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Photojournalism Portrays
Our Community Life

Publisher’s Note: Many residents
own digital cameras and enjoy pho-
tography. This provides an excellent
opportunity to enhance portraying
community life in our towns with pho-
tojournalism.

I invite you to showcase your work
by e-mailing your photographs to
editor@goleader.com for consider-
ation to be published in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Please remember to include the
“5Ws” for caption information –
“Who, What, When, Where and Why.”

Horace Corbin
Publisher
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BOE Calls for Moratorium on Budget
Cut; Increased Funds for Special Ed.

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, as expected, last Thurs-
day passed a resolution in response to
the controversial bill S-1701. The
board also enacted an additional reso-
lution, calling for the federal govern-
ment to contribute already-promised
dollars toward special education pro-
grams.

Detailed in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times over the past few
months, bill S-1701 aims to decrease
the allowable amount of free balance
for a school district from 3 percent to
2.5 percent. This was part of a series
of bills recently passed by the New
Jersey Legislature, and the direct im-
pact will soon be felt in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school system.

The Board of Education resolution
states that, among other things, the
mandated cut of approximately
$250,000 from the school board’s bud-
get will “force local districts to cut staff,
increase class sizes, cut programs and
extra-curricular activities, or halt needed
repairs on our facilities.”

Also, according to the resolution,
the savings per taxpayer will amount
to an average of $20.

The resolution calls for the New Jer-
sey Legislature to implement a morato-
rium on the bill in order to give the
schools more time to review their bud-
gets. Otherwise, the board maintained,
trimming $250,000 would not only re-

sult in staff and program cuts, but would
also impact negotiations with the Teach-
ers’ Association, slated for December.

Board of Education President Linda
Nelson stated that the aim of this reso-
lution was to simply ask the state for

help when it comes to budget manage-
ment and cost-effective solutions.

“What we tried to do...is to call on
legislation to provide ways for schools
to control their costs,” said Ms. Nelson.

Dunkin’ Donuts Expansion Earns
Green Light from FW Planning Bd.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

At its monthly meeting September
22, the Fanwood Planning and Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment approved an
application for Kowtow Inc., parent
company of Dunkin’ Donuts, to ex-
pand its store on South and Martine
Avenues.

The application included adding a
front vestibule, additional seating and
storage area. Two variances, one for
an oversized sign and one for addi-
tional height to the existing retaining
wall, were also approved.

Dunkin’ Donuts agreed to comply
with the board’s request to incorpo-
rate a Colonial-style façade to blend
in with the borough’s downtown Vic-
torian motif. Schematics of these
architectural features were presented
to the board.

The proposed extension will add
approximately 1,000 square feet to

the back of the store, which will elimi-
nate the trailers in the parking lot,
currently used for storage.

The board discussed the color
scheme for the exterior of the build-
ing at length, debating with the
applicant’s architect which colors
could be used and where. Dunkin’
Donuts’ colors are plum, tan and gray,
which the architect suggested for the

exterior façade. All the board mem-
bers agreed that they preferred more
subdued colors and limited use of
Dunkin’ Donuts’ logo colors. Dunkin’
Donuts agreed with the board’s rec-
ommendations to use mostly neutral
colors and subdued tones, with
Dunkin’ Donuts’ logo colors restricted
to accenting small, architectural fea-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Comcast Cable Cost Presentation
Heard by Union County Mayors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

An “a la carte” pricing payment for
local cable service would not pro-
duce any savings to consumers,
Comcast Cable officials told Union
County mayors last week. A la carte
would offer subscribers the ability to
pay for the individual channels they

want, as opposed to packages that are
currently sold to consumers.

A study conducted for the National
Cable & Telecommunications Com-
missions (NCTC) and submitted to
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) concluded that a la
carte would decrease the number of
cable networks while also diminish-
ing the quality and diversity of cable
programming. The NCTC represents
large cable operators like Comcast.

The American Cable Association,
representing smaller cable concerns,
has supported a la carte. The FCC is
conducting hearings in Washington,
D.C. and will issue its report to Con-
gress by Thursday, November 18.

