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Comcast Cable Cost Presentation
Heard by Union County Mayors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An “a la carte” pricing payment for
local cable service would not to pro-
duce any savings to consumers,
Comcast Cable officials told Union
County mayors last week. A la carte
would offer subscribers the ability to
pay for the individual channels they
want as opposed to packages that are
currently sold to consumers.

A study conducted for the National
Cable & Telecommunications Com-
missions (NCTC) and submitted to
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) concluded that a la
carte would decrease the number of

cable networks while also diminish-
ing the quality and diversity of cable
programming. The NCTC represents
large cable operators like Comcast.

The American Cable Association,
representing smaller cable concerns,
has supported a la carte. The FCC is
conducting hearings in Washington,
D.C. and will issue its report to Con-
gress by Thursday, November 18.

Comcast representatives said the
cost charged to cable companies like
Comcast by operators of premium
channels (i.e., the History Channel,
ESPN, Disney Channel) is based on
the number of potential viewers.
Therefore, a person who only wants a

few premium channels would end up
paying the same for three offerings as
they would for the 30 or so channels
they get with a basic cable package.

For instance, under an a la carte
system, the Disney Channel in the
Pennsylvania market would cost $5.90
per month, while ESPN would be $15
by itself, according to Charlie Smith,
3rd, Area Government Director of Gov-
ernment/Community Affairs for
Comcast. Just two or three premium
channels together would cost the $30
per month consumers are currently
paying for the full basic cable pack-
age, which includes over 30 channels.

Mr. Smith said the cost to consum-
ers would increase due to higher per
channel costs from declining advertis-
ing revenues to cable networks, as
well as higher licensing and operating
fees.

“The consumer would actually be
spending more money and getting a
lot less,” said Mr. Smith, the guest
speaker at last week’s Union County
League of Municipalities meeting at
the Garwood Municipal Building.

According to Molly Adams, Comcast
Area Manager of Government and
Community Affairs, cable networks
have two streams of revenue – one from
advertisers and the other from fees
charged to cable operators like Comcast.
Advertising rates are based on potential
viewers for a channel.

“If you make people pay for some-
thing individually, there are far fewer
people that are going to take that,”
she said.

Speaking on concerns area resi-
dents have expressed about their cable
service, Mayors Al Morgan of New
Providence and Barbara Bilger of
Cranford said they have been ap-
proached by residents looking for
senior citizen discounts for cable ser-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING GOOD...Children enjoyed face painting, a petting zoo, rides and sand
art at the Westfield Chamber of Commerce’s annual Festifall on Sunday.

GOOD EATS...Many kinds of food were available to everyone who attended the
annual Festifall street fair in Westfield on Sunday.

Local Legislators Say Governor’s
New Pay To Play Order Falls Short

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last week Governor James
McGreevey signed an executive or-
der banning what is commonly known
as “pay to play.”

Pay to play occurs when corpora-
tions or major shareholders in corpo-
rations contribute funds to campaigns
or political committees in return for
government contracts.

The new executive order limits con-
tractors from working for the state or
county if they donated to a candidate or
committee and the project costs $17,500
or more. In his order Governor
McGreevey said that campaign dona-
tions are, “making elected state offi-
cials beholden to those contributors.”

“When a person or business inter-
est makes or solicits major contribu-
tions to obtain a contract awarded by
a government agency or independent

authority, this constitutes a violation
of the public’s trust in government
and raises legitimate public concerns
about whether the contract has been
awarded on the basis of merit,” the
order says.

The new order applies to all state
agencies, as well as county government.
This order expires on January 1, 2006.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21) told
The Westfield Leader, “we need to go
further.” He said that the municipali-
ties should be impacted as well and
he said he did not like that the execu-
tive order says that municipalities
can’t pass stricter laws.

Senator Kean said that the practice
of county committees putting money
into municipal political organizations
is not stopped by the Governor’s order.

This law puts the “democrats in a
box” according to Senator Kean. He
said that they passed a bill saying that

was as far as they could go, “now the
governor acknowledges the sham.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21) told The Leader, “it is a step
forward (but) I think many Democrat
power brokers are upset.”

He said that the order falls short of
complete pay to play reform and
should also apply to municipalities
and boards of education.

Campaign contributions are limited
by the New Jersey Election Law En-
forcement Commission (ELEC).
ELEC tracks all candidate and com-
mittee funds, as well as contributions.

However, the Legislative Leader-
ship Committee, State Political and
Municipal Party Committees have no
limits as to how much money they can
receive from other candidates or politi-
cal committees. This means that mon-
ies can be exchanged among the politi-

Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
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Police Respond to WF Station
Regarding Disturbance Call

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield authorities responded
to a disturbance call from NJ Tran-
sit police just after 7 p.m. Tuesday
night at the north side Westfield
train station.

Four police units responded to the
scene, since the nature of the distur-
bance was unknown at the time the
call came in, Lieutenant John Parizeau
of the Westfield Police Department
confirmed yesterday morning.

The disturbance was found to
involve a dispute over a fare be-
tween train personnel and a fe-
male passenger, according to Lieu-
tenant Parizeau. He said no ar-
rests were made and the matter
was settled at the scene.

In a second incident, police re-
sponded to a call at 12:30 a.m.
involving a man who was put off a
NJ Transit train in Westfield for
acting disorderly. No charges were
filed in that case either.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Despite Residents’, Council Concerns
Deck Financial Plan OK’d in 7-2 Vote

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tuesday night’s council meeting once
again centered around the proposed
parking deck at Prospect and Elm
Streets. This week’s meeting brought
with it the council’s 7-2 vote to approve
the financial model as a guide to help
voters make their decision on the Tues-
day, November 2, referendum.

First Ward Councilman and Finance
Committee Chairman Peter Echuasse
and Councilman Sal Caruana, a mem-
ber of the finance committee, were
the two “no” votes on the plan.

Councilman Echausse said that
unless there is a firm commitment
from the downtown property owners
to fund the deck the voters should
vote “no” in November.

“If they don’t, just call off the ref-
erendum,” he said.

He added that while the philosophy
and framework of the plan works, he
has concerns about the burden of the
cost is being laid on the backs of the
commuters, who will not benefit from
the deck. He also raised concerns with

the proposed 25-year length of the
bond.

Councilman Caruana said that the
plan is “flawed” and said other op-
tions have not been discussed among
the council members. He said that if
the $10 million bond is partially paid
with the over $2 million in land sales,
and is borrowed $8 million over 15
years, the town would save $5.1 mil-
lion in interest.

According to Councilman
Caruana, the town would have to
pay $770,000 a year, which is only
$30,000 more than the current
model shows in yearly payments.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst said that “we will never
please all of the people all of the
time” and that the council has done
its job. He said that the resolution
does not authorize the council to
build the deck, but presents the
plan to guide and assist the voters.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan said, “This vote is not an
endorsement of the plan and in no
way indicates how I will vote (on the

referendum.)” She said that she would
not make her decision on the project
until the voters decide.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that the passage of the
resolution does not mean that the
financials can’t be revisited or re-
vised if the voters approve the project
in November.

“Whether you agree or not, this
council gave you a model,” said Second
Ward Councilman Rafael Betancourt.

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky urged residents to read the
financial model, the school impact study
and the parking studies in order to make
an informed decision in November.

“If the referendum passes (the coun-
cil will) do more due diligence,” he
said.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman said that while he is “not a
member of WECARE” (Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible Devel-
opment) he “care(s) very much about
responsible development.” He said that
he would be voting “yes” on November
2 in order to do something about the
parking problem.

He said that he agrees “with a lot of
what Mr. Caruana said about going back
and looking at (the financial plan) again.”

Mayor McDermott said that the
town can “argue numbers until the
cows come home.” He said that once
the debt service is paid off on the deck
it would generate revenue, which
could be used to offset taxes.

The council vote
occurred after the open
discussion by citizens
where multiple mem-
bers of the public
spoke regarding the
parking deck. While
many said that they
would be voting “no”
on November 2, most
of the residents, in-
cluding those in favor
of the project raised
questions and con-
cerns with the finan-
cial model.

Jim Boyes, who was
a member of the
mayor’s Parking Ad-
visory Committee
(PAC), said that he
urges all residents to
vote “no” on the refer-

endum. He said while his name is on
the PAC’s report “(I) feel like I was
duped…(I) feel like the process was
not on the up and up.”

He said that many common sense
things are not being done to improve
parking, such as taking a deposit for
the parking wait list. He said that the
council is now taking “credit for im-
provements made in the eleventh
hour…what we have here is irrespon-
sible government.”

Jim Baker said that the mayor is
“more concerned with parking than
with children’s safety.”

Cynthia Foulke said that she is “con-
vinced we don’t have a parking crisis
(but) have a severe management prob-
lem.”

She raised concern that selling
property on both sides to the devel-
oper land locks the town property.
Ms. Foulke questioned that if some-
thing happens, such as a collapse,
how will the town get in to fix the
problem?

Beverly Mack questioned the re-
liability of the parking wait list since
she returned the letter she received
asking her if she wanted to remain on
the list, and said that she did not. Since
that time, she has received two offers
for a permit in the Watterson Street lot.

Allen Solomon said that he was
upset that Mayor McDermott met
alone with Desmon Associates, elimi-
nating the financial committee from

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
SPEAKING OUT...Westfield resident Jim Boyes, a former
member of the mayor’s Parking Advisory Committee,
urged residents to vote no on the referendum in November.
He also said that he felt he was “duped” with information
provided to the committee.

McDermott Honors RIS
For Blue Ribbon Award

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott visited Back-To-School
Night at Roosevelt Intermediate School
(RIS) on Tuesday to read a proclama-
tion congratulating the RIS commu-
nity for being awarded the United
States Department of Education’s pres-
tigious Blue Ribbon Award.

Mayor McDermott, who was intro-
duced to the packed auditorium by
Westfield Board of Education Vice
President Ginny Leiz, thanked the
Roosevelt staff for its “commitment to
providing an outstanding education.”

Roosevelt is just one of seven
schools in New Jersey to be awarded
the Blue Ribbon.

Prior to Mayor McDermott’s proc-
lamation, RIS Interim Principal
Stewart Carey took the stage to thank
the assembled school community for
its hard work in making the achieve-
ment possible.

“This was truly a team effort,” he
said. Mr. Carey thanked the Roosevelt
school students and parents, the board
of education, the staff, guidance coun-
selors, and teachers, who he says
“bring caring and commitment to its
highest levels.”

The Blue-Ribbon Schools Program
was established as part of the No
Child Left Behind Act. RIS in
Westfield is one of two schools in
Union County to receive the award.
The Union County Magnet High
School for Math, Science, and Tech-
nology in Scotch Plains was also se-
lected.

The other New Jersey schools
selected for the award are Branch
Brook Elementary School in Newark,

Chatham High School in Chatham,
Haddonfield Memorial High School
in Haddonfield, Princeton Charter
School in Princeton, Woodrow Wilson
School in Weehawken and Yeshiva of
North Jersey in River Edge.

According to the U.S. Department
of education website (www.ed.gov)
The No Child Left Behind - Blue
Ribbon Schools Program honors pub-
lic and private K-12 schools that are
either academically superior in their
states or that demonstrate dramatic
gains in student achievement.

U.S. Secretary of Education Rod
Paige wrote, “In keeping with the prin-
ciples of the No Child Left Behind Act,
we will reward schools based on stu-
dent achievement results, not process.
Schools chosen for the Blue Ribbon
will be ones that are meeting our mis-
sion to ensure every child learns, and no
child is left behind. Blue Ribbon recipi-
ents will be national models of excel-
lence that others can learn from.”

The new program requires schools
to meet either of two assessment
criteria: It recognizes schools that
have at least 40 percent of their
students from disadvantaged back-
grounds that dramatically improve
student performance in accordance
with state assessment systems; and
it rewards schools that score in the
top 10 percent on state assessments.

At least 50 percent must meet the
first criterion of having 40 percent of
the students from disadvantaged back-
grounds and showing dramatic im-
provement.

Recommendations of state chiefs
and the Council for American Private
Education (CAPE) are used for deter-
mining the award winners.

Fourth and Eighth Graders
In Mountainside Score Below
50 Percent Proficient in Math

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education,
Curriculum Coordinator/Supervisor
Angela Cosimano presented the dis-
trict test results for the Terra Nova,
GEPA (Grade Eight Proficiency As-
sessments) and NJASK (New Jersey
Assessment of Skills and Knowledge)
standardized tests.

The Terra Nova 2004 test results
showed the second grade claiming
the largest percentage of proficient
students with weaknesses in areas
such as problem solving and reason-
ing, as well as computation and esti-
mation.

The 2004 NJASK3 test results
for language arts showed a profi-
ciency rate of 88.2 percent for the
76 students tested, including 13
special education students. The
math results showed 23.7 percent
were advanced proficient, but only
a 67.1 percent proficiency rate for
the remainder of the general stu-
dent body with the special educa-
tion students claiming 69.2 per-
cent proficient.

The NJASK4 results for 2004
showed 88 percent proficient in lan-
guage arts, 40 percent proficient in
math, with 10 out of 75 students fall-
ing into the partially proficient cat-
egory.

The 2004 GEPA results showed
that the current high school freshman
scored 74 percent proficient in lan-
guage arts, 49 percent proficient in
math and 53 percent proficient in
science. Special education students
made up 11 percent of the student
body last year when the test was ad-
ministered.

In the public participation segment
of the meeting, two concerned fa-

thers confronted the board on the
odor still apparent in a few
Beechwood School first grade class-
rooms.

Last spring, the odor was thought
to be coming from the insulation on
the newly installed HVAC system.
Extensive tests were performed and
the “earthy” odor was deemed harm-
less. The insulation was replaced and
a thorough duct cleaning was per-
formed.

Complaints that the smell is still
evident prompted the parents to urge
the board to find the source of the
odor, not just mask it with charcoal
filters, as they are currently consider-
ing.

The next meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
will be on Tuesday, October 12 at 8
p.m.
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Van Syckel Portrait Returns Home
To County Courthouse in Elizabeth
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Since being removed
from the walls of the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth in the mid-
1950s, a portrait of Union County
Supreme Court Justice Bennett Van
Syckel returned to the place it called
home for almost 50 years.

A presentation of the portrait was
made during a special ceremony at
the courthouse on the morning of
September 27.

John White Alexander, a prominent
artist in the early 1900s, painted the
portrait, according to President of the
Union County Historical Society and
Chief Warrant Officer Lester Sargent.

Mr. Sargent told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “In the mid-1950s,
the freeholders needed more space,
so they divided the courtroom to cre-
ate two separate rooms. For some
unknown reason, they sent the por-
trait to the New Jersey State Mu-
seum, which later loaned it to the
Hunterdon County Courthouse which
had it for a few years.”

“When their courthouse was un-
dergoing reconstruction,” Mr. Sargent
continued, “the portrait was sent back
to the State Museum for restoration.”

In the meantime, the Union County
Bar Association had been paying to
have certain portraits of retired judges
returned to the county courthouse
collection in Elizabeth.

Alexander’s painting of Justice Van
Syckel, which is insured for $50,000,
was the first loan presented from the
State Museum in quite some time,
said Mr. Sargent.

Margaret Reilly, Director of Fine
Arts at the State Museum, helped
negotiate the transaction, however,
retired Supreme Court Justice Hon-
orable John Boyle was the true inspi-
ration for bringing it back to the
county, he noted.

“About 10 years ago,” said Mr.
Boyle, “a portrait committee com-
prised of judges and lawyers was
formed. Because the courthouse was
really bereft of any decoration, the
Assignment Judge suggested that we
acquire portraits to make the court-
house meaningful to enter.”

The committee set out to either
commission new portraits of old jus-
tices or to return old portraits to the
courthouse walls, according to Mr.
Boyle.

“It returned almost 100 years to the
month it was originally dedicated,”
he said, adding that the committee
members must often act as cold case
detectives, hunting down portraits
originally presented to the county
that have been misplaced.

As the centennial of the county
courthouse approaches, the Union
County Bar Association is striving to
acquire two other paintings that me-
morialize past jurists. Both portraits
were also misplaced around the 1950s,
said Mr. Sargent.

He said the association would also
like to see the return of two more
portraits – one of Governor Isaac
Williamson and his son New Jersey
Court Chancellor Benjamin
Williamson, both painted by promi-
nent artists.

The state will not release the por-
trait of Governor Williamson, accord-
ing to Mr. Boyle, because it is in-

cluded in the portrait collection of
other governors. And, although the
Williamson family, which was very
prominent in the county, specifically
wanted the paintings to be hung in
Union County, Ms. Reilly is not aware
of the whereabouts of the Benjamin
Williamson painting.

For now, however, having Justice
Van Syckel’s likeness back at the court-
house, where it joins a collection of 60
paintings, has been rewarding.

“It took us almost two years to get
this guy,” said Mr. Sargent.

Born in Bethlehem, Pa., Justice
Van Syckel was the son of Hunterdon
County land speculator and merchant
Aaron Van Syckel. The town of Van
Syckelville was named in his honor.

A father of five, Justice Van Syckel

WF Will Walk Youngsters
To School on October 6

WESTFIELD – Thousands of stu-
dents and parents from Westfield’s
elementary schools will walk to
school for “National Walk Our Chil-
dren to School Day” on Wednesday,
October 6.

This nationwide event is being
marked as an opportunity to redis-
cover walking to school as a safe and
healthy way for parents to spend some
quality time with their children.

A few days before the event, a
special raffle will be held at primary
schools. Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott will escort the winning
child to school.

Other raffle winners will find their
school principal or one of the
Westfield firefighters waiting at their
door in the morning to accompany
them to school, or even carry their
backpacks.

Last year, seven firefighters walked
a child to school, including Deputy
Fire Chief Daniel Kelly, Lieutenant
Timothy Brennan and Lieutenant
Scott Miller, and firefighters Daniel
Maglione, Firefighter Sawicki, David
Mazza and Firefighter McCormack.

All walkers are asked to wear some-

thing red on the way to school that
morning, so that they will be particu-
larly visible to passing cars.

“We hope that Walk Our Children
to School Day will give busy parents
a chance to discover the special plea-
sure of walking to school,” said Sara
Clarkson of Westfield’s BRAKES
(Bikers, Runners And Kids are En-
titled to Safety) Group.

“It’s a wonderful way to spend pre-
cious time with your children, to slow
down and walk at their pace, instead of
rushing frantically through the morn-
ing as so many of us do,” she added.

The BRAKES Group, a pedestrian
safety organization in Westfield, is
coordinating the town-wide event.
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Wow, Our 84th Year!  The Williams & Jackson 
Families have been running the nursery for Four 
Generations!. (Actually some of the 5th generation 
have now started to help out...Thanks Mel & Taylor for 
the help.)
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and Perennials to 30-50% off original prices. Fall is a 
great time to plant, as the roots will continue to grow 
and you’ll get a bigger plant for the following season.

Bring the family since Hayrides and our pumpkin 
picking patch are open on Thursday & Friday  from 3-
5pm and on the weekend from 10am-5pm. We have 
expanded our Maze, added fresh apples and Cider, and 
added spinart to the fun mix. Don’t forget about our 
scarecrow contest and a chance to win $500.. You 
have until October 9th to bring in an entry form. 
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was named Associate Justice of the
state Supreme Court in 1869, after
receiving his education from Rever-
end John Vanderveer and graduating
from what is currently known as
Princeton University in 1846. He
earned his law license in 1851 and
counselor degree three years later.

Widely regarded for his proficiency
in Constitutional and firm and fair
judgments, Justice Van Syckel was
appointed by Governor Woodrow
Wilson to a commission to research
the proposed abandonment of the
Morris Canal. He also helped to com-
pose the “Seven Sisters Act,” which
limited the activities of major state
trusts.

On December 20, 1921, Justice Van
Syckel died of bronchial pneumonia.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
After being stopped for motor ve-

hicle violations, James Curry, 51, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on North
Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take
a breathalyzer test. He was later re-
leased on his own recognizance.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Patrick Zlydak, 21, of Clark was

arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated, after being stopped
on Central Avenue for speeding. He
subsequently was released on his own
recognizance.

Underwear valued at approximately
$1,000 was reported stolen from an
East Broad Street business. The theft
occurred on September 23.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
A Boynton Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of her purse, which
contained $600 in cash along with
personal identification, from the lobby
of her apartment complex.

The manager of an East Broad Street
restaurant reported that $100 was stolen
from the business’ cash register. There
were no suspects in the case at press time.

A Springfield Avenue resident re-
ported that one or more unknown
individuals cracked the front wind-
shield of his motor vehicle while it
was parked in front of his house.

Lindsay Garner, 28, of Westfield
was arrested in the 600 block of Cen-
tral Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take a
breath test, after she was involved in a
motor vehicle accident. There were no
injuries and Garner was later released
on her own recognizance.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PICTURE PERFECT…During a special presentation on September 27, retired
justice John Boyle discussed the importance of a portrait of Supreme Court
Justice Bennett Van Syckel by John White Alexander that had been missing from
the Union County Courthouse since the mid-1950s and was recently returned to
the courthouse walls.
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Pay to Play

SEEKING VOTES…Candidate for the Seventh Congressional District, Steve
Brozak of Westfield, meets the crowd at the Festifall last Sunday in downtown
Westfield.

the discussions.
Roger Sullivan said that there are

credit, price and market risks in extend-
ing a bond for longer than 20 years. He
said that the funds from the sale of land
could not be segregated to offset debt
for a specific project, but that all debt
has equal access to the money.

Mr. Sullivan also said that the bond
issuer might not let the town control
what their payment is each year in the
case of a 25-year bond.

Cathy Salomon raised concern that
the employee waiting list has not been
verified and that the lots are not full now.

Robert Tarte said that if the govern-
ing body is to remain neutral, as the
mayor said two weeks ago, the reso-
lution should be withdrawn.

Sharon Stockwell presented the
council with a copy of a letter sent by
Arlene Gardner, as president of the
board of education last year, saying
that the mayor had made a verbal
promise to pay for any students who
may enter the school system that live
in the development associated with
the parking deck. The Payments In
Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) will be made,
instead of regular property taxes. 95
percent of those funds will go to off-
set the cost of the deck and 5 percent
will go to the county. None of the
funds have to go to the school board.

Mayor McDermott said that the
town does not have an agreement with
the board of education on the matter.

Tim Harrington, a downtown prop-
erty owner, said that the town is not
selling the land to the developer for
enough money. He said that he would
double the developer’s offer for the
Elm Street property and may double
the offer for Prospect Street.

During the meeting Town Admin-
istrator James Gildea said that the
current oversell of permits in lot three
has the lot filled to capacity, with
some permit holders unable to find
space. There are currently 680 per-
mits sold. He said that the current
waiting list is above 550.

Councilman Caruana pointed out
that even though the list was verified
over the summer, during the first of-
fering of permits there was a 40 per-
cent decline.

The council also had a closed ses-
sion to discuss Temple Emanu-El’s
lawsuit appealing the decision by the
Board of Adjustment denying their
application for a parking lot. Two
residents spoke on the matter during
the public meeting, and asked to be
consulted by the town. They are con-
cerned that the town will agree to a
settlement, when the residents spent
two years fighting the development.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WORKING ON IT...An emergency oil tank spillage repair had to be done at a
home on Harrison Avenue. The roof is being held up by steel beams and
temporary tanks had to be brought in for oil.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council Okays
Financial Plan in 7-2 Vote

Taylor Hogarth Spends
Orientation Volunteering

WESTFIELD – Taylor Hogarth, a
first-year student at Susquehanna
University in Selinsgrove, Pa. joined
other pupils, faculty and staff in par-
ticipating at volunteer project sites in
Selinsgrove and surrounding com-
munities on August 28.

Taylor is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Hogarth of Westfield.

The event, dubbed SU S.E.R.V.E.
(Susquehanna University Students Ex-
plore Regional Volunteer Experiences)
is intended to give students the oppor-
tunities to gain a sense of connected-
ness to the Susquehanna community
while working with their peers.

Magnet School Achieves
Blue Ribbon Distinction

By HORACE R. CORBIN and
MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Magnet High School for
Math, Science and Technology in
Scotch Plains is one of seven schools
in New Jersey to be distinguished as
a Blue Ribbon School.

Magnet High School Principal
James Stefankiewicz told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the school
was selected because high perfor-
mance on tests such as the SAT and
High School Proficiency Assessment
have consistently ranked the school
within the top 10 percent in the state.

Mr. Stefankiewicz said the school
was nominated by the state Depart-
ment of Education. In the past, he
indicated, schools were self-nomi-
nated. The application process con-
tinued until late August, when the
Magnet School was notified that it
had met Adequate Yearly Progress or
AYP standards under the No Child
Left Behind Act.

On September 17, Mr.
Stefankiewicz received a telephone
call informing him that the school
had earned Blue Ribbon distinction,
and the following day he received a
letter confirming the status.

“We’re thrilled,” he said. “It’s been
an amazing year for us. A year ago, we
received the Governor’s School of Ex-
cellence Award and later we were named
a Star School. We’re thrilled for our
kids because they work so hard and for
our staff, which is amazing, and the
hardest working group of professionals
I have had the pleasure to work with. I
am also thrilled for our parents as well.”

Mr. Stefankiewicz concluded,
“We’re still a fairly new school. When
we started out, parents took a chance
on us and their faith in us has paid off.
This award is an acknowledgement
to everyone who has ever been asso-
ciated with our school.”

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program
was established as part of the No
Child Left Behind Act.

According to the U.S. Department
of Education website (www.ed.gov),
the program honors public and pri-
vate K-12 schools that are either aca-

demically superior in their states or
that demonstrate dramatic gains in
student achievement.

U.S. Secretary of Education Rod
Paige said, “In keeping with the prin-
ciples of the No Child Left Behind
Act, we reward schools based on stu-
dent achievement results, not pro-
cess. Schools chosen for the Blue
Ribbon will be ones that are meeting
our mission to ensure every child
learns, and no child is left behind.”

Mr. Paige continued, “Blue Ribbon
recipients will be national models of
excellence that others can learn from.”

Other schools earning Blue Rib-
bon status include Branch Brook El-
ementary School in Newark, Chatham
High School in Chatham, Haddonfield
Memorial High School in
Haddonfield, Princeton Charter
School in Princeton, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield,
Woodrow Wilson School in
Weehawken and Yeshiva of North
Jersey in River Edge.

The new program, which requires
schools to meet either of two assess-
ment criteria, recognizes schools that
have at least 40 percent of their stu-
dents from disadvantaged back-
grounds that dramatically improve
student performance in accordance
with state assessment systems; and it
rewards schools that score in the top
10 percent on state assessments.

At least 50 percent must meet the
first requirement of having 40 per-
cent of the students from disadvan-
taged backgrounds and showing sig-
nificant improvement.

Recommendations of state chiefs
and the Council for American Private
Education are used for determining
the award winners.

cal parties, which could include money
from businesses who are contracted by
the state or county governments.

Phone calls to Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22) were not re-
turned as of press time.

vice. Mayor Bilger said the Cranford
Township Committee decided not to
move ahead with a resolution press-
ing for a senior discount after it was
learned that such a discount would
only increase the bills of other cable
subscribers.

In terms of products offered to con-
sumers, Mr. Smith noted that
Comcast’s newest product, the digi-
tal video recorder which can store up
to 40 hours of programming, will
soon be available to Comcast sub-
scribers. The company also plans to
roll out digital phone service next
year. Comcast currently offers cable,
digital cable, and high speed Internet
service to area residents.

On an unrelated issue, Springfield
Mayor Clara Herelik said township
residents have complained about
Comcast service trucks using
Springfield’s residential streets.

In an effort to assist towns in their
negotiations with municipal collec-
tive bargaining units, Gregory
McDermott, Westfield Mayor and
League Chairman, has asked mayors
to provide relevant contract informa-
tion to the league. Towns were asked
to submit information on when their
police, fire and public works union
contracts expire.

“It got to the point when towns
never knew what everyone else was
doing (with regard to contracts). We
felt that if we knew when everyone
else’s contracts were coming up, it
might give a town more ability in
strength by saying this is where we’re
going to go as a town and the sur-
rounding towns are going to follow
suit,” said Mayor McDermott.

He asked mayors to also provide
the length of contracts and the per-
centage of pay increase in contracts
once they are ratified by the various
municipal governments.

Union County mayors agreed to
look into renting a hotel suite for
November’s annual New Jersey
League of Municipalities convention.
The convention will be held Tuesday
through Friday, November 16 to 19,
at the Atlantic City Convention Cen-
ter. The Union County mayors are
looking to hold their gathering Tues-
day night starting around 10 p.m.
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Photojournalism Portrays
Our Community Life

Publisher’s Note: Many residents
own digital cameras and enjoy pho-
tography. This provides an excellent
opportunity to enhance portraying
community life in our towns with pho-
tojournalism.

I invite you to showcase your work
by e-mailing your photographs to
editor@goleader.com for consider-
ation to be published in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Please remember to include the
“5Ws” for caption information –
“Who, What, When, Where and Why.”

Horace Corbin
Publisher
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BOE Calls for Moratorium on Budget
Cut; Increased Funds for Special Ed.

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, as expected, last Thurs-
day passed a resolution in response to
the controversial bill S-1701. The
board also enacted an additional reso-
lution, calling for the federal govern-
ment to contribute already-promised
dollars toward special education pro-
grams.

Detailed in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times over the past few
months, bill S-1701 aims to decrease
the allowable amount of free balance
for a school district from 3 percent to
2.5 percent. This was part of a series
of bills recently passed by the New
Jersey Legislature, and the direct im-
pact will soon be felt in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school system.

The Board of Education resolution
states that, among other things, the
mandated cut of approximately
$250,000 from the school board’s bud-
get will “force local districts to cut staff,
increase class sizes, cut programs and
extra-curricular activities, or halt needed
repairs on our facilities.”

Also, according to the resolution,
the savings per taxpayer will amount
to an average of $20.

The resolution calls for the New Jer-
sey Legislature to implement a morato-
rium on the bill in order to give the
schools more time to review their bud-
gets. Otherwise, the board maintained,
trimming $250,000 would not only re-

sult in staff and program cuts, but would
also impact negotiations with the Teach-
ers’ Association, slated for December.

Board of Education President Linda
Nelson stated that the aim of this reso-
lution was to simply ask the state for

help when it comes to budget manage-
ment and cost-effective solutions.

“What we tried to do...is to call on
legislation to provide ways for schools
to control their costs,” said Ms. Nelson.

Dunkin’ Donuts Expansion Earns
Green Light from FW Planning Bd.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

At its monthly meeting September
22, the Fanwood Planning and Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment approved an
application for Kowtow Inc., parent
company of Dunkin’ Donuts, to ex-
pand its store on South and Martine
Avenues.

The application included adding a
front vestibule, additional seating and
storage area. Two variances, one for
an oversized sign and one for addi-
tional height to the existing retaining
wall, were also approved.

Dunkin’ Donuts agreed to comply
with the board’s request to incorpo-
rate a Colonial-style façade to blend
in with the borough’s downtown Vic-
torian motif. Schematics of these
architectural features were presented
to the board.

The proposed extension will add
approximately 1,000 square feet to

the back of the store, which will elimi-
nate the trailers in the parking lot,
currently used for storage.

The board discussed the color
scheme for the exterior of the build-
ing at length, debating with the
applicant’s architect which colors
could be used and where. Dunkin’
Donuts’ colors are plum, tan and gray,
which the architect suggested for the

exterior façade. All the board mem-
bers agreed that they preferred more
subdued colors and limited use of
Dunkin’ Donuts’ logo colors. Dunkin’
Donuts agreed with the board’s rec-
ommendations to use mostly neutral
colors and subdued tones, with
Dunkin’ Donuts’ logo colors restricted
to accenting small, architectural fea-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Comcast Cable Cost Presentation
Heard by Union County Mayors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

An “a la carte” pricing payment for
local cable service would not pro-
duce any savings to consumers,
Comcast Cable officials told Union
County mayors last week. A la carte
would offer subscribers the ability to
pay for the individual channels they

want, as opposed to packages that are
currently sold to consumers.

A study conducted for the National
Cable & Telecommunications Com-
missions (NCTC) and submitted to
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) concluded that a la
carte would decrease the number of
cable networks while also diminish-
ing the quality and diversity of cable
programming. The NCTC represents
large cable operators like Comcast.

The American Cable Association,
representing smaller cable concerns,
has supported a la carte. The FCC is
conducting hearings in Washington,
D.C. and will issue its report to Con-
gress by Thursday, November 18.

Comcast representatives said the
cost charged to cable companies like
Comcast by operators of premium
channels (i.e., the History Channel,
ESPN, Disney Channel) is based on
the number of potential viewers.
Therefore, a person who only wants a
few premium channels would end up
paying the same for three offerings as
they would for the 30 or so channels
they get with a basic cable package.

For instance, under an a la carte

system, the Disney Channel in the
Pennsylvania market would cost
$5.90 per month, while ESPN would
be $15 by itself, according to Charlie
Smith, 3rd, Area Government Direc-
tor of Government/Community Af-
fairs for Comcast. Just two or three
premium channels together would
cost the $30 per month consumers are
currently paying for the full basic
cable package, which includes over
30 channels.

Mr. Smith said the cost to consum-
ers would increase due to higher per
channel costs from declining adver-
tising revenues to cable networks, as
well as higher licensing and operat-
ing fees.

“The consumer would actually be
spending more money and getting a
lot less,” said Mr. Smith, the guest
speaker at last week’s Union County
League of Municipalities meeting at
the Garwood Municipal Building.

According to Molly Adams,
Comcast Area Manager of Govern-
ment and Community Affairs, cable
networks have two streams of rev-
enue – one from advertisers and the

  Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
TOWNSHIP TRADITION…Scotch Plains Day is set for this weekend, Friday
through Sunday, with many events and displays. In 1999, twins Michael and
Justin Rosin of Scotch Plains gaze at a display of the Battleship New Jersey, which
was exhibited on Park Avenue during Scotch Plains Day.

Minor Subdivision Gains Approval
From Planning Bd. in Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

During a brief meeting on Monday
evening, the Scotch Plains Planning
Board approved a minor subdivision
and a lot line change for a minor
subdivision it had approved earlier.

Ralph Checchio was granted ap-
proval to subdivide a 100-foot by
100-foot lot at 223 Katherine Street
into two 50-foot by 100-foot con-
forming lots; raze an existing home
and detached garage, and then build
two new single-family homes.

The board also granted Ernest
DiFrancesco’s request for a lot line
change at 1923 Mountain Avenue,

which is being subdivided into two
lots that will have new homes.

He told the board that the buyer of
one of the homes he is building has
requested a deck that would, as the
lot is presently configured, violate  rear
yard setback ordinances. Altering the
size of the affected lot would allow the
deck to be built without having to gain
further township approvals.

The planning board is currently
reviewing several other applications

before they are heard publicly in the
next several weeks.

At the start of its meeting, the board
discussed the importance of mem-
bers voicing, for the record, their rea-
soning and explanation for their votes
on applications.

Board Attorney Daniel Bernstein
said doing so helps educate the pub-
lic, the applicants and any opponents
of an application, as well as those on

Annual Scotch Plains Day
Scheduled This Weekend

The Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission and the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association will
sponsor this weekend’s three-day
Scotch Plains Day celebration.

A bonfire and pep rally will be held
on Friday, October 1, at 7 p.m. at
Evergreen Elementary School. Mayor
Martin Marks’ comments will pre-
cede an introduction of the high school

sports teams by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Principal Dr.
David Heisey.

On Saturday, October 2, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m., a flea market will be
held in the parking lot adjacent to the
Municipal Building on Park Avenue.

On Sunday, October 3, at noon, a
ceremony will be held in Alan Augus-
tine Park. Mayor Marks and the Town-
ship Council will recognize certain
members of the community and promi-
nent township residents who have died
or retired in the past year.

From noon until 5 p.m., there will be
several amusement rides on Park Av-
enue, which will be closed to vehicu-
lar traffic between East Second Street
and Front Street from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
There will also be a flea market, petting
zoo and other attractions set up along
Park Avenue during the afternoon.

At 2:30 p.m., The Nerds will per-
form at the Municipal Building. Prior
to The Nerds’ 90-minute set, a
fundraising walk-a-thon sponsored by
the Masonic Learning Center will
wind up on Park Avenue.

Ninth Fanny Wood Day
To Take Place Sunday

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A lively blend of entertainment,
food and friendly competition,
coupled with shopping and many ac-
tivities, await visitors to the ninth
annual Fanny Wood Day celebration,
which will take place Sunday, Octo-
ber 3, from noon to 5 p.m. along
South and Martine Avenues in
Fanwood.

A tradition since 1996, the au-
tumn festival made its debut during
the administration of former Mayor
Maryanne Connelly, who envi-
sioned it as a venue to showcase the
borough while also saluting its heri-
tage. Since its inception, the fam-
ily-oriented event has drawn thou-
sands to Fanwood’s downtown each
year.

