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Comcast Cable Cost Presentation
Heard by Union County Mayors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An “a la carte” pricing payment for
local cable service would not to pro-
duce any savings to consumers,
Comcast Cable officials told Union
County mayors last week. A la carte
would offer subscribers the ability to
pay for the individual channels they
want as opposed to packages that are
currently sold to consumers.

A study conducted for the National
Cable & Telecommunications Com-
missions (NCTC) and submitted to
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) concluded that a la
carte would decrease the number of

cable networks while also diminish-
ing the quality and diversity of cable
programming. The NCTC represents
large cable operators like Comcast.

The American Cable Association,
representing smaller cable concerns,
has supported a la carte. The FCC is
conducting hearings in Washington,
D.C. and will issue its report to Con-
gress by Thursday, November 18.

Comcast representatives said the
cost charged to cable companies like
Comcast by operators of premium
channels (i.e., the History Channel,
ESPN, Disney Channel) is based on
the number of potential viewers.
Therefore, a person who only wants a

few premium channels would end up
paying the same for three offerings as
they would for the 30 or so channels
they get with a basic cable package.

For instance, under an a la carte
system, the Disney Channel in the
Pennsylvania market would cost $5.90
per month, while ESPN would be $15
by itself, according to Charlie Smith,
3rd, Area Government Director of Gov-
ernment/Community Affairs for
Comcast. Just two or three premium
channels together would cost the $30
per month consumers are currently
paying for the full basic cable pack-
age, which includes over 30 channels.

Mr. Smith said the cost to consum-
ers would increase due to higher per
channel costs from declining advertis-
ing revenues to cable networks, as
well as higher licensing and operating
fees.

“The consumer would actually be
spending more money and getting a
lot less,” said Mr. Smith, the guest
speaker at last week’s Union County
League of Municipalities meeting at
the Garwood Municipal Building.

According to Molly Adams, Comcast
Area Manager of Government and
Community Affairs, cable networks
have two streams of revenue – one from
advertisers and the other from fees
charged to cable operators like Comcast.
Advertising rates are based on potential
viewers for a channel.

“If you make people pay for some-
thing individually, there are far fewer
people that are going to take that,”
she said.

Speaking on concerns area resi-
dents have expressed about their cable
service, Mayors Al Morgan of New
Providence and Barbara Bilger of
Cranford said they have been ap-
proached by residents looking for
senior citizen discounts for cable ser-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING GOOD...Children enjoyed face painting, a petting zoo, rides and sand
art at the Westfield Chamber of Commerce’s annual Festifall on Sunday.

GOOD EATS...Many kinds of food were available to everyone who attended the
annual Festifall street fair in Westfield on Sunday.

Local Legislators Say Governor’s
New Pay To Play Order Falls Short

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last week Governor James
McGreevey signed an executive or-
der banning what is commonly known
as “pay to play.”

Pay to play occurs when corpora-
tions or major shareholders in corpo-
rations contribute funds to campaigns
or political committees in return for
government contracts.

The new executive order limits con-
tractors from working for the state or
county if they donated to a candidate or
committee and the project costs $17,500
or more. In his order Governor
McGreevey said that campaign dona-
tions are, “making elected state offi-
cials beholden to those contributors.”

“When a person or business inter-
est makes or solicits major contribu-
tions to obtain a contract awarded by
a government agency or independent

authority, this constitutes a violation
of the public’s trust in government
and raises legitimate public concerns
about whether the contract has been
awarded on the basis of merit,” the
order says.

The new order applies to all state
agencies, as well as county government.
This order expires on January 1, 2006.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21) told
The Westfield Leader, “we need to go
further.” He said that the municipali-
ties should be impacted as well and
he said he did not like that the execu-
tive order says that municipalities
can’t pass stricter laws.

Senator Kean said that the practice
of county committees putting money
into municipal political organizations
is not stopped by the Governor’s order.

This law puts the “democrats in a
box” according to Senator Kean. He
said that they passed a bill saying that

was as far as they could go, “now the
governor acknowledges the sham.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21) told The Leader, “it is a step
forward (but) I think many Democrat
power brokers are upset.”

He said that the order falls short of
complete pay to play reform and
should also apply to municipalities
and boards of education.

