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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The leaves use solar energy to
convert nitrogen, potash and

phosphorus into starch and sugar.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business
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CDs with great  growth potential

Lock in a great CD rate today…get a 
higher rate later with Valley’s Step-Up CD. 

Now there is no reason to put off waiting for a 
better rate. Valley’s Step-Up CD gives you a great 

rate today and a one-time opportunity to “step-up” 
to a higher rate, should rates increase. 

2.50%
APY

Opening rate for 36-month Step-Up CD

2.00%
APY

Opening rate for 18-month Step-Up CD

See a Valley Branch for details. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of September 24, 2004. 
A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal and penalty could reduce earnings on your account.

Oklahoma Resident Recalls When He
Grew Up on St. Marks in Westfield

Thanks Tom and Lisa Luzzi for open-
ing their St. Marks home to this old pre-
vious resident (35 years ago)! It brought
back a lot of memories. After leaving, I
toured around town with my family. It’s
really amazing just how much is the same
as it was 35 and 40 years ago.

The baseball diamonds I used to play at
a few blocks away on a team called the
Dodgers are virtually almost identical,
and the park over by the police station is
unchanged. You still have police direct-
ing traffic downtown. You don’t see that
much anymore. It really felt like I had
stepped back in time.

I used to catch big orange carp (or at
least they seemed big at the time) in the
parks pond and watched summer con-
certs with string bands full of banjos on
the little bandstand. I loved to skate on
that pond too which usually froze well
enough for a week of two in the winter.

I can remember sledding down those
small hills next to St. Paul’s Church. I
sledded so long that my fingers and feet
would be totally numb by the time I got
home for dinner. My kids have no idea
what it’s like to be cold.

I saw the Sound of Music, Hard Days
Night (Beatles movie) and Patton down
at the Rialto when it was a single movie
theater. I bought candy and comic books
down around the corner at “Ted’s Smoke
Shop” on my way to Junior High at
Roosevelt school. I received a special
tour of the fire station downtown when I
was about 8 or 9 after getting caught
playing with matches in some alley way
near the post office (it worked. I haven’t
played with the things since!).

I used to pick up a gallon of milk for my
mother when I was just a small boy. It was
call the “Finest” then. When I got bigger,
I remember playing on the railroad tracks
behind it. Parents were a lot less worried
about where their kids went in those days.
We placed pennies and nickels on the
track to see them get flattened by the
passing commuter and freight trains.

I felt like the boy I was back in those
days of the “Amazing Mets”, “The Eagle
Landing”, and Yankee #7 who I might
add grew up here in Oklahoma. Then I
looked in a mirror and found that 35 plus
years had indeed slipped by. It’s probably
the closest thing to a time warp I’ll ever
experience. A little like “Back to the

Future” in reverse.
Of course most of the families I knew

are gone. Two notable exceptions are my
piano teacher Mrs. Keeteur who still lives
across the street from my old house, and
Dr. Howenstein who lives a few doors
down on the corner. I remember the doc-
tor making house calls. Having your doc-
tor so close is certainly unusual these days
with medicine being practiced out of
medical offices.

Our family dentist, Dr. Cox, lived and
made his office next door which was liter-
ally a hop, skip and a jump away. I loved
that dentist. He used laughing gas and I still
have a mouth full of his good work.

I noted the demise of my old elemen-
tary Grant school, that was torn down to
make way for the public library that used
to be housed in the Municipal building. I
know it was “old” because it had 1906
imprinted on the steps I climbed to class.

Everyone’s heard the story of someone
walking miles to school in snowstorms. I
can recall walking to Grant school in just
such conditions with my buckle-on snow
boots at the old age of 7 or 8. Granted
school was only about three blocks away,
but it seemed to be miles instead of blocks!

I walked home from Grant everyday
for lunch at noon as all but a very tiny
minority of kids did in those days. I won-
der how many kids do that today, any-
where? I recall getting so tired of my
mother’s lunch menu, that when I moved
onto Roosevelt Jr. High, the cafeteria
seemed like heaven with “new” tasting
food like meatloaf and Beefaroni. A hot
lunch cost 35 cents with milk at 3 cents a
carton — 4 cents for chocolate. Did I say
I was in heaven?

At the advanced grade of 4th, you were
permitted to ride your bike to school after
you passed a riding test. You got your
bicycle licensed with a sticker applied
below the seat). They had a police officer
I remember as Captain Catalog who in-
structed the young kids on what to do for
different emergencies. He couldn’t still
be around, could he?

