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New Perspective on Grace Spurred
Vast Changes In Western World

By REVEREND PAUL KRITSCH

On Sunday, October 31, you may
see your Redeemer Lutheran neigh-
bors going to church wearing some-
thing red. You might think that Re-
deemer is celebrating Halloween by
all wearing costumes. Although we
like parties just as much as anyone
else in town, Halloween is not the
reason for the red outfits.

On the Lutheran calendar, October
31 is known as Reformation Day. On
that day in 1517, the Roman Catholic
monk and priest Martin Luther nailed
95 Theses to the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg, Germany. He
was asking other church leaders for a
debate. As a doctor of theology and
professor at Wittenberg University,
Luther had discovered some teachings
in the Bible which seemed to be out of
sync with the Roman Church of his day.

Luther was hoping for some conver-
sation leading to a reforming of the
church. Instead, many other events
occurred, including Luther being de-
clared an outlaw. A new church even-
tually resulted. Over his strenuous pro-
tests, the name of “Lutheran” stuck.

First and foremost of all the teach-
ings Luther rediscovered in the Bible
is what we call “grace.” Lutherans
believe that grace is God’s love for us
even though we do not deserve it. It is

a gift, not something we earn. Before
Luther and many other reformers
came along, people generally believed
that God was an angry God who loved
to punish them. The church had rein-
forced that idea by building an elabo-
rate system of good works and indul-
gences whereby people could try to
buy their way into heaven.

The concept of grace not only
turned the church upside down, it
also caused a revolution throughout
Europe. As people heard that God
loved them unconditionally, they felt
free to challenge the caste system,
which had kept most of them from
reaching their full potential. The Ref-
ormation of the Church, coupled with
the Renaissance, awakened the entire
western world to new possibilities.
Learning and exploration of the un-
known became a way of life.

In reference to grace, Luther wrote,
“A good song may well be sung of-
ten.” We Lutherans celebrate it by
“singing” it often, week in and week
out. The color red on Reformation
Day is just one more way for us to
shout “Hallelujah!”

* * * * * * *
For the past 16 years, the Reverend

Kritsch has been Senior Pastor of the
Redeemer Lutheran Church, located at
229 Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

Gospel Quartet to Perform
At Terrill Road Baptist

GIVING GLORY IN SONG…The Blackwood Gospel Quartet, pictured above,
will perform a free concert this Sunday, October 3, at 6 p.m. at the Terrill Road
Baptist Church in Scotch Plains. Members of the group, from left to right, are:
Wayne Little, Mark Blackwood, Dean Haskins and Randy Byrd. All are invited
to attend the performance.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Blackwood Gospel Quartet, which
has given concerts throughout the
United States, will sing on Sunday,
October 3, at 6 p.m. at the Terrill
Road Baptist Church, located at 1340
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

The original Blackwood Brothers

Quartet, the legacy of which is con-
tinued by the Blackwood Gospel
Quartet, was formed in 1934 in Mis-
sissippi. Over the years, the original
group won numerous awards, per-
formed thousands of concerts and
appeared on many television pro-
grams.

Of the current ensemble, baritone
Mark Blackwood has won two
Grammy awards for recordings he
produced for the Blackwood Broth-
ers Quartet. Wayne Little, known for
his wide vocal range, recently per-
formed at the Pentagon. Dean Haskins
is a seasoned vocal and instrumental
arranger, while bass singer Randy
Byrd is the newest addition to the
quartet.

All are invited to attend the con-
cert. There is no charge, but a freewill
offering will be taken. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 322-7151.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT

DIVORCE
The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Palatucci is pleased to announce

that Mario C. Gurrieri, head of its Family Law Department, and April
L. Katz, will present to the public a Free Seminar entitled “Everything
You Need To Know About Divorce” at The Westfield Inn in Westfield
on Thursday, October 7, 2004 and Saturday, October 9, 2004. Mr.
Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over thirty-one
years and Ms. Katz, for over eleven years, will review the law,
explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning
separation, divorce, custody, visitation, alimony, division of assets
and post-divorce Court review of alimony and child support as well
as the new law governing Domestic Partnerships.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding. Divorce Mediation
offers the potential for significant savings while assuring that your
rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay
involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating
divorce, or if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation
or divorce, this Seminar will be of value to you. If you are already
divorced, the Seminar may be of value in explaining post-divorce
rights and obligations of former spouses.

WHERE:
 Westfield Inn

435 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-5600

WHEN:
Thursday, October 7, 2004 from 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 9, 2004 from 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Reservations Required (no names needed)
Call: (908) 272-0200
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BURN YOUR BUNS!
Introducing

Masai Barefoot
Technology

WITHOUT

You Will Get An Amazing Workout Just By Wearing MBT Shoes
*Tones and strengthens your Legs, Buttocks, Abs & Back.

Walking 1 mile in MBT is the equivalent
of walking 3 miles in regular shoes

• Aligns the body into a more relaxed, upright posture
• Relieves muscle tension, back & joint problems
• Tones muscles & may reduce cellulite & varicose veins

Exclusively At:

AS SEEN ON
“GOOD MORNING
AMERICA” & “THE

TODAY SHOW”

Ask About
Roll Jogging



WITH

Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri: 10am-5:30pm • Thurs: 10am-8pm •  Sat: 11am-5pm

Workshop Series to Examine
Teachings About Creation

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Octo-
ber 3, the First Congregational Church
of Westfield, located at 125 Elmer
Street, will begin a three-part series
of workshops exploring religious
teachings about creation and their
impact on societies.

Entitled SPLENDOR, this will be
an interactive, participatory learning
program for adults, which is free and
open to the public. It is designed by
Greenfaith, formerly Partners in En-
vironmental Quality.

