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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nomahegan Park is home to sev-
eral worthy annual events, and the
FFFFFine Arine Arine Arine Arine Art & Ct & Ct & Ct & Ct & Craftsraftsraftsraftsrafts show is surely
one. This season, it will be held on
Saturday and Sunday, October 2
and 3, from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.,
rain or shine. Admission is free for
this juried show of the works of
120 fine artists, craftspeople, pho-
tographers, and sculptors. There
will also be musical entertainment
and food vendors. The park is di-
rectly across the road from Union
County College, on Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford. Call (908) 527-
4900 for more information.

* * * * * * *
Across the road, at Union County

College, the FFFFFourourourourourth Cth Cth Cth Cth Crrrrrystal Bystal Bystal Bystal Bystal Ballallallallall
RRRRRoom oom oom oom oom event will be held on Satur-
day, October 2, from 10 a.m. until
5 p.m. Enjoy a psychic and holistic
adventure, with readers, demon-
strations, and vesndors of products
and approaches to health and
wellness. It will be held at the Cam-
pus Commons and admission is
$5. Get directions at www.ucc.edu.
If you’re ambitious, take advantage
of both of these interesting events.

* * * * * * *
The Newark Museum’s exhibit,

NNNNNicholas and Alexandra: Aicholas and Alexandra: Aicholas and Alexandra: Aicholas and Alexandra: Aicholas and Alexandra: Attttt
HHHHHome with the Last ome with the Last ome with the Last ome with the Last ome with the Last TTTTTsar and Hsar and Hsar and Hsar and Hsar and Hisisisisis
FFFFFamilyamilyamilyamilyamily, will be on display through
January 9, 2005. See treasures dis-
played for the first time, from Rus-
sian state collections, including
Faberge items, children’s toys, rare
footage of movies taken by the tsar,
and family albums. Get a glimpse
into the private life of the last Rus-
sian imperial family. Hours are from
Wednesday through Sunday, from
noon to 5 p.m. The museum is
located at 49 Washington Street.
For more information, visit
www.NewarkMuseum.org.

* * * * * * *
There is still one complete six-

week session left of the FFFFFall 2004all 2004all 2004all 2004all 2004
FFFFFilmmakers Silmmakers Silmmakers Silmmakers Silmmakers Symposiumymposiumymposiumymposiumymposium. This
opportunity to meet the stars, writ-
ers, producers, and directors of a
variety of films, is the closest you
may get to Sundance, Cannes, or
Toronto. Attend private screenings,
along with interviews and discus-
sions. Call (800) 531-9416 to re-
serve a spot for the second session,
beginning on Monday, November
1, at the Loews Mountainside on
Route 22 East. Screenings are on
Mondays at 7:15 p.m.

* * * * * * *
Award-winning filmmakers

Jenny Stein and James LaVeck will
present their latest thought-pro-
voking documentary, PPPPPeaceableeaceableeaceableeaceableeaceable
KingdomKingdomKingdomKingdomKingdom, at the New Jersey Film
Festival at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
September 30, in Loree Hall 024
on the Rutgers University campus
in New Brunswick. The 70-minute
film has been hailed as “a master-
piece” by Dr. Jane Goodall. An
inspiring story of personal redemp-
tion, compassion, healing and hope,
the film takes an eye and heart
opening journey to the front lines
of an unseen national drama. Ad-
mission is $6, and information is
available at: www.njfilmfest.com or
by calling (732) 932-8482.

WF SWF SWF SWF SWF Symphony Oymphony Oymphony Oymphony Oymphony Orrrrrchestra chestra chestra chestra chestra WWWWWillillillillill
SSSSShohohohohowwwwwcase case case case case VVVVViolinist Xiang Giolinist Xiang Giolinist Xiang Giolinist Xiang Giolinist Xiang Gaoaoaoaoao

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Violinist Xiang Gao
will be the featured performer at the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
(WSO) season-opening concert on Sat-
urday, October 2, at 8 p.m. at the
Union County Arts Center (UCAC),
located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

Gao will perform
Samuel Barber’s Con-
certo for Violin and Or-
chestra. The program
will also include
Beethoven’s Symphony
No. 5 in C Minor and
Louis Scarmolin’s Two
Vignettes for Orchestra.