When I went to Grant School and when
my younger brother and sisters attended,
the parents used to put on a “Talent Show”
every year which wasn’t your typical
talent show where everyone does their
own thing. This talent show was actually
a scripted show with a plot that took on
themes like Dudley Doright. It mixed in
local events to create a show that I re-
member being very funny as a kid. It
became so popular that it put on multiple
shows, and then to move to the Roosevelt
School auditorium to accommodate larger
audiences.

My mother participated, although she
wasn’t ever a main character. It was al-
ways great fun for all. I wonder if such a
thing is still produced, possibly at Wash-
ington Elementary?

Thanks again for your hospitality and
the memories when I was resident.

Hank Duncan
Yukon, Oklahoma

Mayor Martin Marks and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato are well
into their door-to-door campaign and
now have visited residents in all 21
voting districts of Scotch Plains.

“The are many benefits of walking
the town, not the least of which is
getting some good exercise while at
the same time seeing our beautiful
community up close and hearing what
is on our residents minds,” said Mayor
Marks. “There is no doubt that our
residents take pride in Scotch Plains
and especially what their particular
neighborhoods have to offer. Com-
ments and suggestions from our resi-
dents are helpful and at times enlight-
ening. For those that want to spend the
time in conversation the topic invari-
ably turns to the incredible increase in
property values we have experienced
over the last few years. There is no
question that Scotch Plains residents
have made a shrewd investment that
has appreciated considerably.”

In February 2003,
CBSMarketwatch.com had an exclu-
sive report detailing “The Most Un-
dervalued Communities” in the ten
largest metropolitan areas across the
United States. The criteria used were
things such as quality of education,
municipal services provided, crime
rates, level of education of residents
in the community, and other quality
of life issues, including home prices
especially as they compared to other
communities in the region.

As it turned out, Scotch Plains was
cited as the number one best value in
the New York Metropolitan area. Just
last year Scotch Plains property val-
ues rose an incredible 22.4 percent
which was tops in Union County.
Over a three-year period, home val-
ues increased by 43 percent, which
was also at the top of the Union
County list.

“Scotch Plains continues to be a
wonderful place to live and raise a
family and it appears that it has be-
come a wise financial investment as
well,” said Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato. “I think there is good rea-
son why home values in Scotch Plains
have accelerated at a greater pace
than surrounding communities.
There is no question that our central-
ized location and the fine reputation
of our school system has helped,
however there are other things that
make Scotch Plains rise to the top of
the list. We have made great strides
to provide more recreation opportu-
nities for our youngsters, and ex-
pand services for our seniors. We
have maintained important and popu-
lar programs while other towns are
eliminating them. We will continue
in our efforts to provide these ser-
vices for the lowest possible cost. I
suspect you will see Scotch Plains
property values continue to rise at an
impressive pace even as the real es-
tate market in other towns begin to
cool.”

WHS Parking Solution
Is to Not Let Students
Drive Cars to School
I agree with the sentiments expressed

by Mr. Michael Nemeth of Westfield in
his letter to the editor published in the
September 16 edition of The Westfield
Leader. The Westfield High School
(WHS) parking question must be resolved.
While I appreciate the time that the board
and the town have already spent on this
issue, a final resolution has been elusive.

I agree with Mr. Nemeth that the selec-
tive way in which street parking has been
imposed on the neighborhood thus far is
unfair. But I respectfully disagree with
Mr. Nemeth’s overall proposal. In my
opinion, the solution to the WHS parking
problem is not alternate side of the street
parking. The solution is not to permit
students to drive to school. All WHS
students manage to find their way to school
everyday without adding to the parking
problem before they get their license.
Why does anything have to change? Driv-
ing is a privilege, not a right, and neither
the board nor the parents need to extend
that privilege to driving to school.

I realize that students want to drive and
that parents welcome relief from the role
of chauffer for the last year or so of a
student’s primary education. I am not
unsympathetic. Indeed, in a few years I
will be in that exact position. But their
collective inconvenience (and mine in a
few years) must be balanced against the
inconvenience of our neighbors who live
in the WHS parking zone. These resi-
dents are not merely inconvenienced for
the year or so until graduation. They are
inconvenienced year after year as each
new class of students comes of age.