Campaign contributions are limited
by the New Jersey Election Law En-
forcement Commission (ELEC).
ELEC tracks all candidate and com-
mittee funds, as well as contributions.

However, the Legislative Leader-
ship Committee, State Political and
Municipal Party Committees have no
limits as to how much money they can
receive from other candidates or politi-
cal committees. This means that mon-
ies can be exchanged among the politi-

Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
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Police Respond to WF Station
Regarding Disturbance Call

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield authorities responded
to a disturbance call from NJ Tran-
sit police just after 7 p.m. Tuesday
night at the north side Westfield
train station.

Four police units responded to the
scene, since the nature of the distur-
bance was unknown at the time the
call came in, Lieutenant John Parizeau
of the Westfield Police Department
confirmed yesterday morning.

The disturbance was found to
involve a dispute over a fare be-
tween train personnel and a fe-
male passenger, according to Lieu-
tenant Parizeau. He said no ar-
rests were made and the matter
was settled at the scene.

In a second incident, police re-
sponded to a call at 12:30 a.m.
involving a man who was put off a
NJ Transit train in Westfield for
acting disorderly. No charges were
filed in that case either.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Despite Residents’, Council Concerns
Deck Financial Plan OK’d in 7-2 Vote

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tuesday night’s council meeting once
again centered around the proposed
parking deck at Prospect and Elm
Streets. This week’s meeting brought
with it the council’s 7-2 vote to approve
the financial model as a guide to help
voters make their decision on the Tues-
day, November 2, referendum.

First Ward Councilman and Finance
Committee Chairman Peter Echuasse
and Councilman Sal Caruana, a mem-
ber of the finance committee, were
the two “no” votes on the plan.

Councilman Echausse said that
unless there is a firm commitment
from the downtown property owners
to fund the deck the voters should
vote “no” in November.

“If they don’t, just call off the ref-
erendum,” he said.

He added that while the philosophy
and framework of the plan works, he
has concerns about the burden of the
cost is being laid on the backs of the
commuters, who will not benefit from
the deck. He also raised concerns with

the proposed 25-year length of the
bond.

Councilman Caruana said that the
plan is “flawed” and said other op-
tions have not been discussed among
the council members. He said that if
the $10 million bond is partially paid
with the over $2 million in land sales,
and is borrowed $8 million over 15
years, the town would save $5.1 mil-
lion in interest.

According to Councilman
Caruana, the town would have to
pay $770,000 a year, which is only
$30,000 more than the current
model shows in yearly payments.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst said that “we will never
please all of the people all of the
time” and that the council has done
its job. He said that the resolution
does not authorize the council to
build the deck, but presents the
plan to guide and assist the voters.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan said, “This vote is not an
endorsement of the plan and in no
way indicates how I will vote (on the

referendum.)” She said that she would
not make her decision on the project
until the voters decide.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that the passage of the
resolution does not mean that the
financials can’t be revisited or re-
vised if the voters approve the project
in November.

“Whether you agree or not, this
council gave you a model,” said Second
Ward Councilman Rafael Betancourt.

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky urged residents to read the
financial model, the school impact study
and the parking studies in order to make
an informed decision in November.

“If the referendum passes (the coun-
cil will) do more due diligence,” he
said.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman said that while he is “not a
member of WECARE” (Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible Devel-
opment) he “care(s) very much about
responsible development.” He said that
he would be voting “yes” on November
2 in order to do something about the
parking problem.

He said that he agrees “with a lot of
what Mr. Caruana said about going back
and looking at (the financial plan) again.”

Mayor McDermott said that the
town can “argue numbers until the
cows come home.” He said that once
the debt service is paid off on the deck
it would generate revenue, which
could be used to offset taxes.

The council vote
occurred after the open
discussion by citizens
where multiple mem-
bers of the public
spoke regarding the
parking deck. While
many said that they
would be voting “no”
on November 2, most
of the residents, in-
cluding those in favor
of the project raised
questions and con-
cerns with the finan-
cial model.

Jim Boyes, who was
a member of the
mayor’s Parking Ad-
visory Committee
(PAC), said that he
urges all residents to
vote “no” on the refer-

endum. He said while his name is on
the PAC’s report “(I) feel like I was
duped…(I) feel like the process was
not on the up and up.”