Recognized interna-
tionally as one of the
most successful per-
forming artists of his
generation, Gao has
been cited by The New
York Times as a “rare
and soulful virtuoso.”
The Washington Post
said, “Gao’s blend of
emotion and technique,
strength and subtlety was a pleasure to
witness!”

He has performed for such world
leaders as former President George H.
W. Bush and former Chinese President
Xian-nian Li. His musical integrity
and virtuosic technique have gained
accolades from reviewers around the
world.

WSO Music Director David Wroe
stated, “Mr. Gao is a dazzling young
violinist. His depth, sensitivity and spir-
ited performance are sure to thrill audi-
ences.”

Born into a family of musicians, Gao
began piano studies at
the age of six. Two years
later, he switched to vio-
lin studies with his par-
ents, both of whom are
professional violinists.
He continued his edu-
cation at the prestigious
Central Conservatory
of Music in Beijing and
the University of Michi-
gan School of Music.

A permanent resident
of the United States,
Gao resides with his wife
in Delaware, where he
is the youngest faculty
member at the Univer-
sity of Delaware School
of Music.

Highlights of Gao’s
recent engagements include the North
American premiere of Edward Tubin’s
Violin Concerto No. 1 with the De-
troit Symphony and the U.S. premiere
performance of Eino Tamberg’s con-
certo with the Absolute Ensemble in
Merkin Hall in New York City.

He has performed as a soloist with
the Czech Philharmonic, Japan Phil-
harmonic, Estonia National Sym-
phony, Kansas City Symphony, Mem-
phis Symphony, Alabama Symphony,
Aspen Music Festival Orchestra, Knox-
ville Symphony, Delaware Symphony
and New Hampshire Symphony,
among others.

Among the world’s major concert
halls and festivals at which Gao fre-
quently appears are Carnegie Hall,
Finlandia Hall in Helsinki, Spoleto
Music Festival, Aspen Music Tent,
Smetana Hall in Prague, Bogota Inter-
national Festival, and Interlochen Fes-
tival.

He offers master classes and recital
performances throughout North
America, Asia, Europe and South
America. As an active chamber musi-
cian Gao has collaborated with some of
the world’s leading chamber musicians
such as members of the Guarneri String
Quartet and the Beaux Arts Trio. He is
a founding member and Artistic Di-
rector of the International Chamber
Players and the University of Delaware
Chamber Music Society.

Barber’s Violin Concerto is consid-
ered by many to be one of the most
important American concerti. Com-
posed at the outbreak of World War II,
it marks a major change in Barber’s
musical style. Joseph Orchard, a local
musicologist, will offer a free pre-con-
cert lecture discussing the Barber con-
certo along with Beethoven’s Symphony
No. 5 and Scarmolin’s Two Vignettes.

The lecture will start at 7 p.m. at the
UCAC. Tickets for the concert are $25
to $60 with discounts for students and
seniors. Concert tickets may be pur-
chased directly from the WSO by call-
ing (908) 232-9400 or visiting the
Symphony office (224 East Broad
Street) or the UCAC by calling (732)
499-0441 or visiting the box office.

Tickets are also available at the fol-
lowing WSO ticket outlets: Lancaster,
Ltd. and The Town Book Store, both of
Westfield, Martin Jewelers in Cranford
and Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains.

Violinist Xiang GaoViolinist Xiang GaoViolinist Xiang GaoViolinist Xiang GaoViolinist Xiang Gao
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students develop the commitment and
discipline to learn an art form well,
whether it be in music, dance or drama;
and in doing so, build the confidence
the students need not only for a career
in theatre, but to face any challenge in
life.

For more information on WYACT
classes, please visit www.westfieldnj.com/
wyact, call (908) 233-3200 or e-mail
wyactnj@comcast.net.
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It’s autumn! Time to turn our at-
tention to falling leaves, windy days
and pumpkins and time to read about
fall.