This year’s festival is shaping up to
be just as popular. Along with mer-
chants and vendors selling their wares,
the celebration will feature children’s
rides and attractions, plus a diverse
lineup of live entertainment.

There also will be several contests,
with prizes donated by local mer-
chants, as well as a classic car show in
the Fanwood train station parking lot,
hosted by the Cougar Car Club.

The contests will kick off with the
Little Miss Fanny Wood competition,
for which girls age five to 13 are
invited to dress in Victorian style, at 1
p.m.

This will be followed at 1:15 p.m.
by the judging of the pie-making con-
test at the South Street Café on South
Avenue. The pies will then be auc-
tioned at 3 p.m., with the proceeds
benefiting the Fanwood Rescue
Squad.

A new contest this year will be a
beard-growing contest. Men over age
18 from Scotch Plains and Fanwood
with beards and moustaches – sea-
soned or new growth — are encour-
aged to participate. Judging will take
place at 2 p.m. at the entertainment
stage at the intersection of South and
Martine Avenues.

Finally, a poetry contest will take
place at 4 p.m., for which poets over
age 21 have been invited to submit
up to five original, unpublished po-
ems.

Setting the tempo for the event will
be varied music and dance perfor-
mances, beginning with a jazz duo
sponsored by Café Vivace at 12:15
p.m. At 1:15 p.m., the Deirdre Shae
Irish Dancers will take the stage for a
series of jigs and reels.

Next up will be the Jerseyaires Bar-
bershop Quartet at 2:15 p.m. Round-
ing out the itinerary will be Silk City
at 3:15 p.m., performing a repertoire
of bluegrass, folk, Broadway, classi-
cal and ethnic offerings. Dan Weiss,
Director of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, is lead singer and guitarist
for the local ensemble.

Throughout the day, vendors will
feature a potpourri of food, beverages
and desserts to tempt every palette, as
well as crafts and other merchandise.
For younger festival-goers, there will
be favorites such as the “moonwalk,”
as well as pony and train rides.

Fanny Wood Day was inspired by a
folklore figure whose authenticity and
origins remain shrouded in mystery,
but who nevertheless has become part
of local lore. She is always depicted
as a fashionable Victorian woman
circa 1895, the year Fanwood be-
came incorporated as a borough.

One legend has it that she was

the daughter of the president of the
local railroad, who named the train
depot between Westfield and
Netherwood in her honor. Another
portrays her as a 19th-century
magazine scribe and poet whose
idyllic descriptions of rural
Fanwood helped attract people to
the area.

“Fanny Wood” herself, represented
by a local resident, is expected to
appear at the festival and be intro-
duced to attendees at noon.

The rain date for the festival is
Sunday, October 10. Anyone inter-
ested in volunteering for the festi-
val may call Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, Chairwoman of the Fanny
Wood Day Committee, at (908) 889-
6072, and (908) 322-2350 to re-
serve vendor space.  For more in-
formation on the festival and vari-
ous activities that day, please ac-
cess the Fanwood website at
www.visitfanwood.com.

From the archives of The Times
STANDING TALL...The clock at the cor-
ner of South and Martine Avenues greets
visitors to Fanwood. The photo above was
taken in 1999 when the clock was in-
stalled, with former Mayor Maryanne
Connelly proudly standing by.

Scotch Plains Council Prohibits
Development on Crestwood Road

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A two-acre parcel of land in Scotch
Plains will be off-limits to developers
after the Township Council on Tues-
day evening approved an ordinance
changing the designation of the prop-
erty from a “P-Public” zone to a “C-
Conservation” zone, a designation
that marks certain township-owned
tracts of land as being off-limits to
development of any kind – be it resi-
dential or commercial or even the
development of a new park.

The property being re-zoned is lo-
cated on Crestwood Road, just south
of Morse Avenue, and is presently
designated informally as a wildlife

sanctuary even though no legal status
is attached to that designation.

It is the fifth piece of land to be
designated as a conservation zone
since the C-Zone ordinance was en-

acted four years ago. Developers are
always looking in Scotch Plains for
land on which to build, Mayor Martin
Marks said on Tuesday, adding that

                   Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
STATION BUSTLES…The Fanwood Train Station parking lot is full Wednes-
day morning as commuters are off to work.

Magnet School Achieves
Blue Ribbon Distinction

By HORACE R. CORBIN and
MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Magnet High
School for Math, Science and Tech-
nology in Scotch Plains is one of
seven schools in New Jersey to be
distinguished as Blue Ribbon Schools.

Magnet High School Principal
James Stefankiewicz told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the school
was selected because high perfor-
mance on tests such as the SAT and
High School Proficiency Assessment
have consistently ranked the school
within the top 10 percent in the state.

Mr. Stefankiewicz said the school
was nominated by the state Depart-
ment of Education. In the past, he
indicated, schools were self-nomi-
nated. The application process con-

tinued until late August, when the
Magnet School was notified that it
had met Adequate Yearly Progress, or
AYP standards, under the No Child
Left Behind Act.

On September 17, Mr. Stefankiewicz
received a telephone call informing
him the school had earned Blue Ribbon
distinction, and the following day he
received a letter confirming the status.

“We’re thrilled,” he said. “It’s been
an amazing year for us. A year ago,
we received the Governor’s School of
Excellence Award and later we were
named a Star School. We’re thrilled
for our kids because they work so
hard and for our staff, which is amaz-
ing, and the hardest working group of
professionals I have had the pleasure
to work with. I am also thrilled for our

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BREAKING NEWS: Brozak Levels Charges Against Congressman Ferguson. See Story on Page 2
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Van Syckel Portrait Returns Home
To County Courthouse in Elizabeth
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Since being removed
from the walls of the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth in the mid-1950s, a
portrait of Union County Supreme Court
Justice Bennett Van Syckel returned to the
place it called home for almost 50 years.

A presentation of the portrait was made
during a special ceremony at the court-
house on the morning of September 27.

John Alexander, a prominent artist in
the early 1900s, painted the portrait, ac-
cording to President of the Union County
Historical Society and Chief Warrant
Officer Lester Sargent.

Mr. Sargent told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“In the mid-1950s, the freeholders needed
more space, so they divided the courtroom
to create two separate rooms. For some
unknown reason, they sent the portrait to
the New Jersey State Museum, which later
loaned it to the Hunterdon County Court-
house which had it for a few years.”

“When their courthouse was undergo-
ing reconstruction,” Mr. Sargent contin-
ued, “the portrait was sent back to the
State Museum for restoration.”

In the meantime, the Union County
Bar Association had been paying to have
certain portraits of retired judges returned
to the county courthouse collection in
Elizabeth.

Alexander’s painting of Justice Van
Syckel, which is insured for $50,000, was
the first loan presented from the State
Museum in quite some time, said Mr.
Sargent.

Margaret Reilly, Director of Fine Arts
at the State Museum, helped negotiate the
transaction, however, retired Supreme
Court Justice Honorable John Boyle was
the true inspiration for bringing it back to
the county, he noted.

“About 10 years ago,” said Mr. Boyle,
“a portrait committee comprised of judges
and lawyers was formed. Because the
courthouse was really bereft of any deco-
ration, the Assignment Judge suggested
that we acquire portraits to make the
courthouse meaningful to enter.”

The committee set out to either com-
mission new portraits of old justices or to
return old portraits to the courthouse walls,
according to Mr. Boyle.

“It returned almost 100 years to the
month it was originally dedicated,” he
said, adding that the committee members
must often act as cold case detectives,
hunting down portraits originally presented
to the county that have been misplaced.

As the centennial of the county court-
house approaches, the Union County Bar
Association is striving to acquire two
other paintings that memorialize past ju-
rists. Both portraits were also misplaced
around the 1950s, said Mr. Sargent.

He said the association would also like
to see the return of two more portraits –
one of Governor Isaac Williamson and
his son New Jersey Court Chancellor
Benjamin Williamson, both painted by
prominent artists.

The state will not release the portrait of
Governor Williamson, according to Mr.
Boyle, because it is included in the por-
trait collection of other governors. And,
although the Williamson family, which
was very prominent in the county, spe-
cifically wanted the paintings to be hung
in Union County, Ms. Reilly is not aware
of the whereabouts of the Benjamin
Williamson painting.

For now, however, having Justice Van
Syckel’s likeness back at the courthouse,
where it joins a collection of 60 paintings,
has been rewarding.

“It took us almost two years to get this
guy,” said Mr. Sargent.

Born in Bethlehem, Pa., Justice Van
Syckel was the son of Hunterdon County

land speculator and merchant Aaron Van
Syckel. The town of Van Syckelville was
named in his honor.

A father of five, Justice Van Syckel was
named Associate Justice of the state Su-
preme Court in 1869, after receiving his

education from Reverend John
Vanderveer and graduating from what is
currently known as Princeton University
in 1846. He earned his law license in 1851
and counselor degree three years later.

Widely regarded for his proficiency in
Constitutional and firm and fair judg-
ments, Justice Van Syckel was appointed
by Governor Woodrow Wilson to a com-
mission to research the proposed aban-
donment of the Morris Canal. He also

helped to compose the “Seven Sisters
Act,” which limited the activities of ma-
jor state trusts.

On December 20, 1921, Justice Van
Syckel died of bronchial pneumonia.

DECA Canister Drive
Planned This Weekend

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

...Anniversary
Sale!!!

Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 
Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Wow, Our 84th Year!  The Williams & Jackson 
Families have been running the nursery for Four 
Generations!. (Actually some of the 5th generation 
have now started to help out...Thanks Mel & Taylor for 
the help.)

To Celebrate we have marked down Nursery Stock 
and Perennials to 30-50% off original prices. Fall is a 
great time to plant, as the roots will continue to grow 
and you’ll get a bigger plant for the following season.

Bring the family since Hayrides and our pumpkin 
picking patch are open on Thursday & Friday  from 3-
5pm and on the weekend from 10am-5pm. We have 
expanded our Maze, added fresh apples and Cider, and 
added spinart to the fun mix. Don’t forget about our 
scarecrow contest and a chance to win $500.. You 
have until October 9th to bring in an entry form. 
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and Perennials to 30-50% off original prices. Fall is a 
great time to plant, as the roots will continue to grow 
and you’ll get a bigger plant for the following season.

Bring the family since Hayrides and our pumpkin 
picking patch are open on Thursday & Friday  from 3-
5pm and on the weekend from 10am-5pm. We have 
expanded our Maze, added fresh apples and Cider, and 
added spinart to the fun mix. Don’t forget about our 
scarecrow contest and a chance to win $500.. You 
have until October 9th to bring in an entry form. 

Shrubs
& Perennials
30-50% Off

Shrubs
& Perennials
30-50% Off

Left to Right: Ed Williams, 
Denise & Greg Jackson, 
Joan & David WilliamsHappy...

Win $500! 

At Williams Nursery’s
Scarecrow Competition

Visit www.williams-nursery.com
or stop in for Rules and entry form

Board member Edward Saridaki,
who read the resolution into public record,
had a real problem with the fact that the
state now considered invalid a budget that
local voters approved. He also took issue
with the County Superintendent of
Schools, which he noted was a position
filled by Governor James McGreevey.

“What the state government is trying to
do is to circumvent local control over
funds that have been approved by the
local voters and are controlled by people
who are elected by the local voters,”
stated Mr. Saridaki.

Along with Ms. Nelson, he added that
the so-called “taxpayer’s savings” was
virtually non-existent.

“The whole thing has nothing to do
with cost savings to the taxpayer. It has to
do with control, and a desire by the state
government to take the budget...out of
local control and put it in state control,”
Mr. Saridaki noted.

Ms. Nelson added that she had dis-
cussed the matter with Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22) and that in discus-
sions with other legislators, an amend-
ment to the bill would be more likely than
a total moratorium.

Assemblywoman Stender, said Ms.
Nelson, expressed surprise that this par-
ticular bill had been passed and saw little
hope for a repeal or a moratorium to be
implemented.

Board member Trip Whitehouse had
some noteworthy comments regarding a
schools’ forum he attended in September
entitled “Re-Inventing New Jersey’s High
Schools.” At the forum, he said, represen-
tatives from other schools had complained
they received “only” 40 percent of fund-
ing from the state.

In the meantime, according to Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye,
New Jersey allocates Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools less than 10 percent
toward funding.

“At what point do we just say, ‘thanks
but no thanks, we can do it better,’” Mr.
Whitehouse wondered.

In another resolution, the board called
for Congress to provide a minimum in-
crease of $4.7 billion toward Title I and
IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act). According to the information
in the resolution, the federal government
has funded only 19 percent of the prom-
ised 40 percent toward special education.

The board also approved the District
Priorities for 2004-2005: Writing, Using
Data, and Engagement/Ownership in
Learning.

Dr. Margaret Hayes introduced the pri-
orities, each of which will be applied to
three areas – Students/Academic Pro-
grams, Professional Development and
Community Outreach. The priorities origi-
nate from the board’s long-term plan, and
Dr. Hayes explained that, “as we focus our
efforts, we’re really trying to get the most
work done in the most professional way,
the most effective way, without squander-
ing our efforts over a lot of different areas.”

A more detailed description of each
priority is available through the board of
education office, or by visiting
www.spfk12.org, the school board’s offi-
cial website.
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Dunkin’ Donuts Expansion
Approved by Planning Bd.

tures.
In other business, the board discussed

why it could not accept a petition from a
Fanwood resident regarding concerns
about an upcoming application.

The board explained that petitions are
not permitted according to ordinance,
which requires that all testimony be de-
livered in person, so that the applicant has
the opportunity to cross-examine objec-
tors.

More than 60 Fanwood and Scotch
Plains residents signed a petition and a
letter requesting that the borough council
adopt an ordinance that would curtail
development in flood zones in the bor-
ough. These residents live in a neighbor-
hood surrounding the Cedar Brook, off of
Midway and Hunter Avenues, where an
upcoming development application is
pending.

The petitioners contend that over-de-
velopment in flood zones leads to in-
creased flooding problems. The residents
stated, in the petition, that many of them
have been victims of flooding and damp
basements due to over-development, in-
creases in impervious area and the re-
moval of trees.

Fanwood resident and Borough Tax
Collector Colleen Huehn, spokeswoman
for the petitioners, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the impending ap-
plication previously proposed the removal
of over 300 trees from the site. The peti-
tioners also contend that the application,
which proposed to build five houses on
the acre-and-a-half site, is too dense.

Ms. Huehn told The Times that the
residents would not object to a less dense
development, such as three houses and
the removal of fewer trees.

Although the residents cannot submit a
petition, their accompanying letter, re-

questing a zoning change, was consid-
ered by the council and denied. Jack
Molenaar, council representative to the
board, explained that the Planning and
Zoning Board cannot usurp the council’s
decision and therefore cannot consider
their request.

Pat Hoynes, Secretary to the Planning
Board, said that the application for this
development is not complete and there-
fore not yet officially resubmitted to the
board. Members of the board declined to
comment on the petition or the develop-
ment until they have had an opportunity
to review the new application, because it
may differ significantly from the previ-
ous application, board members said.

The application for this development
was originally submitted and heard in
November of 2003. The applicant with-
drew without prejudice, permitting him
to resubmit a new application.

In other business, an application re-
questing a minor subdivision at 33-57
South Avenue, located in a light industrial
zone, was approved. Attorney Robert
Kraus of Scotch Plains, representing land
owners Ray and Brian Rogers, testified
before the board that the tax lots and
deeds for this property did not match up,
preventing his client from selling the lots.

The lots were at one time five separate
lots and then three separate lots before
becoming one lot. The applicant sought
to return the property to three lots in order
to sell the lots to individual buyers.

Board members stated that anything
that would help these properties become
more useable and appealing would be a
good thing for Fanwood.

The next agenda meeting of the plan-
ning board will be held on Monday, Octo-
ber 18, and the regular meeting will be on
Wednesday, October 27, both at 7:30 p.m.

other from fees charged to cable opera-
tors like Comcast. Advertising rates are
based on potential viewers for a channel.

“If you make people pay for something
individually, there are far fewer people
that are going to take that,” she said.

Speaking on concerns area residents
have expressed about their cable service,
Mayors Al Morgan of New Providence
and Barbara Bilger of Cranford said they
have been approached by residents look-
ing for senior citizen discounts for cable
service. Mayor Bilger said the Cranford
Township Committee decided not to move
ahead with a resolution pressing for a
senior discount after it was learned that
such a discount would only increase the
bills of other cable subscribers.

In terms of products offered to consumers,
Mr. Smith noted that Comcast’s newest prod-
uct, the digital video recorder which can store
up to 40 hours of programming, will soon be
available to Comcast subscribers. The com-
pany also plans to roll out digital phone
service next year. Comcast currently offers
cable, digital cable and high speed Internet
service to area residents.

On an unrelated issue, Springfield
Mayor Clara Herelik said township resi-
dents have complained about Comcast
service trucks using Springfield’s resi-
dential streets.
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Comcast Cost Presentation
Heard by County Mayors

In an effort to assist towns in their
negotiations with municipal collective
bargaining units, Gregory McDermott,
Westfield Mayor and League Chairman,
has asked mayors to provide relevant
contract information to the league. Towns
were asked to submit information on
when their police, fire and public works
union contracts expire.

“It got to the point when towns never
knew what everyone else was doing (with
regard to contracts). We felt that if we
knew when everyone else’s contracts were
coming up, it might give a town more
ability in strength by saying this is where
we’re going to go as a town and the
surrounding towns are going to follow
suit,” said Mayor McDermott.

He asked mayors to also provide the
length of contracts and the percentage of
pay increase in contracts once they are
ratified by the various municipal govern-
ments.

Union County mayors agreed to look
into renting a hotel suite for November’s
annual New Jersey League of Munici-
palities convention. The convention will
be held Tuesday through Friday, Novem-
ber 16 to 19, at the Atlantic City Conven-
tion Center. The Union County mayors
are looking to hold their gathering Tues-
day night starting around 10 p.m.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PICTURE PERFECT…During a special presentation on September 27, retired
Justice John Boyle discusses the importance of a portrait of Supreme Court
Justice Bennett Van Syckel by John White Alexander that had been missing from
the Union County Courthouse since the mid-1950s and was recently returned to
the courthouse walls.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
chapter will hold its Annual Canister
Drive for the Interfaith Council of
Union County on Saturday and Sun-
day, October 2 and 3. DECA mem-
bers will be posted outside of stores
throughout downtown Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Westfield.

Local Legislators Say Governor’s
New Pay To Play Order Falls Short

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last week Governor James McGreevey
signed an executive order banning what is
commonly known as “pay to play.”

Pay to play occurs when corporations or
major shareholders in corporations contrib-
ute funds to campaigns or political commit-
tees in return for government contracts.

The new executive order limits contrac-
tors from working for the state or county if
they donated to a candidate or committee
and the project costs $17,500 or more. In his
order Governor McGreevey said that cam-
paign donations are, “making elected state
officials beholden to those contributors.”

“When a person or business interest makes
or solicits major contributions to obtain a
contract awarded by a government agency
or independent authority, this constitutes a
violation of the public’s trust in government
and raises legitimate public concerns about
whether the contract has been awarded on
the basis of merit,” the order says.

The new order applies to all state agen-
cies, as well as county government. This
order expires on January 1, 2006.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21) told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “we need to
go further.” He said that the municipalities
should be impacted as well and he said he
did not like that the executive order says that
municipalities can’t pass stricter laws.

Senator Kean said that the practice of
county committees putting money into
municipal political organizations.

This law puts the “democrats in a box”

according to Senator Kean. He said that they
passed a bill saying that was as far as they
could go, “now the governor acknowledges
the sham.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21) told
The Times, “it is a step forward (but) I think
many democrat power brokers are upset.”

He said that the order falls short of com-
plete pay to play reform and should also
apply to municipalities and boards of educa-
tion.

Campaign contributions are limited by
the New Jersey Election Law Enforcement
Commission (ELEC). ELEC tracks all can-
didate and committee funds, as well as
contributions.

However, the Legislative Leadership
Committee, State Political and Municipal
Party Committees have no limits as to how
much money they can receive from other
candidates or political committees. This
means that monies can be exchanged among
the political parties, which could include
money from businesses who are contracted
by the state or county governments.

Phone calls to Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22) and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22) were not returned as of press time.
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S. Plains Council Prohibits
Development on Crestwood
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Subdivisions

there had been some interest expressed
by builders in the Crestwood property.
That led township officials to then look
into re-zoning the property.

During the public hearing on the ordi-
nance, four residents from the Crestwood
neighborhood spoke out in favor of its
passage. It passed unanimously to ap-
plause from the 20 residents attending
the council’s meeting.

In other business, the council passed a
resolution announcing its support for an
extension of the state’s “pay to play” ban
to the municipal level. Earlier this month,
Governor James McGreevey signed an
executive order banning the scheme –
the process of businesses and individu-
als making political contributions in or-
der to gain better access to government
contracts – at the state and county levels.

“While municipal government like
Scotch Plains do not nearly have the
number of contracts to award as state
and county government,” Mayor Marks
said, “there is still potential for con-
flicts of interest.”

The council approved a $175,000 bond
ordinance for professional services in
connection with planned improvements
to the municipal building, the public
works facility on Plainfield Avenue and
the township library on Bartle Avenue,
all of which are in need of repairs. The
bond will finance preliminary engineer-
ing and design work in connection with
the projects. The township government
has also applied for $400,000 in state
grant funding to help finance some as-

pects of these projects.
Councilwoman Nancy Malool re-

minded residents of the three-day Scotch
Plains Day celebration this weekend. Coun-
cilman Frank Rossi said that Clean Com-
munities Day will be held on Saturday,
October 16, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Orga-
nizations interested in becoming involved
in cleaning up public properties may call
the Public Works Department at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 243 so they can be
assigned a location to clean and receive a
stipend for their organization.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato said
the annual health fair will be held at the
municipal building on October 16 from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. Those age 55  and older
can receive free flu shots and there will be
a variety of health screenings available.
For more information, residents may call
the health department at (908) 322-6700.

the board responsible for drafting the
formal resolutions of approval or denial.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
pointed out that it can help in legal ap-
peals if a court can read the publicly-
stated reasons for a board’s vote in a
matter being adjudicated.

In a matter related to the other town-
ship board with oversight over land use
issues, the Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment’s scheduled special meeting
last week to finalize a decision on an
application by Richard Schoenwalder was
cancelled.

Mr. Schoenwalder is seeking to erect a
second building on the property at 1811
Route 22, West, and wants to utilize the
existing sign atop a 50-foot-high pole to
market his plumbing business, but board
members have expressed some concern
about the height of the sign and whether it
needed to be considered a billboard, thus
subjecting it to a new application and hear-
ing, since the property will not be a retail site
that will draw walk-in customers.

The hearing will likely be held at the
Zoning Board’s Thursday, October 7
meeting.
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Magnet School Achieves
Blue Ribbon Distinction

parents as well.”
Mr. Stefankiewicz concluded, “We’re

still a fairly new school. When we started
out, parents took a chance on us and their
faith in us has paid off. This award is an
acknowledgment to everyone who has
ever been associated with our school.”

According to the U.S. Department of
Education website (www.ed.gov), the
program honors public and private K-
12 schools that are either academically
superior in their states or that demon-
strate dramatic gains in student achieve-
ment.

U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige
said, “In keeping with the principles of
the No Child Left Behind Act, we reward
schools based on student achievement
results, not process. Schools chosen for
the Blue Ribbon will be ones that are
meeting our mission to ensure every child
learns, and no child is left behind.”

Other schools earning Blue Ribbon
status include Branch Brook Elementary

School in Newark, Chatham High School
in Chatham, Haddonfield Memorial High
School in Haddonfield, Princeton Char-
ter School in Princeton, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, Woodrow
Wilson School in Weehawken and Ye-
shiva of North Jersey in River Edge.

The new program, which requires
schools to meet either of two assessment
criteria, recognizes schools that have at
least 40 percent of their students from
disadvantaged backgrounds that dramati-
cally improve student performance in
accordance with state assessment sys-
tems, and it rewards schools that score in
the top 10 percent on state assessments.

At least 50 percent must meet the first
requirement of having 40 percent of the
students from disadvantaged backgrounds
and showing significant improvement.

Recommendations of state chiefs and
the Council for American Private Educa-
tion are used for determining the award
winners.
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FAMILY EMBRACE...Tina Renna and Union County Freeholder Board candi-
date Joe Renna of Cranford pause from the speeches to embrace during their
GOP Union County Freeholder Candidates rally last Thursday evening in Union
at Mario’s Trattoria. Pictured, left to right, are: Mrs. and Mr. Renna; Freeholder
candidate Pat Quattrocchi of Garwood; candidate for Surrogate, Mike Panagos
of Westfield and candidate for Mayor of Elizabeth, Dan Nozza.

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

NJDOT SEEKS YOUR INPUT ON 
SAFETY PROJECTS IN THE ROUTE 22 CORRIDOR

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING:

Tuesday, October 5, 2004

Springfield Municipal Building

100 Mountain Avenue, Court Room

Springfield

4 - 8 PM

Presentations: 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

The NJDOT Study Team invites you to attend the public information meeting to 

learn more about the project and the suggested improvements for various 

locations along the Route 22 Corridor.  

Come share your concerns and suggestions.

ROUTE 22 CORRIDOR 
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY PROJECTS

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

JOHN F. LETTIERE
Commissioner

JAMES E. McGREEVEY
Governor

Talking Politics
Anthony Attanasio

Joins Forrester PAC
By HORACE CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anthony Attanasio of Westfield has
joined the staff of the political action
committee, “Liberty & Prosperity for
all,” chaired by Doug Forrester.

Mr. Forrester, a Republican, ran
for the U.S. Senate to represent
New Jersey in 2002 against incum-
bent Robert Torricelli who with-
drew at the last minute in the face of
scandals. Democrat Frank
Lautenberg was brought out of re-
tirement in a controversial move
and defeated Mr. Forrester in the
general election.

Mr. Attanasio told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that his job is to
support the efforts of Mr. Forrester in
events throughout the state to ener-
gize Republicans.

Though no declaration has been
made, Mr. Forrester has been men-
tioned in the news as a contender for
the Republican nomination for Gov-
ernor of New Jersey in the general
election in November of 2005.

Mr. Attanasio can be reached by
phone at (908) 756-3549 or by e-mail
at lp21st@yahoo.com.

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Fanwood Borough Council Candi-
dates Maureen Mawby and Joel Stroz
may be newcomers to the political
scene in town, but they are becoming
familiar faces as they walk the streets
of Fanwood knocking on doors and
meeting and greeting their fellow resi-
dents in anticipation of the Tuesday,
November 2 election.

“Joel and I bring a new perspective
on what it will take to keep Fanwood
the family-friendly community it’s
always been,” said Ms. Mawby.
“We’re excited to share that perspec-
tive with our Fanwood neighbors as
we make our way around town.”

As part of their door-to-door cam-
paign, the Republican candidates are
inviting residents to fill out a three-
question post card survey to help them
gauge the issues most important to
their neighbors. Questions include:
what do you feel is the most impor-
tant issue facing Fanwood today; what
services in Fanwood need improve-
ment; if you were elected to Fanwood
Borough Council, what would be the
first thing you would do.

“My work on the Fanwood Strate-
gic Plan Advisory Committee brought
home to me the importance of taking
into consideration the concerns, in-
terests and ideas of as many members

Campaign Release - Fanwood GOP

Elect Joel Stroz for Council
Elect Maureen Mawby for Council

Fanwood Is Family-Friendly,
A Community It’s Always Been

of our community as possible as plans
are formulated for the future of
Fanwood,” said Mr. Stroz.

A 30-year resident of Fanwood,
Ms. Mawby enjoyed a career in cor-
porate marketing, sales and human
resources. She is a graduate of AT&T’s
School of Business, the Dale Carnegie
Institute, and Drake College. A former
PTA president at Brunner Elemen-
tary and Park Middle Schools, she
has three adult children who gradu-
ated from the district.

Mr. Stroz and his wife, Barbara,
have made Fanwood their home for
the past six years. An attorney in
private practice, Mr. Stroz holds
MBA and JD degrees from Rutgers
University. He and his wife have
three young children, the eldest of
which just entered second grade at
Coles School.

One morning in 2001 at Union
County College, then county man-
ager Michael Lapolla shared with
the Union County League of Mu-
nicipalities a vision for the coming
year. Included in this vision was the
disclosure that county residents
could expect “drastic improve-
ments” to the County Police Head-
quarters on North Avenue in
Westfield. “Drastic improvements”
has proven to be an $11.6 million
understatement.

Improvements conjures up, in my
mind at least, the expanding of an
existing building, installing new tech-
nology, making the parking situation
better and perhaps a new HVAC sys-
tem. To our Union County Freeholder
Board, improvements apparently
translate into starting from scratch.
The vision I cannot remove from my
mind occurred on a sunny day last
winter as I drove toward Westfield
from Garwood. All of a sudden this
behemoth was, well, there.

Quite frankly, I don’t miss much of
what goes on in my neighborhood;
but from a distance, I thought maybe
I had. My first thought was that
Westfield had built the much-debated
parking garage.

However, upon getting closer, I re-
alized what this “thing” actually was.
From my end of North Avenue, with
it’s port hole windows, it resembles
something of a cross between the
Queen Mary and a stone barn. Com-
ing from the downtown area of
Westfield going east, it appears that
Darth Vader’s Fortress is out in the
road. To think that the residents of the

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Current Freeholders Vision
For Union County is Blurred

county have gone into debt to pay for
this thing makes me shudder.

Not only was I caught by sur-
prise, but it is my understanding
that Westfield was equally caught
by surprise. The new three-story
building will house the County Po-
lice Headquarters, with metal rein-
forced walls, floors and ceilings in
the prisoner holding quarters, the
Prosecutors Forensics Lab with
DNA testing capabilities and the
Division of Emergency Manage-
ment. Not surprising is that the ex-
isting building is to be knocked
down. What a waste.

Just how do the projects in Union
County appear to grow before our
very eyes? How do things go from
being “much needed” to extravagant
in scope? The trend is evidenced by
the Trailside Museum project, the
Court House and county administra-
tion building renovations which now
has a marble entry way and atrium.
The proposed County Arts Center has
grown out of proportion while still on
paper. Who knows what will happen
when they actually lift a hammer on
that one.

Help the team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson get this spending of your
taxpayer dollars under control by
voting for us on Tuesday, November
2. We believe that this wasteful spend-
ing must stop now.

To learn more about us and our
“Vision for Union County” or to vol-
unteer in this effort, please visit our
website at Unioncountygop.org or call
us at (908) 789-0200.

Munoz Says Providing
Drug Addicts With
Needles is Reckless

TRENTON – Assemblymen Sam
Thompson (R-Middlesex) and Eric
Munoz, M.D (R-Union) said that pro-
posed state sanctioned needle ex-
change programs for heroin addicts
is irresponsible public policy and
believe resources would be better
spent on funding additional drug treat-
ment programs.

“Providing drug addicts with
needles is reckless public policy,” said
Thompson, a member for the Assem-
bly Health and Human Services Com-
mittee. “By establishing programs
such as these, the state is essentially
condoning the use of intravenous
drugs. This is the wrong message to
send our children.”

The legislators note that
Vancouver, British Columbia started
what has been described as the larg-
est publicly funded needle exchange
program in North America in 1988.
Vancouver has the highest heroin
death rate.

Assemblyman Thompson said,
“The study conducted in Vancouver
revealed that nine years later the
HIV infection rates among intrave-
nous drug users increased. It also
found program participants were two
to three times more likely to become
infected with HIV than non-partici-
pants and that almost half of the
participants continued to share
needles.”

Assemblyman Munoz said that
needle exchange programs do not
address all the factors contributing to
the spread of HIV and AIDS, includ-
ing risky injection behavior and un-
protected sex.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com
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Steve Brozak Challenges
Mike Ferguson’s Residency

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Steve Brozak of Westfield, Demo-
crat candidate for congress in New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional District,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Wednesday that he is calling for the
New Jersey Division of Elections to
review Congressman Mike
Ferguson’s residency status in the
district. Mr. Brozak is opposing Mr.
Ferguson in the Tuesday, November
2 election.

In a press release, Mr. Brozak stated
that he would consider seeking an
injunction to enjoin the clerks of
Somerset, Hunterdon, Middlesex and
Union Counties from printing Rep.
Ferguson’s name on the November
ballot.

According to Mr. Brozak, Con-
gressman Ferguson lists an address in
Bethesda, Md. as his principal resi-
dence on his Maryland Department
of Assessment and Taxation property
forms. Further, Mr. Brozak says that
Mr. Ferguson’s son attends school in
Maryland.

Congressman Ferguson’s published
address is Warren, NJ.

Mr. Brozak’s attorney Angelo
Genova says in the press release that,
“The United States Constitution re-
quires that in addition to being at least
25 years old and a U.S. citizen for
seven years, United States Represen-
tatives must be an inhabitant of the
state in which they are chosen on the
day of the election. In addition, New
Jersey statutes require endorsed can-
didates who accept nomination for
office to certify within such accep-
tance that they are a resident of and a
legal voter in the jurisdiction for which

the nomination is made.”
Mr. Brozak claims that public

records indicate that Rep. Ferguson’s
permanent residence is Bethesda, Md.

Congressman Ferguson’s Chief of
Staff, Chris Jones, told The Leader
and The Times, “These (Brozak’s)
claims are ridiculous and obviously a
desperate charge by a desperate can-
didate.” Mr. Jones continued by say-
ing, “Like many members of con-
gress, Mike Ferguson owns two
homes,” claiming that when Congress
is not in session, Rep. Ferguson re-
sides in New Jersey.

Mr. Jones confirmed that Rep.
Ferguson’s oldest son attends first
grade at a parochial school located in
Bethesda Md., but spends weekends
with his family at his home located in
Warren.

“With election day approaching,
he (Brozak) knows that it is not in the
cards for him so he is launching nega-
tive and personal attacks and that is
infinitely too bad,” Mr. Jones con-
cluded.

Mr. Brozak told The Leader and
The Times, “We are looking forward
to debating the issues – the war in
Iraq, the War on Terrorism, this dis-
mal economy and health care reform
– but unfortunately, Mike Ferguson
with his contempt of the voters of the
7th District and the law, has now
forced us to look at the issue of – if he
has even outdone himself in his con-
tempt for the law. Mike Ferguson has
become a distraction from the real
issues.”

In the letter to the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Elections on Wednesday, the
Brozak campaign called for an imme-
diate investigation into the location of
Mr. Ferguson’s primary residence.
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Weight-Loss

• 2 or 3 visits needed

• You will not be on a diet

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified / Registered / Insured

Columbia University Affiliated

“There’s a reason Dr G.

has one of the busiest

clinical hypnosis specialty

practices in the nation.”

908-301-0039
www.MedicalHypnosis.info

and weight maintenance

Clinical Hypnosis

- USA Synicated News Radio

I also use clinical hypnosis for anxiety,
substance, bulimia, fears, and pain.
All techniques are AMA-approved.

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield Councilman, Ward 3

Pedestrian & Traffic Safety

Intersection Line of Sight
And Shrub Ordinance

Intersections are particularly peril-
ous areas for pedestrians. As almost
6,000 Westfield school-age children
are now back-to-school, it is a good
time to look at the current Westfield
ordinance regarding “line-of-sight”
intersection obstructions so residents
can make sure that their properties
are in conformance and not putting
Westfield pedestrians in needless
jeopardy. Our ordinance states that
“it shall be unlawful for any owner or
tenant of property to suffer, permit, or
cause any grass, brush, hedges, shrubs,
trees or other plant life to grow adja-
cent to any roadway…or adjacent to
the intersection of any two roadways
so as to create a traffic hazard by
obstruction the view of persons using
such roadways or intersections.”

The ordinance goes on further to
define a “triangular area” that deter-
mines a sightline- “The triangle shall
begin at the intersection (see dia-
gram) of the curb line of any two
intersecting streets, projected to form
a point, and shall be formed by con-
nection the ends of the line extending
away from such beginning point 80
feet along the curb line of one such
intersecting street, and a line extend-
ing way from such beginning point
15 feet along the curb line of the other
intersection street with a straight line.”
In other words, residents are respon-
sible for keeping their landscaping
from obstructing the sightline for
pedestrians and motorists.

Trees are not considered obstruc-
tions if the tree is free of branches six
feet above ground level and no
branches above that drop to within
six feet of ground level, and no two
trees are closer than twenty feet to
each other.

Our police department has been
working with the Public Safety, Park-
ing and Traffic Committee, the De-
partment of Public Works and
BRAKES (Bikers, Riders and Kids
are Entitled to Safety) to identify and
rectify problematic intersections. If
you would like advice on a particular
intersection, please contact the Traf-
fic Bureau of the Police Deptartment
at (908) 789-4000 ext. 6067.

Andy Skibitsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFE INTERSECTIONS...Line of sight plays an important role at intersections
for the safety of both drivers and pedestrians. The diagram above illustrates the
ordinance in Westfield for property owners to follow in keeping shrubs and other
items from obstructing the view.