He said that many common sense
things are not being done to improve
parking, such as taking a deposit for
the parking wait list. He said that the
council is now taking “credit for im-
provements made in the eleventh
hour…what we have here is irrespon-
sible government.”

Jim Baker said that the mayor is
“more concerned with parking than
with children’s safety.”

Cynthia Foulke said that she is “con-
vinced we don’t have a parking crisis
(but) have a severe management prob-
lem.”

She raised concern that selling
property on both sides to the devel-
oper land locks the town property.
Ms. Foulke questioned that if some-
thing happens, such as a collapse,
how will the town get in to fix the
problem?

Beverly Mack questioned the re-
liability of the parking wait list since
she returned the letter she received
asking her if she wanted to remain on
the list, and said that she did not. Since
that time, she has received two offers
for a permit in the Watterson Street lot.

Allen Solomon said that he was
upset that Mayor McDermott met
alone with Desmon Associates, elimi-
nating the financial committee from

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
SPEAKING OUT...Westfield resident Jim Boyes, a former
member of the mayor’s Parking Advisory Committee,
urged residents to vote no on the referendum in November.
He also said that he felt he was “duped” with information
provided to the committee.

McDermott Honors RIS
For Blue Ribbon Award

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott visited Back-To-School
Night at Roosevelt Intermediate School
(RIS) on Tuesday to read a proclama-
tion congratulating the RIS commu-
nity for being awarded the United
States Department of Education’s pres-
tigious Blue Ribbon Award.

Mayor McDermott, who was intro-
duced to the packed auditorium by
Westfield Board of Education Vice
President Ginny Leiz, thanked the
Roosevelt staff for its “commitment to
providing an outstanding education.”

Roosevelt is just one of seven
schools in New Jersey to be awarded
the Blue Ribbon.

Prior to Mayor McDermott’s proc-
lamation, RIS Interim Principal
Stewart Carey took the stage to thank
the assembled school community for
its hard work in making the achieve-
ment possible.

“This was truly a team effort,” he
said. Mr. Carey thanked the Roosevelt
school students and parents, the board
of education, the staff, guidance coun-
selors, and teachers, who he says
“bring caring and commitment to its
highest levels.”

The Blue-Ribbon Schools Program
was established as part of the No
Child Left Behind Act. RIS in
Westfield is one of two schools in
Union County to receive the award.
The Union County Magnet High
School for Math, Science, and Tech-
nology in Scotch Plains was also se-
lected.

The other New Jersey schools
selected for the award are Branch
Brook Elementary School in Newark,

Chatham High School in Chatham,
Haddonfield Memorial High School
in Haddonfield, Princeton Charter
School in Princeton, Woodrow Wilson
School in Weehawken and Yeshiva of
North Jersey in River Edge.

According to the U.S. Department
of education website (www.ed.gov)
The No Child Left Behind - Blue
Ribbon Schools Program honors pub-
lic and private K-12 schools that are
either academically superior in their
states or that demonstrate dramatic
gains in student achievement.

U.S. Secretary of Education Rod
Paige wrote, “In keeping with the prin-
ciples of the No Child Left Behind Act,
we will reward schools based on stu-
dent achievement results, not process.
Schools chosen for the Blue Ribbon
will be ones that are meeting our mis-
sion to ensure every child learns, and no
child is left behind. Blue Ribbon recipi-
ents will be national models of excel-
lence that others can learn from.”

The new program requires schools
to meet either of two assessment
criteria: It recognizes schools that
have at least 40 percent of their
students from disadvantaged back-
grounds that dramatically improve
student performance in accordance
with state assessment systems; and
it rewards schools that score in the
top 10 percent on state assessments.

At least 50 percent must meet the
first criterion of having 40 percent of
the students from disadvantaged back-
grounds and showing dramatic im-
provement.

Recommendations of state chiefs
and the Council for American Private
Education (CAPE) are used for deter-
mining the award winners.

Fourth and Eighth Graders
In Mountainside Score Below
50 Percent Proficient in Math

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education,
Curriculum Coordinator/Supervisor
Angela Cosimano presented the dis-
trict test results for the Terra Nova,
GEPA (Grade Eight Proficiency As-
sessments) and NJASK (New Jersey
Assessment of Skills and Knowledge)
standardized tests.