Comcast representatives said the
cost charged to cable companies like
Comcast by operators of premium
channels (i.e., the History Channel,
ESPN, Disney Channel) is based on
the number of potential viewers.
Therefore, a person who only wants a
few premium channels would end up
paying the same for three offerings as
they would for the 30 or so channels
they get with a basic cable package.

For instance, under an a la carte

system, the Disney Channel in the
Pennsylvania market would cost
$5.90 per month, while ESPN would
be $15 by itself, according to Charlie
Smith, 3rd, Area Government Direc-
tor of Government/Community Af-
fairs for Comcast. Just two or three
premium channels together would
cost the $30 per month consumers are
currently paying for the full basic
cable package, which includes over
30 channels.

Mr. Smith said the cost to consum-
ers would increase due to higher per
channel costs from declining adver-
tising revenues to cable networks, as
well as higher licensing and operat-
ing fees.

“The consumer would actually be
spending more money and getting a
lot less,” said Mr. Smith, the guest
speaker at last week’s Union County
League of Municipalities meeting at
the Garwood Municipal Building.

According to Molly Adams,
Comcast Area Manager of Govern-
ment and Community Affairs, cable
networks have two streams of rev-
enue – one from advertisers and the

  Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
TOWNSHIP TRADITION…Scotch Plains Day is set for this weekend, Friday
through Sunday, with many events and displays. In 1999, twins Michael and
Justin Rosin of Scotch Plains gaze at a display of the Battleship New Jersey, which
was exhibited on Park Avenue during Scotch Plains Day.

Minor Subdivision Gains Approval
From Planning Bd. in Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

During a brief meeting on Monday
evening, the Scotch Plains Planning
Board approved a minor subdivision
and a lot line change for a minor
subdivision it had approved earlier.

Ralph Checchio was granted ap-
proval to subdivide a 100-foot by
100-foot lot at 223 Katherine Street
into two 50-foot by 100-foot con-
forming lots; raze an existing home
and detached garage, and then build
two new single-family homes.

The board also granted Ernest
DiFrancesco’s request for a lot line
change at 1923 Mountain Avenue,

which is being subdivided into two
lots that will have new homes.

He told the board that the buyer of
one of the homes he is building has
requested a deck that would, as the
lot is presently configured, violate  rear
yard setback ordinances. Altering the
size of the affected lot would allow the
deck to be built without having to gain
further township approvals.

The planning board is currently
reviewing several other applications

before they are heard publicly in the
next several weeks.

At the start of its meeting, the board
discussed the importance of mem-
bers voicing, for the record, their rea-
soning and explanation for their votes
on applications.

Board Attorney Daniel Bernstein
said doing so helps educate the pub-
lic, the applicants and any opponents
of an application, as well as those on

Annual Scotch Plains Day
Scheduled This Weekend

The Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission and the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association will
sponsor this weekend’s three-day
Scotch Plains Day celebration.

A bonfire and pep rally will be held
on Friday, October 1, at 7 p.m. at
Evergreen Elementary School. Mayor
Martin Marks’ comments will pre-
cede an introduction of the high school

sports teams by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Principal Dr.
David Heisey.

On Saturday, October 2, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m., a flea market will be
held in the parking lot adjacent to the
Municipal Building on Park Avenue.

On Sunday, October 3, at noon, a
ceremony will be held in Alan Augus-
tine Park. Mayor Marks and the Town-
ship Council will recognize certain
members of the community and promi-
nent township residents who have died
or retired in the past year.

From noon until 5 p.m., there will be
several amusement rides on Park Av-
enue, which will be closed to vehicu-
lar traffic between East Second Street
and Front Street from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
There will also be a flea market, petting
zoo and other attractions set up along
Park Avenue during the afternoon.

At 2:30 p.m., The Nerds will per-
form at the Municipal Building. Prior
to The Nerds’ 90-minute set, a
fundraising walk-a-thon sponsored by
the Masonic Learning Center will
wind up on Park Avenue.

