balance Requirement

• No Monthly Maintenance Fee

• No Per Check Charge

• No service fees for Town Bank customers using our ATM

• Access your money at thousands of ATMs

• FREE First Order of Checks

• Checks Returned with Statement

• Convenient Banking Hours

• Telephone Banking

• Town Bank VISA® Check Card

Our Personal Checking Offers:

For additional information, or to open your account, please contact a qualified
Personal Banker at The Town Bank of  Westfield.

Other special services may apply to this account

TOTALLY Free
PERSONAL CHECKING

Elm Street Office
44 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ 07090

Phone: (908)518-9333

Headquarters
520 South Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090

Phone: (908)301-0800
www.townbank.com
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Perhaps one of the busiest departments at
Town Hall, the municipal court and viola-
tions bureau processes all tickets written in
town, takes complaints from residents, and
holds six court sessions a month.

Municipal Judge Brenda Cuba is a graduate
of the Benjamin A. Cardoza School of Law in
New York and has been an attorney since
1981.

She served as assistant prosecutor in Essex
County for five years and started her own
practice in 1986. In her practice, she handled
a lot of criminal defense cases on both the state
and federal levels.

In 2000, she was appointed the municipal
prosecutor in Westfield, and in 2003 was
appointed judge.

A Westfield resident since 1976, she has a
son attending Westfield High School.

The municipal court hears all non-indict-
able offenses. According to Judge Cuba most
of what court personnel see is shoplifting,
underage alcohol use, motor vehicle viola-
tions and disorderly persons cases. “I see a fair
amount (of domestic violence cases), more
than what’s realized,” said Judge Cuba. But
what takes the most time are Driving While
Intoxicated (DWI) cases. Judge Cuba said
that one case took 19 hours.

All indictable offenses are sent to the county,
but have to be signed off on by the town. The
county could, however, downgrade the of-
fense and send it back to the town to be heard.

On top of hearing regular cases when court
is in session, Judge Cuba is on call 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. She is called when bail
is needed or a decision needs to be made
whether or not to issue a temporary restrain-
ing order. She also covers other towns, such as
Mountainside, Springfield and Plainfield as
backup to their judges.

When Linda Chieffo’s daughter was five,
she used to tell people that Mommy had to go
to court when she was being picked up in a
police car; what she neglected to tell people is
that her mother works there as the Court
Administrator.

Also in the office is a violations clerk, a
scheduling clerk, two deputy court adminis-
trators and a part-time employee who’s job is
to input summonses. Christine Nugent is the
Municipal Prosecutor and Robert Stahl is the

Public Defender - both positions are one-year
appointments by the town council.

“We have an ex-
cellent staff,” Ms.
Chieffo said. “Some-
times I can’t get them
to go home.”

“Without them
the court couldn’t
function properly,”
Judge Cuba said of
the staff.

“Whatever hap-
pens out on the streets
affects this office,”
Judge Cuba said.

The department
has seen large in-
creases in the number of violations. From
2002 to 2003, there was a 72 percent increase
in the number of parking tickets being writ-
ten, a 3 percent increase in moving violations,
and a 29 percent increase in DWI offenses.

“Even though we have an increase in the
volume (of cases), I see it as the intention to
keep the town in an atmosphere with a good
quality of life,” Judge Cuba said.

the person who informed them and follow up on
the situation. All information given is held in the
strictest confidence and is not disclosed, as the
department is not required to give out informa-
tion, the way other agencies are required to
under the Freedom of Information Act.

Inspectors are on call 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. If a true emergency arises after
hours, such as a resident has no heat or has
encountered a food establishment illness, they
should contact their local police department,
and the police will put them in touch with the
health inspector who is on call at that time.

Two full-time secretaries, with the titles
Registrar and Deputy Registrar of Vital Statis-
tics, who process official documents such as
births, deaths and marriages for Westfield only,
staff the office of the health department.

A website is available for more information,
and is updated monthly with information on
programs and services available:
www.westfieldnj.net/health.
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