The Terra Nova 2004 test results
showed the second grade claiming
the largest percentage of proficient
students with weaknesses in areas
such as problem solving and reason-
ing, as well as computation and esti-
mation.

The 2004 NJASK3 test results
for language arts showed a profi-
ciency rate of 88.2 percent for the
76 students tested, including 13
special education students. The
math results showed 23.7 percent
were advanced proficient, but only
a 67.1 percent proficiency rate for
the remainder of the general stu-
dent body with the special educa-
tion students claiming 69.2 per-
cent proficient.

The NJASK4 results for 2004
showed 88 percent proficient in lan-
guage arts, 40 percent proficient in
math, with 10 out of 75 students fall-
ing into the partially proficient cat-
egory.

The 2004 GEPA results showed
that the current high school freshman
scored 74 percent proficient in lan-
guage arts, 49 percent proficient in
math and 53 percent proficient in
science. Special education students
made up 11 percent of the student
body last year when the test was ad-
ministered.

In the public participation segment
of the meeting, two concerned fa-

thers confronted the board on the
odor still apparent in a few
Beechwood School first grade class-
rooms.

Last spring, the odor was thought
to be coming from the insulation on
the newly installed HVAC system.
Extensive tests were performed and
the “earthy” odor was deemed harm-
less. The insulation was replaced and
a thorough duct cleaning was per-
formed.

Complaints that the smell is still
evident prompted the parents to urge
the board to find the source of the
odor, not just mask it with charcoal
filters, as they are currently consider-
ing.

The next meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
will be on Tuesday, October 12 at 8
p.m.
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Van Syckel Portrait Returns Home
To County Courthouse in Elizabeth
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Since being removed
from the walls of the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth in the mid-
1950s, a portrait of Union County
Supreme Court Justice Bennett Van
Syckel returned to the place it called
home for almost 50 years.

A presentation of the portrait was
made during a special ceremony at
the courthouse on the morning of
September 27.

John White Alexander, a prominent
artist in the early 1900s, painted the
portrait, according to President of the
Union County Historical Society and
Chief Warrant Officer Lester Sargent.

Mr. Sargent told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “In the mid-1950s,
the freeholders needed more space,
so they divided the courtroom to cre-
ate two separate rooms. For some
unknown reason, they sent the por-
trait to the New Jersey State Mu-
seum, which later loaned it to the
Hunterdon County Courthouse which
had it for a few years.”

“When their courthouse was un-
dergoing reconstruction,” Mr. Sargent
continued, “the portrait was sent back
to the State Museum for restoration.”

In the meantime, the Union County
Bar Association had been paying to
have certain portraits of retired judges
returned to the county courthouse
collection in Elizabeth.

Alexander’s painting of Justice Van
Syckel, which is insured for $50,000,
was the first loan presented from the
State Museum in quite some time,
said Mr. Sargent.

Margaret Reilly, Director of Fine
Arts at the State Museum, helped
negotiate the transaction, however,
retired Supreme Court Justice Hon-
orable John Boyle was the true inspi-
ration for bringing it back to the
county, he noted.

“About 10 years ago,” said Mr.
Boyle, “a portrait committee com-
prised of judges and lawyers was
formed. Because the courthouse was
really bereft of any decoration, the
Assignment Judge suggested that we
acquire portraits to make the court-
house meaningful to enter.”

The committee set out to either
commission new portraits of old jus-
tices or to return old portraits to the
courthouse walls, according to Mr.
Boyle.

“It returned almost 100 years to the
month it was originally dedicated,”
he said, adding that the committee
members must often act as cold case
detectives, hunting down portraits
originally presented to the county
that have been misplaced.

As the centennial of the county
courthouse approaches, the Union
County Bar Association is striving to
acquire two other paintings that me-
morialize past jurists. Both portraits
were also misplaced around the 1950s,
said Mr. Sargent.

He said the association would also
like to see the return of two more
portraits – one of Governor Isaac
Williamson and his son New Jersey
Court Chancellor Benjamin
Williamson, both painted by promi-
nent artists.

