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MR. MICHAEL J. AND DR. COURTNEY N. LIGGERA
(She is the former Dr. Courtney Norris Bender)

MR. AND MRS. DIRK JAMES FOLE
(She is the former Miss Melissa Susan Lies)

Miss Melissa Susan Lies
Marries Dirk James Fole

Dr. Courtney N. Bender
Weds Michael J. Liggera

Dr. Courtney Norris Bender, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce F.
Bender of Westfield, was married on
Saturday, August 14, to Michael Jo-
seph Liggera of Philadelphia, Pa. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Liggera
of Clark, formerly of Westfield.

The Reverend Roland Perdue, 3rd
and the Reverend Joseph Kukura of-
ficiated at the late afternoon nuptials
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. A black-tie reception im-
mediately followed at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a strapless, white Duchess
satin gown by designer Ron LoVece of
New York City. The A-line gown was
adorned with ivory French Alençon
lace, crystal trimmed roses and scat-
tered rosebuds. It extended into a ca-
thedral-length train beginning with a
cluster of satin roses and crystals. The
cathedral-length mantilla, also by Mr.
LoVece, was trimmed with matching
lace, satin roses and crystals, and
cascaded from a matching rose and
crystal hairpiece.

The bride carried a large, lush,
round bouquet of creamy white Hol-
lywood roses. The stems were
wrapped in white satin ribbon with an
overlay of ivory satin braiding with
pearl accents.

Mrs. Meghan Erin Parsons of
Charlottesville, Va., served as her twin
sister’s matron of honor. Her bridal
attendants included Ms. Vicki Ann
Liggera of New York City, the sister
of the bridegroom; Ms. Ashli Eliza-
beth Jane Baker of San Francisco,
Calif., Ms. Daniela Maria D’Amato
of North Plainfield, Mrs. Hayley
Elizabeth Jacobsen of Westwood, Ms.
Shannon Jean Stone of Antibes,
France, Ms. Karen Lynn Siedlecki of
Charlottesville, Va. and Dr. Kathleen
Michelle Westhoven of Alexandria,
Va., all friends of the bride.

All wore A-line, black lamé Vera
Wang empire waisted gowns with a
back inset and ivory grosgrain rib-
bons tied in a bow at the back. They
carried very large nosegays of yel-
low, orange and raspberry roses with
touches of electric blue delphinium.
The stems were wrapped with sage
green, double-faced satin ribbon.

Maulik Mahesh Sanghavi of Scotch
Plains, a friend of the couple, served
as the best man. The groomsmen in-
cluded Michael Paul Parsons of

Charlottesville, Va., the brother-in-
law of the bride; Brian Byong Gul
Cho of New York City, Calvin Will-
iam Christopher of London, England,
Paul Michael Hayes of Westfield,
Matthew Thomas Pasion of Kailua,
Hawaii, Peter Mairs Smith of Phila-
delphia and Thomas John Vella, Jr. of
Westfield, all friends of the bride-
groom.

John Daniel Ruvolo of Hoboken, a
friend of the couple, read 1
Corinthians, 13 and “On Marriage”
from “The Prophet” by Kahlil Gibran.
William Baton of Westfield and Ms.
Colleen Kraft of Scotch Plains were
the soloists, with Charles Banks of
Westfield serving as the organist.

Both the bride and the bridegroom
are 1995 graduates of Westfield High
School. The bride received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree cum laude with
honors in Psychology and Certification
in Elementary Education from Colgate
University in Hamilton, N.Y. in 1999.

She was awarded her Doctorate in
Clinical Psychology from George
Washington University in Washing-
ton, D.C. in 2003, and for the past
year has been a trauma clinician at the
Children’s Crisis Treatment Center
in Philadelphia.

The bridegroom earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Computer Science
in 1999 from Princeton University
where he was president of the all-
male a cappella group The Princeton
Footnotes. He is currently in his third
year of law school at Temple Univer-
sity in Philadelphia.