Moorish Spain to be Topic
Of Historical Society Lunch
WESTFIELD – “Eight-Hundred

years of Moorish Spain” will be the
topic of Hassan (Sam) Mahmoud at
the First Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society at noon,
Wednesday, October 6, at
B.G. Fields Restaurant, 560
Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Mr. Mahmoud will talk
of the period from 710 to
1492 of the history of Spain
under the rule of the Moors.
That golden era which was
sandwiched between a de-
structive and chaotic 400
years of the Vandal and
Visigoths on the one hand,
and three centuries of intolerance and
savagery of the Inquisition on the other.

Moorish Spain introduced the
Greek Philosophy for the first time to
the rest of Europe.

Mathematics, science, new tech-
niques of agriculture and metallurgy,
architecture, new plants and food,
literature, medicine and astronomy
were introduced to the fledgling Eu-
ropean States. The foundation of the
enlightenment and the renaissance
that engulfed the European nations in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centu-
ries could be easily traced, in a great

part, to the traditions and the culture
of Moorish Spain.

Mr. Mahmoud came to the United
States 34 years ago and is an 11 year
resident of Westfield. He serves on

the boards of trustees of
both the Westfield Histori-
cal Society and the
Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra. He has been a
world traveler, author, lec-
turer and a student of the
history and culture of many
of the countries around the
world. He studied and ob-
served the many wonders
of his own native country,
Egypt, and gave lectures

there on history, political science,
Marine Insurance and International
Trade. In the United States he has
published several articles about his-
tory and politics in local newspapers.
He recently spoke at the Society’s
luncheon on “The History of Ancient
Egypt.”

Regular attendees to the luncheon
will be contacted by a phone commit-
tee of the Society to verify their res-
ervations. Space permitting, others
may attend the luncheon by calling
(908) 233-2930 by noon, Monday,
October 4.

Sam Mahmoud

On November 5, 2004 take the first step to ensure a
faith-filled and successful future for your eighth grader.

Written requests for an application and further
information, as well as telephone inquiries, should be
directed to:

Cooperative Admissions Examination Office
CTB/McGraw-Hill

20 Ryan Ranch Road • Monterey, California 93940
coop@ctb.com

Catholic High School
Cooperative Admissions Examination

for September 2005

Friday, November 5, 2004

The Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark
Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union counties • www.rcan.org/schools

“An education for the future, faith for a lifetime!”
The schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students from any race, color, national or ethnic origin.

1-800-569-COOP • 1-800-569-2667 between 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time

We’re about what you value most.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Oscar Meyer Wienermobile
To Visit Westfield on Oct. 2

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Octo-
ber 2, the Oscar Meyer Wienermobile
will arrive in Westfield. The
Wienermobile will visit Memorial Park
from 10 to 11 a.m., Tamaques Park
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and the Westfield
Train Station from 12 to 5 p.m.

Alex Fromm, a Westfield resident,
entered the National Oscar Meyer
Wienermobile contest and won. He
won the contest by writing “Oh I
wish…the wienermobile would come
to town so I could help raise money
for my best friend Patrick’s charity. I
want to see him walk one day.”

Patrick Higgins, seven, and Alex,
eight, are students and best friends in
Mrs. Martyn’s second grade class at

Washington School. Patrick is af-
flicted with SMA (Spinal Muscular
Atrophy), an illness that causes atro-
phy of muscle cells and, eventually,
may result in the complete loss of
voluntary muscle movement.

All of the donations that will be
collected during the Wienermobile
tour as well as the $5,000 that Alex
won for the contest will be donated to
SMA research.

Alex is one of 50 winners across
the United States out of the 70,000
entries that were received.

Tax-deductible donations can also
be mailed to: Patrick’s Buddies/
FightSMA, P.O. Box 2995, Westfield,
NJ 07090.

Dimensions in feet, typ.

Candidate Campaign Release - County

County Freeholders Should
Follow Governor’s Lead Now

COUNTY – Republican Candi-
dates for Union County Freeholder
Joe Renna, Patricia Quattrocchi,
Frank Arena and Bruce Paterson seek
changes in professional contract
award system.

“Now is the time for the all-Demo-
crat Union County Freeholder Board
to take a look at who they are award-
ing millions of dollars in professional
contracts to,” stated Mrs. Quattrocchi.
“A comparison of campaign contri-
bution records and Freeholder reso-
lutions since 2000 is a real eye-opener
and shows that ‘Pay-to-Play’ is ram-
pant in Union County government.”

The Republican candidates are urg-
ing the all-Democratic Freeholder
Board to place restrictions and regu-
lations on the awarding of contracts
to developers, contractors and pro-
fessional service firms such as law-
yers, architects and engineers.

“It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
see what is going on here,” said Mr.
Paterson. “The trail of paper speaks
for itself, evidenced by the recent
awarding of several contracts relat-
ing to the purchase and renovations to
the Union County Arts Center. The
contractor is a big contributor having
given in the neighborhood of $70,000
to the Union County Democratic
Committee alone since 2000.”

Mr. Renna has long been a vocal
opponent to the awarding of no bid
contracts: “This is a form of kick-
backs to campaign contributors, it is
unethical and the practice adds to the
cost of services which is passed along
to the taxpayers.”

“Our freeholders often award these
contracts to companies that are not
even located in Union County, thus
rewarding them for their contribu-
tions,” said Mr. Arena. “Recently they
ignored the fact that the principals of
JCA, a Monmouth County-based en-
gineering firm, had pleaded guilty to
violating the law and rewarded them
with another six-figure contract – this
is unacceptable. The Democrats have
ignored our demands to return nearly
$200,000 in campaign contributions
from two heavy contributors to their
machine, Charles Kushner, Ronald

Manzo and their companies. It’s time
that they realized that they work for
the people of this County and not the
Democratic Party.”

All four candidates agree that with
an all-Democratic Freeholder Board
there is no one to challenge unethical
behavior and demand accountability.
The Republican candidates urge the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders to impose restrictions similar
to the Executive Order issued by one
of their own, Governor James
McGreevey.

“It is time to reverse this trend and
impose realistic caps on contracts
awarded without competitive bidding.
It is time to put into place dollar
restrictions and time limits on award-
ing no bid contracts to firms who
have made contributions to politi-
cally oriented organizations on all
levels; local, county, state and fed-
eral. It is time to end ‘Pay-to-Play.’ If
the current board doesn’t jump on the
bandwagon now, when elected we
will,” Mrs. Quattrocchi said.

Westfield Historical Society
Plans Newark Museum Trip
WESTFIELD – Some seating space

is still available on a bus trip to the
wonderful exhibit of Nicholas and
Alexandra now at the Newark Mu-
seum on Saturday, October 9.

The trip will begin with coffee in
the lovely gardens (weather permit-
ting) of the historic home of Charles
Cummings, Newark historian. The
trip will also include a tour of two
Newark Conservancy sites, the 1884
Oheb Shalom Synagogue, the oldest
remaining synagogue in Essex
County, and the 1868 St. Benedict’s
Preparatory School. A tour of the
museum exhibits will be on your own,
but there will be a docent-led tour of
the Nicholas and Alexandra Exhibit.

The trip is being sponsored by the
Westfield Historical Society and will

be leaving the Lord & Taylor parking
lot (west end) at 8:30 a.m. with an
expected return of 5 p.m.

The cost of the trip (including trans-
portation and admission fees) is $29
for members and $34 for non-mem-
bers. Lunch is on your own and not
included. Checks should be made out
to the Westfield Historical Society
and mailed to the society at P.O. Box
613, Westfield, NJ 07091-0613. The
trip is limited to 49 people. No re-
funds for cancellation will be made
after 9:30 a.m. Thursday, October 7.

For any additional information call
Bob Miller at (908) 233-6360.

TREE TIPS:
Transplanting Trees

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     Depth is crucially important

when transplanting trees.  Trees

planted too deep and then built

up with soil usually are doomed.

Planting in shallow holes also

invites problems.

     Cultivation equipment in

nurseries often build up tree balls

two or three inches.  This can

lead even professional landscape

gardeners to misjudge and place

trees three inches too deep be-

low grade levels.

     Homeowners often dig plant-

ing holes twice as deep to pro-

vide room to enrich the soil with

peat moss, hyper humus or bone

meal.  The mixture of nutrient

material and base soil usually is

quite loose, allowing the root

balls to sink up to four inches.

Add this to the three inch nurs-

ery build-up and there may be

seven inches of buried trees.

Trees planted that deep may suf-

focate easily.

     Because settling of planted

loose soil is only natural, provi-

sion for this should be made

when preparing the holes.  Add

layers of mulch and leave shal-

low depressions.  These are tree PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE

EXPERT CO., INC.
908-233-TREE

wells or colars to hold ground

water.  Do not mulch too

heavily, however, because deep

mulch can become homes for

field mice.  The mice can chew

the base-level bark and kill valu-

able trees.

     Be aware of modern science

when transplanting trees.  Many

of today’s nurseries are using

nylon cords to wrap the bases of

ball-and-burlap trees.  In time,

these will cut into the tissues and

the bases of the trees, causing

them to die.  Cut and remove

nylon cords before planting the

trees.

     Additionally, other nurseries

are using nylon burlap wrap-

pings.  This also handicaps the

root systems of transplanted

trees by not allowing roots to

grow to normal sizes.  Natural

burlap does rot away quickly but

nylon lasts forever.  To avoid

problems, put the trees in the

holes, cut back the cords and

remove nylon burlap before

completing the planting process.

Synthetic fertilizers should not

be used in transplanting.  In

larger amounts, they dehydrate

the root systems.

     Professional arborists are

equipped now to transplant trees

with minimal shock with the as-

sistance of hydraulic tree spades.

These substantial implements

can transplant a tree ten inches

in diameter and two dozen feet

high in one hour plus any travel

time.

     A pleasantly thoughtful con-

cept is to give someone a fine tree

as an indication of appreciation.

Joyce Kilmer was correct when

she wrote that “only God can

make a tree”, but you can cer-

tainly present one as a gift!

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the ‘Net

www.goleader.com

Pet Oxygen Masks
Provided in PF

PLAINFIELD – Friends of Sleepy
Hollow (FOSH) and Best Friends pet
company are making the town safer
for pets. The fire department now has
24 special oxygen masks for use on
dogs and cats, thanks to the dona-
tions. The masks fit over the snout,
providing oxygen flow to the lungs.

Best Friends started the program in
North Plainfield. “The response has
been overwhelming,” says Kelly
Kurash, Manager of Best Friends.

For more information, call (908)
822-9200 or visit
www.bestfriendspetcare.com.
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Letters to the Editor

Responsible Journalism, Accountability
Needed From All Media Organizations

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I have to say it, I hate the media most of
the time. Yes, it is how I make my living,
and I love my job, but most media orga-
nizations just aggravate me.

There’s no question that the media as a
whole, and each of its agencies, needs to
be held accountable. They also need to
practice responsible journalism. This ap-
plies to everyone from CNN to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The recent story on President George
W. Bush’s National Guard service aired
by Dan Rather on CBS, which turns out to
be based on documents that still have not
been authenticated, is a prime example of
complete irresponsibility.

As a veteran newsman, Mr. Rather
should know enough to confirm all infor-
mation that comes his way, and not to
accept anything at face value.

It is one thing to interview someone, or
sit through a public meeting and print
people’s opinions and concerns; it is an-
other to present a report as fact without
anything to back it up.

As an editor I can’t fathom how The
New York Times could allow a writer to
submit stories that weren’t true. Here at
our newspapers, we are often scrambling
on press day to confirm facts and state-
ments from meetings the night before.
Occasionally we mess up, and we go to
print with a mistake. Luckily, the public is
pretty quick to point it out, and we fully
admit when we’re wrong.

Another thing that the media should be

paying attention to is what they report and
when they report it. I get enraged when
I’m watching NBC, CBS or ABC and
they begin to tell me how security is
terrible at such and such a plant. Or how
vulnerable the food industry is to terror-
ism. Guess what? If you’re telling me
this, you’re also telling the terrorists!
Why don’t you just draw them a map that
says: plant bomb here?

From the beginning of this year’s presi-
dential campaign, continuing to this very
day, it has been nothing but insults and pot
shots. I think it would be really nice, if just
once, the candidates would talk about the
issues and not sling mud at one another.

In the end, it doesn’t really matter if
President Bush did or didn’t submit to a
physical during his National Guard Ser-
vice. It also doesn’t matter how many
times, or how, Senator John Kerry was
shot during Vietnam. Neither of these
things prove whether either of them are
able to lead the nation.

Many will say that the candidates are
talking about homeland security, Iraq and
Afghanistan. However, there are a lot of
other issues that need to be talked about.
What about Medicare, Social Security, edu-
cation, the economy and unemployment?

The media has a certain responsibility
to keep the candidates on the issues and to
be asking the right questions. We hope on
the local level, we do a good job at that,
and we hope you think so too. We wel-
come your letters and comments on any
of the issues. Drop us a line at
editor@goleader.com and let us know
what you think.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Isochroous – Being of equal color

throughout
2. Transcolate – To strain or filter
3. Thaumaturge – A magician
4. Scintillant – Sparkling; glittering

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCHNORRER
1. A beggar
2. The upper lip or muzzle of a quadru-

ped
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A meal table philosopher

HAMIROSTRATE
1. Having a broad nose
2. Having a rounded beak or nose
3. Hook-beaked
4. Having a very long and thin beak

TOPER
1. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
2. A drunkard
3. Proud; haughty
4. To stumble or stagger

ROUKE
1. To squat
2. Unsubstantial, slight or flimsy
3. To tunnel
4. Reward or meritCouncilman Opposes Deck and Seeks

Financial Commitment From DWC

Cell Phone, Cable Costs Rise
As Government Fails to Regulate

Two government deliberations regarding commu-
nications came to our attention last week that give
rise for our comment. One involved cell phones and
the other involved local cable TV contract offerings.

A state legislative initiative by Assemblyman Neil
Cohen of Union was introduced to ban Spam calls to
cell phone users, subjecting violators to stiff fines.
Along with this, companies would be prohibited
from selling your cell phone information to others
without the users’ expressed written consent.

Secondly, county members of the League of Mu-
nicipalities held discussions in Garwood to explore
possibilities to require Comcast to provide custom-
ers with al a carte service – i.e., customers would be
able to order only what they want.

There are common threads to these two initiatives,
in our opinion. First, government seems to be acting
for the benefit of consumers yet neither initiative
produced the benefit sought. Also, the regulated
utilities involved continued to advance their ways
with results that are not good for the public.

Directories are expected to be available for cell
phones early next year. This has the potential to
create havoc and abuse. Users now consider cell
phones their private devices. Wrong still, when a call
is placed to a cell phone, the recipient might be
subject to a charge.

Cell phones are already socially disruptive and
dreaded in office environments. Will matters get
worse?

All companies and government agencies should
be prohibited from selling their customer informa-
tion under any circumstance. Also, cell phone com-
panies should not be permitted to charge a user for a
call received. Finally, government should not be
permitted to develop revenue streams from fines
disguised as initiatives to stop abuse.

With current and pending regulations and charg-
ing procedures, cell phone companies, Spammers
and the government have every financial incentive to
proliferate the abuse.

We say, “Eliminate the financial incentive to pre-
empt the impending cell phone Spam problem.”

The financial incentives apply to government as
well. Legislating fines only provides revenue for the
government and will institutionalize the problem –
sort of like the cigarette tax which government is
now completely hooked on.

Also, cell phone users should not be continually

subject to potential charges, should someone call.
We’re also suspicious, that in the small print some-
where in the future, when you renew your cell phone
contract, that you will unwarily be providing your
expressed written permission for the company to
sell your private information.

On the subject of cable TV, municipalities should
be prohibited from receiving any financial contribu-
tion from the franchise monopoly, such as is cur-
rently happening with cable TV.

Cable TV purveyors given exclusive franchise rights
to our municipalities should be held to standards –
those that require adequate content and that prohibit
Spamming users. The proliferation of paid advertis-
ing programs on cable TV is nothing more than Spam.
One can’t refuse it or avoid it – this Spam is now so
deftly rotated from channel to channel such that the
best of “clickers” can no longer avoid it.

“The consumer would actually be spending more
money and getting a lot less,” Mr. Smith of Comcast
said, the guest speaker at last week’s Union County
League of Municipalities meeting.

According to Molly Adams, Comcast Area Man-
ager of Government and Community Affairs, cable
networks have two streams of revenue - one from
advertisers and the other from fees charged to cable
operators like Comcast. Advertising rates are based
on potential viewers for a channel.

“If you make people pay for something individu-
ally, there are far fewer people that are going to take
that,” she said.

We’re having a hard time following Comcast’s
logic – and having an even harder time believing it.
Cable TV programming has gotten so bad and the
basic rates keep rising. Comcast now advertises
“Pay per View” on its basic cable, encouraging cable
subscribers to switch to its even more expensive
digital network as the solution. And with their digital
network, they soon will offer telephone service.

Not a bad plan for a monopoly. We hope cable
companies will, and are, prohibited from selling
your private information to others.

We hope too that government will follow through
with these two communication issues and find a
better balance for the public – one that provides a
better product, one that lessens the Spam, one that
doesn’t sell your private information and one that
doesn’t create another government revenue stream
at your expense.

Raise Parking Fees?
You Gotta Be Kidding
Let me see if I understand the remarks

of Alan DeRose, Chairman of the DWC:
on street parking would be raised from 50
to 75 cents per meter per hour.

If I were to go downtown for a haircut,
a cup of coffee at Vicki’s or Panera’s, and
some shopping, my parking fee could
easily be $2.25 for the privilege of patron-
izing the merchants of Westfield, the town
in which I live, the town in which I pay
taxes.

You gotta be kidding.

James Clarkin
Westfield

Councilman Caruana
Is for the People of WF
By Doing What is Right

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana is
a councilman not just for the First Ward,
but a councilman for the people first and
foremost of Westfield. He is not a coun-
cilman for personal gain, political ma-
neuvering or for the party line. Council-
man Caruana has brought a much needed
breathe of fresh air to this stale political
process before us.

Mr. Caruana has demonstrated that he
has the honesty and integrity to speak out
about the current process of the redevel-
opment plan and that he has the residents
of the Town of Westfield interests at
heart. Mr. Caruana’s careful examination
of the handling of the redevelopment plan
has demonstrated that his priorities lie
with doing what is right for the citizens of
Westfield. Thank you Councilman
Caruana for the fine job you are doing,
keep up the good work.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield

WF Resident Stresses Safety Issues
With Parking Deck; Says Vote No

At the September 14 town council
meeting, Sharon Stockwell presented an
analysis of the number of children who
would be affected by the proposed park-
ing garage on Elm Street. Franklin and
Roosevelt Schools, and the childcare and
pre-school programs at the YMCA,
Reedemer Lutheran Church, and Wesley
Hall are all within a few blocks of the
garage location. A total of 1,920 children
attend these schools each day and their
safety will be adversely affected by the
garage. This number does not even in-
clude those attending afternoon and
evening classes at the Y.

Unfortunately, the mayor, who stated
that the children don’t come and go at the
same time people go to work, dismissed
this important safety issue, like many
legitimate concerns about the proposed
garage! After all, stores open at 10 a.m.
and by then the kids are in school.

Not exactly. Westfield has offices as
well as stores, and not even all the stores
open that late. The parade of middle
schoolers walking to Roosevelt begins
well before 8 a.m., many who cross the
intersection of Prospect and Dudley,
which was rated one of our worst inter-
sections in the traffic study and not manned
by a crossing guard. By then, many people
are on their way to work, and cars have
begun entering the employee permit lots
and eight hour metered spaces. Between
8:15 and 9 a.m., elementary school chil-
dren and pre-schoolers arrive. During this
time, those who work in Westfield con-

tinue to show up for work and park down-
town. Do I need to mention that children
are dropped off at daycare during the
same morning hours when people are on
their way to work?

Towards mid-day, morning pre-school
and kindergarten wraparound programs
end, and the afternoon sessions begin.
Downtown workers and shoppers come
and go during their lunchtimes. Between
2:45 and 3:05 p.m., the school day ends.
Many Roosevelt students walk home or
into town, passing by the garage site.

By 4 p.m., downtown workers are start-
ing to leave. Roosevelt students who par-
ticipate in after-school activities are leav-
ing then too; but now the crossing guards
have gone home. As the afternoon turns
into evening, more people leave work;
and of course, parents pick up their chil-
dren from daycare; other parents bring
their offspring to the “Y” for classes.

Building a garage downtown between
Elm and Prospect Streets will only make
traffic worse and endanger our children.

Perhaps it won’t be so bad; after all, the
downtown employee permit lots and even
the eight-hour meters frequently have
empty spaces – so maybe not as many
cars will use the garage as the proponents
assume. Of course, if that happens,
Westfield will have wasted $10 million
and have a different problem.

I urge everyone to vote no on the garage
referendum on Tuesday, November 2.

Cathy Salomon
Westfield

Earlier this month, Mayor Greg
McDermott presented the details of his
parking plan, along with a financial analy-
sis on how the town intends to repay a
bond issue that will finance a proposed
new parking deck at Prospect/Elm. The
$10 million deck will add 245 net new
spaces to the town’s parking capacity and
the proposal will be decided by a voter
referendum on Election Day.

Since the Town of Westfield is pledg-
ing its unlimited taxing power (property
tax increases, if necessary) as the ultimate
security to bond repayment, it is critical
that Westfield residents understand the
plan and how $10 million dollars will be
repaid when they vote on Tuesday, No-
vember 2.

 In order to prevent the bonds from
being a liability to Westfield taxpayers, the
proposed financial plan will look to two
primary sources of revenue to repay the
bonds. The largest source of revenue will
come from sharp increases for on-street
meter rates (from 50 cents an hour to 75
cents an hour) and increases to long-term
permits (from $58.50 per month to $65 per
month) purchased by downtown employ-
ees and Westfield commuters.  A smaller
source of revenue will come from pay-
ments from the 19 condos and 3,000 square
feet of retail space being built by a private
developer in conjunction with this project.

As with any financial analysis, assump-
tions are made, but there are risks and
uncertainties to these assumptions. To
protect the taxpayers, and to help under-
write the additional capacity that is being
reserved for employees of downtown
businesses, the town’s Finance Commit-
tee is proposing that the property owners
that comprise the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) guarantee two as-

pects of the financial plan. First, the DWC
will be asked to guarantee the sale of
annual permits (or the revenue shortfall)
for the number of spaces being reserved
for downtown employees.  I view this as
a soft guarantee because there are re-
peated claims that there are over 300 to
400 merchants and their employees who
will buy permits, if additional capacity is
offered (despite the fact that currently the
employee wait list is less than 100 people).
Second, based upon a recommendation
by Desman Associates, the town’s con-
sultant on the proposed deck, the Finance
Committee is proposing that the down-
town property owners make an equity
contribution for each Downtown Em-
ployee Permit by contributing an addi-
tional $10 per month per permit through
their special tax levy. This subsidy would
annualize to $50,000 or a 7 percent con-
tribution towards annual debt payments.

I was very disappointed when I read in
last week’s Westfield Leader that the DWC
did not fully discuss or adopt a position
concerning their proposed contribution
to the deck finance plan.  Given the short
time frame of introducing the plan, I can
understand how the board needs more
time to reflect on the plan. I can only hope
that we will see such discussion and adop-
tion of the finance proposal at next month’s
meeting.  What was even more discour-
aging was reading that Mr. Joe Spector,
who represents the downtown property
owners on the board, would not comment
on the plan unless they went into Execu-
tive Session, a clear violation of the Open
Public Meetings Act.

With less than five weeks to go before
Westfield residents vote on the referen-
dum, I implore the downtown property
owners to publicly acknowledge that they
will guarantee their portion of the parking
plan. While an increase in parking capac-
ity will help all three users of parking, the
proposed deck will solely be used for
downtown employees and shoppers.

In recent years downtown property
owners have made significant demands
upon the Town of Westfield to increase
parking capacity for employees and shop-
pers, in part, because it serves their eco-
nomic self-interests.  If the town decides
to pursue such an expansion, it is entirely
fair and equitable to ask these property
owners (10 percent of our property tax
base) to bear a very modest share of the
costs and risks.

While I am personally opposed to the
deck at Prospect and Elm due to its poor
traffic and safety implications, as Chair-
man of the town’s Finance Committee, I
am obligated to ask the downtown prop-
erty owners to publicly endorse this fi-
nancing proposal or to make their objec-
tions known. The residents and voters
who make up 90 percent of the at-risk tax
base await the downtown property own-
ers response.

Peter Echausse, Councilman
Westfield First Ward

Chairman of Finance Committee

Councilman Caruana
Asked To Change His
‘No’ Vote on Parking
I have tried to keep current on the

various parking studies, initiatives and
proposals. I have just read last week’s
letters to The Leader by Councilman Sal
Caruana and Mayor Greg McDermott on
the subject.

Councilman Caruana argued for “no”
on the parking plan while acknowledging
no benefits of the plan, using, what I
believe is, an extremely narrow look at
the financials and accusing the mayor of
an obsession with parking.

I personally am glad the mayor has an
obsession with parking, if, in fact, he does.
We’ve needed a solution for 40 years. And
I believe the current plan for a garage at
Elm/Prospect takes a broad view, reflects
a compromise plan resulting from several
years review by council and the citizens of
Westfield, and accomplishes significant
benefits. This plan: recognizes the need for
a parking garage as determined by every
prior study; locates the parking garage in
the specific location recommended by ev-
ery previous study; provides relief to the
perennial Westfield parking problem; pro-
vides 340 new parking spaces (a 17 per-
cent increase); helps all constituencies –
shoppers, commuters, employees; eases
the wait list for commuters; reduces traffic
congestion; is a unique, au-currant, safe
parking model combining parking, retail
and condo, fitting the downtown land-
scape; will act as a positive on residential
real estate values.

And, when reviewing the financial plan
from a sound and conservative basis – a
plan, which combines system-wide park-
ing revenues with new revenues from
retail and condominiums adjacent to the
garage – there will be no new burden on
residential real estate taxes.

I would respectfully ask Sal to recon-
sider and vote “yes” on this thoughtful
position, a compromise position from one
wherein he favored as many as two ga-
rages three to four years ago.

Lee Hale
Westfield

Scotch Plains Resident Says Difficult Decisions Regarding
Downtown Are Required by Mayor and Council Members
Regarding his letter to the editor of

September 23, one might as well tell Mr.
Patti that his concerns are falling on deaf
ears. I have been approaching the past
Mayor Samuel and the current mayor for
years about the same issues.

My first letter to the ex-mayor, Mrs.
Samuel, addressed various concerns about
our downtown and how shabby it was
beginning to look. Nothing architectur-
ally matches, as downtowns should. The
curbing and sidewalks on Park Avenue
and Second Street are all in pieces and
covered in weeds.

I received a “not within our control”
reply letter. I followed up again when Mr.
Marks became mayor. He replied that he
thought everything was great and did not
need updating. He was happy with things

just the way they are.
My most recent letter of concern again

specified my questions of Park Avenue
and Second Street looking like a ghost
town and poorly maintained. Second
Street is a major entry to our town. With
the way it looks, I am actually ashamed to
have to travel that road.

The residents on the Westfield Avenue
side have all taken a great leap in bringing
their homes up to date — having really
done a nice job at their expense. The road
is rutted and there is not any curbing. I
asked the mayor if it is our street or the
county; and if it is the county, who on his
staff is suppose to report the problem to
the freeholders.

The Second Street side of the same
road is all beat up and weeds are in the

sidewalks higher than my knees. How
can the owners of the businesses want to
invest in the development when the town
cannot do anything on their own to show
good faith?

Even a small town like Atlantic High-
lands is going through a downtown revi-
talization.

Our council does need to take the reigns
and treat this town as a business and gain
some backbone. Being in the council’s po-
sition does require difficult decisions to be
made for the good of the town. I am asking
that they make some of these hard decisions
and quit dancing around the issues.

To date, I have not had a reply to my
letter to Mayor Marks of August 18, 2004.

Bill Lyman
Scotch Plains

Fanwood Residents
Also Are Treated as
“Out of Towners”

In the recent editorial about the coop-
eration between our towns (Fanwood and
Scotch Plains), you talked about the shared
activities and common school system as a
way to then contrast them to the parking
permit system at the Fanwood train sta-
tion, and how Scotch Plains residents are
treated as “out of town” patrons.

What you failed or forgot to talk about
is that in the “shared” park and recreation
activities, the residents of Fanwood are
the “out of town” residents who pay the
higher fees for activities in Scotch Plains.
While I do not have any hard numbers I
know that from talking to friends in both
towns, it is the feeling that the residents of
Fanwood pay more in taxes to support the
“shared” school system.

I would have mentioned those things in
the editorial and amended your last para-
graph of the editorial to say that in the
spirit of cooperation, both towns should
continue to make fair and equitable all
moneys paid for “shared” usage by resi-
dents of both Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Daniel Zucker
Fanwood

To Reach Us
E-Mail to: editor@goleader.com

For Info: www.goleader.com

Letters to the Editor
See more letters
on pages 5 & 17.
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The leaves use solar energy to
convert nitrogen, potash and

phosphorus into starch and sugar.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business
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© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC.  VCS-737

CDs with great  growth potential

Lock in a great CD rate today…get a 
higher rate later with Valley’s Step-Up CD. 

Now there is no reason to put off waiting for a 
better rate. Valley’s Step-Up CD gives you a great 

rate today and a one-time opportunity to “step-up” 
to a higher rate, should rates increase. 

2.50%
APY

Opening rate for 36-month Step-Up CD

2.00%
APY

Opening rate for 18-month Step-Up CD

See a Valley Branch for details. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of September 24, 2004. 
A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal and penalty could reduce earnings on your account.

Oklahoma Resident Recalls When He
Grew Up on St. Marks in Westfield

Thanks Tom and Lisa Luzzi for open-
ing their St. Marks home to this old pre-
vious resident (35 years ago)! It brought
back a lot of memories. After leaving, I
toured around town with my family. It’s
really amazing just how much is the same
as it was 35 and 40 years ago.

The baseball diamonds I used to play at
a few blocks away on a team called the
Dodgers are virtually almost identical,
and the park over by the police station is
unchanged. You still have police direct-
ing traffic downtown. You don’t see that
much anymore. It really felt like I had
stepped back in time.

I used to catch big orange carp (or at
least they seemed big at the time) in the
parks pond and watched summer con-
certs with string bands full of banjos on
the little bandstand. I loved to skate on
that pond too which usually froze well
enough for a week of two in the winter.

I can remember sledding down those
small hills next to St. Paul’s Church. I
sledded so long that my fingers and feet
would be totally numb by the time I got
home for dinner. My kids have no idea
what it’s like to be cold.

I saw the Sound of Music, Hard Days
Night (Beatles movie) and Patton down
at the Rialto when it was a single movie
theater. I bought candy and comic books
down around the corner at “Ted’s Smoke
Shop” on my way to Junior High at
Roosevelt school. I received a special
tour of the fire station downtown when I
was about 8 or 9 after getting caught
playing with matches in some alley way
near the post office (it worked. I haven’t
played with the things since!).

I used to pick up a gallon of milk for my
mother when I was just a small boy. It was
call the “Finest” then. When I got bigger,
I remember playing on the railroad tracks
behind it. Parents were a lot less worried
about where their kids went in those days.
We placed pennies and nickels on the
track to see them get flattened by the
passing commuter and freight trains.

I felt like the boy I was back in those
days of the “Amazing Mets”, “The Eagle
Landing”, and Yankee #7 who I might
add grew up here in Oklahoma. Then I
looked in a mirror and found that 35 plus
years had indeed slipped by. It’s probably
the closest thing to a time warp I’ll ever
experience. A little like “Back to the

Future” in reverse.
Of course most of the families I knew

are gone. Two notable exceptions are my
piano teacher Mrs. Keeteur who still lives
across the street from my old house, and
Dr. Howenstein who lives a few doors
down on the corner. I remember the doc-
tor making house calls. Having your doc-
tor so close is certainly unusual these days
with medicine being practiced out of
medical offices.

Our family dentist, Dr. Cox, lived and
made his office next door which was liter-
ally a hop, skip and a jump away. I loved
that dentist. He used laughing gas and I still
have a mouth full of his good work.

I noted the demise of my old elemen-
tary Grant school, that was torn down to
make way for the public library that used
to be housed in the Municipal building. I
know it was “old” because it had 1906
imprinted on the steps I climbed to class.

Everyone’s heard the story of someone
walking miles to school in snowstorms. I
can recall walking to Grant school in just
such conditions with my buckle-on snow
boots at the old age of 7 or 8. Granted
school was only about three blocks away,
but it seemed to be miles instead of blocks!

I walked home from Grant everyday
for lunch at noon as all but a very tiny
minority of kids did in those days. I won-
der how many kids do that today, any-
where? I recall getting so tired of my
mother’s lunch menu, that when I moved
onto Roosevelt Jr. High, the cafeteria
seemed like heaven with “new” tasting
food like meatloaf and Beefaroni. A hot
lunch cost 35 cents with milk at 3 cents a
carton — 4 cents for chocolate. Did I say
I was in heaven?

At the advanced grade of 4th, you were
permitted to ride your bike to school after
you passed a riding test. You got your
bicycle licensed with a sticker applied
below the seat). They had a police officer
I remember as Captain Catalog who in-
structed the young kids on what to do for
different emergencies. He couldn’t still
be around, could he?

When I went to Grant School and when
my younger brother and sisters attended,
the parents used to put on a “Talent Show”
every year which wasn’t your typical
talent show where everyone does their
own thing. This talent show was actually
a scripted show with a plot that took on
themes like Dudley Doright. It mixed in
local events to create a show that I re-
member being very funny as a kid. It
became so popular that it put on multiple
shows, and then to move to the Roosevelt
School auditorium to accommodate larger
audiences.

My mother participated, although she
wasn’t ever a main character. It was al-
ways great fun for all. I wonder if such a
thing is still produced, possibly at Wash-
ington Elementary?

Thanks again for your hospitality and
the memories when I was resident.

Hank Duncan
Yukon, Oklahoma

Mayor Martin Marks and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato are well
into their door-to-door campaign and
now have visited residents in all 21
voting districts of Scotch Plains.

“The are many benefits of walking
the town, not the least of which is
getting some good exercise while at
the same time seeing our beautiful
community up close and hearing what
is on our residents minds,” said Mayor
Marks. “There is no doubt that our
residents take pride in Scotch Plains
and especially what their particular
neighborhoods have to offer. Com-
ments and suggestions from our resi-
dents are helpful and at times enlight-
ening. For those that want to spend the
time in conversation the topic invari-
ably turns to the incredible increase in
property values we have experienced
over the last few years. There is no
question that Scotch Plains residents
have made a shrewd investment that
has appreciated considerably.”

In February 2003,
CBSMarketwatch.com had an exclu-
sive report detailing “The Most Un-
dervalued Communities” in the ten
largest metropolitan areas across the
United States. The criteria used were
things such as quality of education,
municipal services provided, crime
rates, level of education of residents
in the community, and other quality
of life issues, including home prices
especially as they compared to other
communities in the region.

As it turned out, Scotch Plains was
cited as the number one best value in
the New York Metropolitan area. Just
last year Scotch Plains property val-
ues rose an incredible 22.4 percent
which was tops in Union County.
Over a three-year period, home val-
ues increased by 43 percent, which
was also at the top of the Union
County list.

“Scotch Plains continues to be a
wonderful place to live and raise a
family and it appears that it has be-
come a wise financial investment as
well,” said Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato. “I think there is good rea-
son why home values in Scotch Plains
have accelerated at a greater pace
than surrounding communities.
There is no question that our central-
ized location and the fine reputation
of our school system has helped,
however there are other things that
make Scotch Plains rise to the top of
the list. We have made great strides
to provide more recreation opportu-
nities for our youngsters, and ex-
pand services for our seniors. We
have maintained important and popu-
lar programs while other towns are
eliminating them. We will continue
in our efforts to provide these ser-
vices for the lowest possible cost. I
suspect you will see Scotch Plains
property values continue to rise at an
impressive pace even as the real es-
tate market in other towns begin to
cool.”

WHS Parking Solution
Is to Not Let Students
Drive Cars to School
I agree with the sentiments expressed

by Mr. Michael Nemeth of Westfield in
his letter to the editor published in the
September 16 edition of The Westfield
Leader. The Westfield High School
(WHS) parking question must be resolved.
While I appreciate the time that the board
and the town have already spent on this
issue, a final resolution has been elusive.

I agree with Mr. Nemeth that the selec-
tive way in which street parking has been
imposed on the neighborhood thus far is
unfair. But I respectfully disagree with
Mr. Nemeth’s overall proposal. In my
opinion, the solution to the WHS parking
problem is not alternate side of the street
parking. The solution is not to permit
students to drive to school. All WHS
students manage to find their way to school
everyday without adding to the parking
problem before they get their license.
Why does anything have to change? Driv-
ing is a privilege, not a right, and neither
the board nor the parents need to extend
that privilege to driving to school.