The state will not release the por-
trait of Governor Williamson, accord-
ing to Mr. Boyle, because it is in-

cluded in the portrait collection of
other governors. And, although the
Williamson family, which was very
prominent in the county, specifically
wanted the paintings to be hung in
Union County, Ms. Reilly is not aware
of the whereabouts of the Benjamin
Williamson painting.

For now, however, having Justice
Van Syckel’s likeness back at the court-
house, where it joins a collection of 60
paintings, has been rewarding.

“It took us almost two years to get
this guy,” said Mr. Sargent.

Born in Bethlehem, Pa., Justice
Van Syckel was the son of Hunterdon
County land speculator and merchant
Aaron Van Syckel. The town of Van
Syckelville was named in his honor.

A father of five, Justice Van Syckel

WF Will Walk Youngsters
To School on October 6

WESTFIELD – Thousands of stu-
dents and parents from Westfield’s
elementary schools will walk to
school for “National Walk Our Chil-
dren to School Day” on Wednesday,
October 6.

This nationwide event is being
marked as an opportunity to redis-
cover walking to school as a safe and
healthy way for parents to spend some
quality time with their children.

A few days before the event, a
special raffle will be held at primary
schools. Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott will escort the winning
child to school.

Other raffle winners will find their
school principal or one of the
Westfield firefighters waiting at their
door in the morning to accompany
them to school, or even carry their
backpacks.

Last year, seven firefighters walked
a child to school, including Deputy
Fire Chief Daniel Kelly, Lieutenant
Timothy Brennan and Lieutenant
Scott Miller, and firefighters Daniel
Maglione, Firefighter Sawicki, David
Mazza and Firefighter McCormack.

All walkers are asked to wear some-

thing red on the way to school that
morning, so that they will be particu-
larly visible to passing cars.

“We hope that Walk Our Children
to School Day will give busy parents
a chance to discover the special plea-
sure of walking to school,” said Sara
Clarkson of Westfield’s BRAKES
(Bikers, Runners And Kids are En-
titled to Safety) Group.

“It’s a wonderful way to spend pre-
cious time with your children, to slow
down and walk at their pace, instead of
rushing frantically through the morn-
ing as so many of us do,” she added.

The BRAKES Group, a pedestrian
safety organization in Westfield, is
coordinating the town-wide event.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

...Anniversary
Sale!!!

Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 
Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Wow, Our 84th Year!  The Williams & Jackson 
Families have been running the nursery for Four 
Generations!. (Actually some of the 5th generation 
have now started to help out...Thanks Mel & Taylor for 
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great time to plant, as the roots will continue to grow 
and you’ll get a bigger plant for the following season.

Bring the family since Hayrides and our pumpkin 
picking patch are open on Thursday & Friday  from 3-
5pm and on the weekend from 10am-5pm. We have 
expanded our Maze, added fresh apples and Cider, and 
added spinart to the fun mix. Don’t forget about our 
scarecrow contest and a chance to win $500.. You 
have until October 9th to bring in an entry form. 
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was named Associate Justice of the
state Supreme Court in 1869, after
receiving his education from Rever-
end John Vanderveer and graduating
from what is currently known as
Princeton University in 1846. He
earned his law license in 1851 and
counselor degree three years later.

Widely regarded for his proficiency
in Constitutional and firm and fair
judgments, Justice Van Syckel was
appointed by Governor Woodrow
Wilson to a commission to research
the proposed abandonment of the
Morris Canal. He also helped to com-
pose the “Seven Sisters Act,” which
limited the activities of major state
trusts.

On December 20, 1921, Justice Van
Syckel died of bronchial pneumonia.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
After being stopped for motor ve-

hicle violations, James Curry, 51, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on North
Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take
a breathalyzer test. He was later re-
leased on his own recognizance.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Patrick Zlydak, 21, of Clark was

arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated, after being stopped
on Central Avenue for speeding. He
subsequently was released on his own
recognizance.

Underwear valued at approximately
$1,000 was reported stolen from an
East Broad Street business. The theft
occurred on September 23.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
A Boynton Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of her purse, which
contained $600 in cash along with
personal identification, from the lobby
of her apartment complex.

The manager of an East Broad Street
restaurant reported that $100 was stolen
from the business’ cash register. There
were no suspects in the case at press time.