An engagement brunch was held at
the Clark home of the bridegroom’s
parents last summer. A fall engage-
ment party took place at the Westfield
home of Dr. and Mrs. John Wiley and
was hosted by Mrs. Elizabeth
Bellezza, Mrs. Jane Stepanski, Mrs.
Eva Wiley and Mrs. Bebbins Yudes.

This summer, Mrs. Meghan Par-
sons and Ms. Vicki Liggera hosted a
bridal shower at the home of the
bridegroom’s parents and a
bachelorette party in Washington, D.C.

The rehearsal dinner, hosted by the
bridegroom’s parents, was held at the
Novita Restaurant in Westfield. The
bridegroom’s parents also hosted a
Sunday brunch at Novita for out-of-
town guests.

Following a wedding trip to Galley
Bay in Antigua, the couple resides in
Philadelphia.

Miss Melissa Susan Lies, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Lies
of Plainfield, formerly of Fanwood,
was married on Saturday, June 12, to
Dirk James Fole. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dirk Fole of Jackson.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at St. Teresa of Avila Roman Catholic
Church in Summit, with the Rever-
end Bruce Harger officiating. A re-
ception followed at the Olde Mill Inn
in Basking Ridge.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a strapless, Duchess satin
gown designed by Vera Wang with a
cathedral-length veil trimmed in satin.
She carried a bouquet of assorted

white stephanotis, peonies and ra-
nunculus.

Miss Kathryn Lies of New York
City was the maid of honor for her
sister. The bridal attendants included
Miss Erin Fole of Glassboro, the sis-
ter of the bridegroom; Miss Meghan
Kennedy of East Northport, N.Y.,
Miss Jessica Patti of Royersford, Pa.,
and Miss Suzanne Liberti, Miss Kelly
Novitski and Miss Lauren Rabadeau,
all of New York City.

All wore sage green satin strapless
dresses designed by Bill Levkoff and
carried bouquets of pink and sage
green peonies and ranunculus.

Patrick Cavanaugh of Hoboken was
the best man. Serving as groomsmen
were Peter Billows of Ocean, James
Foley of Tuscaloosa, Ala., Brian Korn
of Hoboken, John Lane of New York
City, Daniel Pappalardo of Tucka-
hoe, N.Y. and Brian Sarcopski of King
of Prussia, Pa.

The bride grew up in Fanwood,
graduating from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1996. She
was awarded a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration
with a major in Marketing from
Villanova University in 2000, and is
employed as a media buyer for Gen-
eral Motors Media Works in New
York City.

The bridegroom, who grew up in
Jackson, graduated from Christian
Brothers Academy in Red Bank in
1996. He earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Accountancy from
Villanova University in 2000. A Cer-
tified Public Accountant, he is em-
ployed as Controller for Zimmer
Lucas Partners in Jersey City.

Bridal showers were hosted by the
bride’s aunt, Marilyn Rubino, at her
West Caldwell home and by the
bride’s sister and the bridal atten-
dants at the Plainfield home of the
bride’s parents.

A bachelorette party, hosted by the
bride’s sister and the bridal atten-
dants, was held in New York City. The
bachelor party was hosted by the
groomsmen in Las Vegas, Nev.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted by
the parents of the bridegroom the
evening before the wedding at the
Grain House Restaurant in Basking
Ridge.

Following a two-week wedding trip
to Hawaii, the couple resides in
Hoboken.

Miller-Cory Plans Program
On Leather and Bead Work
WESTFIELD – Craftsman Tim

Truedson of Scotch Plains will present
a program on “Native American
Leather and Bead Work” this Sunday,
October 3, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum. The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Additionally, Diane King of
Cranford and Jean Peters of Edison,
members of the museum’s cooking
committee, will demonstrate open-
hearth cooking using authentic early
American recipes and cooking uten-
sils. Taste treats will be available for
visitors to sample.