I realize that students want to drive and
that parents welcome relief from the role
of chauffer for the last year or so of a
student’s primary education. I am not
unsympathetic. Indeed, in a few years I
will be in that exact position. But their
collective inconvenience (and mine in a
few years) must be balanced against the
inconvenience of our neighbors who live
in the WHS parking zone. These resi-
dents are not merely inconvenienced for
the year or so until graduation. They are
inconvenienced year after year as each
new class of students comes of age.

Allowances can be made for students
who have to work on those days that they
actually work and for other legitimate
reasons. I am sure that suitable arrange-
ments can be made for these students,
which will not adversely impact the neigh-
borhood.

No solution is perfect, but this solution
worked when many of us were in school
(I walked more than a mile to elementary
school) and I see no reason why it would
not work for Westfield now. No taxes
need be raised, no decks need be built,
and no street is pitted against another.

Michael Teschner
Westfield

Prose Tells of WF
Speed Hump Whale

Humpback whales roam the seas;
Riding waves with sonic ease; With
muffled snorts they dart; Unlike their
motor counterpart; Who ride the rounded
surface hump; With boxy, lavish auto
junk.

The autos slam, and screech and speed;
Heedless of the safety need. Peddles
pushed and horns a blare; To make it to
the shoprite lair; With kids and cargo
hurling up; Chassis bouncing, spilled cof-
fee cup.

But who can blame the poor driver, no.
They take what’s dished, and then they
blow.

Town officials doing ‘their best’; But
don’t they work at our behest? Judging by
the common good; For traffic easing
measures they stood. Tho, heavens, NOT
in their neighborhood!

So, the monster hump continues to
gobble; Every point and plug and pick-up
nozzle.

Some contract loyalist with taxpayers
money; Is laughing all the way to sunny,
Italy, where gondolas need not bump;
Into any obnoxious speed hump.

Marion Mogielnicki
Westfield

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains GOP

Mayor Martin Marks
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

There are Many Benefits
Walking the Township

Scotch Plains Democratic candi-
dates Andrew Baron for mayor and
Barbara Baldasarre for township
council have announced that the time
has come to appoint a volunteer citi-
zens advocate in town hall to assist
township employees respond to the
needs of our residents.

The position, which would be un-
paid and filled by one or two volun-
teer citizens, would be similar to a
consumer advocate or customer ser-
vice department which many busi-
nesses utilize to provide better ser-
vice to their customers.

“In my own profession I have re-
ceived the benefit of consumer liai-
sons with the businesses I deal with,”
said Mr. Baron. “The same concept
can be applied to government ser-
vices so we know whether we are
meeting the needs of the taxpayers,
and if not, how we can improve the
delivery of such services.”

Mrs. Baldasarre pointed out that a
few years ago the position of tele-
phone switchboard operator at town
hall was eliminated and replaced with
an automatic phone system.

“As we have campaigned, we have
learned that the current system is
frustrating for those who do not have
contact with local government on a
regular basis,” Mrs. Baldasarre said.
“A citizens advocate would be a cen-
tral point to steer citizens to the right
department and would follow up with
those citizens by phone or mail to
make sure their needs have been ad-
dressed.”

Mr. Baron and Mrs. Baldasarre both
know how hard working our town-
ship employees are. This proposal
will make their job easier as it guides
those contacting town hall through
the proper channels. In this way, our
government services can be improved
at no cost to the taxpayers.

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains DEMs

Andrew Baron for Mayor
Barbara Baldasarre for Council

DEMs Support Creation
Of Citizens Advocate

CARING FROM HOME…During Westfield Festifall, tickets were sold for the
Support Our Troops Pancake Breakfast to be held on Saturday, October 16, from
7 a.m. to noon at the Westfield Armory. The public is invited and all proceeds go
to support the National Guard and their families. Pictured, from left to right are:
Alice Miller, Julie Dvorak, Dianne Gorbaty, and Claudia Cuca.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com I N S U R E D

• FREE unlimited checkwriting and transactions
• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
• FREE of monthly service charge if daily balance of

$1,000 or higher is maintained

Hurry! Open your account today
and receive a $25 Westfield Gift Coin
redeemable at participating businesses

in downtown Westfield!**

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of less than $25,000 earn .50% APY. Rates subject
to change based on market conditions and without notice. Minimum balance to open is $25,000.
If account is closed prior to 1 year, a $25.00 service fee is assessed. If balance is below $1,000,
there is a $10 monthly service fee and no interest is earned. Offer applies only to new accounts,
new money, and funds may not be transferred from an existing Town Bank account.

**Gift coins available only while supplies last. Offer may be withdrawn without notice.
Tax liability is responsibility of the account holder.

You Will Notice the Difference …
Town Super Checking!

on balances of $25,000 or more.

2.02%
Rate guaranteed until May 1, 2005. 
Applies to new accounts only.

APY*

Letters to the Editor
See more letters on page 17.
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MR. MICHAEL J. AND DR. COURTNEY N. LIGGERA
(She is the former Dr. Courtney Norris Bender)

MR. AND MRS. DIRK JAMES FOLE
(She is the former Miss Melissa Susan Lies)

Miss Melissa Susan Lies
Marries Dirk James Fole

Dr. Courtney N. Bender
Weds Michael J. Liggera

Dr. Courtney Norris Bender, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce F.
Bender of Westfield, was married on
Saturday, August 14, to Michael Jo-
seph Liggera of Philadelphia, Pa. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Liggera
of Clark, formerly of Westfield.

The Reverend Roland Perdue, 3rd
and the Reverend Joseph Kukura of-
ficiated at the late afternoon nuptials
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. A black-tie reception im-
mediately followed at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a strapless, white Duchess
satin gown by designer Ron LoVece of
New York City. The A-line gown was
adorned with ivory French Alençon
lace, crystal trimmed roses and scat-
tered rosebuds. It extended into a ca-
thedral-length train beginning with a
cluster of satin roses and crystals. The
cathedral-length mantilla, also by Mr.
LoVece, was trimmed with matching
lace, satin roses and crystals, and
cascaded from a matching rose and
crystal hairpiece.

The bride carried a large, lush,
round bouquet of creamy white Hol-
lywood roses. The stems were
wrapped in white satin ribbon with an
overlay of ivory satin braiding with
pearl accents.

Mrs. Meghan Erin Parsons of
Charlottesville, Va., served as her twin
sister’s matron of honor. Her bridal
attendants included Ms. Vicki Ann
Liggera of New York City, the sister
of the bridegroom; Ms. Ashli Eliza-
beth Jane Baker of San Francisco,
Calif., Ms. Daniela Maria D’Amato
of North Plainfield, Mrs. Hayley
Elizabeth Jacobsen of Westwood, Ms.
Shannon Jean Stone of Antibes,
France, Ms. Karen Lynn Siedlecki of
Charlottesville, Va. and Dr. Kathleen
Michelle Westhoven of Alexandria,
Va., all friends of the bride.

All wore A-line, black lamé Vera
Wang empire waisted gowns with a
back inset and ivory grosgrain rib-
bons tied in a bow at the back. They
carried very large nosegays of yel-
low, orange and raspberry roses with
touches of electric blue delphinium.
The stems were wrapped with sage
green, double-faced satin ribbon.

Maulik Mahesh Sanghavi of Scotch
Plains, a friend of the couple, served
as the best man. The groomsmen in-
cluded Michael Paul Parsons of

Charlottesville, Va., the brother-in-
law of the bride; Brian Byong Gul
Cho of New York City, Calvin Will-
iam Christopher of London, England,
Paul Michael Hayes of Westfield,
Matthew Thomas Pasion of Kailua,
Hawaii, Peter Mairs Smith of Phila-
delphia and Thomas John Vella, Jr. of
Westfield, all friends of the bride-
groom.

John Daniel Ruvolo of Hoboken, a
friend of the couple, read 1
Corinthians, 13 and “On Marriage”
from “The Prophet” by Kahlil Gibran.
William Baton of Westfield and Ms.
Colleen Kraft of Scotch Plains were
the soloists, with Charles Banks of
Westfield serving as the organist.

Both the bride and the bridegroom
are 1995 graduates of Westfield High
School. The bride received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree cum laude with
honors in Psychology and Certification
in Elementary Education from Colgate
University in Hamilton, N.Y. in 1999.

She was awarded her Doctorate in
Clinical Psychology from George
Washington University in Washing-
ton, D.C. in 2003, and for the past
year has been a trauma clinician at the
Children’s Crisis Treatment Center
in Philadelphia.

The bridegroom earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Computer Science
in 1999 from Princeton University
where he was president of the all-
male a cappella group The Princeton
Footnotes. He is currently in his third
year of law school at Temple Univer-
sity in Philadelphia.

An engagement brunch was held at
the Clark home of the bridegroom’s
parents last summer. A fall engage-
ment party took place at the Westfield
home of Dr. and Mrs. John Wiley and
was hosted by Mrs. Elizabeth
Bellezza, Mrs. Jane Stepanski, Mrs.
Eva Wiley and Mrs. Bebbins Yudes.

This summer, Mrs. Meghan Par-
sons and Ms. Vicki Liggera hosted a
bridal shower at the home of the
bridegroom’s parents and a
bachelorette party in Washington, D.C.

The rehearsal dinner, hosted by the
bridegroom’s parents, was held at the
Novita Restaurant in Westfield. The
bridegroom’s parents also hosted a
Sunday brunch at Novita for out-of-
town guests.

Following a wedding trip to Galley
Bay in Antigua, the couple resides in
Philadelphia.

Miss Melissa Susan Lies, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Lies
of Plainfield, formerly of Fanwood,
was married on Saturday, June 12, to
Dirk James Fole. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dirk Fole of Jackson.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at St. Teresa of Avila Roman Catholic
Church in Summit, with the Rever-
end Bruce Harger officiating. A re-
ception followed at the Olde Mill Inn
in Basking Ridge.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a strapless, Duchess satin
gown designed by Vera Wang with a
cathedral-length veil trimmed in satin.
She carried a bouquet of assorted

white stephanotis, peonies and ra-
nunculus.

Miss Kathryn Lies of New York
City was the maid of honor for her
sister. The bridal attendants included
Miss Erin Fole of Glassboro, the sis-
ter of the bridegroom; Miss Meghan
Kennedy of East Northport, N.Y.,
Miss Jessica Patti of Royersford, Pa.,
and Miss Suzanne Liberti, Miss Kelly
Novitski and Miss Lauren Rabadeau,
all of New York City.

All wore sage green satin strapless
dresses designed by Bill Levkoff and
carried bouquets of pink and sage
green peonies and ranunculus.

Patrick Cavanaugh of Hoboken was
the best man. Serving as groomsmen
were Peter Billows of Ocean, James
Foley of Tuscaloosa, Ala., Brian Korn
of Hoboken, John Lane of New York
City, Daniel Pappalardo of Tucka-
hoe, N.Y. and Brian Sarcopski of King
of Prussia, Pa.

The bride grew up in Fanwood,
graduating from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1996. She
was awarded a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration
with a major in Marketing from
Villanova University in 2000, and is
employed as a media buyer for Gen-
eral Motors Media Works in New
York City.

The bridegroom, who grew up in
Jackson, graduated from Christian
Brothers Academy in Red Bank in
1996. He earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Accountancy from
Villanova University in 2000. A Cer-
tified Public Accountant, he is em-
ployed as Controller for Zimmer
Lucas Partners in Jersey City.

Bridal showers were hosted by the
bride’s aunt, Marilyn Rubino, at her
West Caldwell home and by the
bride’s sister and the bridal atten-
dants at the Plainfield home of the
bride’s parents.

A bachelorette party, hosted by the
bride’s sister and the bridal atten-
dants, was held in New York City. The
bachelor party was hosted by the
groomsmen in Las Vegas, Nev.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted by
the parents of the bridegroom the
evening before the wedding at the
Grain House Restaurant in Basking
Ridge.

Following a two-week wedding trip
to Hawaii, the couple resides in
Hoboken.

Miller-Cory Plans Program
On Leather and Bead Work
WESTFIELD – Craftsman Tim

Truedson of Scotch Plains will present
a program on “Native American
Leather and Bead Work” this Sunday,
October 3, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum. The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Additionally, Diane King of
Cranford and Jean Peters of Edison,
members of the museum’s cooking
committee, will demonstrate open-
hearth cooking using authentic early
American recipes and cooking uten-
sils. Taste treats will be available for
visitors to sample.

Costumed docents will guide guests

through the furnished 1740 home and
answer questions about life in Colo-
nial New Jersey. The last tour will
begin at 3:30 p.m. Visitors are also
invited to stop by the museum gift
shop.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2 for adults, 50 cents for
students and free for children under
age six.

On Saturday and Sunday, October
16 and 17, the museum will be among
23 historic sites open for free tours
during Union County’s celebration
of Arts and Humanities Month. For
more information about the museum,
please call (908) 232-1776.

LIFE INSURANCE   •   ANNUITIES   •   ESTATE PRESERVATION   •   LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE 

This is the true story of how your life 
insurance prevented a financial disaster. 

(At least, it could be.)

ou’re in the minority. You actually have enough life
insurance. The fact is, many Americans are substantially

underinsured.  Some think the insurance they got through work is all
they need. Others mistakenly think they can’t afford the premiums.
But not you. You understood the value of life insurance. And you took
the time to sit down with Prudential and get it right.

It means your kids could still afford to go to the college of their
choice. Your spouse wouldn’t have to worry about defaulting on the
mortgage or making early retirement plan withdrawals. Your family
could continue to feel all the love you have for them. Who said life
insurance was boring?

Y

Call me today. 

IFS-A095065 Ed. 8/2004

Jeffrey R. McMahon, CLTC

The Prudential Insurance Company of America

Premier Agent

1243 Route 22 E., Mountainside NJ 07092
Tel 908 654-0092  Fax 908 654-0236
jeff.mcmahon@prudential.com
Headquartered in Newark, NJ

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Co-sponsored by Union
County Board of Chosen

Freeholders &
Department of Parks &
Recreation and Rose

Squared Productions, Inc.

Springfield Ave.,
Cranford

GARDEN ST. PKY TO EXIT 138, WEST 2 MILES;
RT22 TO RT577 SOUTH 1.3 MILES; FOLLOW

SIGNS; PARK FREE AT UNION COUNTY COLLEGE

Fine Art & Crafts
at Nomahegan Park

OCT. 2-3

908-874-5247 OR WWW.ROSESQUARED.COM

• FREE •
RAIN OR SHINE

10AM-5PM

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
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Hartzells Welcome
Son, James Charles
Cate and Chris Hartzell of Ber-

keley Heights have announced the
birth of their son, James Charles
Hartzell, on Tuesday, August 3, at
12:56 p.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Jamie weighed 8 pounds and 8
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandpar-
ents are Charlotte and Charles
Steele of Princeton, Mass.

His paternal grandparents are
Lynne and Larry Hartzell of
Westfield.

Sermon Series to Focus
On ‘Seven Wonders’
SCOTCH PLAINS – A seven-week

sermon series entitled “The 7 Won-
ders” will begin on Sunday, October
3, at the Scotch Plains Christian
Church. The church is located at 1800
Raritan Road, next to the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools.

The series is based on seven basic
questions that people often wonder
about — Why do I exist? Is there a
God? Am I unique or significant?
Why is life so unfair? Why do I feel
alone? Why do I struggle with doing
what I know is right? Is there life after
death?

The church’s worship services are
at 11 a.m. each week. For more infor-
mation or to receive a “7 Wonders”
booklet, please call (908) 889-1690
or visit www.commonjourney.com.

ornament debut
saturday & sunday, october 2-3

mickey mouse mug 
$2.95 when you buy any 2 

Disney Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments.
Regularly $7.95

© Disney

Show off 3 of your favorite new ornaments.

treasure trees keepsake ornament holder
$4.95 with purchase of 2 Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments. Holder regularly $9.95 
Ornaments sold separately.

Be there when we unveil more than 70 new ornaments!

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer © & ® The Rudolph Co., L.P. “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” animated program ©1964, renewed 1992 Classic Media, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Under license to GT Merchandising & Licensing LLC.
At participating stores while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Not valid on previous purchases. 2004 Hallmark Cards, Inc.

irma’s
only at . . .

39 South Martine Ave., Fanwood • 908-232-4008

Receive a FREE

Yankee Candle Jar

with any

$35 Ornament Purchase
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New Perspective on Grace Spurred
Vast Changes In Western World

By REVEREND PAUL KRITSCH

On Sunday, October 31, you may
see your Redeemer Lutheran neigh-
bors going to church wearing some-
thing red. You might think that Re-
deemer is celebrating Halloween by
all wearing costumes. Although we
like parties just as much as anyone
else in town, Halloween is not the
reason for the red outfits.

On the Lutheran calendar, October
31 is known as Reformation Day. On
that day in 1517, the Roman Catholic
monk and priest Martin Luther nailed
95 Theses to the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg, Germany. He
was asking other church leaders for a
debate. As a doctor of theology and
professor at Wittenberg University,
Luther had discovered some teachings
in the Bible which seemed to be out of
sync with the Roman Church of his day.

Luther was hoping for some conver-
sation leading to a reforming of the
church. Instead, many other events
occurred, including Luther being de-
clared an outlaw. A new church even-
tually resulted. Over his strenuous pro-
tests, the name of “Lutheran” stuck.

First and foremost of all the teach-
ings Luther rediscovered in the Bible
is what we call “grace.” Lutherans
believe that grace is God’s love for us
even though we do not deserve it. It is

a gift, not something we earn. Before
Luther and many other reformers
came along, people generally believed
that God was an angry God who loved
to punish them. The church had rein-
forced that idea by building an elabo-
rate system of good works and indul-
gences whereby people could try to
buy their way into heaven.

The concept of grace not only
turned the church upside down, it
also caused a revolution throughout
Europe. As people heard that God
loved them unconditionally, they felt
free to challenge the caste system,
which had kept most of them from
reaching their full potential. The Ref-
ormation of the Church, coupled with
the Renaissance, awakened the entire
western world to new possibilities.
Learning and exploration of the un-
known became a way of life.

In reference to grace, Luther wrote,
“A good song may well be sung of-
ten.” We Lutherans celebrate it by
“singing” it often, week in and week
out. The color red on Reformation
Day is just one more way for us to
shout “Hallelujah!”

* * * * * * *
For the past 16 years, the Reverend

Kritsch has been Senior Pastor of the
Redeemer Lutheran Church, located at
229 Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

Gospel Quartet to Perform
At Terrill Road Baptist

GIVING GLORY IN SONG…The Blackwood Gospel Quartet, pictured above,
will perform a free concert this Sunday, October 3, at 6 p.m. at the Terrill Road
Baptist Church in Scotch Plains. Members of the group, from left to right, are:
Wayne Little, Mark Blackwood, Dean Haskins and Randy Byrd. All are invited
to attend the performance.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Blackwood Gospel Quartet, which
has given concerts throughout the
United States, will sing on Sunday,
October 3, at 6 p.m. at the Terrill
Road Baptist Church, located at 1340
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

The original Blackwood Brothers

Quartet, the legacy of which is con-
tinued by the Blackwood Gospel
Quartet, was formed in 1934 in Mis-
sissippi. Over the years, the original
group won numerous awards, per-
formed thousands of concerts and
appeared on many television pro-
grams.

Of the current ensemble, baritone
Mark Blackwood has won two
Grammy awards for recordings he
produced for the Blackwood Broth-
ers Quartet. Wayne Little, known for
his wide vocal range, recently per-
formed at the Pentagon. Dean Haskins
is a seasoned vocal and instrumental
arranger, while bass singer Randy
Byrd is the newest addition to the
quartet.

All are invited to attend the con-
cert. There is no charge, but a freewill
offering will be taken. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 322-7151.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT

DIVORCE
The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Palatucci is pleased to announce

that Mario C. Gurrieri, head of its Family Law Department, and April
L. Katz, will present to the public a Free Seminar entitled “Everything
You Need To Know About Divorce” at The Westfield Inn in Westfield
on Thursday, October 7, 2004 and Saturday, October 9, 2004. Mr.
Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over thirty-one
years and Ms. Katz, for over eleven years, will review the law,
explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning
separation, divorce, custody, visitation, alimony, division of assets
and post-divorce Court review of alimony and child support as well
as the new law governing Domestic Partnerships.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding. Divorce Mediation
offers the potential for significant savings while assuring that your
rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay
involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating
divorce, or if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation
or divorce, this Seminar will be of value to you. If you are already
divorced, the Seminar may be of value in explaining post-divorce
rights and obligations of former spouses.

WHERE:
 Westfield Inn

435 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-5600

WHEN:
Thursday, October 7, 2004 from 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 9, 2004 from 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Reservations Required (no names needed)
Call: (908) 272-0200
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BURN YOUR BUNS!
Introducing

Masai Barefoot
Technology

WITHOUT

You Will Get An Amazing Workout Just By Wearing MBT Shoes
*Tones and strengthens your Legs, Buttocks, Abs & Back.

Walking 1 mile in MBT is the equivalent
of walking 3 miles in regular shoes

• Aligns the body into a more relaxed, upright posture
• Relieves muscle tension, back & joint problems
• Tones muscles & may reduce cellulite & varicose veins

Exclusively At:

AS SEEN ON
“GOOD MORNING
AMERICA” & “THE

TODAY SHOW”

Ask About
Roll Jogging



WITH

Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri: 10am-5:30pm • Thurs: 10am-8pm •  Sat: 11am-5pm

Workshop Series to Examine
Teachings About Creation

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Octo-
ber 3, the First Congregational Church
of Westfield, located at 125 Elmer
Street, will begin a three-part series
of workshops exploring religious
teachings about creation and their
impact on societies.

Entitled SPLENDOR, this will be
an interactive, participatory learning
program for adults, which is free and
open to the public. It is designed by
Greenfaith, formerly Partners in En-
vironmental Quality.

SPLENDOR, the program’s acro-
nym, stands for: Spiritual Life, Ethics
and Nature, Deepening Our Rever-
ence. The Reverend Fletcher Harper,
Director of Greenfaith, will be the
facilitator.

Teaching tools will include read-
ing, personal reflection, small-group

discussion and outdoor experience.
No previous environmental or theo-
logical experience is required.

On October 3, the first session will
follow a light lunch in the church’s
Patton auditorium at 11:30 a.m. The
remaining two sessions, which may
be limited in size, will follow supper.
These sessions will be held on
Wednesdays, October 20 and Novem-
ber 17, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. each
time. For planning purposes, inter-
ested persons are asked to call the
church at (908) 233-2494.

Greenfaith will provide all neces-
sary materials. In addition to taking
part in each session, participants agree
to complete a brief written evaluation
of each session, and take part in a 30-
minute in-person evaluation at the
end of the three sessions.

First Baptist to Begin Series
Featuring Beth Moore DVDs
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will present the
lessons of author and speaker Beth
Moore, who is featured on videotape
leading 10 interactive studies on “Be-
lieving God: Experiencing a Fresh
Explosion of Faith.”

These lessons, via DVD, will be
offered from 7 to 9 p.m. on Mon-
days, October 4 through December
6, in the Fellowship Hall of the
First Baptist Church, located at 170

Elm Street.
The sessions will offer interactive

group activities and light refresh-
ments, in addition to the taped study.
Those who wish to may purchase a
member book that guides them
through personal, daily assignments
between group sessions.

The “Believing God” study is open
to both men and women. To register,
please call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Church Singles Group
Lists October Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married persons over age 45
are invited to join their peers at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield on
Sundays at 9 a.m. for coffee, cake and
lively discussions on single living.

Meetings are held in the lower level
meeting room of the church, located
at 170 Elm Street. A $2 donation is
requested and all are welcome. The
group will meet next month on Octo-
ber 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31.

Group members also take part in
winter movie nights, summer picnics
and holiday get-togethers, among
other activities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

Parents and Children Invited
To Share ‘Tales in the Grove’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains will present “Tales in the Grove,”
a story hour for parents and children,
on the first and third Sundays of every
month starting October 3.

Programs will start at 7 p.m. and
last 45 to 60 minutes. “Tales in the
Grove” is currently geared towards
children age two to five, but older or
younger siblings may also attend.
Youngsters may wear their pajamas
and bring a pillow or blanket, snack
and/or beverage if they wish.

Two congregation members – one
reader and one greeter – will run each
story hour. Parents will be asked to
stay during the duration of the ses-
sion to help redirect any “wanderers”
to the story circle.

The Willow Grove Church is lo-
cated at 1961 Raritan Road. For more
information about the church, please
call (908) 232-5678, Monday through
Friday, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com
or visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.
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Visitors Invited Sunday
To Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn

Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open to visitors on Sunday, October
3, from 2 to 4 p.m.

A collection of 16 wedding gowns,
dating from 1815 through 1980, will
be on display at the museum, built
circa 1760. The gowns have been
assembled for exhibition during the
Union County “Four Centuries In a
Weekend” tour, which will be held
October 16 and 17.

Docents will provide tours of the
museum and garden. There is no ad-
mission fee.

Torah Center Plans
Open Sukkah House
WESTFIELD — The Union

County Torah Center will hold an
“Open Sukkah House” on Sunday,
October 3, from 11 a.m. to noon at
418 Central Avenue in Westfield.

Everyone who attends will have a
chance to perform the mitzvah of
shaking the Lulav and Etrog, as well
as the mitzvah of making a special
Sukkah blessing on some cake.

There also will be a Sukkah related
arts and crafts project for children.
There is no charge. For more infor-
mation, please call the Torah Center
at (908) 789-5252.

Arthritis Group Set
For Tuesdays at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield, will offer an Arthritis
Support Group from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
on the first Tuesday of each month
starting October 5.

Endorsed by the Arthritis Founda-
tion, this program will provide infor-
mation and support to people with
arthritis and/or those living with some-
one with arthritis.

The group will be free and open to
the public. For more information, please
call Mary Ann at (908) 966-9344.

Scotch Plains to Hold
Public Lands Cleanup

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains has scheduled
a Public Lands Clean-up Day on
Saturday, October 16, from 9 a.m.
to noon. Neighborhood, family, ser-
vice, school, athletic and social
groups will join together to pick up
litter on public lands throughout the
township. A picnic lunch will be
held after the cleanup at 12 p.m. For
more information, please call the
Department of Public Property at
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 243.

Caregivers to Gather
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – A support group for

those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
October 4, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1867.

Rosary Altar Society
Sets Annual Breakfast
WESTFIELD – The Rosary Altar

Society of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Churches will cel-
ebrate its annual Communion Break-
fast on Sunday, October 10, at The
Westwood, 438 North Avenue in
Garwood.

The breakfast will immediately
follow the 9 a.m. Mass at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church, 315
First Street in Westfield.

Guest speaker Dr. Gregory Yuri
Glazov, Professor of Sacred Scrip-
ture at Seton Hall University, will
discuss “The Hail Mary” and its Old
Testament background. All are wel-
come.

Tickets to the breakfast are $15
each and may be obtained by calling
Rose Aiello at (908) 232-6460.

Parker Gardens to Host
Haunting Harvest Days

SCOTCH PLAINS – Parker Gar-
dens at 1325 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains will hold a “Haunting Harvest
Days” weekend on Saturday and Sun-
day, October 2 and 3, from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. both days. There will be
children’s events, a fall planting semi-
nar and special savings.
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143 -  NJ Lic.#2325
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092 - NJ Lic.#3707

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP • SCOTT D. HARRINGTON, SR.

Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

Eleanor Bellomo

DEATH NOTICE
Marilyn M. Van Sweringen, 80, Known
For Love of Family and Helping Others

DEATH NOTICE
Eleanor Bellomo, 64

Eleanor Bellomo, 64, of Westfield
died on Monday, September 20, at
home surrounded by her family.

A member of the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, she was an avid golfer who
had a passion for travel and spending
time with her grandchildren.

She is survived by her husband,
William, of 44 years; her brother,
Robert Walls; three children and three
grandchildren.

A service was held on Friday, Sep-
tember 24, at the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

September 30, 2004

Marilyn M. Van Sweringen, 80,
died on Saturday, September 18, at
her home in Scotch Plains.

Born in Shaker Heights, Ohio to
James Henry Murphy and Mary
Rebecca Hawkins, she grew up in
Cleveland, Ohio, married and lived in
Westfield, before moving to Scotch
Plains 41 years ago.

Mrs. Van Sweringen received her
bachelor’s degree from Wellesley
College in Wellesley, Mass. and her
master’s degree in Biblical History
from Columbia University in New
York City. She was employed as a
teacher in New Jersey before retiring.

She lovingly raised her family, sup-
porting them in their endeavors as
well as caring for others in need. Mrs.
Van Sweringen tutored needy chil-
dren in Westfield and Elizabeth, and
always thought the best of others. She
was a member of the First Congrega-
tional Church in Westfield, where she

was an active volunteer.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band of 48 years, Raymond A. Van
Sweringen, Jr., who died in 1998 and
was employed by Exxon as a research
engineer for 35 years; her brother,
James Murphy, and her sister, Joanne
Wood.

She is survived by three sons,
Raymond A. Van Sweringen, 3rd of
Annapolis, Md., William H. Van
Sweringen of Houston, Tex. and Scott
K. Van Sweringen of Ann Arbor,
Mich.; two sisters, Rebecca Little and
Ruth Ketchum, and one brother, Tho-
mas Murphy, all of Cleveland, Ohio,
and two grandchildren, James and
Jessica Van Sweringen of Houston,
Tex.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, September 25, at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the United Way of Union
County, 33 West Grand Street, Eliza-
beth 07202.

September 30, 2004

Prayer to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and

martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail.  L.D.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee. Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands
(3X). Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. L.D.

DEATH NOTICE
Walter E. Treut, 88, N.J. Bell Executive;
Coach and Past President of Glee Club

DEATH NOTICE
Sarah E. Kinsley, 91

Sarah “Sally” Ella Brown Kinsley,
91, of Charlotte, N.C. died on Satur-
day, September 18, at the Sardis Oaks
Nursing Home in Charlotte.

Born April 28, 1913 in Newark, she
was a daughter of the late George and
Marion Tilden Brown. She had lived
in Westfield for many years before
moving to Charlotte in 1992.

Mrs. Kinsley was a homemaker
and had also volunteered with Meals-
On-Wheels.

Survivors include her daughter,
Janet E. Tornell of Matthews, N.C.;
her son, Charles William Kinsley of
Parsippany, and five grandchildren,
Tara, Shawn and Sherri Tornell and
David and Daniel Kinsley.

In addition to her parents, Mrs.
Kinsley was preceded in death by her
husband, Garfield McKenzie Kinsley,
a sister and five brothers.

A memorial service to celebrate
her life will be held on Saturday,
October 2, at 1 p.m. at the Parsippany
United Methodist Church, 903 South
Beverwyck Road in Parsippany.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the American
Cancer Society, 500 East Morehead
Street, Charlotte, N.C. 28202.
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Walter E. Treut, 88, of Murrells
Inlet, S.C., a longtime resident of
Westfield, died on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 22, at the NHC Health Care
Center of Murrells Inlet, following a
brief illness.

Born on November 4, 1915 in Phila-
delphia, Pa., he was raised in Ruther-
ford, N.J. He was a 1933 graduate of
Rutherford High School and a 1939
graduate of Duke University with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Elec-
trical Engineering.

He was a Lieutenant in the United
States Navy during World War II,
serving as an aviator in the South
Pacific.

Mr. Treut spent his career in the
Engineering Division of the New Jer-
sey Bell Telephone Company, rising
to the position of Long-Term Plan-
ning Engineer, prior to his retirement
in 1977 after a 36-year career.

Mr. Treut resided with his family in
Westfield from 1950 to 1977. As a
resident of Westfield, he served for

many years as a coach in the Westfield
Boys’ Baseball League. He was also
a member of the Westfield High
School Boosters Association, a mem-
ber of the Westfield Tennis Club, and
a member and Past President of the
Westfield Men’s Glee Club. After re-
tiring to Hatteras, N.C., he moved to
Murrells Inlet in 1988.

Mr. Treut was predeceased by his
wife, Frouwina Tammes Treut, in
1978, and by his friend, Lois
McCloskey, in 1999.

Surviving are sons William, of
Westfield; Robert, of Lebanon, N.J.;
Bruce, of Wellesley, Mass., and Rich-
ard, of Asbury, N.J.; eight grandchil-
dren; and his caregiver for the past
year, Lee Nichols-Hunn, of Myrtle
Beach, S.C.

Funeral ceremonies will be pri-
vate. Donations in his memory may
be made to the Westfield Baseball
League, P.O. Box 156, Westfield, N.J.
07091-0156.
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DEATH NOTICE
Dr. Henry Evans, 89, Was Colonel,
Founding President of Area College

DEATH NOTICE
Matthew D. Chrone, 46

Matthew Douglas Chrone, 46, of
Nokomis, Fla. died on Sunday, Sep-
tember 26, in Venice, Fla.

He was born on February 25, 1958
in Plainfield, and graduated from
Madison High School and Lincoln
Technical Institute in Union. He
moved to Nokomis seven years ago
and was self-employed as a mechanic
and house painter.

Matthew’s personality can be per-
sonified by the words of this song:
“Everywhere you go sunshine follows
you. Everywhere you go the skies are
always blue. Children love you, they
seem to know, you bring roses out of
the snow. The whole world says ‘Hello’
everywhere you go.”

Survivors include his parents, Rae
and Al of Nokomis, Fla.; his two
brothers, David of Phoenix, Ariz. and
Bruce of Sergeantsville; a sister,
Lucinda Arendt of Lombard, Ill.; two
nieces, Lauren of Lawrenceville and
Jessica Arendt of Portland, Ore., and
a nephew, Jon of Virginia Tech, Va.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to First Step of
Sarasota, 1970 Main Street, Sarasota,
Fla. 34236 or Hospice of Southwest
Florida, 5955 Rand Boulevard,
Sarasota, Fla. 34238.
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Louis Vargas, 77, Served in the Navy;
Was Train Conductor For 45 Years

Louis Vargas, 77, of Fanwood died
on Monday, September 27.

Born in New York City, he had
lived there before moving to Fanwood
in 1953.

Mr. Vargas had been employed as a
conductor with the Central Jersey
Railroad, later Conrail and then NJ

Transit, for 45 years before retiring
10 years ago.

He served in the United States Navy
during World War II.

Surviving are his wife, Esther
Splendorio Vargas; three sons, Louis
E. Vargas, Lawrence P. Vargas and
Leonard Vargas; a daughter, Anna L.
Zuccarini, and 11 grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 4 to 6 p.m.
today, Thursday, September 30, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Fanwood
Rescue Squad, 218 Forest Road,
Fanwood 07023.
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Dr. Henry C.J. Evans, 89, of Myrtle
Beach, S.C. died on Friday, Septem-
ber 24, 2004 at his residence.

He was born August 31, 1915 in
Philadelphia, Pa., a son of the late Dr.
J. Lawrence Evans and Mary Helen
McClellan Evans.

Dr. Evans served in the military
before, during and after World War II
and retired from the United States Air
Force Reserves as a Colonel in 1967.

He was a graduate of Staunton
Military Academy in Virginia, re-
ceived his Bachelor of Arts degree
from Syracuse University in New
York, and earned his master’s degree
and Doctorate of Education from
Rutgers University in New Jersey.

Dr. Evans was Associate Director
of Admissions at Rutgers University
for 20 years and then the founding
President of Somerset County Col-
lege, now Raritan Valley Community
College, in New Jersey.

Dr. Evans retired to Myrtle Beach,

S.C. from Westfield, N.J. in 1972. He
was a teacher and Director of Guid-
ance at Coastal Academy, and a mem-
ber of the First Presbyterian Church
of Myrtle Beach, S.C., the Dunes
Golf and Beach Club, and the
Daedalians.

Survivors include his wife, Alice
Scarff Evans; a daughter, Alice M.
Evans of Highlands, N.J.; a son, Peter
Evans, and his wife, Beth, of Hilton
Head, S.C.; three stepdaughters,
Patricia Scarff of Annapolis, Md.,
Holly Baly and her husband, Robert,
of Clark, N.J., and Christine deGroot
and her husband, Robert, of Revere,
Pa.; two grandsons, Captain K.C.
Evans and his wife, Siobhan, and
Andrew Evans of Charleston, S.C.;
five step-grandsons, Thomas
Williamson and his wife, Renee, of
Winchester, Va., David Williamson
and his wife, Lee, of Glen Allen, Va.,
Paul Baly and his wife, Liane, of
Columbia, S.C., Michael Baly of New
York City, N.Y. and Neal deGroot of
Revere, Pa., and five step-great-grand-
children, Breeanne, Kaytee and
Joshua Williamson of Winchester, Va.,
and Michael and Kieffer Williamson
of Glen Allen, Va.

Henry C.J. Evans was predeceased
by his first wife, Evelyn Myers Evans,
and two brothers, Dr. J. Lawrence
Evans and Dr. Robert Evans.

A memorial service was held in
Myrtle Beach, S.C. at the First Pres-
byterian Church. A graveside service
will be held at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield, N.J. at 3 p.m. on Friday,
October 1.