Did you know that the pumpkin
is a fruit, not a vegetable? Jacqueline
Farmer tells us all about
this fall favorite in her
book, “Pumpkins”
(Charlesbridge, 2004).
This is a wonderful book
crammed with lots of
interesting facts about
the seasonal symbol from
how it saved the pilgrims
from starvation during
their first winter in Ply-
mouth, Mass., to the leg-
end behind calling it a
“Jack o’ Lantern.” There
are step-by-step instructions for carv-
ing a pumpkin and even a recipe for
a yummy pumpkin
pie. As the dark
night start to
lengthen, “Pump-
kins” will give el-
ementary school
aged children lots to
do to pass the time.

The kaleidoscope
of colors brought
about by the chang-
ing leaves is beautifully illustrated in
“Leaf Jumpers” by Carol Gerber
(Charlesbridge, 2004). Eight leaves -
the maple, sugar maple, white oak,
basswood, birch, willow, sycamore
and ginkgo are illustrated in this
rhyming tale that recalls the joys of
jumping into a pile of leaves. An
informative back page tells the el-
ementary school aged reader why
leaves turn colors in the fall.

Dawn Publications of Nevada City,
Calif. is a children’s book publisher
dedicated to helping readers develop

an appreciation for the natural world.
Their 1996 release “Discover the
Seasons” is an interesting and infor-
mative look at all four seasons. The
section about fall highlights the ac-
tivities of nature that herald the sea-
son. Five suggested fall activities, from
building a bird feeder to creating a

nature centerpiece, will
help young readers be-
come in tune with the
season. Four recipes us-
ing the fruits of the har-
vest are included in this
outstanding book writ-
ten by Diane Iverson.

Even babies love au-
tumn! The board book,
“Autumn Walk” by Ann
Burg (HarperFestival,
2003) is targeted for
those younger than one

year. The bright pictures and simple
sing-song text will hold the imagina-

tion of even the
youngest listener.

Children be-
tween the ages of
four to eight will
enjoy “A Chill in
the Air: Nature Po-
ems for Fall and
Winter” by John
Frank (Simon and
Schuster Children’s

Publications, 2003) and “I Know It’s
Autumn” by Eileen Spinelli, a re-
cently released (2004) Harper Collins
Juvenile Book.

Math in the fall? Of course! “Math
for Autumn: Grades 2-3” (Evan
Moore Educational Publishers) by
Jo E. Moore is part of the Daily
Problem Solving Series. This over-
sized book, published in 1996, con-
tains scores of multiple-stepped, fall-
based math problems. There are il-
lustrations, and the book is perfo-
rated for easy removal of pages.

SSSSSight- and Hight- and Hight- and Hight- and Hight- and Hearing-Iearing-Iearing-Iearing-Iearing-Impairmpairmpairmpairmpairededededed
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Springfield Li-
ons Club, the New Jersey State Arts
Council, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation and the Union County College
Foundation enabled special perfor-
mances by The Theater Project’s (TTP)
The Mystery of Irma Vep for the sight
and hearing impaired.

One open-captioned performance
hearing-impaired patrons and one au-
dio-described show for the sight-im-
paired audiences will be presented for
the play, which runs from this evening
to Sunday, October 17.

The Saturday, October 2, perfor-
mance at 8 p.m. will be audio-de-
scribed. Sight-impaired patrons are
provided with headsets, and while they
hear the actors perform, they also listen
to a narrator in the wings describe the
physical action of the play.

The Saturday, October 9, perfor-
mance at 8 p.m. will be open-cap-
tioned to allow hearing-impaired pa-
trons to read the dialogue while they
view the action.

The Mystery of Irma Vep, which will
be held at the Roy Smith Theater at
Union County College, 1033 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford, features
nearly a dozen roles held by two actors,
Harry Patrick Christian and Rick
Delaney. Both actors are members of
the Actors’ Equity Association.