Ninth Fanny Wood Day
To Take Place Sunday

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A lively blend of entertainment,
food and friendly competition,
coupled with shopping and many ac-
tivities, await visitors to the ninth
annual Fanny Wood Day celebration,
which will take place Sunday, Octo-
ber 3, from noon to 5 p.m. along
South and Martine Avenues in
Fanwood.

A tradition since 1996, the au-
tumn festival made its debut during
the administration of former Mayor
Maryanne Connelly, who envi-
sioned it as a venue to showcase the
borough while also saluting its heri-
tage. Since its inception, the fam-
ily-oriented event has drawn thou-
sands to Fanwood’s downtown each
year.

This year’s festival is shaping up to
be just as popular. Along with mer-
chants and vendors selling their wares,
the celebration will feature children’s
rides and attractions, plus a diverse
lineup of live entertainment.

There also will be several contests,
with prizes donated by local mer-
chants, as well as a classic car show in
the Fanwood train station parking lot,
hosted by the Cougar Car Club.

The contests will kick off with the
Little Miss Fanny Wood competition,
for which girls age five to 13 are
invited to dress in Victorian style, at 1
p.m.

This will be followed at 1:15 p.m.
by the judging of the pie-making con-
test at the South Street Café on South
Avenue. The pies will then be auc-
tioned at 3 p.m., with the proceeds
benefiting the Fanwood Rescue
Squad.

A new contest this year will be a
beard-growing contest. Men over age
18 from Scotch Plains and Fanwood
with beards and moustaches – sea-
soned or new growth — are encour-
aged to participate. Judging will take
place at 2 p.m. at the entertainment
stage at the intersection of South and
Martine Avenues.

Finally, a poetry contest will take
place at 4 p.m., for which poets over
age 21 have been invited to submit
up to five original, unpublished po-
ems.

Setting the tempo for the event will
be varied music and dance perfor-
mances, beginning with a jazz duo
sponsored by Café Vivace at 12:15
p.m. At 1:15 p.m., the Deirdre Shae
Irish Dancers will take the stage for a
series of jigs and reels.

Next up will be the Jerseyaires Bar-
bershop Quartet at 2:15 p.m. Round-
ing out the itinerary will be Silk City
at 3:15 p.m., performing a repertoire
of bluegrass, folk, Broadway, classi-
cal and ethnic offerings. Dan Weiss,
Director of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, is lead singer and guitarist
for the local ensemble.

Throughout the day, vendors will
feature a potpourri of food, beverages
and desserts to tempt every palette, as
well as crafts and other merchandise.
For younger festival-goers, there will
be favorites such as the “moonwalk,”
as well as pony and train rides.

Fanny Wood Day was inspired by a
folklore figure whose authenticity and
origins remain shrouded in mystery,
but who nevertheless has become part
of local lore. She is always depicted
as a fashionable Victorian woman
circa 1895, the year Fanwood be-
came incorporated as a borough.

One legend has it that she was

the daughter of the president of the
local railroad, who named the train
depot between Westfield and
Netherwood in her honor. Another
portrays her as a 19th-century
magazine scribe and poet whose
idyllic descriptions of rural
Fanwood helped attract people to
the area.

“Fanny Wood” herself, represented
by a local resident, is expected to
appear at the festival and be intro-
duced to attendees at noon.

The rain date for the festival is
Sunday, October 10. Anyone inter-
ested in volunteering for the festi-
val may call Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, Chairwoman of the Fanny
Wood Day Committee, at (908) 889-
6072, and (908) 322-2350 to re-
serve vendor space.  For more in-
formation on the festival and vari-
ous activities that day, please ac-
cess the Fanwood website at
www.visitfanwood.com.

From the archives of The Times
STANDING TALL...The clock at the cor-
ner of South and Martine Avenues greets
visitors to Fanwood. The photo above was
taken in 1999 when the clock was in-
stalled, with former Mayor Maryanne
Connelly proudly standing by.