Following the graveside service,
the family will be receiving at the
home of Robert and Holly Baly of
Clark, N.J.

Memorials, if desired, may be made
to the First Presbyterian Church
Building Fund, 1300 North Kings
Highway, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577
or to one’s charity of choice.

Arrangements are by the McMillan-
Small Funeral Home of Myrtle Beach,
S.C.

An online guest book is available at
www.msfh.net.
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Kathleen Nohren, 54, Was Secretary
For Prudential Financial in Newark

Kathleen Nohren, 54, of Fords died
on Wednesday, September 22, at Ha-
ven Hospice in the JFK Medical Cen-
ter in Edison.

Born in Flushing, N.Y., she had
lived in Scotch Plains for nine years
before moving to Fords two years
ago.

Mrs. Nohren was employed as a

secretary with the Mergers and Ac-
quisitions Department of Prudential
Financial in Newark for the past nine
years.

She was a graduate of LaGuardia
Community College in Long Island
City, N.Y.

She was predeceased by a son,
Michael A. Nohren.

Surviving are a daughter, Lisa K.
Nohren; her mother, Mary McMullan
McDonald; two sisters, Roseann
Kenney and Maureen Ficken, and a
brother, Edward McDonald.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, September 25, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Interment followed
at the Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains.

Memorial donations may be made
to Children’s Specialized Hospital,
150 New Providence Road,
Mountainside 07092.
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WNC to Hold Street Fair;
Benefit Basketball Game

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Neighborhood Council (WNC) will
sponsor its Annual Street Fair on the
south side of the Westfield Train Sta-
tion on South Avenue on Saturday,
October 9, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
rain date is the following Saturday,
October 16.

There will be rides and games for
children, along with vendors selling
food and assorted merchandise. Ven-
dor space is still available. For more
information, please call the WNC at
(908) 233-2772.

Additionally, the Hoops for Hope
Benefit Basketball Game between the
WNC Sensations and Plainfield’s
police and fire departments will be
held on Saturday, October 23, at 7
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School
in Westfield.

Tickets for this event are $5 in
advance for adults, $6 at the door and
$3 for children under 12. They may
be purchased by calling the WNC.
Both the street fair and the basketball
game will support programs offered
by the WNC.

Program Slated on Concerns
Of Developmentally Disabled
WESTFIELD — A program ad-

dressing concerns of the developmen-
tally disabled will be held on Thurs-
day, October 13, at 7:30 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

“A Change of Plans: How New
Jersey is Moving Toward Self-Di-
rected Planning” will be presented by
the Somerset-Union Regional Fam-
ily Support Planning Council No. 3.

The program will feature Bill
Gaventa, Associate Professor and
Director of Community and Congre-
gational Supports for the Elizabeth
M. Boggs Center on Developmental
Disabilities, UMDNJ-Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School

Mr. Gaventa will discuss how the
planning process for people with de-
velopmental disabilities is changing
in New Jersey, and illustrate how
“system-centered” planning is being
replaced by “person-centered” plan-
ning.

The focus of the presentation will
be on Essential Lifestyle Planning, a

guided process for determining how
someone wants to live and develop-
ing a plan to make that happen. An
“Open Forum” to discuss concerns
will follow the presentation.

The program is designed for indi-
viduals with developmental disabili-
ties and their family members. There
will be time for Council members to
meet with families concerning their
interactions with the state Division of
Developmental Disabilities and its
service providers.

An additional meeting on this same
topic will be presented at 7:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, October 20, by
Michael Steinbruck, of The Eliza-
beth M. Boggs Center at Arbor Glen
in Bridgewater.

Anyone seeking more information,
interested in attending or in need of a
translator is asked to call Judy
Lescarret at (908) 232-7874.

More Community News

Red Cross to Offer
Babysitter Training

WESTFIELD — The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will host a Babysitter’s
Training course for 11- to 15-year-
olds on being a responsible babysitter.

The course will be offered three
separate times this fall. It will take
place on two Saturdays, October 2
and October 23, from 9 a.m. to 4:15
p.m., and again on Thursday, Novem-
ber 4, from 9:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. All
classes will be held at the Chapter
House, 321 Elm Street in Westfield.

Among the course topics will be
age-appropriate activities; handling
emergencies; keeping everyone safe
inside and outside of the home; how
to make good decisions; basic child
and infant care, and basic first aid.

Space is limited and pre-registra-
tion is required. Each participant will
receive a small first aid kit and a
babysitter’s handbook. Interested in-
dividuals can call the chapter at (908)
232-7090 or e-mail Linda at
johnsonl@crossnet.org.

Welcome Club Slates
October Open House
WESTFIELD - The Westfield Wel-

come Club will hold an Open House
for new and prospective members on
Thursday, October 7, at 8 p.m. at the
home of one of the club’s members.

A not-for-profit organization, the
club offers various activities for women
and their families from Westfield and
surrounding communities including
Clark, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains.

Ongoing club activities include
monthly dinners at local restaurants,
couples’ outings, a book club, movie
night, children’s events and commu-
nity service projects.

Anyone interested in receiving an
invitation to the Open House or in
joining the club may call Lauren at
(908) 301-0819 or Jean at (908) 301-
0495. For more information about the
club, please visit www.westfieldnj.com/
welcome.

Red Cross Chapter
To Hold Blood Drive
WESTFIELD – The Westfield/

Mountainside Chapter of the
American Red Cross will sponsor a
blood drive on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 6, from 3 to 8 p.m. at the Chap-
ter House, located at 321 Elm Street
in Westfield.

Complimentary cholesterol
screenings will be available for all
donors. Walk-ins will be welcome.
All donors must present a signed or
picture form of identification and
know their Social Security num-
ber. Donors should also try to eat a
meal before donating.

For more information, please call
the chapter at (908) 232-7090 or
visit www.westfieldmtside-
redcross.org. Information is also
available by calling (800) NJ-
BLOOD, extension no. 140.
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Longtime ‘Jeopardy’ Champ
Monopolizes Show, Says Pupil

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ken Jennings is a genuine enigma.
His scope of knowledge encompasses
just about everything in the known
world. A category about political as-
sassinations of the 20th century is as
easy for him as one about French food.
He was probably the nerdy kid in high
school who couldn’t score a girl. None
of that matters now.

Haven’t been introduced to Mr.
Jennings yet? He is the reigning cham-
pion on ABC’s “Jeopardy” — a 38-day
victor to be exact. During this impres-
sive run, he has amassed $1,635,061 in
prize money.

Does it really matter that he is slightly
undersized and a software designer?
After all, he has inspired a cult follow-
ing, with his win the night before the
subject of countless discussions around
office water-coolers.

Currently, Mr. Jennings is on a short
hiatus for the Tournament of Champi-
ons, which brings back 15 of the past
year’s five-day champions. He is not
involved in this year’s competition,
but will most definitely be a partici-
pant in next year’s tourney.

However, this prospect raises an in-
teresting question because since Mr.
Jennings’ first show on June 2, there
have been no five-day champs. When
one player dominates half of a season,
at the very least, how many other
champs will there be to compete? It
would be quite a feat for Mr. Jennings
to compete against himself. I believe
that even he would fail at that task.

The time has come for Mr. Jennings
to lose. Although the show’s ratings are
up, it is no longer any fun to watch. He
answers about 90 percent of the ques-
tions, and perhaps answers three or four
incorrectly throughout the entire show.
We know who is going to win and there
are no surprises. Nowadays, viewers

can perhaps guess how much money
Mr. Jennings is going to add to his grand
total, and that’s about it.

I was away for the entire summer and
missed a good deal of his wins. When I
returned home for some old-fashioned
“Jeopardy” viewing, I was astounded at
how different the show was with him
around. It’s a one-man show. There is
no intrigue and no question as to which
contestant will emerge triumphant.

Sure, America is obsessed with win-
ning, but it sort of eats into our souls
when we see somebody who is so obvi-
ously better at something than us. We
(generally) accept that we can’t be
Marion Jones or Tiger Woods, but some-
where deep inside many of us harbor
the idea that we can muster up superior
cerebral prowess and kick brainy butt.

Mr. Jennings puts that silent hope to
sleep when he answers ever question
at the earliest moment, leaving mere
mental giants like myself to grapple
with unsettled issues of inadequacy to
mental superpowers.

I was once a hopeful wannabe “Jeop-
ardy” contestant. I failed to make it past
the opening round of auditions. Per-
haps it is mere jealousy that is causing
me to call for the downfall of Mr.
Jennings. But in one of my lucid, un-
biased moments, I sincerely determined
that it was time for “Jeopardy” to move
on and let Alex Trebek reclaim his
position as quiz show poster boy.

SORTERS AND TESTERS…Student volunteers filled bins with donated eye-
glasses after sorting and testing them. Pictured, left to right, are: Adam Young
and Nipun Kant of Millburn/Short Hills, Lauren Arrigoni of Mountainside, Chris
Sawyer, Peter Nakagami, Kevin Cao, Alex Wang, Mark Bruno, Tommy Bird and
Meng Jiao all of Millburn/Short Hills, and Meghan O’Hearn.

Local Students Volunteer
At New Eyes for the Needy

AREA — Students from local high
schools and middle schools volun-
teered during the summer at New
Eyes for the Needy in Short Hills,
sorting and testing eyeglasses and
performing various office duties.

Caitlin Bludgris and Suzie Morgan
of Westfield and Lauren Arrigone of
Mountainside participated in the pro-
gram.

Over 75 student volunteers partici-
pated in this program resulting in
over 900 volunteer hours. Thirteen
students each contributed over 20
hours, while one student, volunteered
over 70 hours during the course of the
summer. It is through their efforts and
the efforts of our 150 regular adult
volunteers that New Eyes is able to
provide eyeglasses to needy people
both in the United States and in over
22 countries worldwide.

Many of these students will continue

their volunteer efforts throughout the
school year working individually or
through their high school service clubs,
youth groups and church groups.

The New Eyes office is open from
Monday to Thursday until 4 p.m. for
volunteers. The office will also sched-
ule evening and weekend hours to
accommodate clubs, groups and ser-
vice organizations.

For more information, please call
Executive Director Alyce Twomey at
(973) 376-4903.

Community Calendars
Sold by College Club

Long-time advertisers in the calen-
dar for 25 years and counting include
Barry’s Frame Shop, Bartell Farm &
Garden Center, Charles Lecher Inc.,
Cindy Pools, DiFrancesco Realty
(GMAC Real Estate), Family Investors
Co., Fanwood Liquors, Irma’s Hall-
mark, Scotchwood Florist, Tiffany
Natural Pharmacy, Young Paint and
Varnish, and Zmuda Construction Co.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains College
Club is a non-profit organization whose
sole purpose is to provide scholarships
for young women from Fanwood and
Scotch Plains who plan on or are al-
ready pursuing a college degree and are
in need of financial assistance.

For more information regarding the
club or membership details, please
call (908) 233-3829.

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

C O E D  N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N  H O U S E S

October 14 Open House Program November 14 

Coed Nursery & Pre-K Open House 
Thursday, October 14, 2004, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 14 , 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

FANWOOD — The September to
September calendar with day by day
listings of all school (public and paro-
chial) and community activities in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood is now available
courtesy of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
College Club for a donation of $7.

The calendars, which are being sold
at Irma’s Hallmark, John’s Meat
Market, Scotch Hills Pharmacy,
Young’s Paint and Varnish, and at
both local libraries, can also be ob-
tained by calling (908) 889-4105.

The calendar, one of two main
fundraisers by the College Club, pro-
vides useful information for all resi-
dents, particularly families.

One hundred percent of all dona-
tions received from this fundraiser
will go directly toward scholarships.

Brown, Huber Named
Klein Scholars at F&M

SCOTCH PLAINS – Judith
Michelle Brown of Scotch Plains and
Michael Kirk Huber of Westfield,
first-year students at Franklin &
Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa.,
have been named Klein Scholars.

The Klein Scholarship program
recognizes students who have dem-
onstrated excellence in a challenging
high school curriculum and have con-
tributed to their school and commu-
nity in significant and positive ways.

The scholarship is for $5,000 per
year and may be renewed for up to
eight semesters of study.

A 2004 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Judith is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Brown of Scotch Plains.

Michael is a 2004 graduate of
Westfield High School and the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Huber of Westfield.

 
 

WE CARE PET CARE  

 

• Daily Dog walking 

• Pet Sitting 

• Animal CPR/First Aid Certified 

• Insured & Bonded 

• Specializing in puppy care 

• Canine & Avian Specialist 

        (908) 928-1748 
        wecarepetcare@aol.com  

State High School Summit
Attended by SP-F Officials

SCOTCH PLAINS — Six repre-
sentatives of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools spent Sep-
tember 22 to 24 attending the New
Jersey Department of Education’s
summit meeting entitled “Re-invent-
ing New Jersey’s High Schools” in
Piscataway.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood represen-
tatives at the summit included Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Principal Dr. David Heisey,
SPFHS science teacher David Kessel,
SPFHS Parent Teacher Association
President Marianne Devlin, SPFHS
sophomore Lauren Weissbrod and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education member Trip Whitehouse.

These local team members will at-
tend three regional follow-up meet-
ings during the 2004-2005 school year
to discuss with other school teams
their progress and challenges in imple-
menting their school action plans.

School teams from 30 New Jersey
high schools attended the event, which
was planned in cooperation with the
Council of Chief State School Offic-

ers, the United States Department of
Education and the New Jersey Princi-
pals and Supervisors Association.

The summit provided participants
with opportunities to attend lectures
by nationally recognized experts and
to join in work sessions that focused
on effective and promising school
practices, the knowledge and skills
that are essential for success in col-
lege and/or the workplace, and effec-
tive options and opportunities for high
school students that address individual
needs and interests.

Local teams also worked with ex-
pert facilitators to create specific ac-
tion plans for the “re-invention” of
their schools.

WF, SP and FW Students
Enroll at Syracuse Univ.

AREA – Students from Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood were wel-
comed into Syracuse University (SU)
in Syracuse, N.Y. for the 2004-2005
academic year.

Scott Grau of Westfield is enrolled
in SU’s College of Arts and Sciences,
majoring in arts and sciences.

Jared Leung of Westfield is en-
rolled in SU’s L.C. Smith College of
Engineering and Computer Science,
majoring in chemical engineering.

Jason Mesches of Westfield is en-
rolled in SU’s College of Visual and
Performing Arts, majoring in drama.

Sean Perlman of Westfield is en-
rolled in SU’s Martin J. Whitman

School of Management, majoring in
management.

Alex Regenstreich of Westfield is
enrolled in SU’s School of Informa-
tion Studies, majoring in information
management and technology.

Jordan Zakarin of Westfield is en-
rolled in SU’s S.I. Newhouse School
of Public Communications, majoring
in broadcast journalism.

Sara Beckerman of Scotch Plains
is enrolled in SU’s College of Arts
and Sciences, majoring in communi-
cation sciences and disorders.

Rosanna Ryskasen of Scotch Plains
is enrolled in SU’s College of Arts and
Sciences, majoring in pre-medicine.

Matthew Powers of Fanwood is
enrolled in SU’s S.I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications,
majoring in newspaper journalism.

John Stamatis of MS Named
Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

the student view

High school students with a tal-
ent for writing and an interest in
current events impacting educa-
tion and the world around them are
invited to contact the Education
Editor at (908) 232-4407 to discuss
writing for The Student View.

Cop Trot Scheduled
At Deerfield School
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Policeman’s Ath-
letic League (PAL) will host its
Fifth Annual Cop Trot on Satur-
day, October 9, at Deerfield
School in Mountainside.

Registration will begin at 8 a.m.
with the race to start at 9:30 a.m. The
registration fee includes a T-shirt
and computerized scoring results.

Trophies will be presented for
overall best male and female in
all age categories. This year, the
“Tot Trot” for ages six and under
will begin at 8:30 a.m.

Applications are available at the
Mountainside Borough Hall, Rec-
reation Department, Mountainside
Library or by calling the PAL In-
formation Hotline at (908) 232-
2400, extension no. 725.

College Application
Process Explained

On WHS-TV36
WESTFIELD — Westfield

High School (WHS) Guidance
Counselor Judy Glasser hosts an
informative presentation about the
college application process on
Channel 36 from Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5, to Sunday, October 17.

High school students and par-
ents will learn important informa-
tion about application and tran-
script procedures; SAT dates and
deadlines; visits to WHS from col-
lege representatives; College Night;
counselor appointments; financial
aid; brag sheets, questionnaires and
teacher recommendations.

The show can be seen on Tues-
days at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., Thurs-
days at 2 and 10 p.m., Saturdays
at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. and Sundays
at 4 p.m.

Westfield School Board
Sets October 5 Meeting

WESTFIELD — At the October 5
meeting of the Westfield Board of
Education, the agenda will include a
discussion regarding the implications
of the new state tax laws (S-1701) on
the Westfield Public School budget.

The Tuesday evening meeting will
be held in Room 105 at 302 Elm
Street at 8 p.m. A complete agenda
will be available on Monday, Octo-
ber 4, in the Board Secretary’s office
at 302 Elm Street and on
www.westfieldnj.com/schools.

All Board of Education public
meetings are taped. They can be seen
on Channel 36 on Tuesdays at 8 a.m.,
3 and 11 p.m. and Thursdays at 8 a.m.
and 7 p.m.

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP –
Pingry Headmaster John
Neiswender and Upper School Di-

rector Jon Leef have announced that
Mountainside resident John
Stamatis has been named a National
Merit Scholarship Program semifi-
nalist.

A senior, John is now eligible for
the finalist competition and Merit
Scholarships.

Individual students qualify by first
taking the PSAT/NMSQT in their
junior year to reach semifinalist sta-
tus. To reach finalist status, students
must demonstrate very high aca-
demic performance, be recom-
mended by the school principal and
earn SAT scores that confirm the
student’s earlier qualifying test per-
formance.

Semifinalists must submit a de-
tailed scholarship application,
which includes an essay and infor-
mation about participation and lead-
ership in school and community
activities.

Andrew Pidkameny
Attends Hampshire

WESTFIELD – Andrew
Pidkameny of Montville, the son of
Rita Loew and Walter Pidkameny of
Westfield, is attending Hampshire
College in Amherst, Mass. He is a
graduate of Westfield High School.

University Freshmen Aid
Community at Orientation

AREA – First-year students at
Susquehanna University in
Selinsgrove, Pa. joined other pu-
pils, faculty and staff in partici-
pating at volunteer project sites
in Selinsgrove and surrounding
communities on August 28.

Jenna Marionni, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Roland Marionni
of Scotch Plains, and Allyson
Salisbury, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Brian Salisbury of
Scotch Plains, joined Fanwood
resident Courtney Veeck in par-
ticipating. Courtney is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Veeck.

The event, dubbed SU
S.E.R.V.E. (Susquehanna Univer-
sity Students Explore Regional
Volunteer Experiences) is in-
tended to give students the op-
portunities to gain a sense of con-
nectedness to the Susquehanna
community while working with
their peers.
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WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

At the Municipal Building:
Community Room / Conference Room B

The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for
the 2005 baseball season.  Anyone interested in addressing the
board is welcome to attend the meeting or contact the board
directly at westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the
WBL Board of Directors for the 2005 season:

TITLE

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Pony / Mustang League

Major League

International League

Registration

4th Grade

3rd Grade

2nd Grade

1st Grade

Kindergarten

Equipment / Uniforms

Sponsors / Fund Raising

NAME

Frank Fusaro

Gary Fox

Kevin Marino

Jay Anderson

Jim Reardon

Leo White

Phil Russo

Matt Isabella

Andrew Thompson

Ron Greenberg

Leo White

John Monaghan

Al Rabinowitz

Greg Gradel

Steve Macri

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6th - 8:00 PM

LAFORGE COMPLETES 13 OF 20 PASSES FOR 128 YDS

Blue Knights’ Aerial Assault
Levels Raider Gridders, 23-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If Blue Knight receivers Todd
Dorcelus and Gerald Guerrier were
vicious weapons, then sophomore
quarterback Amir Morris was the trig-
ger mechanism that led the 2-1
Irvington High School football team
to a 23-0 victory over visiting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on September 24.

Morris completed 11 of 21 passes
for 298 yards, including touchdown
passes of 23 yards and 58 yards, re-
spectively, to Dorcelus, who finished
with six receptions for 133 yards, and
a 65-yard touchdown pass to Guerrier.
If he could not find a receiver, Morris
kept the Raider defense off-guard by
scrambling 13 times for 70 yards.
The Blue Knights finished with 127

yards on the ground.
“They got some athletes. Dorcelus

is a great player. The quarterback
makes plays,” stated Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “They are a
good football team. We just have to
learn from it and move on.”

Even though, the 2-1 Raiders played
without the services of halfback
Lakiem Lockery, who had been nurs-
ing a knee injury, in the second half,
they managed to chew up 168 yards
on the ground on 32 carries. Lockery
rushed 65 yards on 14 carries in the
first half. Quarterback Dan LaForge

found some success in the air, com-
pleting 13 of 20 passes for 128 yards
but was intercepted twice.

The Blue Knights were in full stride
at the beginning of the game and,
after moving the ball to the Raider 47
on the opening kickoff, they churned
to the 25 on four rushing plays where
Morris wiggled down the left sideline
to what seemed to be a touchdown,
but Irvington was penalized seven
yards because a teammate helped to
push him over the goal line. The
Raider defense held, and the Blue

MACNEIL’S GOAL AFTER CORNER KICK NULLIFIED

Blue Devils, Pioneers Battle
To, 0-0, Tie in Girls Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting the momentum rolling on
their side has been tough for the
Westfield High School soccer girls so
far this season. After three tough losses
to quality teams and a 2-2 tie with
Cranford, the Blue Devils believed
for a moment that they had victory in
hand but had to settle for a 0-0 tie with
4-2-1 Somerville on September 27 in
Westfield.

After a relatively even first half, in
which both teams took four shots on
goal, the Blue Devils turned on the heat,

putting the Pioneers on the defensive.
Midway through the second half, se-
nior midfielder Gio Palatucci sent a
corner kick into the box where senior
Emily MacNeil, who came up from her
sweeper position, headed the ball in for
an apparent score. Unfortunately, a call
of off sides nullified the score.

“In my opinion, it was a goal. The
referee called off sides. He said he
had an angle and he could see it there.
I would like to know how it could
have been off sides when my kids
were surrounded by kids from the
other team. It makes it very difficult.

I asked him for the number of who on
our team was off sides and he could
not give me one,” said a disappointed
Blue Devil Head Coach Katie Egan.
“Emily had a great header. She said,
‘that was my point for the season’.
She’s awesome in the air, but the
referee made the call and there is not
a lot you can do about it.”

MacNeil’s play as sweeper also
stood out well. On numerous occa-
sions, she positioned herself in the
right place to thwart Pioneer penetra-
tion of the box. Additionally, she sent
booming kicks downfield, putting her
team on the offensive.

“The best thing about Emily is that
she is consistent. We can rely on her
back there. She very rarely has an off
day. She is good at playing one-time
balls, which is key back there, espe-
cially since our defense has been shifted
around a lot with injuries,” said Egan.

In the second half, especially after
MacNeil’s nullified goal, the Blue
Devil strikers and midfielders put on
a valiant effort and out-shot the Pio-
neers 6-2. After Palatucci sent a di-
rect kick sailing wide right of the
goal, MacNeil, positioned near
midfield, sent a fine lead to Andrea
Hollander, running down the left side.
Hollander’s shot missed to the right.
Next, Stephanie Bridgman broke
loose down the left side and sent
another shot wide right. Danni Fried,
on a feed from MacNeil, sped down
the left side and sent a left-footed shot
just wide to the left then Aly Ludmer
just missed the final shot on goal in
regulation.

“This team has a lot of talent. I
think what they are lacking right now
is confidence. It’s hard. We have a
very hard schedule and it’s hard to
step up and feel confident about the
way you are playing when your record
isn’t reflecting the talent that you
have. I wish we would have finished
on some more of our chances, but
they dug deep and played from within
today,” commented Egan.
Somerville 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 0 0 0 0 0

MYERS NOTCHES 11 KILLS, 4 BLOCKS

Blue Devil V’Ballers Stop
Lady Raiders, 25-21, 25-17

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unfortunately for the 2-2 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls’ volleyball team
it was the 4-1 Westfield Blue Devils
they were playing and no matter how
great you play, Westfield is always
tough to beat. As it turned out the
Blue Devils won a hard fought two-
game battle, 25-21 and 25-17, on
September 27 in Scotch Plains.

Blue Devil Lizzy Myers was influ-
ential, notching 11 kills, four digs
and four blocks. Kaitlyn Shulman
and Annette Baez each had four kills,
Tara Davis contributed with 13 as-
sists and two aces, and Molly Will-
iams garnered 10 assists.

“We were somewhat slow on our
feet in Game 1 and Scotch Plains took
advantage of that. We were trying to
focus on our serves but several misses
put us behind the eight ball. After a
timeout we made some very good
choices and got our offense sparked
up. In Game 2, we utilized our of-
fense much better, mixed up our hit-
ters and went to our middle where

they were having some trouble cover-
ing. We did not miss any service
placements and our placement was
choice,” Westfield Head Coach
Beverly Torak said.

The Raiders relied offensively on
junior Tri-Captain and outside hitter
Kelli Kaskiw who inflicted three kills,
one service point and had four digs. Tri-
captain Erin Gallagher hammered one
ace, one service point, one block and
four digs. Michelle Swick notched one
ace, two service points and five digs.

“Hit for hit, play for play, we defi-
nitely should of come on top today,”
said Raider Head Coach Natasha
Groetsch. “What we did on our side
of the court in terms of plays we
should of picked up on and too many
net fouls proved costly.”

Westfield ran smoothly and main-
tained the advantage in the first game.
With the score tied, 19-19, Shulman
and Myers took final control for the
25-21 win.

“We started out a little shaky, but
we picked it up and built a five-point

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

VINTAGE CHARM
Cranford . . . Victorian charm and elegance await you in this five bedroom,

two and a half bath residence.  Fabulous woodwork, three fireplaces, cobalt

blue etched windows, high ceilings, French doors, two Sitting Rooms, a grand

staircase in the gracious Center Hallway, and wrap around Porch with gazebo

overlooking the river are just a few among many of this home’s exceptional,

fine details.  Modern updates include a renovated eat-in kitchen, main bath,

and powder room.  Combining classic design features of days gone by with

today’s most sought after amenities, this truly remarkable home offers you

the best of both worlds . . .

You deserve it . . . call now to schedule a private appointment

Or visit my website:

www.NJTopHomes.com for a Virtual Tour and the Property Brochure.

Faith A. Maricic
908-301-2029 (Direct Line)

Visit my Website at: www.NJTopHomes.com

for Virtual Tours and Property Brochures

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield Office          209 Central Avenue          908-233-5555

© 2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark  of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

EASY ELEGANCE
Cranford . . . Move right in!  This adorable four Bedroom home boasts a bright

and airy Family Room Addition featuring a vaulted ceiling, wood burning stove,

skylights, and a French door with Palladian window opening to the deck affording

a view of the private, fenced backyard.  The updated eat-in Kitchen with plenti-

ful maple cabinets, expansive countertops, and newer appliances opens to a first

floor laundry room and convenient Powder Room.  The Living Room is comple-

mented with a brick fireplace and the refinished hardwood floors with inlays,

arched doorways, and chestnut woodwork offer an atmosphere of graciousness

and comfort.  There is still so much more to see . . .

WSF0914 $579,000WSF0883 $859,900

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING THROUGH FOR A BIG GAIN…Raider fullback Anthony Curry, No. 32, breaks into the clear for a sizable
gain against the Irvington Blue Knights. Curry carried seven times for 56 yards.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IS SHE OFF SIDES OR NOT?…When Blue Devil Emily MacNeil headed the ball
into the net for an apparent goal, one of her teammates was ruled off sides by the
referee. Was she?

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE BATTLE…Blue Devil Lizzy Myers’ aggressive defensive and
offensive play stopped the Raiders in two games on September 27 in Scotch Plains.
Meyers notched 11 kills, four digs and four blocks.
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MARTINEZ BANGS TWO RBI; POLITO BECOMES MVP

Westfield Police 1 Men Edge
Elizabeth Fire for UC Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield Police 1 knocked off the
Elizabeth Police 3, 7-5, to reach the
Union County Police Softball League
finals, then asserted its defensive
authority to edge the Elizabeth Fire
Department, 3-2, to seize the title at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Sep-
tember 22. The last time Westfield
Police 1 won the title was in 1986.

“Westfield PD I proved they were
the hottest at the end and they de-
served to win it,” said Commissioner
Vito Tropeano who presented
Westfield with the championship tro-
phy and a cash reward.

The MVP trophy went to Chris
Polito for his outstanding defensive
play. “It feels great! It’s been a long
time coming,” said Polito. “The guys
played great. It was a real battle.
Where do you get a slow pitch soft-
ball game where you get a 3-2 score?
It was all about defense. The MVP is
nice but it really belongs to the team,
not to one person.”

Both teams demonstrated an in-
creased level of defensive play. Polito
made six excellent plays at short,
including a miraculous putout in the
seventh. Leftfielder Frank Padovano
was smooth and third baseman Jeff
Johnson made two fine run-prevent-
ing catches. Right fielder Mike
Smalls made three fine rifle throws.

“I’m speechless. Today we hit me-
diocre, but our defense came out and
played their hearts out, as did Eliza-
beth,” said team captain Padovano.
“Polito is an integral part of this
team. Without him, it just doesn’t
happen. He sets the defense and he
sets the mood. We had a couple of
errors and they happen in a game.
You have to have faith and it went
our way. It was all about who wanted
it more and we took it, but our hats
off to the Elizabeth Fire department.
They’re a great team.”

Mound ace Steve ‘Voom’ Peterpaul
limited 17-3 Elizabeth to just four
hits. “Our defense could not have
played any better,” said Elizabeth
Fire team captain Brian McGovern.
“When you give up just three runs,
you have to win. Basically our

strength is hitting and running and
usually we beat people pretty good,
but we just didn’t get enough hits
together to score runs.”

Elizabeth took a 1-0 lead in the
bottom of the first. McGovern drilled
a double then was granted home when
the relay sailed out of play. Westfield
tied it in the second. Dave Wayman
jolted a triple and scored on Dave
Martinez’s single.

The Firemen took a 2-1 lead in the
fourth when Rich Chaparro was
awarded first on a miscue and scored
when John Gnaldi burned a double
to center. In the sixth, Johnson
slapped a single, sprinted to third on
Smalls’ single and scored on Ed
Belford’s single.

In the seventh, Wayman banged a
single up the middle and Martinez
lifted a long RBI sac fly to right to
give Westfield Blue a 3-2 lead. In the
bottom of the seventh, Peterpaul sat
down the first fireman with a snappy
play to Wayman at first. Chappanato

doubled to left. John Galdi whacked
a long ball to right where Smalls
made a spectacular running play then
relayed to Polito to hold the runner
at third. Polito then made the defen-
sive play of the year by snagging the
third out.

“I looked out to the leftfield and
saw Padovano running in, so I said to
myself, ‘there’s no way he’s catch-
ing that one.’ I just turned around
and ran. All I saw was lights and I
wound up catching sight of the ball
just before it dropped.”

“The way it turned out the best
two teams played and it showed,”
added Jim McCullough. “For us, it
was a combination of the older guys
really playing well and the younger
guys playing strong all year. Chief
Tracey told us before the game, ‘You
can win this if you play good de-
fense,’ and that was the key to the
game.
Westfield 010 001 1 3
Elizabeth 100 100 0 2

Making Your Biggest Investment . . .

Your Best!

Betty Lynch

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

Broker / Sales Associate

For Immediate Reply,
908-419-5141 (cell)

bettlync@att.net
Office: 908-233-5555

Over 25 Years Experience
Knowledge of Market Area
Integrity & Personalized Service
Expert Marketing (home staging, extensive
internet exposure, virtual tours, and
professional brochures)
Seasoned Professional With Outstanding
Negotiating Skills, Whether You’re
BUYING or SELLING
Full-Time, Licensed Assistant to Help
Handle Transaction Details
Committed to Customer Satisfaction,
Listening to Your Needs & Expectations
Specializing in Union & Somerset
Counties

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award - Gold
1986,87 1998-2002

Lifetime Member NJAR Distinguished Sales Club
International President’s Elite

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of
Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned and operated by NRT, Inc.

Betty Lynch

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Kay Gragnano
908-301-2036: Office Direct

908-233-7922: Fax

These two traditional style Colonial Victorian homes will be located in

Westfield’s Washington School area. Offering elegant two-story entry

foyers, formal dining rooms, living rooms and large family rooms with

fireplaces. The gourment kitchens are highlighted by wood raised panel

cabinetry, granite counter tops and breakfast area with French doors.

The second floor boasts master bedrooms with fireplaces, walk-in

closets, Kohler whirlpool tubs, stall showers and double vanities. There

are three additionqal large bedrooms with main baths. A truly conve-

nient scond floor features laundry rooms and access to walk-up attics

completes the picture.

$989,000

$999,000

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
U. C. POLICE SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPS…Westfield Police 1 recently
won the Union County Police Softball League Championship. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Jim McCullough, Frank Padovano, Chris Polito, Mike
Smalls and Ed Belford; second row, Dave Wayman, Joe Czarnecki, Dave Martinez,
Steve “Voom” Peterpaul, Jeff Johnson and Nick Norton. Not shown: Barney
Tracey, Pat Brady and Paul Ferry.

Senior Gents Bomb Chrone’s Kids
At Annual Mountainside Event

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the all-for-fun event and for the
first time in the six years of the
Chrone’s Oldtimers Softball game in
Mountainside, the Senior Gents pre-
vailed over Chrone’s Kids last Satur-
day by a crushing score of 15-7.

Team captain for the Gents, Will
Costine said, “We were undermanned
but had more desire than the Kids,
who were 8-6 during regular season
play. Now, they’re 8-7.”

General Manager for the Gents,
John Bradley said, “We pulled out all
the stops this year to end the slide.
The Gillespie brothers were brought
back, with Mike traveling all the way
from Pennsylvania.”

Chief Scout Neil Boyle for the
Gents was able to complete the roster
at the last minute by drafting Leader/
Times sports editor, Dave Corbin to
take up space at second base.

Neil Bradley’s Kids jumped to an
early 4-2 lead, with a potential rout
underway. But complacency seemed
to have set in as could be noted by the
play of Doug Heintz at third base and
Tom Perotta in right centerfield. Shawn
Smith in leftfield stopped running af-
ter pop flies, as if to taunt the Gents.

The tables started to turn mid-game

as the hot bats of the Gents, including
those of Nick Archambault, Corbin,
Ray Hirtt, Mike Sheenan, Bob Gyer
and the Gillespie brothers catapulted
the seniors into an 8-7 lead.

Mike Chrone didn’t help the Gents
much at the plate, but while he was
swatting bees off of dandelions in right
field, a sharply hit liner slammed for-
tuitously into his glove, ending a bases
loaded comeback rally by the Kids.

Dave Augenstein and Drew Koski
of the Kids noted that that might have
been the turning point of the game.
Dan Cogan, Kevin Graney and Perrotta
had rapped the ball pretty hard to load
the bases. “We had the Gents reeling
up until that point,” they said.

Late in the game in attempt to save
face, Neal Bradley pulled starting
and losing pitcher, Cogan. But this
was to no avail as relief pitcher Heintz
was shelled for seven more runs in the
final two innings to wrap up the con-
test for the Senior Gents.

The game was suspended after
seven innings due to the “mercy rule”
and because the hamburgers were
done on the grill.

Aideen O’Keefe, as traveling secre-
tary for the event, staved off potential
controversy when she noted that score-
keeper Kerry Mooney only had the

score 14-7, missing a score for the
Gents. The oldest representative of the
league and now a spectator, Joe “the
fireman” Yaworski said, “Correcting
the score was the right thing to do. We
seniors need all the help we can get.”

He went on to say that while grow-
ing up as a kid in Curwensville, PA, “I
don’t recall anything happening like
that with the score, but I’m not sure
we had pencils back then, either.”

Umpire Walter Betyeman good-
naturedly remarked, “It is absolutely
false that money exchanged hands
from Gents Manager John Bradley to
me prior to the start of the game. I
have been associated with this fine
group since 1959 after serving in the
navy, then spent 19 years on the po-
lice force in Mountainside and nine
years with Prosecutor John Stamler
in the county. I won’t have my repu-
tation tarnished by such unsubstanti-
ated allegations.”

Spectators and the players raised
five hundred dollars as a charity do-
nation to the Center For Hope Hos-
pice in Scotch Plains.

Organizer for the event, Neal Bra-
dley beamed that, “no one got hurt
except for a few aches and pains. It
was a wonderful afternoon and great
to see everyone together. We’re look-
ing forward to next year.”

