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WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

At the Municipal Building:
Community Room / Conference Room B

The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for
the 2005 baseball season.  Anyone interested in addressing the
board is welcome to attend the meeting or contact the board
directly at westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the
WBL Board of Directors for the 2005 season:

TITLE

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Pony / Mustang League

Major League

International League

Registration

4th Grade

3rd Grade

2nd Grade

1st Grade

Kindergarten

Equipment / Uniforms

Sponsors / Fund Raising

NAME

Frank Fusaro

Gary Fox

Kevin Marino

Jay Anderson

Jim Reardon

Leo White

Phil Russo

Matt Isabella

Andrew Thompson

Ron Greenberg

Leo White

John Monaghan

Al Rabinowitz

Greg Gradel

Steve Macri
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LAFORGE COMPLETES 13 OF 20 PASSES FOR 128 YDS

Blue Knights’ Aerial Assault
Levels Raider Gridders, 23-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If Blue Knight receivers Todd
Dorcelus and Gerald Guerrier were
vicious weapons, then sophomore
quarterback Amir Morris was the trig-
ger mechanism that led the 2-1
Irvington High School football team
to a 23-0 victory over visiting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on September 24.

Morris completed 11 of 21 passes
for 298 yards, including touchdown
passes of 23 yards and 58 yards, re-
spectively, to Dorcelus, who finished
with six receptions for 133 yards, and
a 65-yard touchdown pass to Guerrier.
If he could not find a receiver, Morris
kept the Raider defense off-guard by
scrambling 13 times for 70 yards.
The Blue Knights finished with 127

yards on the ground.
“They got some athletes. Dorcelus

is a great player. The quarterback
makes plays,” stated Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “They are a
good football team. We just have to
learn from it and move on.”

Even though, the 2-1 Raiders played
without the services of halfback
Lakiem Lockery, who had been nurs-
ing a knee injury, in the second half,
they managed to chew up 168 yards
on the ground on 32 carries. Lockery
rushed 65 yards on 14 carries in the
first half. Quarterback Dan LaForge

found some success in the air, com-
pleting 13 of 20 passes for 128 yards
but was intercepted twice.

The Blue Knights were in full stride
at the beginning of the game and,
after moving the ball to the Raider 47
on the opening kickoff, they churned
to the 25 on four rushing plays where
Morris wiggled down the left sideline
to what seemed to be a touchdown,
but Irvington was penalized seven
yards because a teammate helped to
push him over the goal line. The
Raider defense held, and the Blue

MACNEIL’S GOAL AFTER CORNER KICK NULLIFIED

Blue Devils, Pioneers Battle
To, 0-0, Tie in Girls Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting the momentum rolling on
their side has been tough for the
Westfield High School soccer girls so
far this season. After three tough losses
to quality teams and a 2-2 tie with
Cranford, the Blue Devils believed
for a moment that they had victory in
hand but had to settle for a 0-0 tie with
4-2-1 Somerville on September 27 in
Westfield.

After a relatively even first half, in
which both teams took four shots on
goal, the Blue Devils turned on the heat,

putting the Pioneers on the defensive.
Midway through the second half, se-
nior midfielder Gio Palatucci sent a
corner kick into the box where senior
Emily MacNeil, who came up from her
sweeper position, headed the ball in for
an apparent score. Unfortunately, a call
of off sides nullified the score.

“In my opinion, it was a goal. The
referee called off sides. He said he
had an angle and he could see it there.
I would like to know how it could
have been off sides when my kids
were surrounded by kids from the
other team. It makes it very difficult.

I asked him for the number of who on
our team was off sides and he could
not give me one,” said a disappointed
Blue Devil Head Coach Katie Egan.
“Emily had a great header. She said,
‘that was my point for the season’.
She’s awesome in the air, but the
referee made the call and there is not
a lot you can do about it.”

MacNeil’s play as sweeper also
stood out well. On numerous occa-
sions, she positioned herself in the
right place to thwart Pioneer penetra-
tion of the box. Additionally, she sent
booming kicks downfield, putting her
team on the offensive.

“The best thing about Emily is that
she is consistent. We can rely on her
back there. She very rarely has an off
day. She is good at playing one-time
balls, which is key back there, espe-
cially since our defense has been shifted
around a lot with injuries,” said Egan.

In the second half, especially after
MacNeil’s nullified goal, the Blue
Devil strikers and midfielders put on
a valiant effort and out-shot the Pio-
neers 6-2. After Palatucci sent a di-
rect kick sailing wide right of the
goal, MacNeil, positioned near
midfield, sent a fine lead to Andrea
Hollander, running down the left side.
Hollander’s shot missed to the right.
Next, Stephanie Bridgman broke
loose down the left side and sent
another shot wide right. Danni Fried,
on a feed from MacNeil, sped down
the left side and sent a left-footed shot
just wide to the left then Aly Ludmer
just missed the final shot on goal in
regulation.