Scotch Plains Council Prohibits
Development on Crestwood Road

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A two-acre parcel of land in Scotch
Plains will be off-limits to developers
after the Township Council on Tues-
day evening approved an ordinance
changing the designation of the prop-
erty from a “P-Public” zone to a “C-
Conservation” zone, a designation
that marks certain township-owned
tracts of land as being off-limits to
development of any kind – be it resi-
dential or commercial or even the
development of a new park.

The property being re-zoned is lo-
cated on Crestwood Road, just south
of Morse Avenue, and is presently
designated informally as a wildlife

sanctuary even though no legal status
is attached to that designation.

It is the fifth piece of land to be
designated as a conservation zone
since the C-Zone ordinance was en-

acted four years ago. Developers are
always looking in Scotch Plains for
land on which to build, Mayor Martin
Marks said on Tuesday, adding that

                   Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
STATION BUSTLES…The Fanwood Train Station parking lot is full Wednes-
day morning as commuters are off to work.

Magnet School Achieves
Blue Ribbon Distinction

By HORACE R. CORBIN and
MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Magnet High
School for Math, Science and Tech-
nology in Scotch Plains is one of
seven schools in New Jersey to be
distinguished as Blue Ribbon Schools.

Magnet High School Principal
James Stefankiewicz told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the school
was selected because high perfor-
mance on tests such as the SAT and
High School Proficiency Assessment
have consistently ranked the school
within the top 10 percent in the state.

Mr. Stefankiewicz said the school
was nominated by the state Depart-
ment of Education. In the past, he
indicated, schools were self-nomi-
nated. The application process con-

tinued until late August, when the
Magnet School was notified that it
had met Adequate Yearly Progress, or
AYP standards, under the No Child
Left Behind Act.

On September 17, Mr. Stefankiewicz
received a telephone call informing
him the school had earned Blue Ribbon
distinction, and the following day he
received a letter confirming the status.

“We’re thrilled,” he said. “It’s been
an amazing year for us. A year ago,
we received the Governor’s School of
Excellence Award and later we were
named a Star School. We’re thrilled
for our kids because they work so
hard and for our staff, which is amaz-
ing, and the hardest working group of
professionals I have had the pleasure
to work with. I am also thrilled for our

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BREAKING NEWS: Brozak Levels Charges Against Congressman Ferguson. See Story on Page 2
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Van Syckel Portrait Returns Home
To County Courthouse in Elizabeth
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Since being removed
from the walls of the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth in the mid-1950s, a
portrait of Union County Supreme Court
Justice Bennett Van Syckel returned to the
place it called home for almost 50 years.

A presentation of the portrait was made
during a special ceremony at the court-
house on the morning of September 27.

John Alexander, a prominent artist in
the early 1900s, painted the portrait, ac-
cording to President of the Union County
Historical Society and Chief Warrant
Officer Lester Sargent.

Mr. Sargent told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“In the mid-1950s, the freeholders needed
more space, so they divided the courtroom
to create two separate rooms. For some
unknown reason, they sent the portrait to
the New Jersey State Museum, which later
loaned it to the Hunterdon County Court-
house which had it for a few years.”

“When their courthouse was undergo-
ing reconstruction,” Mr. Sargent contin-
ued, “the portrait was sent back to the
State Museum for restoration.”

In the meantime, the Union County
Bar Association had been paying to have
certain portraits of retired judges returned
to the county courthouse collection in
Elizabeth.

Alexander’s painting of Justice Van
Syckel, which is insured for $50,000, was
the first loan presented from the State
Museum in quite some time, said Mr.
Sargent.

Margaret Reilly, Director of Fine Arts
at the State Museum, helped negotiate the
transaction, however, retired Supreme
Court Justice Honorable John Boyle was
the true inspiration for bringing it back to
the county, he noted.

“About 10 years ago,” said Mr. Boyle,
“a portrait committee comprised of judges
and lawyers was formed. Because the
courthouse was really bereft of any deco-
ration, the Assignment Judge suggested
that we acquire portraits to make the
courthouse meaningful to enter.”