Viking Gymnasts Start Well,
Top Columbia , 95.5-65.9

The Union Catholic High School
gymnastics team easily handled Co-
lumbia, 95.5-65.9, in its season opener
in Scotch Plains on September 21.
Viking Alyssa Lewandowski took top
honors with an all-around score of
33.35 and teammate Kristy
Napolitano placed second with an
all-around score of 31.9.

Lewandowski and Napolitano took
1-2 in the vault with respective marks
of 8.4 and 8.15 while Cougar Courtney
Meola took third with a total of 7.9.
Vikings Monica Opilac and Sarah
McDermott had respective marks of
7.3 and 7.15 in the event.

Lewandowski and Jessica Snell
took 1-2 on the uneven bars with
respective scores of 8.15 and 7.85
while Cougar Beth Rigassio took third
at 7.8. Napolitano had a 7.2 and Mary
Bricki had a 6.85 in the event.

The Vikings swept the balance
beam when Lewandowski scored an
8.55, Napolitano had an 8.5 and Bricki
had a 7.6. Ebony Jones scored a 7.45.

On floor exercises, Lewandowski
again took top honors with an 8.25
and Napolitano took second with an
8.25. Cougar Courtney Hazelwood
placed third with a 7.65. Viking Jes-
sica Bonafide had a score of 7.5.

See More Chrone’s
Oldtimers Softball

Pictures on Page 15

OPEN HOUSE: 10/3, 1-4 PM  97 Tillotson Rd, Fanwood     Charming,
impeccable home on wooded .5 acre.  3 BED, 2 1/2 Bth.  New spacious
KIT w/granite cntrs & eating area.  New main BTH.  LR w/frplc, Formal
DR, Family Rm w/ vault ceil & skylts.  Refinished floors, crown molding,
CAC, new Rec Rm, windows, deck & landscaping.  2 Car garage.  Walk
to Twn, Trans & Library.  $550,000 WSF0837

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002-2003

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

OPEN HOUSE: 10/3, 1-4 PM  185 Chipmunk Hill, Mountainside
Very spacious custom home on over 1/2 acre of wooded property in
private setting.  4 bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths, living room w/cathedral ceiling,
dining room, kitchen w/ eating area, large family room & rec room w/
marble fireplace; Hardwood floors, CAC, 2 car garage.  Walk to NYC
bus.  $599,000 WSF0812

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
has the capability to make large color
posters (24x18 and smaller) of sports
photos, or any photos you may wish to
have reproduced. Prices are reasonable.
Call David Corbin at (908) 232-4407 or
e-mail Dave for information at
dcorbin@goleader.com.

WESTFIELD . . . Beautiful, well maintained Split Level home located
on a large corner property in Westfield’s tree-lined Draper Estates
section.  Three bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, eat-in kitchen, central air,
hardwood floors under carpet, attached garage & much more.  New
sliders lead to both patio & deck overlooking a well kept, landscaped
backyard.  A great home for both comfort & entertaining.  Move in
condition.  Central Ave. to Roger, lt on Grandview to Welch Way
#255   $549,000 (052009848)

weichert.com

Open House: Sunday, October 3  1-5 PM

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Timothy in,
and he’ll bring results!

Timothy O’Shea

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHRONE’S SOFTBALL OLDTIMERS MEET THE PRESENT…The Sixth Annual Chrone’s Tavern (Mountainside)
Oldtimers Softball Charity game was a big success. The Oldtimers won for the first time, 15-7, but everybody won when they
chomped into those great hamburgers.
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Blue Knights’ Aerial Assault
Levels Raider Gridders, 23-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CONHEENEY NOTCHES FIVE KILLS

Viking V’ballers Stagger
Crusaders, 25-11, 25-10 Knights had to settle for a 24-yard

field goal by Osvaldo Berjulet with
8:00 left in the first quarter.

The Raiders answered with a 57-
yard march but ran out of steam on
the Irvington 13. Despite some pen-
alties, the Blue Knights took the ball
to the Raider 15 before turning the
ball over on downs. Guerrier, who
finished with four receptions for 161
yards, had receptions of 29 and 38
yards on that series.

The Raiders’ best scoring chance
came on the next series when they
marched to the Irvington 24 and
LaForge put a pass right in the hands
of a wide open receiver, only to see
the ball drop to the ground. The Raid-
ers then fumbled the ball away to
Irvington on the next play.

With less than 30 seconds remain-
ing in the half, the Raiders had posses-
sion and could have walked into the
locker room down only 3-0, but a
decision to pass resulted in the first of
two interceptions by Ahmad Hamilton,
placing the ball on the Raider 23 where
Morris floated a touchdown pass into
the awaiting hands of Dorcelus in the
right corner of the end zone, making
the score 10-0.

“I took a chance. I apologized to
the team,” commented Ciccotelli. “I
thought it was a terrible call. I thought

we had to take some chances because
we would have problems stopping
their offense.”

After a scoreless third quarter,
Morris found Dorcelus for a 58-yard
touchdown with 5:59 remaining. The
Raiders marched to the Irvington 35
where Guerrier delivered a vicious
sack of LaForge, then recovered the
resulting fumble. On the first play
from scrimmage, Morris passed into
the left flat to Guerrier who shook
several tackles and sped 65 yards for
the final touchdown.

“Our kids played hard,” said
Ciccotelli. “Offensively, I thought we
did some nice things. We got to go
one game at a time and try to get
better. We have to go back, look at the
film and make corrections.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   0   0 0
Irvington   3   7   0 13 23

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Aggressive serving and getting the
ball in were the two key ingredients
to victory. A very disciplined, 5-0
Union Catholic High School girls
volleyball team had the rhythm and
intensity to defeat Arthur L. Johnson,
25-11, 25-10, in Scotch Plains on
September 23.

Senior Megan Conheeney played a
pivotal role by leading the Vikings
with five kills, four digs, six assists
and one ace. Louise Gonzalez accu-
mulated 12 assists and recorded three
aces and junior Courtney Harris
notched three kills and served up two
aces.

“This is a team in progress. I like
the way they pass and serve, but I’m
still looking for that one go to hitter,
someone who’s going to light it up,
the one kid that can be like absolute
money in the bank and I believe we’re
getting there,” said Viking Head
Coach Nancy Saggio. “It was a strong
serving day and I liked the way the
ball is getting distributed to all five
hitters. They’re improving every time
we go out and play.”

In Game 1, the aggressive Vikings
jumped out quickly and rocked the
defensive Crusaders into submission
when Conheeney, Gonzalez, Harris,
Paige Rusnock and Joanne Schurtz
combined to move the ball around and
ultimately turned it into thunderous
kills. Schurtz added the finishing touch.

“When they served up, we took
what they gave us and turned into
some awesome stuff. We have five

hitters that are calling for the ball and
our setter is going to set up every-
thing to one of them. Just doing that
makes it really difficult to defend
against and to move around in transi-
tion,” said Conheeney. “We’re a very
fundamental team that is very deep
with a lot of fine chemistry. Every-
one is out there to pick each other up
if something goes wrong. It’s been a
good start but we’re still trying to
come together as a team, so there are
some things that we need to work on
as every team out there does. It’s just
such a team thing, it’s a great time
and it’s just so much of a fun time.”

In Game 2, the Vikings connected
on all cylinders, with the passing,
setting and hitting all top notch. Hold-
ing a commanding 17-10 lead, coach
Saggio summoned her second unit
into battle. Liz Douress, Marissa
Mavroudas, Christina Hinkle, Angela
Marie Homs, Angela Belotta, Shan-
non Curry and Hadja Fadiga com-
bined and delivered the decisive blow.

“When we entered our second
team, I was kind of surprised that
they were able to do that,” added
Saggio. “That little sophomore,
Douress, she just went out and served
out the match. And, when that hap-
pens, you can sub freely and feel
comfortable about it.”

“As a team captain, I try my hard-
est to keep the team together as one
unit and be the happy one that dis-
tributes good energy around,” added
Gonzalez. “When we play tough all
at the same time that’s when the club
really clicks.”

KAMINSKI SCORES, CHAPLA ASSISTS

Lady Soccer Vikings Top
Linden Lady Tigers, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One precision corner kick from
senior Danielle Chapla into forward
Lara Kaminski was all that was needed
for the Union Catholic High School
girls soccer team to top Linden, 1-0,
in Scotch Plains on September 22.
Kaminski penetrated the box in the
10th minute, found Chapla’s corner
kick right on the money and ripped it
into the upper center of the net.

The score was not indicative of the
dominance that the 5-0 Vikings had
over the 2-3 Tigers. The Vikings over-
whelmed Linden, 16-5, in realistic shots
on goal, although the Vikings took sev-
eral additional shots in the vicinity of
the Tigers’ goal. Both teams took six
corner kicks. What kept the score from
getting out of hand, however, was Tiger
goalkeeper Ann Mularz, who made
brilliant decisions with her 16 saves.

“Offensively, we had our chances,
but they have a very good goalie,”
Viking Head Coach Jim Revel pointed
out. “She made some saves that the
normal kid is not going to be able to
make. Linden is not the kind of team
that you come in and steamroll, six,
seven nothing.”

The Tiger offense also had its mo-
ments with two direct kicks and three
vicious shots that were thwarted by
Viking sophomore keeper Katie
Piotrowski who made five saves.

In the first four minutes of the game,
the Vikings seemed impatient and
were launching their shots from too
far a distance. After some strong ad-
vice, they became more patient and

put Mularz to task. A few minutes
after Kaminski’s score, Chapla
hooked in another corner kick to
Kaminski, who drilled a shot off the
crossbar. When making a throw in,
forward Amanda Pitts looked either
for Kaminski, Jen Seniscyn or Chapla.

“Lara and Danielle are the two best
we have on corners. They have a great
knack of dropping the ball right in the
middle. Whichever one is not taking
the ball in the corner normally winds
up with the ball on their foot. In this
case, Lara got a great shot off and that
was the difference in the game,” said
Revel who added, “I thought we
played well on both ends. Michelle
Simpson (filling in for an injured
starter since the season’s first game)
played outstanding. It’s still early in
the season. Our younger girls are
starting to contribute more.
Linden 0 0 0
Union Catholic 1 0 1

County High School
Football Results:

Cranford 48, Shabazz 6
Jamar Ingram had a one-yard TD

run and two four-yard TD runs in the
second half and Chris Brown had a
13-yard TD reception and a 21-yard
TD run for the 2-1 Cougars.
Shabazz   0   6   0   0 6
Cranford   7 13 14 14 48

Union 58, East Side 0
William Curry had four TD runs,

including a 70-yard breakaway.
East Side   0   0   0   0 0
Union (2-1) 23 14   7 14 58

High School Boys
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 21:
Union Catholic 9, Technology 0

Mike Seamon notched three goals
and three assists for the 3-0 Vikings
and Daniel Rodrigues netted a goal
and two assists.
Governor Livingston 0, Roselle
Catholic 0

Anthony Abitante made 11 saves
for the 2-1-1 Highlanders.

SEPTEMBER 22:
Westfield 1, St. Peter’s Prep 1

Senior Brady Lau scored a goal with
15 minutes remaining for 0-3-2
Westfield. Jeff Greenlaw made 14 saves.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 2, Ridge 0

Freshman Jarek Cohen and junior
Sean Young netted goals for the 3-2
Raiders. Brian Meredith made two
saves.
Linden 7, Bayonne 1

Richardson Thomas had three goals
and an assist and Tim DosSantos had
two goals and an assist for the No. 19
Tigers.

SEPTEMBER 23:
Union Catholic 2, Dayton 0

Matt Cunha had a goal and an assist
and Mike Seamon netted a goal for
the 4-0 Vikings. Chris Varga made
nine saves.

SEPTEMBER 24:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 1, Vernon 0

Sean Young scored on a feed from
Casey Hoynes-O’Connor and Brian
Meredith picked up his fourth save of
the season.

SEPTEMBER 27:
Morris Catholic 5, Westfield 0

Jeff Greenlaw made 16 saves for 0-
4-2 Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Stop
Raider V’ballers

lead,” said Raider Kaskiw. “Westfield
took a well used time and that really
brought our game down. We know
we’re better than that. We definitely
gave the games away.”

As a freshman on the varsity team,
Kaskiw has been our best player,” added
Groetsch. “She leads by example. I
could designate my setters to only set to
her and she’ll turn the game for us, so
she’s the one we really rely on.”

The Raiders did not feel intimi-
dated in Game 2 and felt more com-
fortable en route to a 14-12 lead, but
the Blue Devils with crisp passing
and tough serves overcame the deficit
and breezed to victory.

“We used this game to work on a lot
of our plays because in former years
the Raiders were not that good,” said
Myers. “This year, they improved a
lot. In Game 1, we held them pretty
well, lost a little, but we took them
back. In Game 2, they took some
points on us, but using all of the
hitters that we could, we were able to
put them away.”

WESTFIELD                  $875,000

Impeccable Colonial home on a quiet street sheltered by a bower of towering trees.  7 rooms, 3 bedrooms,
1 full and 1 hafl bath with potential for 4th bedrooom expansion in attic.  Highlights of this wonderful
home include newer eat-in kitchen, formal dining room, living room w/woodburning fireplace, hardwood
floors, natural wood trim around windows & doors, two car detached garage & much more.  A lovely
home close to town, transportation & schools.  Dir: East Broad to N. Chestnut rt on Oak Ave.  #770
(05200NEW)

SCOTCH PLAINS                                                                                           $419,000
Sparkling 7 room Grade Entry Split Level in most desirable Maple Hill Farms.  Quality upgrades and
amenities include oak flooring & railings, central air, updated kitchen and baths, formal dining room,
fresh decor throughout and so much more.  House overlooks scenic Brookside Wildlife Preserve.  Just
minutes to NY transportation, schools & shops.  Dir: Hetfield Ave to Elizabeth Ave #2303 (052009855)

WESTFIELD                    $569,900

Lovely home in the Indian Forest section of town.  This charming home boasts four bedrooms, two and
one half beautifully updated baths.  Spacious living room with vaulted ceiling and woodburning
fireplace.  Formal dining room, updated kitchen and stunning family room.  Tranquil setting on over 1/3
acre.  A great place to call home.  Dir: Lawrence Ave. to corner of Roanoke #301 (052009832)

MOUNTAINSIDE                       $549,000
Classic Brick Ranch - Three bedrooms, two full baths.  Eat-In Kitchen, formal dining room.  Fireplace in
living room.  Hardwood floors.  Enjoy the all weather Florida room with built in barbeque.  1st Floor
Laundry, extra large three car garage.  Family room and office in finished basement.  Central Air & two zone
heating.  Dir: 22 W to New Providence Rd rt on Wood Valley rt on Old Tate to Poplar #1287   (052009626)

Open House: Sunday 10/3, 1-5 PM

Open House: Sunday 10/3, 1-5 PM“Just Listed” Open House Sunday 10/3 - 1-5 PM

Open House: Sunday 10/3, 1-5 PM

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RIPPING IN THE WINNING GOAL…Viking Lara Kaminski, No. 23, ripped in
the only goal of the game after a corner kick from Danielle Chapla.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AWESOME STUFF…Viking junior Courtney Harris, No. 20 slams home a point
for the Vikings. Harris lit up the court by notching three kills and two aces as UC
defeated A.L. Johnson in two games.
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“SPARKY” SECOND PLACE FINISH…The Scotch Plains Fanwood U14 Sparx
placed second in the Bridgewater Kickoff Classic, losing only, 2-0, to the Montclair
Aristocats, considered the number one team in this age group in the state. The
Sparx started the tournament with a decisive 3-0 shutout over the Westfield based
CWS Stars. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Allison Beeman, Gina Egidio,
Natalie Morrison, Jaclyn Law, Jennie Altman and Margauex Headley; middle
row, Gabriella Pinho, Kim Shelus, Brittney Veeck, Allison Goldberg and Kelly
Prendergast; back row, Catherine Maguire, Gabrielle Clarke, Katie Cornacchia,
Sheryl Markovits, Erika White and coach Eric Ruano.

SPF PAL ‘A’ Raiders Crack
Millburn Grid Kids, 13-6

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS…The Scotch Plains Fanwood U13 Rebels took first
place in the Readington Soccerfest Tournament, beating the Branchburg Tigers,
Greater Flemington Fire, and the Montville Mavricks all by shutouts. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Devon Daly and Michelle Goldberg; middle row,
Morgan Puleo, Jennifer Kickenweitz, Morgan Burke, Kim Many, Taylor Guiffre,
Lyndsey Douglas and Kathryn Dinizo; top row, Coach Lisa Ciatto, Cassie Zito,
Alanna Salituro, Nicole Vacca, Jessica Schroder, Julia Ross, Allison Prestridge,
Sarah Canfield, Sarah Hoffman and Coach Sal Ciatto.

On September 26, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PAL “A” football
team defeated Millburn, 13-6, at Perry
Tyson field in Scotch Plains to im-
prove to 2-1.

Millburn quickly moved down the
field and scored on a 30-yard pass
play. Scotch Plains responded on the
next series with a 15-play scoring
drive that was culminated by a three-
yard rushing TD by Andrew Brockel.

Millburn put on offensive pressure
in the third quarter but the SPF sec-
ondary led by Brandon Boyd, Darrel
Linton, Mike Troutman and Mike
Ferrara withstood the passing attack,
which totaled 150 yards in the game.

Late in the fourth quarter, the Raid-
ers started a drive on their own 42-
yard line. Center Mark Renfree,
guards Brandon Harris and Jonathan
Bailey, tackles Sean Pearson and Joe
Ellis, and tight ends Robert Desiato
and Chris Santangello dominated the
line of scrimmage as the Raiders ran
the ball 10 straight plays and scored
on a six-yard run by Brockel who also
scored the PAT to make the score 13-
6.

Millburn got the ball with a minute
left and marched into Raider territory
before Darrel Linton intercepted a
pass and ran returned it 75 yards to
the Millburn five as time expired.

The Outsiders Bomb Bombers
To Claim JCC Softball Crown

The Outsiders got the inside track
and bombarded the Bombers, 14-10,
for the JCC Softball League title.
After losing the last two years in the
finals, The Outsiders finally had a
chance to celebrate.

The Bombers took a 2-0 lead in the
first inning, but Peter Byers belted a
solo home run, Donnie Dayon drilled
a double and great base running tied
it up. In the third inning, Outsider
captain David Goldner bashed a two
out, two-run single and then scored
on Larry Golands’ single to give The
Outsiders a 5-2 lead.

The Bombers tacked on runs in the
third and fourth innings to overtake
the lead, 9-5, and to give The Outsid-
ers a feeling that they may be on the

outside once again.
The Outsiders, however, turned the

game around in the fifth with a seven-
run eruption and never needed to
look back. Dayon, David Roth, Bill
Early, Sid Bakst, Jeff Balish, Craig
Weinstein and Mitch Malzberg had
successive hits to tally four runs and
Mark Rosenberg put icing on the
cake of victory an awe inspiring two-
run single.

Goland pitched a great game and
received the JCC Softball Champi-
onship Game MVP award.

Local High School Girls
Varsity Tennis Results:
SEPTEMBER 21:

Westfield 5, Linden 0
First singles: Nikki Reich d. Felize Trinh,
7-5, 7-5
Second singles: Michelle Morawski d.
Jona Hatulan, 6-1, 6-2
Third singles: Lisa Aliche d. Micah
Hatulan, 7-5, 7-5
First doubles: Lane Maloney and Jes-
sica Bender d. Jesse Tylutki and Nkechi
Ujogi, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Kim Morawski and
Rachel Louie d. Krystle Williams and
Monika Pomczyk, 6-0, 6-0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3,
Bridgewater-Raritan 2
First singles: Patricia Pryzstasz (B) d.
Carly Hines, 6-1, 6-2
Second singles: Shannon Gomes (S) d.
Tiffany Chu, 7-6 (7-3), 6-2
Third singles: Joanna Rosenberg (S) d.
Stacey Ng, 6-4, 6-4
First doubles: Kim Regan and Ila Illario
(B) d. Lisa Katz and Cara Hurley, 6-1, 6-4
Second doubles: Karina Gotliboym and
Courtney Burke (S) d. Krissy Lime and
Jamie Richardson, 6-3, 6-4

SEPTEMBER 22:
Westfield 4, Bridgewater-Raritan 1
First singles: Nikki Reich (W) d. Patricia
Przystasz, 7-6, 4-6, 6-3
Second singles: Tiffany Chu (B) d.
Michelle Morawski, 7-5, 7-5
Third singles: Lindsay Goldberg (W) d.
Stacey Ng, 6-1, 7-5
First doubles: Jessica Bender and Lane
Maloney (W) d. Kim Regan and Ila Illario,
6-1, 6-3
Second doubles: Kim Morawski and
Rachel Louie (W) d. Krissy Lime and
Jamie Richardson, 6-2, 6-2

SEPTEMBER 23:
Union Catholic 5, St. Mary’s 0
First singles: Alexis Deodousis d.
Lillana Sousa, 6-4, 6-1
Second singles: Caitlin Maher d. Domi-
nique Wallace, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Amanda Bieka d. Crystal
Rocco, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Ashley Meyn and Mel-
issa Cortez d. Samantha Rocco and
Jennifer Spicer, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Melissa Malapit and
Erin Hughes d. Vanessa Nunez and
Dianna Harrington, 6-0, 6-1

Governor Livingston 5, Mt. St. Mary 0
First singles: Katie Tierney d. Chris
Cholankeril, 6-1, 6-3
Second singles: Paige Geiger d. Marion

Caram, 6-4, 6-0
Third singles: Jess Baroff d. Courtney
Lynch, 6-1, 6-4
First doubles: Jean Namkung and Tina
Crow d. Laura Mann and Hyacinth
Dyogi, 6-3, 7-5
Second doubles: Aileen Gutch and Jen
Berntson d. Stephanie Callahan and
Kristina Russo, 6-0, 6-1

SEPTEMBER 24:
Westfield 5, Cranford 0
First singles: Nikki Reich d. Chrissy
Oltmann, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Michelle Morawski d.
Mary Brown, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Lindsay Goldberg d.
Huang Storti, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Lane Maloney and Jes-
sica Bender d. Kim Ulaky and Kim
Colello, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Rachel Louie and Kim
Morawski d. Kathleen Struthers and
Megan Kuhn, 6-1, 6-0

Scotc h Plains-Fanwood 3, Linden 2
First singles: Felice Trinh (L) d. Carly
Heinz, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Shannon Gomes (S) d.
Jona Hatulan, 7-5, 6-4
Third singles: Micah Hatulan (L) d.
Joanna Rosenberg, 6-2, 6-4
First doubles: Cara Hurley and Lisa
Katz (S) d. Jesse Tylutki and Nkechi
Ugoji, 6-2, 6-0
Second doubles: Karina Gotliboym and
Courtney Burke (S) d. Monika Tomcyzk
and Krystle Williams, 6-0, 6-0

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Joint Commission on Accreditation

of Healthcare Organizations will conduct
an accreditation survey of Associates in
Plastic and Aesthetic Surgery/Westfield
Plastic Surgical Center on Thursday, Oc-
tober 14, 2004.

The purpose of the survey is to evaluate
the practice’s compliance with nationally
established Joint Commission standards.
The survey results will be used to deter-
mined whether, and the conditions under
which, accreditation should be awarded to
the practice.

Anyone believing that they have perti-
nent and valid information about quality of
care issues and the safety of the environ-
ment in which care is provided may re-
quest an interview with the representative
at the time of survey. Requests must be
made in writing, and should be sent to the
Joint Commission no later than five work-
ing days before the survey date. The re-
quest must also indicate the nature of the
information to be provided at the interview.
Such requests should be addressed to

Division of Accreditation Operations
Account Representative

Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations

One Renaissance Boulevard
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 60181

The Joint Commission will acknowledge
such requests in writing or by telephone
and will inform the practice of the request
for any interview. The practice will, in turn,
notify the interviewee of the date, time,
and place for the meeting.

This notice is posted in accordance with
the Joint Commission’s requirements and
may not be removed before the survey is
completed.

Date Posted_September 13, 2004
4 T - 9/16, 9/23, 9/30
& 10/7/04, The Leader Fee: $150.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PARKING ADMINISTRATION

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey on
Monday, October 18, 2004 at 10:00 a.m.
prevailing time for the following:

PARKING PAYSTATIONS

Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour mentioned in a sealed
envelope marked “Parking Paystations”
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, addressed to the Town of Westfield,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, and must be in the office of the
Town Clerk on or before the hour named.

Bids must be accompanied by a pro-
posal guarantee in the form of a certified
check, cashier’s check or bid bond in an
amount of 10% of the total bid, payable to
the Town of Westfield.  Each proposal
must be accompanied by a surety com-
pany certification stating that the said
Surety Company will provide the bidder
with the required performance bond in the
full amount to be contracted.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 pl 1975 supple-
ment for the law against discrimination
(Affirmative Action).  Bidders statement of
ownership, as required by Chapter 33 of
the Public Laws of 1977, must be submit-
ted with all bids.

Bidders must submit valid State of New
Jersey Business Registration Certificate.

Specifications and proposal forms must
be examined and picked up at the Westfield
Police Department, Parking Division, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, Monday through Friday between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids, also waive any
informality if it is deemed advisable so to
do.
1 T - 9/30/04, The Leader Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 18,
2004 AT 10:00 A.M.  PREVAILING TIME
FOR THE RENTAL OF EQUIPMENT FOR
PLOWING AND HAULING SNOW FROM
THE STREETS, WALKWAYS AND
PARKING LOTS IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD.  EQUIPMENT TO BE
RENTED ON AN HOURLY BASIS WITH
OPERATOR, INCLUDES DUMP
TRUCKS, (TWO AXLE TANDEM) FRONT
END LOADERS, BULLDOZERS AND
GRADERS.

BIDDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 127 PL 1975
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LAW AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE AC-
TION).

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
PROCURED ($25.00) AT THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC
WORKS CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE,
WEST, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RE-
SERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY
AND ALL BIDS, IF IN THE INTEREST OF
THE TOWN, IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE
TO DO SO.

KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 9/30/04, The Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regu-
lar meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, September 28, 2004 the following
ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ZONING, OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978, RE-ZONING
BLOCK 7704, LOT 27 FROM
THE ‘P’ ZONE TO THE ‘C’
ZONE

was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 9/30/04, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey to transfer to BZ 1 Inc. for
premises to be determined, the Plenary
Retail Consumption License #2016-33-
004-003, heretofore issued to Rayric Inc.
for pocket license.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Augustine Caruso
20 LaCosta Drive
Annandale, New Jersey 08801

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Barbara Riepe,
Municipal Clerk, Township of Scotch
Plains, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076

Applicant:
BZ 1 Inc.

Augustine Caruso
475 North Bridge Street

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807
2 T - 9/23/04 &
 9/30/04, The Times Fee: $47.94

High School Girls
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 21:
Governor Livingston 4, Roselle
Catholic 0

Chrissie Sidie nailed two goals for
the 4-0 Highlanders while Meredith
Talbot and Dana Ragonese each
scored one.

SEPTEMBER 22:
Ridge 5, Westfield 0

Keeper Lauren Sinnenberg made
11 saves for the Blue Devils.
East Brunswick 1, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 0

Lauren Esposito scored for the 5-
0, 11th-ranked Bears. Lauren Mains
made 15 saves for the Raiders.

SEPTEMBER 23:
Union Catholic 6, Dayton 0

Amanda Pitts scored three goals,
Lara Kaminski scored twice and Jill
Roth scored once for the Vikings.
Governor Livingston 9, Bound
Brook 0

Chrissie Sidie fired in four goals
and added an assist for the 5-0 High-
landers and Ann Marie Bacino scored
twice.

SEPTEMBER 24:
Governor Livingston 3, Somerville 0

Chrissie Sidie netted two goals
and Meredith Talbot scored one while
goalie Alyson York made two saves
for the sixth shutout of the season.

SEPTEMBER 27:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 4, Union
Catholic 1

The 4-1-1 Raiders won the show-
down of Union County powerhouses
when Lisa Carmada, Allie Zazzali,
Kim Appezzato and Allie Hambleton
all connected for goals. Amanda Pitts
scored for the 6-1 Vikings.

High School Varsity
Girls Field Hockey:

SEPTEMBER 21:
Cranford 3, Union 0

Sarah Capodice, Alyssa
Procaccino and Alana Buonaguro
each scored a goal for the 3-1 Cou-
gars.
Oak Knoll 5, North Plainfield 0

Courtney Hubschmann and Sa-
rah Pierson each netted two goals
for the 5-0 Royals.

SEPTEMBER 23:
Oak Knoll 5, Westfield 0

Courtney Hubschmann and Vir-
ginia Crotty each netted a goal and
an assist for the 6-0 Royals.

SEPTEMBER 27:
Westfield 3, Northern Highlands 0

Liz Trimble, Lorena Zamarelli
and Justine Cassidy flicked in goals
for the 2-3 Blue Devils and keeper
Jessica Ropars made five saves.

High School Girls
Volleyball Results:

SEPTEMBER 21:
Union Catholic over Dayton, 25-
5, 25-16

Meghan Conheeney had four
kills and two digs for the 4-0 Vi-
kings and Paige Rusnock had six
service aces and two kills.

SEPTEMBER 22:
Westfield over Shabazz, 25-5, 25-10

Jill Olsen had six service aces
and Robin Streit had four for the 2-
1 Blue Devils.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood over Lin-
den, 25-13, 22-25, 25-20

Kelli Kaskiw had seven service
points, two kills and two digs for the
2-1 Raiders and Erin Gallagher had
eight service points and nine digs.

SEPTEMBER 23:
Westfield over Cranford, 25-10,
25-14

Anna Kohler had six service aces,
Kaitlyn Shulman had three kills
and Tara Daly had six assists for
the 3-1 Blue Devils.

WF’s Perrella Gets 1st
At Stewart XC Meet
Westfield High School junior Jeff

Perrella finished first and helped his
team take second in the A Division of
the Stewart Memorial Invitational cross-
country meet at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on September 25. Perrella com-
pleted the 3.2-mile course in 16:38
ahead of Dale Taylor of North
Hunterdon who crossed second in 16:44
and the Blue Devils totaled 88 points
behind first placed Phillipsburg at 59.

The Westfield girls placed fifth in
the A Division with a total of 108 and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls took
sixth in the B Division with a total of
134. North Hunterdon won the A Di-
vision with a 56 total and Hopewell
Valley won the B Division with a 46
total.

SPF Basketball to Hold
Youth Hoops Clinic

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
basketball coaching staff will host a
two-day basketball clinic for boys
and girls in grades 1-8 on October 22-
23 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School to fundraise money for the
team’s trip to San Diego in late De-
cember.

New head coach Lori Gear
McBride, assistant coach Devin
Jefferson and WNBA veteran Texlin
Quinney will be among the clini-
cians. To sign up for the camp, or for
further details, please call head coach
Lori Gear McBride at (908) 418-2086
or visit gearlori@yahoo.com.

Soccer Raiders Rap
W. Orange Boys, 4-2
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys sent a message by rap-
ping No. 8 West Orange, 4-2, in West
Orange on September 27. Senior Sean
McNelis netted two goals for the 5-2
Raiders.

West Orange (4-1) scored first when
Bryan Martinez sank a free kick into
the net, but McNelis came back to tie
the score. Before the half, West
Orange’s Jeremy Lippel scored then
Raider Matt Fleissner passed to AJ
Appezzato who scored. In the second
half, McNelis put the Raiders up 3-2
then Sean Young iced it with another
goal.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 4
West Orange 2 0 2

Taylor & Love, Inc. Realtors
436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 654-6666 • (800) 222-0507

http://arsdata.com/c21tl

“Four Generations in Westfield . . .”

Judy Bell, Jerry Bonnetti, Tamatha Hamill-Costello, Diane Cassitta, Frances Comstock, Janet DeFiore,
Barbara Doherty, Carmen Imgrund, William Jordan, Paula Long, Jennifer Love, Roger Love, Kimberly McGowan,

Stephanie Mizejewski, William Moffitt, Glenn Mortimer, Herbert Otto, George Rogers, Karen Roman, Janet Sonntag,
Lauren Stravach, Diana Taylor, Miriam Tedesco, Louis Vanacore, Loretta Wilson and Kristine Zimmermann

Other Award Winners for Taylor & Love, Inc.

Diane Cassitta, Judy Bell and Tamatha Hamill Costello are also Century 21 Taylor & Love, Inc.
Top Producers for the first six months of 2004.  Roger Love has commended their performance for

their outstanding achievement which far exceeds the comparable period of 2003.

CARMEN IMGRUND
AWARD WINNER

Roger Love, president of Century 21 Taylor & Love, Inc., is pleased to announce that
Realtor Associate, Carmen Imgrund is the Top Producer, sales and listings, for Taylor

& Love, Inc., for the first six months of 2004.  She has also been honored by Century
21 Regional with the prestigious Pacesetter Award, Platinum Level, for her outstanding

performance for the first six months of 2004.

Diane Cassita Judy Bell Tamatha Hamill Costello

#1

#2 #3 #4

ELIZABETH KRONCKE
Sales Associate

CELL: 908-337-5971
ekroncke@coldwellbanker.com

elizabethkroncke.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD $1,350,000
Stunning 4 BR, 4 Full Bath Center Hall Tudor w/beautiful slate roof in prime location near
#1 rated Wilson elem. school and 0.7 mi. to town ctr.  Eat-in-Kitchen w/ctr island, granite
counters, tumbled marble backsplash, Viking range, Jenn-Air convect. dbl oven, tile floor.
Den, screened porch, diamond leaded glass windows, chestnut trim, curved archways, dra-
matic stone fplce, LR and DR built-ins.  Finished bsmt with home theater area wired for
surround sound.  LR, den, porch, kitchen and backyard wired for central stereo.  Finished
attic.  Sprinkler system, Brinks security system, prof. landscaping with landscape lighting, 2
zone CAC, 2 car attach. garage, prof. child safety proofing numerous custom imprvmts.  This
is truly a special one.  Call Beth Kroncke for a private showing.  WSF0919
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WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

CLARK $489,000 GARWOOD $359,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $749,000 WESTFIELD $545,000

Immaculate Split Level.  Well-maintained home with newer Kitchen.  Includes 2
baths, hardwood floors, French doors to deck, 4 Bedrooms and large yard.

A must see!  Charming Cape Cod with 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, partially finished
Recreation Room and great backyard.  Close to town and NY transportation.

Watch the sun set from the Master Bedroom balcony of this 4 Bedroom, 3 bath
home nestled amid a marvelous yard with in-ground pool.  Many spacious rooms
feature natural wood molding, hardwood floors, French doors and custom built-ins.

Charming 8 room Victorian offers 4 Bedrooms, 2 full baths, Formal Dining

Room, Living Room, wrap-around porch, sliders to deck off Eat-In Kitchen and

recently painted exterior.

Westfield PAL ‘C’ Shuts Out
Summit Maroon Kids, 13-0

TOPPLING A HILLTOPPER…Westfield PAL C football team cornerback
Hayden Kosper, No. 41, tackles a Summit player. Kosper had a great game as
Westfield defeated Summit 13-0.

The Westfield PAL “C” football
team boosted its record to 3-0 by
beating Summit’s Maroon squad, 13-
0. Westfield’s defense had another
impressive outing, giving up only a
couple of completed passes and a
sweep early in the game.

Westfield dominated the second
half of the game by allowing Summit
only 10 plays, a single first down and
14 total yards. Christian Barber, Tim
Donovan, Daniel Kerr and Jack

Kephart contained the Summit of-
fense. Summit turned the ball over
with two interceptions, one by Matt
Albano and the other by Hayden
Kopser.

Westfield’s offense sputtered in the
first quarter with a fumble and were
later, hurt by a 15-yard penalty. But
like the defense, Westfield’s offense
dominated in the second half, rolling
off 27 plays and 10 first downs. Of the
total 174-yards rushing, 139 were af-
ter halftime. Patrick Bergin racked up
over 60 yards and a touchdown, which
he converted with an extra point.

Offensive tackle Chris Neylan and
guard Chris Mannino allowed quar-
terback Brandon Ruhl to contribute
to the running game. Ruhl’s fourth
down, 15-yard pass completion to
Michael Stravach on the one-yard
line, led to a touchdown by Tony
Pafumi.

The “C” team will host a 12 p.m.
game with Summit Gold on Sunday,
October 3, at Kehler Stadium.

Westfield PAL ‘D’ Kids Edged
By Perth Amboy, Top Hanover

The Westfield PAL D football team
lost to Perth Amboy (PA), 18-13, but
rebounded to beat Hanover, 14-0, this
past weekend.

After trailing PA 18-0 at halftime,
Westfield controlled the ball for 23
minutes. Linebackers Ryan Elliot and
Thomas Ross, and linemen Michael
D’Antico, Alec Garrity, Anthony
Amatucci, Michael Carlino, Kyle
Kania, John Dooley and James
McCrea held PA to one first down in
the second half.