Costumed docents will guide guests

through the furnished 1740 home and
answer questions about life in Colo-
nial New Jersey. The last tour will
begin at 3:30 p.m. Visitors are also
invited to stop by the museum gift
shop.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2 for adults, 50 cents for
students and free for children under
age six.

On Saturday and Sunday, October
16 and 17, the museum will be among
23 historic sites open for free tours
during Union County’s celebration
of Arts and Humanities Month. For
more information about the museum,
please call (908) 232-1776.

LIFE INSURANCE   •   ANNUITIES   •   ESTATE PRESERVATION   •   LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE 

This is the true story of how your life 
insurance prevented a financial disaster. 

(At least, it could be.)

ou’re in the minority. You actually have enough life
insurance. The fact is, many Americans are substantially

underinsured.  Some think the insurance they got through work is all
they need. Others mistakenly think they can’t afford the premiums.
But not you. You understood the value of life insurance. And you took
the time to sit down with Prudential and get it right.

It means your kids could still afford to go to the college of their
choice. Your spouse wouldn’t have to worry about defaulting on the
mortgage or making early retirement plan withdrawals. Your family
could continue to feel all the love you have for them. Who said life
insurance was boring?

Y

Call me today. 

IFS-A095065 Ed. 8/2004

Jeffrey R. McMahon, CLTC

The Prudential Insurance Company of America

Premier Agent

1243 Route 22 E., Mountainside NJ 07092
Tel 908 654-0092  Fax 908 654-0236
jeff.mcmahon@prudential.com
Headquartered in Newark, NJ

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Co-sponsored by Union
County Board of Chosen

Freeholders &
Department of Parks &
Recreation and Rose

Squared Productions, Inc.

Springfield Ave.,
Cranford

GARDEN ST. PKY TO EXIT 138, WEST 2 MILES;
RT22 TO RT577 SOUTH 1.3 MILES; FOLLOW

SIGNS; PARK FREE AT UNION COUNTY COLLEGE

Fine Art & Crafts
at Nomahegan Park

OCT. 2-3

908-874-5247 OR WWW.ROSESQUARED.COM

• FREE •
RAIN OR SHINE

10AM-5PM

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
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Hartzells Welcome
Son, James Charles
Cate and Chris Hartzell of Ber-

keley Heights have announced the
birth of their son, James Charles
Hartzell, on Tuesday, August 3, at
12:56 p.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Jamie weighed 8 pounds and 8
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandpar-
ents are Charlotte and Charles
Steele of Princeton, Mass.

His paternal grandparents are
Lynne and Larry Hartzell of
Westfield.

Sermon Series to Focus
On ‘Seven Wonders’
SCOTCH PLAINS – A seven-week

sermon series entitled “The 7 Won-
ders” will begin on Sunday, October
3, at the Scotch Plains Christian
Church. The church is located at 1800
Raritan Road, next to the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools.

The series is based on seven basic
questions that people often wonder
about — Why do I exist? Is there a
God? Am I unique or significant?
Why is life so unfair? Why do I feel
alone? Why do I struggle with doing
what I know is right? Is there life after
death?

The church’s worship services are
at 11 a.m. each week. For more infor-
mation or to receive a “7 Wonders”
booklet, please call (908) 889-1690
or visit www.commonjourney.com.

ornament debut
saturday & sunday, october 2-3

mickey mouse mug 
$2.95 when you buy any 2 

Disney Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments.
Regularly $7.95

© Disney

Show off 3 of your favorite new ornaments.

treasure trees keepsake ornament holder
$4.95 with purchase of 2 Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments. Holder regularly $9.95 
Ornaments sold separately.

Be there when we unveil more than 70 new ornaments!

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer © & ® The Rudolph Co., L.P. “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” animated program ©1964, renewed 1992 Classic Media, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Under license to GT Merchandising & Licensing LLC.
At participating stores while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Not valid on previous purchases. 2004 Hallmark Cards, Inc.

irma’s
only at . . .

39 South Martine Ave., Fanwood • 908-232-4008

Receive a FREE

Yankee Candle Jar

with any

$35 Ornament Purchase