The committee set out to either com-
mission new portraits of old justices or to
return old portraits to the courthouse walls,
according to Mr. Boyle.

“It returned almost 100 years to the
month it was originally dedicated,” he
said, adding that the committee members
must often act as cold case detectives,
hunting down portraits originally presented
to the county that have been misplaced.

As the centennial of the county court-
house approaches, the Union County Bar
Association is striving to acquire two
other paintings that memorialize past ju-
rists. Both portraits were also misplaced
around the 1950s, said Mr. Sargent.

He said the association would also like
to see the return of two more portraits –
one of Governor Isaac Williamson and
his son New Jersey Court Chancellor
Benjamin Williamson, both painted by
prominent artists.

The state will not release the portrait of
Governor Williamson, according to Mr.
Boyle, because it is included in the por-
trait collection of other governors. And,
although the Williamson family, which
was very prominent in the county, spe-
cifically wanted the paintings to be hung
in Union County, Ms. Reilly is not aware
of the whereabouts of the Benjamin
Williamson painting.

For now, however, having Justice Van
Syckel’s likeness back at the courthouse,
where it joins a collection of 60 paintings,
has been rewarding.

“It took us almost two years to get this
guy,” said Mr. Sargent.

Born in Bethlehem, Pa., Justice Van
Syckel was the son of Hunterdon County

land speculator and merchant Aaron Van
Syckel. The town of Van Syckelville was
named in his honor.

A father of five, Justice Van Syckel was
named Associate Justice of the state Su-
preme Court in 1869, after receiving his

education from Reverend John
Vanderveer and graduating from what is
currently known as Princeton University
in 1846. He earned his law license in 1851
and counselor degree three years later.

Widely regarded for his proficiency in
Constitutional and firm and fair judg-
ments, Justice Van Syckel was appointed
by Governor Woodrow Wilson to a com-
mission to research the proposed aban-
donment of the Morris Canal. He also

helped to compose the “Seven Sisters
Act,” which limited the activities of ma-
jor state trusts.

On December 20, 1921, Justice Van
Syckel died of bronchial pneumonia.
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have until October 9th to bring in an entry form. 
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Board member Edward Saridaki,
who read the resolution into public record,
had a real problem with the fact that the
state now considered invalid a budget that
local voters approved. He also took issue
with the County Superintendent of
Schools, which he noted was a position
filled by Governor James McGreevey.

“What the state government is trying to
do is to circumvent local control over
funds that have been approved by the
local voters and are controlled by people
who are elected by the local voters,”
stated Mr. Saridaki.

Along with Ms. Nelson, he added that
the so-called “taxpayer’s savings” was
virtually non-existent.

“The whole thing has nothing to do
with cost savings to the taxpayer. It has to
do with control, and a desire by the state
government to take the budget...out of
local control and put it in state control,”
Mr. Saridaki noted.

Ms. Nelson added that she had dis-
cussed the matter with Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22) and that in discus-
sions with other legislators, an amend-
ment to the bill would be more likely than
a total moratorium.

Assemblywoman Stender, said Ms.
Nelson, expressed surprise that this par-
ticular bill had been passed and saw little
hope for a repeal or a moratorium to be
implemented.

Board member Trip Whitehouse had
some noteworthy comments regarding a
schools’ forum he attended in September
entitled “Re-Inventing New Jersey’s High
Schools.” At the forum, he said, represen-
tatives from other schools had complained
they received “only” 40 percent of fund-
ing from the state.

In the meantime, according to Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye,
New Jersey allocates Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools less than 10 percent
toward funding.

“At what point do we just say, ‘thanks
but no thanks, we can do it better,’” Mr.
Whitehouse wondered.

In another resolution, the board called
for Congress to provide a minimum in-
crease of $4.7 billion toward Title I and
IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act). According to the information
in the resolution, the federal government
has funded only 19 percent of the prom-
ised 40 percent toward special education.

The board also approved the District
Priorities for 2004-2005: Writing, Using
Data, and Engagement/Ownership in
Learning.