Quarterback Patrick Dyer hit wide
receiver Jackson O’Leary for a 23-
yard reception. Two plays later, half-
back Colin Barber made a leaping
touchdown catch in the end zone. On
their next possession, backs Brandon
Vassallo, Brendan Dugan, Johnny
Lanzano and Joe Rinaldi made major
gains then Werner ran the ball in from
the ten. Werner ran in the extra point
with assistance from tackle Richard
Fletcher. Corners Troy Skibitsky and
Justin Ricardo shutdown outside runs
on the next series. Dyer scrambled 41
yards to the PA 19 as time ran out.

Against Hanover, defenseman
Michael Kalimtzis delivered two bone-
crushing hits to set the tone. JP Gilmartin,

Michael Laface, Patrick Johnson, and
Wil Johnston made tackles.

In the first quarter, Dugan made
consecutive seven-yard runs. From
the Hanover eight, Werner scored on
a sweep then ran in the extra point. In
the second half, Rinaldi dragged sev-
eral defenders for a nine-yard gain.
Quarterback Nathan Mitchell com-
pleted consecutive passes to receiv-
ers Vassallo and O’Leary for six yards
and 14 yards, respectively. After Nick
Arnold made a three-yard gain,
Werner ran 14 yards for a touchdown.
Dugan ran in the extra point.

Linemen Chris Albanese, Daniel
Burke, Kevin Anderson, Michael
Mondon, Nicholas Colello and Alex
Williams provided pass protection.
Barber caught a 15-yard pass from
Dyer in the first quarter.

WTA Women’s Double
Tennis Ladder Told:

REGULAR SEASON STANDINGS:
  1. Bender/Abramowitz
  2. PurdyHewett
  3. Morin/Vollbrechthausen
  4. Galasso/Perez-Santalla
  5. Goldberger/Wirtshafter
  6. Sottung/Weisman
  7. Erlich/Luppescu
  8. Zoidis/Fraser
  9. Day/Kacmarsky
10.Jacobello/Brotman
11.Fleder/Black-Polak
12.Freundlich/Healey

WTA Women’s Doubles
Tennis Playoff Results:

The WTA Women’s Doubles
Playoffs Completed teams were re-
quired to play at least 8 matches
during the season to qualify for the
playoffs. The results of the playoffs
are shown below:
1. Purdy/Hewett
2. Day/Kacmarsky
3. Morin/Volbrechthausen
4. Zoidis/Fraser
5. Galasso/Perez-Santalla
6. Goldberger/Wirtshafter
7. Jacobello/Brotman
8. Black-Polak/Fleder

Dohm Defeats Wendel
For Men’s Masters

In a monumental three hour and
40 minute match held on Septem-
ber 26 Don Dohm defeated Chris
Wendel, 6-2, 6-7 (7-3), 6-3, for the
2004 Westfield Men’s Masters ten-
nis Championship.

Netman Jones Wins
For Franklin Pierce

RINDGE, N.H. – The Franklin Pierce
men’s tennis team, the Ravens, cruised
past Northeast-10 Conference foe South-
ern New Hampshire University, 7-2.

The Ravens swept the doubles
matches and won four of the singles
matches en route to the home victory.
Senior Ryan Jones of Westfield
blanked Felix Sancho, 6-0, 6-0, in the
number six singles match.

WTA Mixed Doubles
Tennis Playoff Results:

The Westfield Tennis Association
Mixed Doubles playoff match was
held on September 25 and the final
winners were Monica and Michael
Morin.

FINAL STANDINGS:
1. Monica/Michael Morin
2. Alejandro/Lucila Vollbrechthausen
3. Amanda/Warren Friss
4. Hilary Abramowitz/Jon Eisenberg
5. Nancy/Rich Freundlich
6. JoAnn/Steven Purdy
7. Paul Darmanin/Lyn Myers
8. Steve Lee/Julie Tarr
9. Chris/Maria Elena Whelan

Meglaughlin Named
Soccer Player of Week
CLEVELEND – Ohio University

senior Michelle Meglaughlin of
Westfield was named Mid-American
Conference Player of the Week in
women’s soccer. The Bobcat goal-
keeper recorded a pair of shutouts to
propel her team to the top of the
conference standings.

Meglaughlin made six saves in a 2-
0 victory over Bowling Green to
record her 13th career shutout. The
14th came in a 1-0 victory over To-
ledo. She is currently on pace to set
school single-season records with her
0.74 goals-against average and .875
save percentage.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Tenured Teachers Recognition

DATE OF MEETING: October 14, 2004

LOCATION: Evergreen New Multi-Purpose Room
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Board Recognition of Newly Tenured Teachers

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken.

DATE OF NOTIFICATION: September 30, 2004
1 T - 9/30/04, The Times Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
September 28, 2004.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1841

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” AR-
TICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

1 T - 9/30/04, The Leader Fee: $18.36

Blue Sharks U12 Girls Chomp
Soccer Blue Dolphins, 4-0

The Scotch Plains Blue Sharks U12
Girls Intercounty soccer team
bounced back strongly from their first
defeat of the season with a strong all-
around effort to dispatch the South
Mountain Blue Dolphins, 4-0, on
September 26 at School One Scotch
Plains. As in their opening victory
over New Providence, the Blue Sharks
got scoring from four different play-
ers and also received solid
goalkeeping and defense.

Sarah Weber started the scoring
taking a loose ball near the left side of
the goal and unleashing a well-placed,
left-footed shot from about 10 yards.
Erin Brown also scored from the left
side with a higher harder left-footed
shot from 20 yards to increase the
margin to 2-0 before halftime.

Although enjoying a large territo-
rial advantage, the Sharks could not

feel totally comfortable until Sarah
Lazarus hit a right-footed shot into
the opposite post from a difficult angle
midway through the second half.
Amanda Rodriguez, who was bril-
liant in numerous positions, com-
pleted the scoring with her second
goal of the year, a short, right-footed
boot that never got airborne but was
perfectly placed.

Lazarus, Brown and Rodriguez
share the team scoring lead with two
goals apiece. Melissa McKenna and
Kara Gaynor shared goalkeeping du-
ties and were flawless. Additionally,
Lauren Berk, Lauren Buckley, Emily
Cohen, Jessica DiGiacomo, Rebecca
DiGiacomo, Annie Rubin, Alyssa
Young and Desli DeMarsico were
instrumental in advancing the ball
and defending against any counterat-
tacks.

SPF Blue Thunder Jolts
Soccer U14 Astros, 2-0
Spectacular goalkeeping by An-

drew Smith and a two-goal perfor-
mance by Brendan Stripling proved
the winning combination as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood U14 boys’ soccer
team defeated the South Brunswick
Astros, 2-0, to up its record to 1-1.

Smith was magical in the first half
with help from Blue Thunder
defenseman Dan Rodriquez to keep the
game even at zero until Stripling found
the back of the net off a long pass from
Mike Roth with 10 minutes left.

The Astros gained momentum in
the second half, but Smith and the
SPF defense continually thwarted
every charge. Denzel Amankwah, Joe
D’Auria and Colin Grimm combined
to weave a defensive net around the
Astro strikers, enabling Smith to an-
ticipate every shot.

With 12 minutes remaining, the
Blue Thunder perseverance was re-
warded as Stripling scored his second
of the game when Danny Gore crossed
a pass through the goal box and Strip-
ling beat the Astro keeper just inside
the left post.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COULD THIS BE A PAYOFF?…Umpire Walter Betyeman looks the other way
as money seems to exchange hands from Gents Manager John Bradley prior to the
start of the Chrone’s Tavern Oldtimers game in Mountainside. In the bottom
picture, Oldtimer player Dave Corbin rounds third and heads home to score.
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Cranford 
Just Listed!

This lovely Colonial features a beautiful entrance sunroom 
with vaulted ceiling and a view of the beautifully landscaped 
backyard, formal living room with woodburning fireplace, 
formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, three bedrooms and two 
full baths. There is a full finished basement, as well as a one-
car detached garage. Recent improvements include a new 
roof in 2001 and exterior siding. Conveniently located just off 
Orange Avenue, near Casino. 

A wonderful value at $449,900.

Cranford 

Dining with Dazzle: Ages 7 to
12. No where does it become more
apparent that a person has or hasn’t
acquired good manners than at the
dinner table.  This includes the shar-
ing of meals with others.  What
better setting to introduce dining
skills than in a restaurant.  Topics
included:  understanding the place
setting, dinner conversation, setting
a proper table, cutting & chewing
food, ordering from menu, hosting
and serving guests, acceptable be-
havior and more.  Wednesday, Oc-
tober 13, 5 to 7 p.m. at Charlie
Browns in Scotch Plains. Registra-
tion until Friday, October 1. $35 per
person.

“At the Scene of the Crime” Sci-
ence Workshop: A mock crime
scene is examined, information is
presented in many formats and par-
ticipants solve the crime.  The end
of the program brings about a con-
clusion to the “crime.”  Ages 7 to 12.
Tuesday, November 2, at Scotch
Hills Country Club, 3:45 to 5:45
p.m. Registration until Friday, Oc-
tober 15, $25 per person.

Cell-ebration” Science Work-
shop: Students will be introduced
to cell organelles, the membrane,
mitochondria, nucleus, ribosome
and more.  They will imitate the
action of each of these parts, and
focus on DNA in directing and rec-
reating life.  Ages 7 to 12. Wednes-
day, November 3, at Scotch Hills
Country Club, 3:45 to 5:45 p.m.
Registration until October 15, $25
per person.

MARACAS: This fall MARA-
CAS announces the following
classes offered in two sessions:

Session A – Continuing through
Wednesday, October 27; Session B
to take place Wednesdays, Novem-
ber 3 to December 15.

MARACAS I - an interactive
Spanish language program for chil-
dren ages 3 to 5 and a parent or
guardian.  Offered sessions A and
B, Wednesdays, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.

MARACAS Cuentos – an inter-
active, story-based Spanish lan-
guage class for children ages three
to five and a parent or guardian.
Offered sessions A and B, Wednes-
days, 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.

MARACAS Cinco Sentidos –
This new class is designed for chil-
dren ages 5 to 7 with some Spanish
language knowledge.  The class will
culminate in a Five Senses Fun Fi-
esta.  This class will only be offered

during Session A (9/14 to 10/26),
Tuesdays, 4 to 4:45 p.m.

MARACAS Aventuras – This
new class is designed for children
ages 5 to 7.  The program features
the Scholastic Magazine “Let’s Find
Out” in Spanish, and offers stu-
dents a chance to learn about people,
holidays, and nature.  This class
will only be offered during Session
B (11/2 to 12/14),  Tuesdays, 4 to
4:45 p.m. Fee for all classes is $125.
Space is limited to 10 students per
class.

Bowling: Bumper Bowling– Pre-
K and kindergarten will be held at
Linden Lanes on Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m.  This program is for chil-
dren and mother/guardian.  Same
fees as above apply.

Youth Basketball Leagues: This
league is for boys and girls in grades
3 to 8.  The leagues will be deter-
mined by the registration numbers.
Team placement requests will not be
honored.  Games and practices will
be scheduled in township school fa-
cilities.  Parent coaches needed.
Officials needed. Registration until
October 1. $50 per person.

Season will begin on or about the
week of November 8.  A coach will
contact all players prior to the first
practice.

Central Jersey Midget Wrestling:
The SP-F Raiders Wrestling Club is
open to boys and girls K-sixth
grades.  Instructional program ac-
cording to age, weight and skill
level.  Season begins November 1.
Practices will be held in the Towne
House. Please call Mike Ridge at
(908) 889-5030 with questions.

Junior Wrestling Program (K-
Second grades) Held Mondays for
8 weeks. November 1 to December
20.    Held at the Towne House.

Senior Aerobics: Fall Session-
14 classes. Site: Towne House,
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays, October 5 to November
18. Registration: September 23.
Residents $5; non-Residents $10.

Bridge Lessons: October 8 to
November 5 from 12:45 to 2:45
p.m. Registration ends tomorrow,
Friday, September 24, $45 per per-
son.

Social Dance Class: A new pro-
gram in the lineup this fall.  Learn
some new dance steps while keep-
ing fit and having fun all at the same
time. Dates: Wednesdays until No-
vember 24. Residents: $10; non-
Residents: $15.

Scotch Plains Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation Events
Haunted House:  Sunday, Octo-

ber 31 from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Me-
morial Pool Complex. (Between the
hours of 5 and 6 p.m., families are
invited for a more “mild tour”).  We
hope to see you there-if you dare!
Adult volunteers are needed for
construction, set design and the
night of the event. Please call the
Recreation Department if interested.
A nominal $2 admission fee will be
charged.

Bowling League: This 12-week
program begins September 27. It will
be  held  Mondays at 3:50 p.m. at
Linden Lanes for ages five to 14. The
cost is $6 per week, payable at the
lanes.

Dance Classes: Theater, dance, act-
ing, tap, ballet and jazz are a sample of
the classes offered for children ages
three to teen. Each 10-week session
will be held at the Westfield School of
Dance starting Monday, October 4.
Call for details.

Golf Class: Offered to ages  eight to
14 at OakRidge Golf Course on the
following Tuesdays: 10/5 and 10/12.
Fee: $88.

Karate: Karate ’n Motion once again
offers classes at beginner and interme-
diate levels. Classes are 10 weeks in
length and are held on Thursdays for
ages 8 and older from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. and Saturdays for ages five to
seven from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Fee:
$55. Call for details.

Mad Science: Held Mondays from
4 to 5 p.m. from 11/1 through 12/20.
Hands-on science fun for children in
first through third grades. Fee: $85.

Manners Matter:  Monday, Octo-
ber 18, from  4 to 6 p.m. This class is
an introduction to everyday etiquette
for boys and girls in grades 3  through
5. Fee: $30.

Night Place: Offered to Westfield
students in grades 6 through 8 on the

following Friday nights from 7:30-
9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate
School: 10/22, 11/19, 12/17, 1/21, 2/
18, 4/15  and  5/13. Fee: $3 at the door.

Piano: First session begins on Mon-
day, October 4, and ends Monday,
December 13 (excluding November
22). Class times are: 3:30 to 4 p.m. for
first and second grades, and 4 to 4:30
p.m. for third and fourth grades. In-
structor: NJ Workshop for the Arts.
Fee: $145/class.

Soccer Squirts: Tuesdays through
October 26. Class times: 10 to 11
a.m. or 1 to 2 p.m. for children ages
three to five.  Fee: $89.

Total Toning: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 10 classes
are offered per session, through Octo-
ber 18 (No class 10/11 or 11/11) Fee:
$65/session.

The Magic School Bus: Sunday,
October 24, at 1 p.m. at the State
Theatre. Cost: $30 per person.

Wrestling Clinic: Join Glen
Kurz, varsity coach, for some great
moves. Held on October 19  and
October 20 for grades 5 through 8
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Fee: $30

Miss Saigon: Thursday, November
4, at State Theatre. Bus departs 6 p.m.
Cost: $63.

Vanity Fair Factory Outlet Shop-
ping Spree: Saturday, November 13.
Bus departs 9 a.m. and returns at 6 p.m.
Cost: $30. Includes coupons and shop-
ping bags. Register by October 13.

Spirit of Christmas: Tuesday,
December 7 at the State Theatre.
Bus departs 6 p.m. Cost: $61. Reg-
ister by November 19.

Please register for the above pro-
grams at: The Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad Street
For further information, please call the
Westfield Recreation Office at: (908)
789-4080. Visit westfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation.

Violent Crime Drops Over
13 Percent In Union County

Area Legislators Honor
Local Summer Interns

UNION COUNTY – Violent crime
plummeted in Union County by 13.6
percent according to the latest statis-
tics released by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The numbers also
show a 5.6 percent drop in overall
crime countywide.

The New Jersey State Police Uni-
form Crime Report, comparing the
number of crimes during the period
of January-October 2002 against the
same months of 2003, details crime
on the decline in Union County for
the second year in a row. The crime
rate dropped 3 percent in 2002 com-
pared to 2001.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow noted recent success in
battling insurance fraud and illegal
drugs.

“We have been very successful in
our goal of arresting more drug deal-

ers,” said the prosecutor. “Without
the proper funds this would be im-
possible.”

The prosecutor said that proactive
policing measures such as Save A
Life Today (S.A.L.T.) were impor-
tant to knocking down the crime rate.

Initiatives such as the Union County
Sheriff’s Office’s Transportation Unit,
which collects prisoners and trans-
ports them to the county jail, free up
municipal police departments to
spend more time to fight crime in
their towns.

The County of Union continues to
work for a safer community through
anti-crime programs through county
law enforcement agencies and mov-
ing forward with improved tactics
and facilities, including the soon-to-
be-opened new Union County Police
Headquarters in Westfield.

County Seeks Courthouse
Memorabilia from Public

Labyrinth Walk Slated
For Sunday at Church
CRANFORD – The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open Labyrinth Walks,
with the next one set for Sunday,
October 3. All are invited to partici-
pate.

The walks will be held in Bates
Hall in the First Presbyterian
Church, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue. Participants may walk the
Labyrinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their
walk by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks
will take place the first Sunday of
every month, unless otherwise indi-
cated.

Walking the Labyrinth is an an-
cient spiritual practice of prayer
and meditation. In Medieval times,
it symbolized the Christian pilgrim-
age to Jerusalem for those who could
not personally make the journey.
For more information on the walks,
please call (908) 276-8440.

Lecture Slated at ‘Y’
On Consumer Fraud
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” will present a lecture entitled
“Consumer Fraud: How to Protect
Yourself” on Monday, October 4, from
7 to 8 p.m.

David Biederman from the Divi-
sion of Consumer Affairs will be the
lead speaker. This lecture is free and
open to the public.

The “Y” is located at 220 Clark
Street. Interested persons are asked
to confirm plans to attend by calling
the Westfield “Y” at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 251.

WESTFIELD – Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. Assemblyman Eric Munoz, M.D.,
and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, all
legislators of the 21st District, re-
cently honored interns who volun-
teered in their Westfield and Summit
offices this past year during a lun-
cheon at Mojave Grille in Westfield.
All participants received a certificate
signed by the three legislators ac-
knowledging their hard work and
dedication on behalf of the constitu-
ents of District 21.

“Each year we are amazed at the
quality of students who are willing to
volunteer their time in our busy legis-
lative office. They are a tremendous
asset and we are lucky to have them
working on behalf of our constitu-
ents,” said Senator Kean.

Assemblyman Munoz noted that it
was a two way street with both groups
benefiting from the internship expe-
rience. “Interns are an extremely im-
portant part of our legislative team.
They come to work eager and willing

to help the citizens of New Jersey and
in return they gain insight and knowl-
edge on how the state government
operates.”

Assemblyman Bramnick also
stressed the fact that they are an ex-
ceptional group of students who
played an integral role in the work-
ings of the office. “They are a won-
derful group of young men and women
who were able to build a strong work-
ing relationship amongst themselves,
the constituents and our office.”

The Westfield student interns for
the past year were: Chris Biel,
Salisbury University; Ryan Gundrum,
Westfield High School (WHS); Eliza-
beth Keating, Northwestern Univer-
sity; Steve Krakauer, Syracuse Uni-
versity, Kevin Liang, WHS; Annie
Peyton, WHS; and Jennifer Zhu,
WHS.

To learn more about internship
opportunities please contact the
Westfield office at (908) 232-3345 or
the Summit office at (908) 918-0414.

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Courthouse will mark the
100th anniversary of its dedication
in May 2005. A yearlong celebra-
tion is planned with exhibits and
events to showcase the courthouse
as the center of law, justice and
county business.

“The committee calls on Union
County residents to lend or donate
objects for display before Friday,
October 22,” said Freeholder John
Wohlrab. “We are looking for items
that pertain to the courthouse and
memorabilia dating from 1903, when
the courthouse cornerstone was laid,
to the present time. We hope to lo-
cate items relevant to the functions
and ceremonies that took place in
the courthouse and in other public
places such as county parks.”

All County departments, includ-
ing the Freeholders, Judiciary, Pros-
ecutor, Sheriff, Surrogate and County
Clerk were housed in the Courthouse
in the early twentieth century.

All loaned objects will be cata-
logued and securely stored. Original
articles and documents will be
housed in locked exhibit cases while
on display. Receipts will be pro-
vided for each loaned item.

Anyone who has items to lend, or
questions about the project can con-

tact the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs before
Friday, October 22, at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, or by calling (908)
558-2550 or by e-mail at
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Located in the heart of one of Scotch Plains most favorite neighborhood, this to be built five bed-
room, three full bath Center Hall Colonial offers 4000 square feet of beautifully appointed living 
space for your family. Many desirable features, such as an expansive family room situated off the 
gourmet kitchen with granite countertops and a spacious master bedroom with 26 feet of closet 
space & luxurious bath ensures that this is the ideal place to call home. Will build to suit. 

                          Presented for $949,000 
 

                          Anne Weber, Sales Associate 
                          908-518-5285, Direct Dial 

NJAR Circle of Excellence  1999—2003 
 
 
 
 

Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

Hole-in-One Golf Contest
To Benefit Girl Scouts

COUNTY — The Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council will hold
a Hole-in-One contest at the Hyatt
Hills Golf Complex, 1300 Raritan
Road in Clark, this Saturday, Octo-
ber 2, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. It will
take place rain or shine.

The Hole-in-One contest of skill
will be played from the driving
range. Individuals who hit the ball
125 yards within a radius of three
feet of the flag will qualify for the 5
p.m. shoot-off for a $25,000 grand
prize. Hole-in-One balls will be $1
each and 12 for $10.

While contestants are competing
in the Hole-in-One, family mem-
bers may play miniature golf. Min-
iature golf will be available all day
on the complex’s new landscaped
course.

There are 18 holes, nine of which

are handicapped accessible. Located
near the driving range, the course is
easily accessible to children and
families. The cost for miniature golf
is $10. There will be four special
prize-winning miniature golf holes.

No pre-registration is required for
the contest or the miniature golf,
and proceeds will directly support
local Girl Scouting programs. Indi-
viduals may visit the Hyatt Hills
Complex anytime between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m. to compete.

Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to win a session of golf tips
from Barbara Olatta, a Ladies Pro-
fessional Golf Association teach-
ing professional. Door prizes and
goodie bags will be available, in
addition to the grand prize. More
information is available at
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

Mothers & More Announces
Date For Open House at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,

October 6, the Union County Chapter
of Mothers & More will host an open
house for prospective members at
7:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

All area women are invited to at-
tend without any obligation to join.
The event will be held without chil-
dren and door prizes will be awarded.

Participants will learn about the
group’s many activities. The Union

County chapter of Mothers & More
offers two meetings a month with
topical discussions and/or guest
speakers, plus moms’ nights out,
playgroups, a book club, a craft club
and skill-building volunteer opportu-
nities, among other programs.

Mothers & More is a non-profit
organization dedicated to improving
the lives of mothers through support,
education and advocacy. The Union
County chapter meets on the first and
third Wednesdays of each month at
the Westfield Area “Y.”

For more information, please call
K.C. Bree at (908) 789-8626 or Kim
Grossman at (908) 889-2286, or visit
www.mothersandmore.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS WE’LL HELP
YOU MAKE IT
TO THE TOP.

Fast growing gourmet burger chain has positions for 
Servers • Counter Help • Kitchen Help  

Flex Hours •  We’ll Train You • Career Potential & Benefits
Send resumes to: Cheeburger Cheeburger

251 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 
Call 908-389-1196

NOW HIRING

®

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held September
28, 2004, and that the said Council will
further consider the same for final pas-
sage on the 12th day of October 2004, at
8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be reached, in the Council
Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
which time and place any person who may
be interested therein will be given an op-
portunity to be heard concerning said ordi-
nance.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2105

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO.
2002 ENTITLED: “AN ORDI-
NANCE PROVIDING FOR THE
REPLACEMENT OF CURB-
ING ON VARIOUS STREETS
AND THE APPROPRIATION
OF THE MONIES NECES-
SARY THEREFOR,”
ADOPTED JUNE 20, 2000

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield, in the county of
Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. Special Ordinance No. 2002 en-
titled: “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR
THE REPLACEMENT OF CURBING ON
VARIOUS STREETS AND THE APPRO-
PRIATION OF THE MONIES NECES-
SARY THEREFOR,” adopted the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield, County
of Union, State of New Jersey on June 20,
2000 is hereby repealed.

2. This ordinance shall take effect
immediately following publication and in
the manner provided by law.
1 T - 9/30/04, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT
AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey on
September 28, 2004 and the 20-day pe-
riod of limitation within which a suit, action
or proceeding questioning the validity of
such ordinance can be commenced, as
provided in the Local Bond Law, has be-
gun to run from the date of the first publi-
cation of this statement.  Copies of the full
ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the
Clerk’s office for members of the general
public who request the same.  The sum-
mary of the terms of such bond ordinance
follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE PROVI-
SION OF PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES IN CONNECTION
WITH VARIOUS BUILDING
IMPROVEMENTS IN, BY AND
FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPRO-
PRIATE THE SUM OF
$175,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Professional services (in-
cluding, but not limited to, architectural
and engineering services) in connection
with roofing, HVAC and other improve-
ments to be undertaken to various public
buildings (including, but not limited to, the
Township Hall, the Public Library and the
Department of Public Property and Recre-
ation Department facility) in, by and for the
Township.

Appropriation: $175,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $166,600
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $175,000
Useful Life: 15 years

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 9/30/04, The Times Fee: $55.08

AUTO FOR SALE

1994 Toyota Camry LE
Excellent Condition. Leather
seats, multi-disk CD, ABS,
140,000 miles, $3,600.00.

Call (908) 232-1055
HELP WANTED

Engineering Aide Grade #2
  The Town of Westfield is seeking
to hire a full time Engineering Aide
(Grade #2) to start on or about
November 15, 2004.
  Candidates for this position must
have a high school diploma, a
valid New Jersey driver’s license,
good communication skills, the
ability to read and write English
and function as a member of a
work team.
  Candidates must have excellent
computer skills, especially in the
area of mathematical
computations. Experience with
engineering and construction
plans and possession of a college
degree are desirable.
  This position requires membership
in Teamsters Local #469.  The
starting annual salary (2004) for
this position is $30,165 and benefits,
such as health insurance and a
retirement plan are included.

Contact: Kris McAloon,
Asst. Town Engineer
(908) 789-4100 x. 606
(908) 789-4113 (Fax)

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

Int.’l conference firm, seeks
experienced Accounts Receivable
person, interested in working in a
permanent, part-time situation,
five days per week. Metro Park
loc., flex. hours, casual office.
Candidate must possess excellent
verbal and written communication
skills, very detail oriented,
knowledge of Excel/Word. Will
train the right candidate with less
exp. Email resume to:
anita.sundaram at iqpc.com or
fax to: (973) 256-3986 attn:
Financial Controller.

CHILDCARE / HOUSEKEEPER

Caring, experienced childcare
provider and/or housekeeper with
car. Available full or part-time to
help with your children at your
house and/or to keep your house
clean and organized. Excellent
references. Call (908) 578-6075
or (908) 727-3625.

COTTAGE FOR RENT

Scotch Plains - South Side. 1
bdrm, bth, kit, greatrm w/cath.
ceiling & frpl, washer/dryer. Avail.
11/1, 1.5 mos. security. No pets.
$1100/mo. Call workday hours &
leave message. (908) 889-1604

APARTMENT FOR RENT
LINDEN - New Construction
Luxury, 5 rms, 2 bedrms, 2
bths, laundry, balcony,
separate entrance, parking, 5
minute walk to train.
(917) 930-3095 or (908) 862-1299

P/T CHILDCARE WANTED

Seeking person to help with two
young children, M-F, 4:30-7:30, in
Westfield home. Pls call Avery
(908) 233-0838. References Req’d

GARAGE SALE

Multiple home garage sale
Sunday, October 3rd at 11 AM

2 Brohm Place
Fanwood, NJ

ACTIVIST

JOBS WITH PURPOSE!
NJ Citizen Action is Hiring Full
Time For Social Justice. We Are
Looking for Motivated Individuals
With Excellent Communication
Skills.$400+/wk benefits for FT.

www.njcitizenaction.org
(732) 246-4772 ask for Jim

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Experienced Polish Nanny and
former teacher (ages 3-10) seeks
to care for your children. Available
Monday-Friday. Please call Danuta
(917) 676-5013 or (908) 233-9361.

COLLEGE ADVISOR

Need help with applications,
essays, financial aid, college
selection, etc. Reasonable.
Call (908) 789-5980 for a

free consultation.

SPANISH TUTOR

Native of Spain. 14 years
teaching experience. Tutors all

ages. Westfield resident.
Call Seli (908) 789-1683.

HOME FOR SALE

Exec. estate on golf course in PGA
National, Florida. 5/5 brm/bth 2.5 car
garage. Mint cond. Built 1993 CBS
const. Owner downsizing. Great for
large family or entertaining. Gated
community. $919,999 (561) 627-5090

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for par-
ents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

MATTRESS SET

Ortho plush Full size, new in
plastic with warranty $120.

(732) 259-6690

MATTRESS AND BOX

Queen pillow top. Name brand,
new in plastic $140. Can Deliver.

(732) 259-6690

LEATHER SET

Sofa/loveseat, new in bags. Value
$1700 sell $875. (732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

7 pc. Cherry, bed, chest, dresser
& mirror and night stand. New in
box. Value $2200 sell $925.

(732) 259-6690

DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry set, table, hutch
& buffet, 6 chairs. Sacrifice. $1275.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

AUTO FOR SALE

PRICED TO SELL -- 1987 Nissan
Sentra - Clean / Good condition,
AM/FM Cassette, NEW brakes,
NEW battery. Please e-mail Jim
at: JimR1000@yahoo.com or
call (732) 801-3200

AUTO FOR SALE

1991 Buick Skylark - GREAT com-
muter car! Clean/runs well,
WORKING AC, PS, PW, PD, AM/
FM Cassette, NEW breaks, NEW
muffler/pipes, Inspection is
CURRENT.Please e-mail Jim at:

JimR1000@yahoo.com
or call (732) 801-3200

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST

A growing productive office seeks
a dental receptionist. Our practice
needs a friendly, focused team
member. Be part of a great staff!
Experience preferred. Please call

(908) 889-8382

OFFICE SPACE

Office space available in
downtown Westfield. Newly

renovated. Ideal for attorneys.
Call Maria at (732) 679-3777

RECEPTIONIST / AA

Busy CPA office in downtown
Fanwood is seeking an
Administrative Assistant for a PT
position. Flexible hours (we
recommend 9-3.) We offer a
variety of benefits including
participation in Simple Plan &
medical insurance. Familiarity with
tax preparation or experience in a
professional office is preferable.
Please call (908) 889-9500 or
email schemcpa@aol.com

PT HELP WANTED

Part-time retail help needed
week days, 11 AM - 3 PM
Call Joe (908) 232-3423

CHEMISTRY TUTORING

All levels. General and organic.
30 yrs experience. Adj. Assoc.
Prof., eng’ng chem, Drexel Univ.
Exc. refs. Paul (908) 233-1849.

CAREGIVER

PT, 3:30pm-7:00pm. Mon-Fri,
Experience preferred.

Westfield location.
Call: Cheryl or Liz
@ (908) 518-0900

CHILDCARE

After-school childcare in my
Scotch Plains home. 3 to 6 p.m.
for a 9-year-old. Experienced,
own car, references required.

Call (908) 322-2278

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 3, 12 - 4 PM
257 Windsor Ave, Westfield

Half of a duplex townhouse. 2/3
bed, 2 full baths, 2 car garage,
deck, all hardwood floors. Move-
In Condition! Low taxes “$3,400”.
Walk to train and town. $289,000.

More Letters to the Editor

WE CARE Urges Voters to Say No
To Parking Deck On Tuesday, Nov. 2
Westfield’s Festifall 2004 was a great

success and Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development (WE
CARE) thanks its supporters for stopping
by our booth and talking about the up-
coming referendum. On Sunday Septem-
ber 26, WE CARE distributed nearly
1,300 flyers to Westfield residents. Dur-
ing those six hours we were met with
unprecedented support from our friends
and neighbors and pledges to vote NO on
the referendum questions.

For those of you unable to come down
to see us, WE CARE opposes the rede-
velopment for four major reasons. First,
safety and traffic will be affected. WE
CARE surveyed schools and found 1,900
children will travel to and from schools
in the area on a daily basis. With in-
creased traffic flow from the condos,
stores, and the parking garage itself,
safety is a major concern. Also, with
increased traffic flow, parking consult-
ants for the town have reported that
poorly performing intersections along
Broad, Prospect, and Dudley will fail,
increasing time wasted sitting in traffic.

Second, taxes will be affected by the
redevelopment plan in two ways. First,
no school taxes will be collected from
these properties. Second, tax revenues
will guarantee the bond to build the
deck. Any shortfalls in the very, very,
overly optimistic parking financial pro-
jections will be made up by increased
property taxes.

Third, over development is a problem
in town. The deck is just one of the many
building projects WE CARE is concerned

about, and once the referendum fails,
other major developments working their
way through various channels in town
will undergo greater scrutiny. Develop-
ers are already planning more condo de-
velopments downtown (i.e., PNC park-
ing lot on East Broad Street) that would
bring in more people and cars to the
town’s center.

Fourth, parking alternatives have not
been reasonably assessed and evaluated.
The wait list for commuters has been so
poorly managed that it is difficult to tell
the extent of people really waiting for a
permit. At our last count, about 400 seri-
ous permit seekers are on the list and the
current wait is closer to two years, al-
though the town often claims a four to
five year wait list. Also, the largest prob-
lem in downtown parking remains meter
feeding and employee spaces, not com-
muter spaces. These are available every-
day on South Avenue and Watterson
Street. Daily permits are even available,
and not used.

So, we’re not building a commuter
garage. Instead, we are building an em-
ployee parking garage to possibly free
spaces on street meters for shoppers. The
real $10 million question to Westfield
voters on Tuesday, November 2, is
whether it is worth it.

WE CARE does not see the need for an
employee deck, and we urge you to vote
NO on the referendum.

Ken Sumner
WE CARE

Westfield

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090

PREMIER LOCATION ON 1/3 ACRE

Situated on one of Westfield’s most sought after streets, this charming 
Colonial home boasts four bedrooms and two and a half bathrooms.  Large 
formal Living Room with a fireplace, formal Dining room, updated eat-in
Kitchen, hardwood floors, original chestnut trim, short walk to schools, 
downtown and NYC transportation. Offered for $875,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1-4PM

6 BALFOUR LANE, SCOTCH PLAINS

Pristine home on a quiet Cul-de-sac.  Updates include a gourmet eat -in
Kitchen with top of the line appliances, Family Room, finished basement, 
large formal rooms underlain by hardwood floors and a deck overlooking the 
pool and lush landscape of the yard. Offered for $899,900

OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1-4PM

232 GOLF EDGE, W ESTFIELD

This immaculate and updated 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath Colonial on a quiet Cul-
de-sac boasts views of Echo Lake’s golf course, a new Eat-in Kitchen with 
adjoining Family Room, formal Living and Dining Rooms, Recreation 
Room, new Master Bath and hardwood floors. Offered for $675,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1-4PM

110 PAWNEE ROAD, CRANFORD

Charming 3 Bedroom Colonial in the College Estates section boasting a 
formal Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace and hardwood floors, 
updated eat -in Kitchen, first floor Laundry, new Powder Room, finished 
Recreation Room and more! Offered for $450,000

COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark

(908) 494-5409

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST, P/T
Doctor’s office, Mountainside.
Must be experienced, reliable,
self-starter & have excellent

inter-personal skills.
Call (908) 273-4038 or

fax resume to (908) 273-8653

HELP WANTED

Master Gardeners Note
Start of Lecture Series
WESTFIELD – The first of five

lectures hosted by the Master Gar-
deners of Union County will take
place on Thursday, October 7, at 7:30
p.m. All lectures will be held in the
first floor auditorium of 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield.

“Bulbs,” presented by Master Gar-
dener Lorraine Ogrodnick, will offer
instruction on planning and planting
a flower garden. Participants must
register in advance and may do so by
calling (908) 654-9854.

WESTFIELD. Prime location,
center of town, in modern
elevator building. 750-1150 sq
ft. Adj parking and NY trains.
Please call (508) 228-3030 or
email: RSSLKS at pobox.com

OFFICE SUITE FOR RENT

WF Garage Supporter Questions
Councilman Sal Caruana’s Tone

Councilman Sal Caruana apparently
has decided that the proper tone for
Westfield’s important debate about so-
lutions to our parking problem is to make
it personal. In a lengthy piece in The
Westfield Leader on September 23, Mr.
Caruana wrote that the proposed parking
deck at Prospect and Elm is the “mayor’s
personal obsession;” that the mayor is
“clearly…trying to limit discussions”
about the project (which he ominously
noted was having a “chilling effect” on
our “democratic institutions” in
Westfield); that the mayor’s “obsession”
had “led him into the realm of delusion.”

C’mon Sal. What’s going on here?
Purple prose and vitriolic language
thrown recklessly at local officials are
nothing new in our politics, but it should
be beneath you. You have served on the
town council for a number of years. You
have worked hard with other members
of the council to serve the public interest
and develop real solutions to the chal-
lenges that face our community. While
council members do not always agree on
specific issues, you should respect each
other’s intelligence, good faith and ulti-
mate desire to serve the public interest.

