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Longtime ‘Jeopardy’ Champ
Monopolizes Show, Says Pupil

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ken Jennings is a genuine enigma.
His scope of knowledge encompasses
just about everything in the known
world. A category about political as-
sassinations of the 20th century is as
easy for him as one about French food.
He was probably the nerdy kid in high
school who couldn’t score a girl. None
of that matters now.

Haven’t been introduced to Mr.
Jennings yet? He is the reigning cham-
pion on ABC’s “Jeopardy” — a 38-day
victor to be exact. During this impres-
sive run, he has amassed $1,635,061 in
prize money.

Does it really matter that he is slightly
undersized and a software designer?
After all, he has inspired a cult follow-
ing, with his win the night before the
subject of countless discussions around
office water-coolers.

Currently, Mr. Jennings is on a short
hiatus for the Tournament of Champi-
ons, which brings back 15 of the past
year’s five-day champions. He is not
involved in this year’s competition,
but will most definitely be a partici-
pant in next year’s tourney.

However, this prospect raises an in-
teresting question because since Mr.
Jennings’ first show on June 2, there
have been no five-day champs. When
one player dominates half of a season,
at the very least, how many other
champs will there be to compete? It
would be quite a feat for Mr. Jennings
to compete against himself. I believe
that even he would fail at that task.

The time has come for Mr. Jennings
to lose. Although the show’s ratings are
up, it is no longer any fun to watch. He
answers about 90 percent of the ques-
tions, and perhaps answers three or four
incorrectly throughout the entire show.
We know who is going to win and there
are no surprises. Nowadays, viewers

can perhaps guess how much money
Mr. Jennings is going to add to his grand
total, and that’s about it.

I was away for the entire summer and
missed a good deal of his wins. When I
returned home for some old-fashioned
“Jeopardy” viewing, I was astounded at
how different the show was with him
around. It’s a one-man show. There is
no intrigue and no question as to which
contestant will emerge triumphant.

Sure, America is obsessed with win-
ning, but it sort of eats into our souls
when we see somebody who is so obvi-
ously better at something than us. We
(generally) accept that we can’t be
Marion Jones or Tiger Woods, but some-
where deep inside many of us harbor
the idea that we can muster up superior
cerebral prowess and kick brainy butt.

Mr. Jennings puts that silent hope to
sleep when he answers ever question
at the earliest moment, leaving mere
mental giants like myself to grapple
with unsettled issues of inadequacy to
mental superpowers.

I was once a hopeful wannabe “Jeop-
ardy” contestant. I failed to make it past
the opening round of auditions. Per-
haps it is mere jealousy that is causing
me to call for the downfall of Mr.
Jennings. But in one of my lucid, un-
biased moments, I sincerely determined
that it was time for “Jeopardy” to move
on and let Alex Trebek reclaim his
position as quiz show poster boy.

SORTERS AND TESTERS…Student volunteers filled bins with donated eye-
glasses after sorting and testing them. Pictured, left to right, are: Adam Young
and Nipun Kant of Millburn/Short Hills, Lauren Arrigoni of Mountainside, Chris
Sawyer, Peter Nakagami, Kevin Cao, Alex Wang, Mark Bruno, Tommy Bird and
Meng Jiao all of Millburn/Short Hills, and Meghan O’Hearn.

Local Students Volunteer
At New Eyes for the Needy

AREA — Students from local high
schools and middle schools volun-
teered during the summer at New
Eyes for the Needy in Short Hills,
sorting and testing eyeglasses and
performing various office duties.

Caitlin Bludgris and Suzie Morgan
of Westfield and Lauren Arrigone of
Mountainside participated in the pro-
gram.

Over 75 student volunteers partici-
pated in this program resulting in
over 900 volunteer hours. Thirteen
students each contributed over 20
hours, while one student, volunteered
over 70 hours during the course of the
summer. It is through their efforts and
the efforts of our 150 regular adult
volunteers that New Eyes is able to
provide eyeglasses to needy people
both in the United States and in over
22 countries worldwide.

Many of these students will continue

their volunteer efforts throughout the
school year working individually or
through their high school service clubs,
youth groups and church groups.

The New Eyes office is open from
Monday to Thursday until 4 p.m. for
volunteers. The office will also sched-
ule evening and weekend hours to
accommodate clubs, groups and ser-
vice organizations.

For more information, please call
Executive Director Alyce Twomey at
(973) 376-4903.