Dr. Margaret Hayes introduced the pri-
orities, each of which will be applied to
three areas – Students/Academic Pro-
grams, Professional Development and
Community Outreach. The priorities origi-
nate from the board’s long-term plan, and
Dr. Hayes explained that, “as we focus our
efforts, we’re really trying to get the most
work done in the most professional way,
the most effective way, without squander-
ing our efforts over a lot of different areas.”

A more detailed description of each
priority is available through the board of
education office, or by visiting
www.spfk12.org, the school board’s offi-
cial website.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Dunkin’ Donuts Expansion
Approved by Planning Bd.

tures.
In other business, the board discussed

why it could not accept a petition from a
Fanwood resident regarding concerns
about an upcoming application.

The board explained that petitions are
not permitted according to ordinance,
which requires that all testimony be de-
livered in person, so that the applicant has
the opportunity to cross-examine objec-
tors.

More than 60 Fanwood and Scotch
Plains residents signed a petition and a
letter requesting that the borough council
adopt an ordinance that would curtail
development in flood zones in the bor-
ough. These residents live in a neighbor-
hood surrounding the Cedar Brook, off of
Midway and Hunter Avenues, where an
upcoming development application is
pending.

The petitioners contend that over-de-
velopment in flood zones leads to in-
creased flooding problems. The residents
stated, in the petition, that many of them
have been victims of flooding and damp
basements due to over-development, in-
creases in impervious area and the re-
moval of trees.

Fanwood resident and Borough Tax
Collector Colleen Huehn, spokeswoman
for the petitioners, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the impending ap-
plication previously proposed the removal
of over 300 trees from the site. The peti-
tioners also contend that the application,
which proposed to build five houses on
the acre-and-a-half site, is too dense.

Ms. Huehn told The Times that the
residents would not object to a less dense
development, such as three houses and
the removal of fewer trees.

Although the residents cannot submit a
petition, their accompanying letter, re-

questing a zoning change, was consid-
ered by the council and denied. Jack
Molenaar, council representative to the
board, explained that the Planning and
Zoning Board cannot usurp the council’s
decision and therefore cannot consider
their request.

Pat Hoynes, Secretary to the Planning
Board, said that the application for this
development is not complete and there-
fore not yet officially resubmitted to the
board. Members of the board declined to
comment on the petition or the develop-
ment until they have had an opportunity
to review the new application, because it
may differ significantly from the previ-
ous application, board members said.

The application for this development
was originally submitted and heard in
November of 2003. The applicant with-
drew without prejudice, permitting him
to resubmit a new application.

In other business, an application re-
questing a minor subdivision at 33-57
South Avenue, located in a light industrial
zone, was approved. Attorney Robert
Kraus of Scotch Plains, representing land
owners Ray and Brian Rogers, testified
before the board that the tax lots and
deeds for this property did not match up,
preventing his client from selling the lots.

The lots were at one time five separate
lots and then three separate lots before
becoming one lot. The applicant sought
to return the property to three lots in order
to sell the lots to individual buyers.

Board members stated that anything
that would help these properties become
more useable and appealing would be a
good thing for Fanwood.

The next agenda meeting of the plan-
ning board will be held on Monday, Octo-
ber 18, and the regular meeting will be on
Wednesday, October 27, both at 7:30 p.m.

other from fees charged to cable opera-
tors like Comcast. Advertising rates are
based on potential viewers for a channel.

“If you make people pay for something
individually, there are far fewer people
that are going to take that,” she said.

Speaking on concerns area residents
have expressed about their cable service,
Mayors Al Morgan of New Providence
and Barbara Bilger of Cranford said they
have been approached by residents look-
ing for senior citizen discounts for cable
service. Mayor Bilger said the Cranford
Township Committee decided not to move
ahead with a resolution pressing for a
senior discount after it was learned that
such a discount would only increase the
bills of other cable subscribers.

In terms of products offered to consumers,
Mr. Smith noted that Comcast’s newest prod-
uct, the digital video recorder which can store
up to 40 hours of programming, will soon be
available to Comcast subscribers. The com-
pany also plans to roll out digital phone
service next year. Comcast currently offers
cable, digital cable and high speed Internet
service to area residents.