SPLENDOR, the program’s acro-
nym, stands for: Spiritual Life, Ethics
and Nature, Deepening Our Rever-
ence. The Reverend Fletcher Harper,
Director of Greenfaith, will be the
facilitator.

Teaching tools will include read-
ing, personal reflection, small-group

discussion and outdoor experience.
No previous environmental or theo-
logical experience is required.

On October 3, the first session will
follow a light lunch in the church’s
Patton auditorium at 11:30 a.m. The
remaining two sessions, which may
be limited in size, will follow supper.
These sessions will be held on
Wednesdays, October 20 and Novem-
ber 17, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. each
time. For planning purposes, inter-
ested persons are asked to call the
church at (908) 233-2494.

Greenfaith will provide all neces-
sary materials. In addition to taking
part in each session, participants agree
to complete a brief written evaluation
of each session, and take part in a 30-
minute in-person evaluation at the
end of the three sessions.

First Baptist to Begin Series
Featuring Beth Moore DVDs
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will present the
lessons of author and speaker Beth
Moore, who is featured on videotape
leading 10 interactive studies on “Be-
lieving God: Experiencing a Fresh
Explosion of Faith.”

These lessons, via DVD, will be
offered from 7 to 9 p.m. on Mon-
days, October 4 through December
6, in the Fellowship Hall of the
First Baptist Church, located at 170

Elm Street.
The sessions will offer interactive

group activities and light refresh-
ments, in addition to the taped study.
Those who wish to may purchase a
member book that guides them
through personal, daily assignments
between group sessions.

The “Believing God” study is open
to both men and women. To register,
please call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Church Singles Group
Lists October Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married persons over age 45
are invited to join their peers at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield on
Sundays at 9 a.m. for coffee, cake and
lively discussions on single living.

Meetings are held in the lower level
meeting room of the church, located
at 170 Elm Street. A $2 donation is
requested and all are welcome. The
group will meet next month on Octo-
ber 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31.

Group members also take part in
winter movie nights, summer picnics
and holiday get-togethers, among
other activities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

Parents and Children Invited
To Share ‘Tales in the Grove’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains will present “Tales in the Grove,”
a story hour for parents and children,
on the first and third Sundays of every
month starting October 3.

Programs will start at 7 p.m. and
last 45 to 60 minutes. “Tales in the
Grove” is currently geared towards
children age two to five, but older or
younger siblings may also attend.
Youngsters may wear their pajamas
and bring a pillow or blanket, snack
and/or beverage if they wish.

Two congregation members – one
reader and one greeter – will run each
story hour. Parents will be asked to
stay during the duration of the ses-
sion to help redirect any “wanderers”
to the story circle.

The Willow Grove Church is lo-
cated at 1961 Raritan Road. For more
information about the church, please
call (908) 232-5678, Monday through
Friday, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com
or visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.
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Visitors Invited Sunday
To Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn

Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open to visitors on Sunday, October
3, from 2 to 4 p.m.

A collection of 16 wedding gowns,
dating from 1815 through 1980, will
be on display at the museum, built
circa 1760. The gowns have been
assembled for exhibition during the
Union County “Four Centuries In a
Weekend” tour, which will be held
October 16 and 17.

Docents will provide tours of the
museum and garden. There is no ad-
mission fee.

Torah Center Plans
Open Sukkah House
WESTFIELD — The Union

County Torah Center will hold an
“Open Sukkah House” on Sunday,
October 3, from 11 a.m. to noon at
418 Central Avenue in Westfield.

Everyone who attends will have a
chance to perform the mitzvah of
shaking the Lulav and Etrog, as well
as the mitzvah of making a special
Sukkah blessing on some cake.

There also will be a Sukkah related
arts and crafts project for children.
There is no charge. For more infor-
mation, please call the Torah Center
at (908) 789-5252.

Arthritis Group Set
For Tuesdays at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield, will offer an Arthritis
Support Group from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
on the first Tuesday of each month
starting October 5.

Endorsed by the Arthritis Founda-
tion, this program will provide infor-
mation and support to people with
arthritis and/or those living with some-
one with arthritis.

The group will be free and open to
the public. For more information, please
call Mary Ann at (908) 966-9344.

Scotch Plains to Hold
Public Lands Cleanup

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains has scheduled
a Public Lands Clean-up Day on
Saturday, October 16, from 9 a.m.
to noon. Neighborhood, family, ser-
vice, school, athletic and social
groups will join together to pick up
litter on public lands throughout the
township. A picnic lunch will be
held after the cleanup at 12 p.m. For
more information, please call the
Department of Public Property at
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 243.

Caregivers to Gather
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – A support group for

those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
October 4, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1867.

Rosary Altar Society
Sets Annual Breakfast
WESTFIELD – The Rosary Altar

Society of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Churches will cel-
ebrate its annual Communion Break-
fast on Sunday, October 10, at The
Westwood, 438 North Avenue in
Garwood.

The breakfast will immediately
follow the 9 a.m. Mass at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church, 315
First Street in Westfield.

Guest speaker Dr. Gregory Yuri
Glazov, Professor of Sacred Scrip-
ture at Seton Hall University, will
discuss “The Hail Mary” and its Old
Testament background. All are wel-
come.

Tickets to the breakfast are $15
each and may be obtained by calling
Rose Aiello at (908) 232-6460.

Parker Gardens to Host
Haunting Harvest Days

SCOTCH PLAINS – Parker Gar-
dens at 1325 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains will hold a “Haunting Harvest
Days” weekend on Saturday and Sun-
day, October 2 and 3, from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. both days. There will be
children’s events, a fall planting semi-
nar and special savings.