TTP, Union County College’s Pro-
fessional Theater Company, is celebrat-
ing its 10th anniversary season of pro-
ducing new works and contemporary

classics.
Tickets for Friday, Saturday and Sun-

day performances are $18 per person.
Thursday tickets cost $10 per person,
while students pay $10 for all perfor-
mances. Senior citizens pay $10 for
tickets on Senior Sunday, October 3.

For reservations, please call TTP Box
Office at (908) 659-5189.

ArArArArArea Nea Nea Nea Nea Nativativativativative American Ce American Ce American Ce American Ce American Culturulturulturulturultureeeee
TTTTTo Bo Bo Bo Bo Be Ee Ee Ee Ee Explorxplorxplorxplorxplored Ned Ned Ned Ned Next Sext Sext Sext Sext Saturaturaturaturaturdaydaydaydayday

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
invites adults ages 18 and older to learn
about the Native Americans who lived
here before Europeans settled in New
Jersey.

John Kraft, the director of Lenape
Lifeways Educational Programs, Inc.,
will share his knowledge on Saturday,
October 2, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This program is part of a new series
of adult workshops offered by Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Kraft has presented hundreds of pro-
grams on the Lenape, or Delaware
Indians of New Jersey. He has pub-
lished “The Indians of Lenapehoking,”
and illustrated books such as “The
Lenape or Delaware Indians.” Now
lecturing for more than 20 years, his
goal is to create an enthusiasm and
appreciation for these remarkable
people through slides, life drawings,
and “hands on” experience with Lenape
tools, weapons, masks, clothing and
musical instruments.

“We are very pleased to bring such a
great program to the people of Union
County,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada. “Pro-
grams such as this one prove learning
can be interactive and fun, even for
adults.”

The Lenape Lifeways Lecture and
Walk promises to be engaging, educa-
tional, and fun. Participants will dis-
cover how the Lenape people dressed,
built shelters, grew crops, fished,
hunted, cooked, made tools and treated
illness.

This program is offered through the
Horizons Speakers Bureau of the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities, a
state partner of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.

Following Kraft’s presentation will
be an instructional hike, led by a
Trailside naturalist who will identify
local plants and trees used by the Lenape
Indians. During the walk, participants
will discover how to use the “fox walk”
to sneak up on prey and play tracker
games to enhance hunting skills.

The program will culminate around
a campfire with Lenape story telling
and a lesson in the technique of mak-
ing cordage.

Space is limited, so pre-registration
is preferred. The fee for this workshop
is $20 for Union County residents and
$25 for non-county residents. Light
refreshments are included. The Lenape
Lifeways Lecture and Walk is held rain
or shine, so please dress appropriately
in case of inclement weather.

For additional information about
this or other adult workshops or up-
coming events at Trailside, please call
(908) 789-3670. Trailside Nature and
Science Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Sunny skies studded
with friendly clouds greeted the at-
tendees of Union County’s 23rd An-
nual Harvest Festival on September 26
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside.

The event was co-hosted by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation.

Approximately 3,500 people at-
tended, according to Tom Plante of the
Union County Office of Public Infor-
mation.

As in years past, the goal of this year’s
Harvest Festival was to “bring history
to life,” and the grounds of the Trailside
Nature and Science Center were trans-
formed back in time to the Revolution-
ary War and Colonial American pe-
riod.

A number of performances and ac-
tivities offered attendees of all ages the
opportunity to experience the rich cul-
tural and historical heritage ties of
Union County to this time period.

Among the offerings were demon-
strations of common 18th century ac-
tivities such as quilting, soap making,
and butter churning.

One of the most well attended dem-
onstrations was the model of the Revo-
lutionary War Encampment, provided
by the living history organization, the
Fourth New Jersey Continentals. Most
onlookers were amazed by the differ-

ence in sleeping quarters between the
officers and soldiers. Where six soldiers
to a tent slept on straw and shared one
blanket, an officer reveled in the
“luxury” of a cot in a tent all to himself.

“We want to inspire people to think
about history by providing a ‘hands-
on’ approach,” explained George
Behnke, of New Providence, Com-
mander of the Fourth New Jersey Con-
tinentals. Behnke, who founded the
organization six years ago, finds events
such as the Harvest Festival especially
important because he feels children are
not learning enough about the Revolu-
tionary War in school.