On an unrelated issue, Springfield
Mayor Clara Herelik said township resi-
dents have complained about Comcast
service trucks using Springfield’s resi-
dential streets.
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Comcast Cost Presentation
Heard by County Mayors

In an effort to assist towns in their
negotiations with municipal collective
bargaining units, Gregory McDermott,
Westfield Mayor and League Chairman,
has asked mayors to provide relevant
contract information to the league. Towns
were asked to submit information on
when their police, fire and public works
union contracts expire.

“It got to the point when towns never
knew what everyone else was doing (with
regard to contracts). We felt that if we
knew when everyone else’s contracts were
coming up, it might give a town more
ability in strength by saying this is where
we’re going to go as a town and the
surrounding towns are going to follow
suit,” said Mayor McDermott.

He asked mayors to also provide the
length of contracts and the percentage of
pay increase in contracts once they are
ratified by the various municipal govern-
ments.

Union County mayors agreed to look
into renting a hotel suite for November’s
annual New Jersey League of Munici-
palities convention. The convention will
be held Tuesday through Friday, Novem-
ber 16 to 19, at the Atlantic City Conven-
tion Center. The Union County mayors
are looking to hold their gathering Tues-
day night starting around 10 p.m.
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DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PICTURE PERFECT…During a special presentation on September 27, retired
Justice John Boyle discusses the importance of a portrait of Supreme Court
Justice Bennett Van Syckel by John White Alexander that had been missing from
the Union County Courthouse since the mid-1950s and was recently returned to
the courthouse walls.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
chapter will hold its Annual Canister
Drive for the Interfaith Council of
Union County on Saturday and Sun-
day, October 2 and 3. DECA mem-
bers will be posted outside of stores
throughout downtown Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Westfield.

Local Legislators Say Governor’s
New Pay To Play Order Falls Short

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last week Governor James McGreevey
signed an executive order banning what is
commonly known as “pay to play.”

Pay to play occurs when corporations or
major shareholders in corporations contrib-
ute funds to campaigns or political commit-
tees in return for government contracts.

The new executive order limits contrac-
tors from working for the state or county if
they donated to a candidate or committee
and the project costs $17,500 or more. In his
order Governor McGreevey said that cam-
paign donations are, “making elected state
officials beholden to those contributors.”

“When a person or business interest makes
or solicits major contributions to obtain a
contract awarded by a government agency
or independent authority, this constitutes a
violation of the public’s trust in government
and raises legitimate public concerns about
whether the contract has been awarded on
the basis of merit,” the order says.

The new order applies to all state agen-
cies, as well as county government. This
order expires on January 1, 2006.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21) told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “we need to
go further.” He said that the municipalities
should be impacted as well and he said he
did not like that the executive order says that
municipalities can’t pass stricter laws.

Senator Kean said that the practice of
county committees putting money into
municipal political organizations.

This law puts the “democrats in a box”

according to Senator Kean. He said that they
passed a bill saying that was as far as they
could go, “now the governor acknowledges
the sham.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21) told
The Times, “it is a step forward (but) I think
many democrat power brokers are upset.”

He said that the order falls short of com-
plete pay to play reform and should also
apply to municipalities and boards of educa-
tion.

Campaign contributions are limited by
the New Jersey Election Law Enforcement
Commission (ELEC). ELEC tracks all can-
didate and committee funds, as well as
contributions.

However, the Legislative Leadership
Committee, State Political and Municipal
Party Committees have no limits as to how
much money they can receive from other
candidates or political committees. This
means that monies can be exchanged among
the political parties, which could include
money from businesses who are contracted
by the state or county governments.

Phone calls to Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22) and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22) were not returned as of press time.
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S. Plains Council Prohibits
Development on Crestwood
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Subdivisions

there had been some interest expressed
by builders in the Crestwood property.
That led township officials to then look
into re-zoning the property.