“This team has a lot of talent. I
think what they are lacking right now
is confidence. It’s hard. We have a
very hard schedule and it’s hard to
step up and feel confident about the
way you are playing when your record
isn’t reflecting the talent that you
have. I wish we would have finished
on some more of our chances, but
they dug deep and played from within
today,” commented Egan.
Somerville 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 0 0 0 0 0

MYERS NOTCHES 11 KILLS, 4 BLOCKS

Blue Devil V’Ballers Stop
Lady Raiders, 25-21, 25-17

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unfortunately for the 2-2 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls’ volleyball team
it was the 4-1 Westfield Blue Devils
they were playing and no matter how
great you play, Westfield is always
tough to beat. As it turned out the
Blue Devils won a hard fought two-
game battle, 25-21 and 25-17, on
September 27 in Scotch Plains.

Blue Devil Lizzy Myers was influ-
ential, notching 11 kills, four digs
and four blocks. Kaitlyn Shulman
and Annette Baez each had four kills,
Tara Davis contributed with 13 as-
sists and two aces, and Molly Will-
iams garnered 10 assists.

“We were somewhat slow on our
feet in Game 1 and Scotch Plains took
advantage of that. We were trying to
focus on our serves but several misses
put us behind the eight ball. After a
timeout we made some very good
choices and got our offense sparked
up. In Game 2, we utilized our of-
fense much better, mixed up our hit-
ters and went to our middle where

they were having some trouble cover-
ing. We did not miss any service
placements and our placement was
choice,” Westfield Head Coach
Beverly Torak said.

The Raiders relied offensively on
junior Tri-Captain and outside hitter
Kelli Kaskiw who inflicted three kills,
one service point and had four digs. Tri-
captain Erin Gallagher hammered one
ace, one service point, one block and
four digs. Michelle Swick notched one
ace, two service points and five digs.

“Hit for hit, play for play, we defi-
nitely should of come on top today,”
said Raider Head Coach Natasha
Groetsch. “What we did on our side
of the court in terms of plays we
should of picked up on and too many
net fouls proved costly.”

Westfield ran smoothly and main-
tained the advantage in the first game.
With the score tied, 19-19, Shulman
and Myers took final control for the
25-21 win.

“We started out a little shaky, but
we picked it up and built a five-point
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VINTAGE CHARM
Cranford . . . Victorian charm and elegance await you in this five bedroom,

two and a half bath residence.  Fabulous woodwork, three fireplaces, cobalt

blue etched windows, high ceilings, French doors, two Sitting Rooms, a grand

staircase in the gracious Center Hallway, and wrap around Porch with gazebo

overlooking the river are just a few among many of this home’s exceptional,

fine details.  Modern updates include a renovated eat-in kitchen, main bath,

and powder room.  Combining classic design features of days gone by with

today’s most sought after amenities, this truly remarkable home offers you

the best of both worlds . . .

You deserve it . . . call now to schedule a private appointment

Or visit my website:

www.NJTopHomes.com for a Virtual Tour and the Property Brochure.

Faith A. Maricic
908-301-2029 (Direct Line)

Visit my Website at: www.NJTopHomes.com

for Virtual Tours and Property Brochures

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield Office          209 Central Avenue          908-233-5555

© 2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark  of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

EASY ELEGANCE
Cranford . . . Move right in!  This adorable four Bedroom home boasts a bright

and airy Family Room Addition featuring a vaulted ceiling, wood burning stove,

skylights, and a French door with Palladian window opening to the deck affording

a view of the private, fenced backyard.  The updated eat-in Kitchen with plenti-

ful maple cabinets, expansive countertops, and newer appliances opens to a first

floor laundry room and convenient Powder Room.  The Living Room is comple-

mented with a brick fireplace and the refinished hardwood floors with inlays,

arched doorways, and chestnut woodwork offer an atmosphere of graciousness

and comfort.  There is still so much more to see . . .

WSF0914 $579,000WSF0883 $859,900

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING THROUGH FOR A BIG GAIN…Raider fullback Anthony Curry, No. 32, breaks into the clear for a sizable
gain against the Irvington Blue Knights. Curry carried seven times for 56 yards.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IS SHE OFF SIDES OR NOT?…When Blue Devil Emily MacNeil headed the ball
into the net for an apparent goal, one of her teammates was ruled off sides by the
referee. Was she?

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE BATTLE…Blue Devil Lizzy Myers’ aggressive defensive and
offensive play stopped the Raiders in two games on September 27 in Scotch Plains.
Meyers notched 11 kills, four digs and four blocks.