Community Calendars
Sold by College Club

Long-time advertisers in the calen-
dar for 25 years and counting include
Barry’s Frame Shop, Bartell Farm &
Garden Center, Charles Lecher Inc.,
Cindy Pools, DiFrancesco Realty
(GMAC Real Estate), Family Investors
Co., Fanwood Liquors, Irma’s Hall-
mark, Scotchwood Florist, Tiffany
Natural Pharmacy, Young Paint and
Varnish, and Zmuda Construction Co.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains College
Club is a non-profit organization whose
sole purpose is to provide scholarships
for young women from Fanwood and
Scotch Plains who plan on or are al-
ready pursuing a college degree and are
in need of financial assistance.

For more information regarding the
club or membership details, please
call (908) 233-3829.

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

C O E D  N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N  H O U S E S

October 14 Open House Program November 14 

Coed Nursery & Pre-K Open House 
Thursday, October 14, 2004, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 14 , 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

FANWOOD — The September to
September calendar with day by day
listings of all school (public and paro-
chial) and community activities in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood is now available
courtesy of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
College Club for a donation of $7.

The calendars, which are being sold
at Irma’s Hallmark, John’s Meat
Market, Scotch Hills Pharmacy,
Young’s Paint and Varnish, and at
both local libraries, can also be ob-
tained by calling (908) 889-4105.

The calendar, one of two main
fundraisers by the College Club, pro-
vides useful information for all resi-
dents, particularly families.

One hundred percent of all dona-
tions received from this fundraiser
will go directly toward scholarships.

Brown, Huber Named
Klein Scholars at F&M

SCOTCH PLAINS – Judith
Michelle Brown of Scotch Plains and
Michael Kirk Huber of Westfield,
first-year students at Franklin &
Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa.,
have been named Klein Scholars.

The Klein Scholarship program
recognizes students who have dem-
onstrated excellence in a challenging
high school curriculum and have con-
tributed to their school and commu-
nity in significant and positive ways.

The scholarship is for $5,000 per
year and may be renewed for up to
eight semesters of study.

A 2004 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Judith is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Brown of Scotch Plains.

Michael is a 2004 graduate of
Westfield High School and the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Huber of Westfield.

 
 

WE CARE PET CARE  

 

• Daily Dog walking 

• Pet Sitting 

• Animal CPR/First Aid Certified 

• Insured & Bonded 

• Specializing in puppy care 

• Canine & Avian Specialist 

        (908) 928-1748 
        wecarepetcare@aol.com  

State High School Summit
Attended by SP-F Officials

SCOTCH PLAINS — Six repre-
sentatives of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools spent Sep-
tember 22 to 24 attending the New
Jersey Department of Education’s
summit meeting entitled “Re-invent-
ing New Jersey’s High Schools” in
Piscataway.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood represen-
tatives at the summit included Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Principal Dr. David Heisey,
SPFHS science teacher David Kessel,
SPFHS Parent Teacher Association
President Marianne Devlin, SPFHS
sophomore Lauren Weissbrod and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education member Trip Whitehouse.

These local team members will at-
tend three regional follow-up meet-
ings during the 2004-2005 school year
to discuss with other school teams
their progress and challenges in imple-
menting their school action plans.

School teams from 30 New Jersey
high schools attended the event, which
was planned in cooperation with the
Council of Chief State School Offic-

ers, the United States Department of
Education and the New Jersey Princi-
pals and Supervisors Association.

The summit provided participants
with opportunities to attend lectures
by nationally recognized experts and
to join in work sessions that focused
on effective and promising school
practices, the knowledge and skills
that are essential for success in col-
lege and/or the workplace, and effec-
tive options and opportunities for high
school students that address individual
needs and interests.

Local teams also worked with ex-
pert facilitators to create specific ac-
tion plans for the “re-invention” of
their schools.

WF, SP and FW Students
Enroll at Syracuse Univ.

AREA – Students from Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood were wel-
comed into Syracuse University (SU)
in Syracuse, N.Y. for the 2004-2005
academic year.

Scott Grau of Westfield is enrolled
in SU’s College of Arts and Sciences,
majoring in arts and sciences.

Jared Leung of Westfield is en-
rolled in SU’s L.C. Smith College of
Engineering and Computer Science,
majoring in chemical engineering.

Jason Mesches of Westfield is en-
rolled in SU’s College of Visual and
Performing Arts, majoring in drama.

Sean Perlman of Westfield is en-
rolled in SU’s Martin J. Whitman

School of Management, majoring in
management.

Alex Regenstreich of Westfield is
enrolled in SU’s School of Informa-
tion Studies, majoring in information
management and technology.