During the public hearing on the ordi-
nance, four residents from the Crestwood
neighborhood spoke out in favor of its
passage. It passed unanimously to ap-
plause from the 20 residents attending
the council’s meeting.

In other business, the council passed a
resolution announcing its support for an
extension of the state’s “pay to play” ban
to the municipal level. Earlier this month,
Governor James McGreevey signed an
executive order banning the scheme –
the process of businesses and individu-
als making political contributions in or-
der to gain better access to government
contracts – at the state and county levels.

“While municipal government like
Scotch Plains do not nearly have the
number of contracts to award as state
and county government,” Mayor Marks
said, “there is still potential for con-
flicts of interest.”

The council approved a $175,000 bond
ordinance for professional services in
connection with planned improvements
to the municipal building, the public
works facility on Plainfield Avenue and
the township library on Bartle Avenue,
all of which are in need of repairs. The
bond will finance preliminary engineer-
ing and design work in connection with
the projects. The township government
has also applied for $400,000 in state
grant funding to help finance some as-

pects of these projects.
Councilwoman Nancy Malool re-

minded residents of the three-day Scotch
Plains Day celebration this weekend. Coun-
cilman Frank Rossi said that Clean Com-
munities Day will be held on Saturday,
October 16, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Orga-
nizations interested in becoming involved
in cleaning up public properties may call
the Public Works Department at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 243 so they can be
assigned a location to clean and receive a
stipend for their organization.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato said
the annual health fair will be held at the
municipal building on October 16 from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. Those age 55  and older
can receive free flu shots and there will be
a variety of health screenings available.
For more information, residents may call
the health department at (908) 322-6700.

the board responsible for drafting the
formal resolutions of approval or denial.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
pointed out that it can help in legal ap-
peals if a court can read the publicly-
stated reasons for a board’s vote in a
matter being adjudicated.

In a matter related to the other town-
ship board with oversight over land use
issues, the Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment’s scheduled special meeting
last week to finalize a decision on an
application by Richard Schoenwalder was
cancelled.

Mr. Schoenwalder is seeking to erect a
second building on the property at 1811
Route 22, West, and wants to utilize the
existing sign atop a 50-foot-high pole to
market his plumbing business, but board
members have expressed some concern
about the height of the sign and whether it
needed to be considered a billboard, thus
subjecting it to a new application and hear-
ing, since the property will not be a retail site
that will draw walk-in customers.

The hearing will likely be held at the
Zoning Board’s Thursday, October 7
meeting.
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Magnet School Achieves
Blue Ribbon Distinction

parents as well.”
Mr. Stefankiewicz concluded, “We’re

still a fairly new school. When we started
out, parents took a chance on us and their
faith in us has paid off. This award is an
acknowledgment to everyone who has
ever been associated with our school.”

According to the U.S. Department of
Education website (www.ed.gov), the
program honors public and private K-
12 schools that are either academically
superior in their states or that demon-
strate dramatic gains in student achieve-
ment.

U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige
said, “In keeping with the principles of
the No Child Left Behind Act, we reward
schools based on student achievement
results, not process. Schools chosen for
the Blue Ribbon will be ones that are
meeting our mission to ensure every child
learns, and no child is left behind.”

Other schools earning Blue Ribbon
status include Branch Brook Elementary

School in Newark, Chatham High School
in Chatham, Haddonfield Memorial High
School in Haddonfield, Princeton Char-
ter School in Princeton, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, Woodrow
Wilson School in Weehawken and Ye-
shiva of North Jersey in River Edge.

The new program, which requires
schools to meet either of two assessment
criteria, recognizes schools that have at
least 40 percent of their students from
disadvantaged backgrounds that dramati-
cally improve student performance in
accordance with state assessment sys-
tems, and it rewards schools that score in
the top 10 percent on state assessments.

At least 50 percent must meet the first
requirement of having 40 percent of the
students from disadvantaged backgrounds
and showing significant improvement.

Recommendations of state chiefs and
the Council for American Private Educa-
tion are used for determining the award
winners.