Allowances can be made for students
who have to work on those days that they
actually work and for other legitimate
reasons. I am sure that suitable arrange-
ments can be made for these students,
which will not adversely impact the neigh-
borhood.

No solution is perfect, but this solution
worked when many of us were in school
(I walked more than a mile to elementary
school) and I see no reason why it would
not work for Westfield now. No taxes
need be raised, no decks need be built,
and no street is pitted against another.

Michael Teschner
Westfield

Prose Tells of WF
Speed Hump Whale

Humpback whales roam the seas;
Riding waves with sonic ease; With
muffled snorts they dart; Unlike their
motor counterpart; Who ride the rounded
surface hump; With boxy, lavish auto
junk.

The autos slam, and screech and speed;
Heedless of the safety need. Peddles
pushed and horns a blare; To make it to
the shoprite lair; With kids and cargo
hurling up; Chassis bouncing, spilled cof-
fee cup.

But who can blame the poor driver, no.
They take what’s dished, and then they
blow.

Town officials doing ‘their best’; But
don’t they work at our behest? Judging by
the common good; For traffic easing
measures they stood. Tho, heavens, NOT
in their neighborhood!

So, the monster hump continues to
gobble; Every point and plug and pick-up
nozzle.

Some contract loyalist with taxpayers
money; Is laughing all the way to sunny,
Italy, where gondolas need not bump;
Into any obnoxious speed hump.

Marion Mogielnicki
Westfield

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains GOP

Mayor Martin Marks
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

There are Many Benefits
Walking the Township

Scotch Plains Democratic candi-
dates Andrew Baron for mayor and
Barbara Baldasarre for township
council have announced that the time
has come to appoint a volunteer citi-
zens advocate in town hall to assist
township employees respond to the
needs of our residents.

The position, which would be un-
paid and filled by one or two volun-
teer citizens, would be similar to a
consumer advocate or customer ser-
vice department which many busi-
nesses utilize to provide better ser-
vice to their customers.

“In my own profession I have re-
ceived the benefit of consumer liai-
sons with the businesses I deal with,”
said Mr. Baron. “The same concept
can be applied to government ser-
vices so we know whether we are
meeting the needs of the taxpayers,
and if not, how we can improve the
delivery of such services.”

Mrs. Baldasarre pointed out that a
few years ago the position of tele-
phone switchboard operator at town
hall was eliminated and replaced with
an automatic phone system.

“As we have campaigned, we have
learned that the current system is
frustrating for those who do not have
contact with local government on a
regular basis,” Mrs. Baldasarre said.
“A citizens advocate would be a cen-
tral point to steer citizens to the right
department and would follow up with
those citizens by phone or mail to
make sure their needs have been ad-
dressed.”

Mr. Baron and Mrs. Baldasarre both
know how hard working our town-
ship employees are. This proposal
will make their job easier as it guides
those contacting town hall through
the proper channels. In this way, our
government services can be improved
at no cost to the taxpayers.

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains DEMs

Andrew Baron for Mayor
Barbara Baldasarre for Council

DEMs Support Creation
Of Citizens Advocate

CARING FROM HOME…During Westfield Festifall, tickets were sold for the
Support Our Troops Pancake Breakfast to be held on Saturday, October 16, from
7 a.m. to noon at the Westfield Armory. The public is invited and all proceeds go
to support the National Guard and their families. Pictured, from left to right are:
Alice Miller, Julie Dvorak, Dianne Gorbaty, and Claudia Cuca.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com I N S U R E D

• FREE unlimited checkwriting and transactions
• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
• FREE of monthly service charge if daily balance of

$1,000 or higher is maintained

Hurry! Open your account today
and receive a $25 Westfield Gift Coin
redeemable at participating businesses

in downtown Westfield!**

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of less than $25,000 earn .50% APY. Rates subject
to change based on market conditions and without notice. Minimum balance to open is $25,000.
If account is closed prior to 1 year, a $25.00 service fee is assessed. If balance is below $1,000,
there is a $10 monthly service fee and no interest is earned. Offer applies only to new accounts,
new money, and funds may not be transferred from an existing Town Bank account.

**Gift coins available only while supplies last. Offer may be withdrawn without notice.
Tax liability is responsibility of the account holder.

You Will Notice the Difference …
Town Super Checking!

on balances of $25,000 or more.

2.02%
Rate guaranteed until May 1, 2005. 
Applies to new accounts only.

APY*

Letters to the Editor
See more letters on page 17.