A Springfield Avenue resident re-
ported that one or more unknown
individuals cracked the front wind-
shield of his motor vehicle while it
was parked in front of his house.

Lindsay Garner, 28, of Westfield
was arrested in the 600 block of Cen-
tral Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take a
breath test, after she was involved in a
motor vehicle accident. There were no
injuries and Garner was later released
on her own recognizance.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PICTURE PERFECT…During a special presentation on September 27, retired
justice John Boyle discussed the importance of a portrait of Supreme Court
Justice Bennett Van Syckel by John White Alexander that had been missing from
the Union County Courthouse since the mid-1950s and was recently returned to
the courthouse walls.
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Pay to Play

SEEKING VOTES…Candidate for the Seventh Congressional District, Steve
Brozak of Westfield, meets the crowd at the Festifall last Sunday in downtown
Westfield.

the discussions.
Roger Sullivan said that there are

credit, price and market risks in extend-
ing a bond for longer than 20 years. He
said that the funds from the sale of land
could not be segregated to offset debt
for a specific project, but that all debt
has equal access to the money.

Mr. Sullivan also said that the bond
issuer might not let the town control
what their payment is each year in the
case of a 25-year bond.

Cathy Salomon raised concern that
the employee waiting list has not been
verified and that the lots are not full now.

Robert Tarte said that if the govern-
ing body is to remain neutral, as the
mayor said two weeks ago, the reso-
lution should be withdrawn.

Sharon Stockwell presented the
council with a copy of a letter sent by
Arlene Gardner, as president of the
board of education last year, saying
that the mayor had made a verbal
promise to pay for any students who
may enter the school system that live
in the development associated with
the parking deck. The Payments In
Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) will be made,
instead of regular property taxes. 95
percent of those funds will go to off-
set the cost of the deck and 5 percent
will go to the county. None of the
funds have to go to the school board.

Mayor McDermott said that the
town does not have an agreement with
the board of education on the matter.

Tim Harrington, a downtown prop-
erty owner, said that the town is not
selling the land to the developer for
enough money. He said that he would
double the developer’s offer for the
Elm Street property and may double
the offer for Prospect Street.

During the meeting Town Admin-
istrator James Gildea said that the
current oversell of permits in lot three
has the lot filled to capacity, with
some permit holders unable to find
space. There are currently 680 per-
mits sold. He said that the current
waiting list is above 550.

Councilman Caruana pointed out
that even though the list was verified
over the summer, during the first of-
fering of permits there was a 40 per-
cent decline.

The council also had a closed ses-
sion to discuss Temple Emanu-El’s
lawsuit appealing the decision by the
Board of Adjustment denying their
application for a parking lot. Two
residents spoke on the matter during
the public meeting, and asked to be
consulted by the town. They are con-
cerned that the town will agree to a
settlement, when the residents spent
two years fighting the development.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WORKING ON IT...An emergency oil tank spillage repair had to be done at a
home on Harrison Avenue. The roof is being held up by steel beams and
temporary tanks had to be brought in for oil.
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Westfield Council Okays
Financial Plan in 7-2 Vote

Taylor Hogarth Spends
Orientation Volunteering

WESTFIELD – Taylor Hogarth, a
first-year student at Susquehanna
University in Selinsgrove, Pa. joined
other pupils, faculty and staff in par-
ticipating at volunteer project sites in
Selinsgrove and surrounding com-
munities on August 28.

Taylor is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Hogarth of Westfield.

The event, dubbed SU S.E.R.V.E.
(Susquehanna University Students Ex-
plore Regional Volunteer Experiences)
is intended to give students the oppor-
tunities to gain a sense of connected-
ness to the Susquehanna community
while working with their peers.

Magnet School Achieves
Blue Ribbon Distinction

By HORACE R. CORBIN and
MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Magnet High School for
Math, Science and Technology in
Scotch Plains is one of seven schools
in New Jersey to be distinguished as
a Blue Ribbon School.

Magnet High School Principal
James Stefankiewicz told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the school
was selected because high perfor-
mance on tests such as the SAT and
High School Proficiency Assessment
have consistently ranked the school
within the top 10 percent in the state.

