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For its 32nd edition of This is Westfield,
The Westfield Leader has chosen to profile
municipal departments and employees who
provide the services to the residents of
Westfield. I could not think of
a better group of people to be
recognized as we celebrate our
101st year as a Town.

For 101 years, Westfield has
prided itself on being the quint-
essential New Jersey suburb.
Our rich history, tree-lined
streets, beautiful parks and the
small town friendliness are all a
part of what attracts people to
our community. With just over
10,000 households and almost
30,000 residents, the munici-
pal government has a large
population to serve; and as you will see in this
publication, the town employees serve it well.

The governing body of the Town of Westfield
consists of the mayor and eight council people.
Two council members are elected from each of
the four wards while the mayor is elected at
large. Terms are four years long with elections
being staggered for the council members and
are held every other year. 2004 will be the first
time that we will not have any general elec-

tions for council members. Council members
from the past and the present are truly dedi-
cated volunteers for the community and con-
tinue to serve the Town of Westfield through

their unselfish commitment
and leadership for the famous
salary of $1 a year.

The town has been fortu-
nate to have an outstanding
staff and dedicated employees
who continue to provide ex-
cellent services for the town.
Special note must go to the
Office of Administration staff,
who pride themselves on ex-
cellent customer service and
have set the example for the
rest of the staff. Our Town
Administrator, James Gildea,

has proven to be an excellent leader and an
outstanding individual to lead our town in its
daily operations.

As the mayor, I have had the pleasure of
working with many of the staff members
directly. We have a wealth of talented indi-
viduals and dedicated staff members who
continue our tradition of courteous and
prompt customer service and the motivation
for the Town of Westfield to move forward.
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Welcome to This Is Westfield, our 32nd
annual edition of this special publication by
The Westfield Leader newspaper.

Westfield prides itself in good government
with an active citizenry. It’s a tradition and a
“good thing”. Government and those who
accomplish it, day to day, sel-
dom receive tribute. Although,
they assuredly receive atten-
tion when matters of contro-
versy may arise.

So this year, those serving
you behind the scenes are high-
lighted in this publication for
a job well done.

The town and the region
have outstanding leaders, pub-
lic servants, police and fire
departments, rescue squads,
judges, educators and admin-
istrators. From this, all things
flow — making the town an aspiration for
others.

Ninety percent of the town is comprised of
homeowners with families in beautiful tree-
lined neighborhoods and parks – a town
where children walk to school.

Westfield nurtures and enjoys hundreds of
organizations and clubs including those for
sports, culture, music and the arts. The down-
town is a bustling center for business and a
place of enjoyment. There are beautiful
churches and the magnificent Mindowaskin
Park.

More than anything else, Westfield is what

it is because of the people. No small wonder
that Eagleton Institute describes the 21st
Legislative district in which Westfield is the
largest town: “an affluent district boasting the
highest percentage of college graduates. It
leads all districts in personal income and the

value of its real estate property
per capita. District 21 ranked
second in the state for voter
turnout in the 2001 election.”

I thank our advertisers and
Marketing Director Fred
Lecomte for making this pub-
lication possible. It’s because
of you being a reader that the
newspaper enters 115 years in
business. We work well to-
gether.

The staff, photographers,
Assistant Publisher Dave
Corbin and editor Lauren Pass

worked hard and well for this publication.
Thank you.

Stop in and see us (251 North Avenue).
Park at the train station (north side). Visit
goleader.com and please remember to sub-
scribe.

Call me at (908) 232-4407 with your com-
ments or e-mail editor@goleader.com.

Regards,

Horace Corbin
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