“The educational system has moved
away from this important period of
American history,” he continued, add-
ing that virtually nothing is taught
these days about his “number one hero,”
George Washington.

Other festival activities included
demonstrations of survival skills such
as canoe building, gun-smithing and
fur trapping. A variety of local musical
groups provided entertainment. A sam-
pling of Colonial food was also offered.

As people in period costumes
mingled with the crowds, children en-
joyed pony rides and many families
made scarecrows, which were entered
into a scarecrow contest.

“All in all, this year’s Harvest Festival
was a great blend of local history, na-
ture and entertainment,” proclaimed
Union County Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, Alpha
Video officially released their latest in
the Alpha New Cinema line, Just Add
Pepper by Westfield native and direc-
tor Peter Paul Basler.

Now on DVD priced at $8, the
independently produced romantic
comedy is filled with trailers, a making
of documentary, DVD commentary
with the director and stars, deleted
scenes, a music video and more.

Shot in New Jersey in the summer of
2001, the release is the culmination of
more than six years of work by Basler
and his film group, The Tomorrow
Project.

Marc Coppola, actor and New York
radio personality, said, “Just Add Pepper
is really a look at opposites in life. It has
been said to ‘Keep your friends close and
your enemies closer.’ Basler provies it to
be, ‘Keep your enemies close and your
friends and family very close.’”

“This film is a struggle between fam-
ily, love, friendship and loyalty, all set
in a small town,” said Coppola. “For a
first feature film, this director and his
crew make Indie filmmaking look pol-
ished and easy (which we all know it’s
not). He also shows that he gets the
very best performances from his actors.

A great first film…”
Basler added, “We are proud to be an

Alpha New Cinema release. Alpha
Video is committed to providing an
outlet for great independent films. They
create a quality product with outstand-
ing graphics, fantastic discs and all for
an affordable price. Working with Al-
pha has been a dream come true.”

The film stars Matthew McCallum,
Jessica Gannon, David Ranson,
Michael Kennealy, Darrin Bennett,
Frank Hendricks, James O’Donoghue
and Kristen Caldwell.

Basler’s credits include Just Add Pep-
per, which he wrote and directed, Re-
ality & Stuff, an improvisational com-
edy that he directed, and As Cool As
Jennifer, an independent television pi-
lot he wrote and directed.

The co-founder of the Westfield Film
Festival, Basler studied under director
Dylan Kidd in New York City. His
previous credits include work on Bas-
tard Out of Carolina, directed by An-
gelica Huston and starring Jennifer
Jason Leigh, and G.P., Australia’s long-
running doctor drama.

For more information on Just Add
Pepper and Basler, please visit
www.justaddpepper.com. To order the
DVD, visit any major online retailer or
www.oldies.com.
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the bedside of patients.”
With the aid of Exceptional Parent

Magazine Publisher Joseph Valenzano,
Jr., DeFelice is sending out his message
about the importance of the
Doctornaut Act through the Internet.

“We sent out e-mail blasts to about
100,000 people,” Valenzano told The
Leader/Times. “The public media
would be well-served to take notice of
the importance of this endeavor.”

“Dr. DeFelice is innovative and al-
ways thinks outside of the box,” he
said.

“Diseases such as Parkinson’s,
Huntington’s and Alzheimer’s lend
themselves to this kind of research,”
added Valenzano when discussing the
benefits that could stem from the
Doctornaut’s Act.

“What better subjects than the doc-
tors themselves?” he asked.

To learn more about Doctornaut’s,
please visit the FIM website at
www.fimdefelice.com and Exceptional
Parent Magazine at www.eparent.com.
Both websites contain links to politi-
cians whereby letters of support can be
sent regarding the act.

Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:
• Susan Dougherty reviews The

Mystery of Irma Vep; previews
Rainbow Experience production;

• The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s first concert of the
season will be reviewed by Brad
Tinfow;

• Reeves-Reed Arboretum’s
Harvest Festival activities spot-
lighted.
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