Mr. Stefankiewicz said the school
was nominated by the state Depart-
ment of Education. In the past, he
indicated, schools were self-nomi-
nated. The application process con-
tinued until late August, when the
Magnet School was notified that it
had met Adequate Yearly Progress or
AYP standards under the No Child
Left Behind Act.

On September 17, Mr.
Stefankiewicz received a telephone
call informing him that the school
had earned Blue Ribbon distinction,
and the following day he received a
letter confirming the status.

“We’re thrilled,” he said. “It’s been
an amazing year for us. A year ago, we
received the Governor’s School of Ex-
cellence Award and later we were named
a Star School. We’re thrilled for our
kids because they work so hard and for
our staff, which is amazing, and the
hardest working group of professionals
I have had the pleasure to work with. I
am also thrilled for our parents as well.”

Mr. Stefankiewicz concluded,
“We’re still a fairly new school. When
we started out, parents took a chance
on us and their faith in us has paid off.
This award is an acknowledgement
to everyone who has ever been asso-
ciated with our school.”

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program
was established as part of the No
Child Left Behind Act.

According to the U.S. Department
of Education website (www.ed.gov),
the program honors public and pri-
vate K-12 schools that are either aca-

demically superior in their states or
that demonstrate dramatic gains in
student achievement.

U.S. Secretary of Education Rod
Paige said, “In keeping with the prin-
ciples of the No Child Left Behind
Act, we reward schools based on stu-
dent achievement results, not pro-
cess. Schools chosen for the Blue
Ribbon will be ones that are meeting
our mission to ensure every child
learns, and no child is left behind.”

Mr. Paige continued, “Blue Ribbon
recipients will be national models of
excellence that others can learn from.”

Other schools earning Blue Rib-
bon status include Branch Brook El-
ementary School in Newark, Chatham
High School in Chatham, Haddonfield
Memorial High School in
Haddonfield, Princeton Charter
School in Princeton, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield,
Woodrow Wilson School in
Weehawken and Yeshiva of North
Jersey in River Edge.

The new program, which requires
schools to meet either of two assess-
ment criteria, recognizes schools that
have at least 40 percent of their stu-
dents from disadvantaged back-
grounds that dramatically improve
student performance in accordance
with state assessment systems; and it
rewards schools that score in the top
10 percent on state assessments.

At least 50 percent must meet the
first requirement of having 40 per-
cent of the students from disadvan-
taged backgrounds and showing sig-
nificant improvement.

Recommendations of state chiefs
and the Council for American Private
Education are used for determining
the award winners.

cal parties, which could include money
from businesses who are contracted by
the state or county governments.

Phone calls to Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22) were not re-
turned as of press time.

vice. Mayor Bilger said the Cranford
Township Committee decided not to
move ahead with a resolution press-
ing for a senior discount after it was
learned that such a discount would
only increase the bills of other cable
subscribers.

In terms of products offered to con-
sumers, Mr. Smith noted that
Comcast’s newest product, the digi-
tal video recorder which can store up
to 40 hours of programming, will
soon be available to Comcast sub-
scribers. The company also plans to
roll out digital phone service next
year. Comcast currently offers cable,
digital cable, and high speed Internet
service to area residents.

On an unrelated issue, Springfield
Mayor Clara Herelik said township
residents have complained about
Comcast service trucks using
Springfield’s residential streets.

In an effort to assist towns in their
negotiations with municipal collec-
tive bargaining units, Gregory
McDermott, Westfield Mayor and
League Chairman, has asked mayors
to provide relevant contract informa-
tion to the league. Towns were asked
to submit information on when their
police, fire and public works union
contracts expire.

“It got to the point when towns
never knew what everyone else was
doing (with regard to contracts). We
felt that if we knew when everyone
else’s contracts were coming up, it
might give a town more ability in
strength by saying this is where we’re
going to go as a town and the sur-
rounding towns are going to follow
suit,” said Mayor McDermott.

He asked mayors to also provide
the length of contracts and the per-
centage of pay increase in contracts
once they are ratified by the various
municipal governments.

Union County mayors agreed to
look into renting a hotel suite for
November’s annual New Jersey
League of Municipalities convention.
The convention will be held Tuesday
through Friday, November 16 to 19,
at the Atlantic City Convention Cen-
ter. The Union County mayors are
looking to hold their gathering Tues-
day night starting around 10 p.m.