Jordan Zakarin of Westfield is en-
rolled in SU’s S.I. Newhouse School
of Public Communications, majoring
in broadcast journalism.

Sara Beckerman of Scotch Plains
is enrolled in SU’s College of Arts
and Sciences, majoring in communi-
cation sciences and disorders.

Rosanna Ryskasen of Scotch Plains
is enrolled in SU’s College of Arts and
Sciences, majoring in pre-medicine.

Matthew Powers of Fanwood is
enrolled in SU’s S.I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications,
majoring in newspaper journalism.

John Stamatis of MS Named
Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

the student view

High school students with a tal-
ent for writing and an interest in
current events impacting educa-
tion and the world around them are
invited to contact the Education
Editor at (908) 232-4407 to discuss
writing for The Student View.

Cop Trot Scheduled
At Deerfield School
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Policeman’s Ath-
letic League (PAL) will host its
Fifth Annual Cop Trot on Satur-
day, October 9, at Deerfield
School in Mountainside.

Registration will begin at 8 a.m.
with the race to start at 9:30 a.m. The
registration fee includes a T-shirt
and computerized scoring results.

Trophies will be presented for
overall best male and female in
all age categories. This year, the
“Tot Trot” for ages six and under
will begin at 8:30 a.m.

Applications are available at the
Mountainside Borough Hall, Rec-
reation Department, Mountainside
Library or by calling the PAL In-
formation Hotline at (908) 232-
2400, extension no. 725.

College Application
Process Explained

On WHS-TV36
WESTFIELD — Westfield

High School (WHS) Guidance
Counselor Judy Glasser hosts an
informative presentation about the
college application process on
Channel 36 from Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5, to Sunday, October 17.

High school students and par-
ents will learn important informa-
tion about application and tran-
script procedures; SAT dates and
deadlines; visits to WHS from col-
lege representatives; College Night;
counselor appointments; financial
aid; brag sheets, questionnaires and
teacher recommendations.

The show can be seen on Tues-
days at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., Thurs-
days at 2 and 10 p.m., Saturdays
at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. and Sundays
at 4 p.m.

Westfield School Board
Sets October 5 Meeting

WESTFIELD — At the October 5
meeting of the Westfield Board of
Education, the agenda will include a
discussion regarding the implications
of the new state tax laws (S-1701) on
the Westfield Public School budget.

The Tuesday evening meeting will
be held in Room 105 at 302 Elm
Street at 8 p.m. A complete agenda
will be available on Monday, Octo-
ber 4, in the Board Secretary’s office
at 302 Elm Street and on
www.westfieldnj.com/schools.

All Board of Education public
meetings are taped. They can be seen
on Channel 36 on Tuesdays at 8 a.m.,
3 and 11 p.m. and Thursdays at 8 a.m.
and 7 p.m.

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP –
Pingry Headmaster John
Neiswender and Upper School Di-

rector Jon Leef have announced that
Mountainside resident John
Stamatis has been named a National
Merit Scholarship Program semifi-
nalist.

A senior, John is now eligible for
the finalist competition and Merit
Scholarships.

Individual students qualify by first
taking the PSAT/NMSQT in their
junior year to reach semifinalist sta-
tus. To reach finalist status, students
must demonstrate very high aca-
demic performance, be recom-
mended by the school principal and
earn SAT scores that confirm the
student’s earlier qualifying test per-
formance.

Semifinalists must submit a de-
tailed scholarship application,
which includes an essay and infor-
mation about participation and lead-
ership in school and community
activities.

Andrew Pidkameny
Attends Hampshire

WESTFIELD – Andrew
Pidkameny of Montville, the son of
Rita Loew and Walter Pidkameny of
Westfield, is attending Hampshire
College in Amherst, Mass. He is a
graduate of Westfield High School.

University Freshmen Aid
Community at Orientation

AREA – First-year students at
Susquehanna University in
Selinsgrove, Pa. joined other pu-
pils, faculty and staff in partici-
pating at volunteer project sites
in Selinsgrove and surrounding
communities on August 28.

Jenna Marionni, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Roland Marionni
of Scotch Plains, and Allyson
Salisbury, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Brian Salisbury of
Scotch Plains, joined Fanwood
resident Courtney Veeck in par-
ticipating. Courtney is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Veeck.

The event, dubbed SU
S.E.R.V.E. (Susquehanna Univer-
sity Students Explore Regional
Volunteer Experiences) is in-
tended to give students the op-
portunities to gain a sense of con-
nectedness to the Susquehanna
community while working with
their peers.