The need for the new garage down-
town is not an “obsession” of the mayor.
Instead, it was given life when the mayor
created the Citizens Parking Advisory
Committee, which was made up of resi-
dents of the town who cared so much
about finding a solution to the parking
problems that they dedicated many long
hours to give the council a recommenda-
tion to build several new garages to ad-
dress the critical shortage of downtown
parking. You, the mayor and the other
members of the council decided to only
build one garage.

The entire town council has worked
together as a team during the past two
years to designate the Prospect/Elm area
for redevelopment, select a development
partner and a group of experienced con-

sultants to work on the matter, and de-
velop intelligent options for the commu-
nity. The mayor and council even col-
laborated this summer on the plan to put
the matter to a non-binding referendum,
so all the residents of Westfield might
have a say in how to proceed.

I believe the council has formulated
an intelligent, financially-responsible
plan for the proposed new garage. How-
ever, I am getting the impression lately
that you, Mr. Caruana, don’t agree with
the plan, the referendum or any parking
improvements at all. This is fine. I be-
lieve the mayor has encouraged debate
about the plan, and the council will con-
tinue to answer questions and hear opin-
ions of the residents after the vote on
November 2. As for further debate, please
move on!

I heard the presentation given by
Mayor McDermott and Mr. Tracy and I
believe this plan has been developed
with input from the finance committee,
members of the town council, the mu-
nicipal staff along with the expertise of
people in the parking business. It is not
delusional nor is it a shell game. It’s a
smart and sound way of achieving a
significant increase in the capacity of the
downtown parking system, which will
provide substantial benefits to shoppers,
commuters and downtown businesses,
without adding any new financial bur-
den to our property tax payers.

So let’s keep the debate focused on the
merits of the project, and try to avoid
dragging the discussion down into per-
sonal invectives. I think Westfield resi-
dents expect nothing less from all of our
elected officials.

Frederick Jardine, Jr.
Westfield

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
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Goods & Services You Need!

THS
Travers Home Solutions

L.L.C. WESTFIELD

custom wiring - carpentry - repairs
specializing in custom home theatre

and audio installations
consultation - advice - tech help

tomtravers@comcast.net 908-472-6341

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor

SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

TEL: (201) 955-1073

1-888-47-FLOOR

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Carpentry, Plaster

General Home Repairs

Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320
Serving Union Co. for over 15 years

WINTERIZE YOUR

DRIVEWAY TO HELP

PREVENT CRACKS

& EROSION
Free estimates • Guaranteed low prices

908-456-0525

Therapy Massage
Swedish, Acupressure, Shiatsu,

Neuromuscular, Trigger Point

Pain Relief, Relaxation
Neck, Shoulder, 

Tennis Elbow, Golf Elbow, 
Upper Back, Lower Back, Sciatic Nerve

812 Central Ave.  Westfield
Appointment: 

908-789-1587

Advertise Your Business or
Service In This Space.

For rates call
the Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

Nature Club Posts Meeting,
Trips to Be Held In October
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater

Watchung Nature Club has announced
several upcoming events, beginning
with a memorial service on Saturday,
October 2, for Elizabeth Booth, one
of the club’s oldest members, who
died at age 103 on July 5. The service
will be held at 2 p.m. at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield.

The club’s regular meeting will take
place at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5, in the Courthouse of the
Mountainside Municipal Building,
located off of New Providence Road
on the right just before the traffic
light on Route 22.

Jeff Hall will present a program
about organized nature routes along
the Texas coast. Guests are always
welcome at club meetings and on
trips.

On Saturday, October 9, Pete
Axelrod will lead a trip to Warren
Green Acres on Mountain Avenue in
Warren. Participants will meet at 8:30
a.m. at the site for a half-day trip. The
site is a vacated farm that New Jersey
set aside a few years ago to let it
return to a wilderness state. For direc-

tions, please call Mr. Axelrod at (908)
464-3933.

The following Saturday, October
16, club members will join with the
Reeves-Reed Arboretum for Bird
Seed-Savings Day, their joint annual
fund-raising event. Orders will have
previously been placed for seeds.

Volunteers are needed at Reeves-
Reed to check orders and to unload
seeds and distribute them to purchas-
ers. Those who will unload the seed
truck are asked to be there by 6:30
a.m. Purchasers will arrive about 9
a.m. Interested persons are asked to
call Mr. Axelrod.

On Saturday, October 30, Gerry
Breitenbach will lead a trip to Chim-
ney Rock, an outstanding rock crop
off of Route 22 near Bound Brook, to
observe migrating hawks. Ms.
Breitenbach may be reached at (908)
757-9464.

Participants are asked to meet at
noon at the south side of the Fanwood
train station, located at North and
Martine Avenues, and to bring a fold-
ing chair and binoculars. Individuals
will carpool to Chimney Rock from
the train station.

WF Police Explorer Post
Attends Nat. Conference

ATLANTA, Ga. – Westfield
Police’s Law Enforcement Explorer
Post Number 90, joined more than
5,000 other explorers, adult leaders,
and staff from throughout the nation
at the 14th Biennial National Law
Enforcement Exploring Conference
July 19-24 at the Georgia Institute of
Technology in Atlanta. The purpose
of the conference was to provide a
training experience for Law Enforce-
ment Explorers and to contribute to
the development of skills required in
the law enforcement profession.

Detective Ronald Allen, Patrolman
Gary Moore and Patrolman Frank
Ricci led the group of seven young
people to the conference. The post
held several fundraisers prior to the
conference, including last spring’s
Spring Fling to defray each post
member’s housing and food costs.
The remainder of the costs were paid
through donations, parents and
through the Townships Community
Policing Budget.

Exploring offers young people ages
14 through 21 an opportunity to learn
about special interests and vocational
choices in association with business
and community organizations. Law
Enforcement Exploring is a program
for youth who are interested in the
field of law enforcement.

The conference featured competi-
tions sponsored by the nation’s top
law enforcement organizations, pro-
viding realistic and practical experi-
ences to prepare Explorers for the
types of situations they would have to
face in law enforcement careers.

Members of the Westfield post par-

ticipated in the air-pistol competi-
tions, crime prevention, traffic acci-
dent investigation, shoot/don’t shoot
and crime-scene search.

Along with competitions and semi-
nars the youths were one of the three
explorer posts selected to provide
security for the entire conference. As
conference security, Westfield Ex-
plorers worked with the Secret Ser-
vice and local law enforcement dur-
ing all events and shows and patrolled
the campus throughout the week.

A wide range of seminars gave par-
ticipants information on a host of top-
ics, including bomb investigations,
cyber crimes, effective communica-
tions, executive protection, explorer
leadership development, fugitive in-
vestigations, hate crimes, narcotic traf-
ficking and interdiction; self defense
techniques, protecting our national
borders, psychological profiling and
technology used in surveillance.

Organizations held a career fair at
which law enforcement profession-
als were available to discuss career
goals with individual explorers. There
also were demonstrations and exhib-
its, a training track for post advisors,
as well as many recreational and en-
tertainment events and a closing rally
at which area federal and other law
enforcement organizations showed
off the latest in law enforcement tech-
nology and techniques.

“It was a great experience. We
learned a lot of new things about law
enforcement and it was a good oppor-
tunity to meet new people and bond
with our fellow explorers,” said Post
Member Tamara Handy.

Community Policing is an impor-
tant part of the Westfield Police
Department’s ability to learn, under-
stand and create everlasting bonds
with the citizens of Westfield.

Any Westfield resident between the
ages of 14 and 21 who are dedicated
and interested in pursuing a career in
law enforcement, please contact De-
tective Sandra Chambers at (908) 789-
6084.

Murray Hill Company
Receives Fed. Funding
WASHINGTON – Congressman

Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) announced
Wednesday that OFS Fitel in Murray
Hill will receive $2 million in federal
funding in the next two years to spur
the development of advanced tech-
nologies, including fiber optics.

OFS Fitel, the former Optical Fiber
Solutions business of Lucent Tech-
nologies, manufactures specialized
fiber optics. The federal grant, ad-
ministered through the Department
of Commerce’s National Institute of
Standards and Technology, provides
cost-shared multiyear funding to com-
panies and joint ventures to acceler-
ate research and development.

“OFS provides innovative tech-
nologies for the telecommunications
industry,” Rep. Ferguson said. “These
important federal dollars will allow
OFS to expand its research and devel-
opment to help New Jersey and the
United States stay in the forefront of
emerging new technologies.”

The company will received an ini-
tial $1.05 million this year and the
balance after Congress approves De-
partment of Commerce funding next
year.

Mr. Gildea to Speak to AARP
Monday About Parking Deck
WESTFIELD – Westfield Town

Administrator James Gildea will
speak on “The Proposed Westfield
Parking Deck” at the Monday, Octo-
ber 4, general meeting of Westfield
Area Chapter No. 4137 of the Ameri-
can Association of Retired Persons.

The meeting will take place in As-
sembly Hall of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at the
corner of Broad Street and Mountain
Avenue. Ample parking is available
and guests and potential members are
invited to attend. There will be a
social period with refreshments at 1
p.m., and a brief business meeting
will be conducted later.

Mr. Gildea’s presentation will be-
gin at 1:30 p.m. He will address vari-
ous aspects of the proposed deck,
including approximate cost; number
of levels and parking spaces; parking
designations for customers, store
owners and employees; issuance of
parking permits; rates; location, and
bond issues (if any) with estimated
maturation dates. Non-members are
invited to attend the program to learn
more about these issues.

Members are asked to donate
canned and boxed grocery items to
benefit the homeless and needy, as
well as costume jewelry in good con-
dition to donate to patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of

Union County.
During the meeting, interested per-

sons may make reservations for a Tues-
day, November 16, day trip to the
Brownstone for a special Hawaiian
Feast and musical revue entitled “The
Road to Waikiki.” The cost is $56 for
the entire day, including gratuities.
Participants may also make reserva-
tions by calling (908) 232-1362.

Finally, tickets will be sold at
Monday’s meeting for the chapter’s
annual holiday luncheon that will take
place at noon on Tuesday, December
7, at The Westwood in Garwood. More
details and reservations may be ob-
tained by calling Luncheon Chair-
woman Marie Stock at (908) 925-
2536.

ATTENDING CONFERENCE IN ATLANTA…Detective Ron Allen, right,
Patrolman Gary Moore, second from left, and Patrolman Frank Ricci, third from
right, led a group of seven young people to the National Law Enforcement
Exploring Conference in Atlanta.

10K Walk Sunday
To Benefit Autism

WESTFIELD — A 10K walk to
support the treatment of autism
will take place on Sunday, October
3, as part of a multi-nation event
called Walk Around the World.

The walk will begin and end at
Starbucks, 117 Central Avenue, and
wind through the residential north
side of town. Walkers and sponsors
may register at
www.walkaroundtheworld.org or
in person at Starbucks, from 8 a.m.
to noon.

Hiking Club Offers
Hike and Bike Events
COUNTY — The Union County

Hiking Club offers hiking and bicy-
cling activities, most of which takes
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10
annually. To receive a free six-month
schedule, please call (908) 527-4900.
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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nomahegan Park is home to sev-
eral worthy annual events, and the
FFFFFine Arine Arine Arine Arine Art & Ct & Ct & Ct & Ct & Craftsraftsraftsraftsrafts show is surely
one. This season, it will be held on
Saturday and Sunday, October 2
and 3, from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.,
rain or shine. Admission is free for
this juried show of the works of
120 fine artists, craftspeople, pho-
tographers, and sculptors. There
will also be musical entertainment
and food vendors. The park is di-
rectly across the road from Union
County College, on Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford. Call (908) 527-
4900 for more information.

* * * * * * *
Across the road, at Union County

College, the FFFFFourourourourourth Cth Cth Cth Cth Crrrrrystal Bystal Bystal Bystal Bystal Ballallallallall
RRRRRoom oom oom oom oom event will be held on Satur-
day, October 2, from 10 a.m. until
5 p.m. Enjoy a psychic and holistic
adventure, with readers, demon-
strations, and vesndors of products
and approaches to health and
wellness. It will be held at the Cam-
pus Commons and admission is
$5. Get directions at www.ucc.edu.
If you’re ambitious, take advantage
of both of these interesting events.

* * * * * * *
The Newark Museum’s exhibit,

NNNNNicholas and Alexandra: Aicholas and Alexandra: Aicholas and Alexandra: Aicholas and Alexandra: Aicholas and Alexandra: Attttt
HHHHHome with the Last ome with the Last ome with the Last ome with the Last ome with the Last TTTTTsar and Hsar and Hsar and Hsar and Hsar and Hisisisisis
FFFFFamilyamilyamilyamilyamily, will be on display through
January 9, 2005. See treasures dis-
played for the first time, from Rus-
sian state collections, including
Faberge items, children’s toys, rare
footage of movies taken by the tsar,
and family albums. Get a glimpse
into the private life of the last Rus-
sian imperial family. Hours are from
Wednesday through Sunday, from
noon to 5 p.m. The museum is
located at 49 Washington Street.
For more information, visit
www.NewarkMuseum.org.

* * * * * * *
There is still one complete six-

week session left of the FFFFFall 2004all 2004all 2004all 2004all 2004
FFFFFilmmakers Silmmakers Silmmakers Silmmakers Silmmakers Symposiumymposiumymposiumymposiumymposium. This
opportunity to meet the stars, writ-
ers, producers, and directors of a
variety of films, is the closest you
may get to Sundance, Cannes, or
Toronto. Attend private screenings,
along with interviews and discus-
sions. Call (800) 531-9416 to re-
serve a spot for the second session,
beginning on Monday, November
1, at the Loews Mountainside on
Route 22 East. Screenings are on
Mondays at 7:15 p.m.

* * * * * * *
Award-winning filmmakers

Jenny Stein and James LaVeck will
present their latest thought-pro-
voking documentary, PPPPPeaceableeaceableeaceableeaceableeaceable
KingdomKingdomKingdomKingdomKingdom, at the New Jersey Film
Festival at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
September 30, in Loree Hall 024
on the Rutgers University campus
in New Brunswick. The 70-minute
film has been hailed as “a master-
piece” by Dr. Jane Goodall. An
inspiring story of personal redemp-
tion, compassion, healing and hope,
the film takes an eye and heart
opening journey to the front lines
of an unseen national drama. Ad-
mission is $6, and information is
available at: www.njfilmfest.com or
by calling (732) 932-8482.

WF SWF SWF SWF SWF Symphony Oymphony Oymphony Oymphony Oymphony Orrrrrchestra chestra chestra chestra chestra WWWWWillillillillill
SSSSShohohohohowwwwwcase case case case case VVVVViolinist Xiang Giolinist Xiang Giolinist Xiang Giolinist Xiang Giolinist Xiang Gaoaoaoaoao

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Violinist Xiang Gao
will be the featured performer at the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
(WSO) season-opening concert on Sat-
urday, October 2, at 8 p.m. at the
Union County Arts Center (UCAC),
located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

Gao will perform
Samuel Barber’s Con-
certo for Violin and Or-
chestra. The program
will also include
Beethoven’s Symphony
No. 5 in C Minor and
Louis Scarmolin’s Two
Vignettes for Orchestra.

Recognized interna-
tionally as one of the
most successful per-
forming artists of his
generation, Gao has
been cited by The New
York Times as a “rare
and soulful virtuoso.”
The Washington Post
said, “Gao’s blend of
emotion and technique,
strength and subtlety was a pleasure to
witness!”

He has performed for such world
leaders as former President George H.
W. Bush and former Chinese President
Xian-nian Li. His musical integrity
and virtuosic technique have gained
accolades from reviewers around the
world.

WSO Music Director David Wroe
stated, “Mr. Gao is a dazzling young
violinist. His depth, sensitivity and spir-
ited performance are sure to thrill audi-
ences.”

Born into a family of musicians, Gao
began piano studies at
the age of six. Two years
later, he switched to vio-
lin studies with his par-
ents, both of whom are
professional violinists.
He continued his edu-
cation at the prestigious
Central Conservatory
of Music in Beijing and
the University of Michi-
gan School of Music.

A permanent resident
of the United States,
Gao resides with his wife
in Delaware, where he
is the youngest faculty
member at the Univer-
sity of Delaware School
of Music.

Highlights of Gao’s
recent engagements include the North
American premiere of Edward Tubin’s
Violin Concerto No. 1 with the De-
troit Symphony and the U.S. premiere
performance of Eino Tamberg’s con-
certo with the Absolute Ensemble in
Merkin Hall in New York City.

He has performed as a soloist with
the Czech Philharmonic, Japan Phil-
harmonic, Estonia National Sym-
phony, Kansas City Symphony, Mem-
phis Symphony, Alabama Symphony,
Aspen Music Festival Orchestra, Knox-
ville Symphony, Delaware Symphony
and New Hampshire Symphony,
among others.

Among the world’s major concert
halls and festivals at which Gao fre-
quently appears are Carnegie Hall,
Finlandia Hall in Helsinki, Spoleto
Music Festival, Aspen Music Tent,
Smetana Hall in Prague, Bogota Inter-
national Festival, and Interlochen Fes-
tival.

He offers master classes and recital
performances throughout North
America, Asia, Europe and South
America. As an active chamber musi-
cian Gao has collaborated with some of
the world’s leading chamber musicians
such as members of the Guarneri String
Quartet and the Beaux Arts Trio. He is
a founding member and Artistic Di-
rector of the International Chamber
Players and the University of Delaware
Chamber Music Society.

Barber’s Violin Concerto is consid-
ered by many to be one of the most
important American concerti. Com-
posed at the outbreak of World War II,
it marks a major change in Barber’s
musical style. Joseph Orchard, a local
musicologist, will offer a free pre-con-
cert lecture discussing the Barber con-
certo along with Beethoven’s Symphony
No. 5 and Scarmolin’s Two Vignettes.

The lecture will start at 7 p.m. at the
UCAC. Tickets for the concert are $25
to $60 with discounts for students and
seniors. Concert tickets may be pur-
chased directly from the WSO by call-
ing (908) 232-9400 or visiting the
Symphony office (224 East Broad
Street) or the UCAC by calling (732)
499-0441 or visiting the box office.

Tickets are also available at the fol-
lowing WSO ticket outlets: Lancaster,
Ltd. and The Town Book Store, both of
Westfield, Martin Jewelers in Cranford
and Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains.

Violinist Xiang GaoViolinist Xiang GaoViolinist Xiang GaoViolinist Xiang GaoViolinist Xiang Gao

Westfield Art
Association

Saturday, October 9
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Raindate October 16)

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD

Westfield Art Association

908-232-7058

Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce

908-233-3021

Downtown Westfield Corporation

908-789-9444

DEMONSTRATIONS • MUSIC

ORIGINAL ART • AWARDS

SIDEWALK
SHOW

SALE&

students develop the commitment and
discipline to learn an art form well,
whether it be in music, dance or drama;
and in doing so, build the confidence
the students need not only for a career
in theatre, but to face any challenge in
life.

For more information on WYACT
classes, please visit www.westfieldnj.com/
wyact, call (908) 233-3200 or e-mail
wyactnj@comcast.net.
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WYACT
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s autumn! Time to turn our at-
tention to falling leaves, windy days
and pumpkins and time to read about
fall.

Did you know that the pumpkin
is a fruit, not a vegetable? Jacqueline
Farmer tells us all about
this fall favorite in her
book, “Pumpkins”
(Charlesbridge, 2004).
This is a wonderful book
crammed with lots of
interesting facts about
the seasonal symbol from
how it saved the pilgrims
from starvation during
their first winter in Ply-
mouth, Mass., to the leg-
end behind calling it a
“Jack o’ Lantern.” There
are step-by-step instructions for carv-
ing a pumpkin and even a recipe for
a yummy pumpkin
pie. As the dark
night start to
lengthen, “Pump-
kins” will give el-
ementary school
aged children lots to
do to pass the time.

The kaleidoscope
of colors brought
about by the chang-
ing leaves is beautifully illustrated in
“Leaf Jumpers” by Carol Gerber
(Charlesbridge, 2004). Eight leaves -
the maple, sugar maple, white oak,
basswood, birch, willow, sycamore
and ginkgo are illustrated in this
rhyming tale that recalls the joys of
jumping into a pile of leaves. An
informative back page tells the el-
ementary school aged reader why
leaves turn colors in the fall.

Dawn Publications of Nevada City,
Calif. is a children’s book publisher
dedicated to helping readers develop

an appreciation for the natural world.
Their 1996 release “Discover the
Seasons” is an interesting and infor-
mative look at all four seasons. The
section about fall highlights the ac-
tivities of nature that herald the sea-
son. Five suggested fall activities, from
building a bird feeder to creating a

nature centerpiece, will
help young readers be-
come in tune with the
season. Four recipes us-
ing the fruits of the har-
vest are included in this
outstanding book writ-
ten by Diane Iverson.

Even babies love au-
tumn! The board book,
“Autumn Walk” by Ann
Burg (HarperFestival,
2003) is targeted for
those younger than one

year. The bright pictures and simple
sing-song text will hold the imagina-

tion of even the
youngest listener.

Children be-
tween the ages of
four to eight will
enjoy “A Chill in
the Air: Nature Po-
ems for Fall and
Winter” by John
Frank (Simon and
Schuster Children’s

Publications, 2003) and “I Know It’s
Autumn” by Eileen Spinelli, a re-
cently released (2004) Harper Collins
Juvenile Book.

Math in the fall? Of course! “Math
for Autumn: Grades 2-3” (Evan
Moore Educational Publishers) by
Jo E. Moore is part of the Daily
Problem Solving Series. This over-
sized book, published in 1996, con-
tains scores of multiple-stepped, fall-
based math problems. There are il-
lustrations, and the book is perfo-
rated for easy removal of pages.

SSSSSight- and Hight- and Hight- and Hight- and Hight- and Hearing-Iearing-Iearing-Iearing-Iearing-Impairmpairmpairmpairmpairededededed
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Springfield Li-
ons Club, the New Jersey State Arts
Council, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation and the Union County College
Foundation enabled special perfor-
mances by The Theater Project’s (TTP)
The Mystery of Irma Vep for the sight
and hearing impaired.

One open-captioned performance
hearing-impaired patrons and one au-
dio-described show for the sight-im-
paired audiences will be presented for
the play, which runs from this evening
to Sunday, October 17.

The Saturday, October 2, perfor-
mance at 8 p.m. will be audio-de-
scribed. Sight-impaired patrons are
provided with headsets, and while they
hear the actors perform, they also listen
to a narrator in the wings describe the
physical action of the play.

The Saturday, October 9, perfor-
mance at 8 p.m. will be open-cap-
tioned to allow hearing-impaired pa-
trons to read the dialogue while they
view the action.

The Mystery of Irma Vep, which will
be held at the Roy Smith Theater at
Union County College, 1033 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford, features
nearly a dozen roles held by two actors,
Harry Patrick Christian and Rick
Delaney. Both actors are members of
the Actors’ Equity Association.

TTP, Union County College’s Pro-
fessional Theater Company, is celebrat-
ing its 10th anniversary season of pro-
ducing new works and contemporary

classics.
Tickets for Friday, Saturday and Sun-

day performances are $18 per person.
Thursday tickets cost $10 per person,
while students pay $10 for all perfor-
mances. Senior citizens pay $10 for
tickets on Senior Sunday, October 3.

For reservations, please call TTP Box
Office at (908) 659-5189.
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
invites adults ages 18 and older to learn
about the Native Americans who lived
here before Europeans settled in New
Jersey.

John Kraft, the director of Lenape
Lifeways Educational Programs, Inc.,
will share his knowledge on Saturday,
October 2, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This program is part of a new series
of adult workshops offered by Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Kraft has presented hundreds of pro-
grams on the Lenape, or Delaware
Indians of New Jersey. He has pub-
lished “The Indians of Lenapehoking,”
and illustrated books such as “The
Lenape or Delaware Indians.” Now
lecturing for more than 20 years, his
goal is to create an enthusiasm and
appreciation for these remarkable
people through slides, life drawings,
and “hands on” experience with Lenape
tools, weapons, masks, clothing and
musical instruments.

“We are very pleased to bring such a
great program to the people of Union
County,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada. “Pro-
grams such as this one prove learning
can be interactive and fun, even for
adults.”

The Lenape Lifeways Lecture and
Walk promises to be engaging, educa-
tional, and fun. Participants will dis-
cover how the Lenape people dressed,
built shelters, grew crops, fished,
hunted, cooked, made tools and treated
illness.

This program is offered through the
Horizons Speakers Bureau of the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities, a
state partner of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.

Following Kraft’s presentation will
be an instructional hike, led by a
Trailside naturalist who will identify
local plants and trees used by the Lenape
Indians. During the walk, participants
will discover how to use the “fox walk”
to sneak up on prey and play tracker
games to enhance hunting skills.

The program will culminate around
a campfire with Lenape story telling
and a lesson in the technique of mak-
ing cordage.

Space is limited, so pre-registration
is preferred. The fee for this workshop
is $20 for Union County residents and
$25 for non-county residents. Light
refreshments are included. The Lenape
Lifeways Lecture and Walk is held rain
or shine, so please dress appropriately
in case of inclement weather.

For additional information about
this or other adult workshops or up-
coming events at Trailside, please call
(908) 789-3670. Trailside Nature and
Science Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Sunny skies studded
with friendly clouds greeted the at-
tendees of Union County’s 23rd An-
nual Harvest Festival on September 26
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside.

The event was co-hosted by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation.

Approximately 3,500 people at-
tended, according to Tom Plante of the
Union County Office of Public Infor-
mation.

As in years past, the goal of this year’s
Harvest Festival was to “bring history
to life,” and the grounds of the Trailside
Nature and Science Center were trans-
formed back in time to the Revolution-
ary War and Colonial American pe-
riod.

A number of performances and ac-
tivities offered attendees of all ages the
opportunity to experience the rich cul-
tural and historical heritage ties of
Union County to this time period.

Among the offerings were demon-
strations of common 18th century ac-
tivities such as quilting, soap making,
and butter churning.

One of the most well attended dem-
onstrations was the model of the Revo-
lutionary War Encampment, provided
by the living history organization, the
Fourth New Jersey Continentals. Most
onlookers were amazed by the differ-

ence in sleeping quarters between the
officers and soldiers. Where six soldiers
to a tent slept on straw and shared one
blanket, an officer reveled in the
“luxury” of a cot in a tent all to himself.

“We want to inspire people to think
about history by providing a ‘hands-
on’ approach,” explained George
Behnke, of New Providence, Com-
mander of the Fourth New Jersey Con-
tinentals. Behnke, who founded the
organization six years ago, finds events
such as the Harvest Festival especially
important because he feels children are
not learning enough about the Revolu-
tionary War in school.

“The educational system has moved
away from this important period of
American history,” he continued, add-
ing that virtually nothing is taught
these days about his “number one hero,”
George Washington.

Other festival activities included
demonstrations of survival skills such
as canoe building, gun-smithing and
fur trapping. A variety of local musical
groups provided entertainment. A sam-
pling of Colonial food was also offered.

As people in period costumes
mingled with the crowds, children en-
joyed pony rides and many families
made scarecrows, which were entered
into a scarecrow contest.

“All in all, this year’s Harvest Festival
was a great blend of local history, na-
ture and entertainment,” proclaimed
Union County Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, Alpha
Video officially released their latest in
the Alpha New Cinema line, Just Add
Pepper by Westfield native and direc-
tor Peter Paul Basler.

Now on DVD priced at $8, the
independently produced romantic
comedy is filled with trailers, a making
of documentary, DVD commentary
with the director and stars, deleted
scenes, a music video and more.

Shot in New Jersey in the summer of
2001, the release is the culmination of
more than six years of work by Basler
and his film group, The Tomorrow
Project.

Marc Coppola, actor and New York
radio personality, said, “Just Add Pepper
is really a look at opposites in life. It has
been said to ‘Keep your friends close and
your enemies closer.’ Basler provies it to
be, ‘Keep your enemies close and your
friends and family very close.’”

“This film is a struggle between fam-
ily, love, friendship and loyalty, all set
in a small town,” said Coppola. “For a
first feature film, this director and his
crew make Indie filmmaking look pol-
ished and easy (which we all know it’s
not). He also shows that he gets the
very best performances from his actors.

A great first film…”
Basler added, “We are proud to be an

Alpha New Cinema release. Alpha
Video is committed to providing an
outlet for great independent films. They
create a quality product with outstand-
ing graphics, fantastic discs and all for
an affordable price. Working with Al-
pha has been a dream come true.”

The film stars Matthew McCallum,
Jessica Gannon, David Ranson,
Michael Kennealy, Darrin Bennett,
Frank Hendricks, James O’Donoghue
and Kristen Caldwell.

Basler’s credits include Just Add Pep-
per, which he wrote and directed, Re-
ality & Stuff, an improvisational com-
edy that he directed, and As Cool As
Jennifer, an independent television pi-
lot he wrote and directed.

The co-founder of the Westfield Film
Festival, Basler studied under director
Dylan Kidd in New York City. His
previous credits include work on Bas-
tard Out of Carolina, directed by An-
gelica Huston and starring Jennifer
Jason Leigh, and G.P., Australia’s long-
running doctor drama.

For more information on Just Add
Pepper and Basler, please visit
www.justaddpepper.com. To order the
DVD, visit any major online retailer or
www.oldies.com.
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Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars

the bedside of patients.”
With the aid of Exceptional Parent

Magazine Publisher Joseph Valenzano,
Jr., DeFelice is sending out his message
about the importance of the
Doctornaut Act through the Internet.

“We sent out e-mail blasts to about
100,000 people,” Valenzano told The
Leader/Times. “The public media
would be well-served to take notice of
the importance of this endeavor.”

“Dr. DeFelice is innovative and al-
ways thinks outside of the box,” he
said.

“Diseases such as Parkinson’s,
Huntington’s and Alzheimer’s lend
themselves to this kind of research,”
added Valenzano when discussing the
benefits that could stem from the
Doctornaut’s Act.

“What better subjects than the doc-
tors themselves?” he asked.

To learn more about Doctornaut’s,
please visit the FIM website at
www.fimdefelice.com and Exceptional
Parent Magazine at www.eparent.com.
Both websites contain links to politi-
cians whereby letters of support can be
sent regarding the act.

Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:
• Susan Dougherty reviews The

Mystery of Irma Vep; previews
Rainbow Experience production;

• The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s first concert of the
season will be reviewed by Brad
Tinfow;

• Reeves-Reed Arboretum’s
Harvest Festival activities spot-
lighted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Doctornauts



Page 20  Thursday, September 30, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Conducted by

DAVID 
WROE

SAT., OCT. 2, 2004, 8PM 
Union County Arts Center, Rahway 

BEETHOVEN SYMPHONY NO. 5 IN C MINOR 
Barber Concerto for Violin and Orchestra

(Xiang Gao, violin)

Scarmolin
Two Vignettes for Orchestra

Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets 
Or visit any of our ticket outlets:

WESTFIELD: Westfield Symphony office • Lancaster Ltd.
Town Book Store • Evalyn Dunn's Gallery

RAHWAY: Union County Arts Center

CRANFORD: Martin Jewelers

SCOTCH PLAINS: Beautiful Things

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COM

SPONSORED BY MERCK & CO., INC.

This program is made possible in part by funds from the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The 14th season of
professional classes in the performing
arts with the Westfield Young Artists’
Cooperative Theatre (WYACT) is un-
derway at Centennial High School on
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

WYACT Artistic Director Cynthia
Meryl invited The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times to
attend some of the classes and observe the
techniques and exercises used to advance
and mold beginners, intermediate and
advanced performing artists into dyna-
mos ready for any Broadway stage.

Last Tuesday afternoon, eight- to 10-
year-old boys and girls attended their sec-
ond Beginners 1 Acting class with new
drama teacher John Gorscak. According
to Meryl, three of the seven students had
participated in the class last year.

Meryl explained that the youngsters,
who were seated in a circle with
Gorscak, were honing their listening
skills through specific exercises. For
example, without using words, each
child had to illustrate or pantomime an
activity they were familiar with and
pass it on to the child next to them.

“Show us, don’t tell us,” Gorscak
reminded them.

Next, the students individually left
the circle to demonstrate another ac-
tivity without words, such as flipping
pancakes or jumping rope.

“For the first half of the semester, we
work on technique, but in the second
half after Christmas, we will work on
text,” said Meryl.

With only four minutes remaining be-
fore the students went home, Gorscak had
the students run to one end of Centennial’s
gymnasium and prepare to portray a cer-
tain animal with specific emotions.

“Now, run to the other side of the
room and be a really angry tiger,” he
bellowed. The students growled and raised
their hands like paws with sharpened
claws. Next, they played slithering snakes,
happy kangaroos and sad kittens. Gorscak
took on the persona of a rabbit being
chased by the students who transformed
themselves into a pack of wolves.

Beginners 1 Acting students
Haniyyah, Michaela, two pupils named
Emily, Leonidas, Justin and Madison

told The Leader/
Times that they
learned valuable
lessons from the
afternoon’s activi-
ties: to pay atten-
tion to everything
going on around
them, to be loud,
follow directions
and focus.

Gorscak said
that it was impor-
tant for the stu-
dents to be able to
relate specific ac-
tivities to each
other in order to
reach a comfort
level with themselves and their peers.

Meryl watched students attending Mu-
sical Theatre 2 and Ballet classes stream into
Centennial like a mother hen, checking off
attendance sheets and fielding concerns
from parents about children feeling under
the weather.

Ballet students changed into leotards
and warmed up their feet before taking to
the ballet barre, where they would heed
directions from Heather Bialiy.

“Third, fourth and fifth position,”
instructed Bialiy. “Grand plie, demi
plie, grande plie, arms up.”

Following the directions without
peering in the classroom mirror was
quite a challenge, the students noticed.
However, they rose to the occasion.

“Can anyone tell me what a tendu
is?” quizzed Bialiy.

The pupils eagerly noted the impor-
tance of pointing their feet, keeping both
of the legs straight and their heels forward.

Down the hall, angelic voices flowed
from Meryl’s Musical Theatre class,
where students scurried to the center of
the gym to take their positions and
learn from the Broadway veteran.

“Why do we have to breathe cor-
rectly?” she asked them after they
stretched their heads and necks through
a series of counted exercises.

“In order to sing correctly, we need
to support sound. The better the breath-
ing, the better the vibration and the
better the sound,” she stressed.

In one exercise, Meryl had the stu-
dents exhale, take a breath and throw

their voices as they said, “Hi, mom!”
“Okay, our goal for today is to get our

songs on tape, practice our group song
and start choreographing,” said Meryl.

The students rushed to the piano,
leafing through pages of Gershwin tunes
they had selected for their solos. But,
before the solos could begin, there was
considerable work to be done. Voices
had to be warmed up.

“Feet on the floor at the edge of your
seats,” she said. On the note of C,
Meryl told the pupils, “Let the air in,
we’re not going to push it, but remem-

ber to depend on your diaphram when
you are singing. We’re not going to
belt out our voices, keep it light.”

Like Julie Andrews’ character in The
Sound of Music teaching the von Trapp
children their scales, Meryl led her
students in a warm up exercise, “Many
mumbling mice are making midnight
music in the moonlight, mighty nice.”
Faster and faster the music came and
the pupils kept up like champions,
polishing their diction and pitch.

Soon, the students’ voices were
warmed up adequately enough for solo
practice.

“Remember, I can’t work the song if
you don’t know it. Class is not the
place to learn the song, but to work the
song. That’s why we put it on tape,”
said Meryl. “And, remember to listen
to the lyrics so you can learn how to
sing it dramatically and physically.”

Students chose Gershwin classics
such as “Let’s Call the Whole Thing
Off” and “Someone to Watch Over
Me” for their solos, bringing tape re-
corders and tapes for future practice
work.

According to Meryl, the WYACT
classes are designed to prepare young
performers for auditions and profes-
sional stage. She would like to see her
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield Art
Association’s (WAA) “Art in Westfield”
Sidewalk Show and Sale of Original
Fine Art will be held in downtown
Westfield on Saturday, October 9, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The rain date is
Saturday, October 16.

Member and non-member artists
from throughout the area will exhibit
their latest paintings, sculpture,
printmaking and photography.

The show is co-sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) and the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (WACC).

Artist Valeri Larko, Director of the
Tomasulo Gallery at Union County
College, will judge the biannual show
of original fine art. All exhibited origi-
nal fine artwork, regardless of medium
and genre, will be eligible for the 15
awards totaling $1,600 which will be
bestowed as follows: four Awards of

Excellence, $150 each; four Awards of
Merit, $100 each; six Honorable Men-
tion, $50 Westfield Gift Coins do-
nated by the WACC.

A favorite feature of the Sidewalk
Art Show is the Westfield Scene Pur-
chase Award of up to $300, which
selected work will become part of the
permanent art collection of the DWC.

During the afternoon, Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg’s Alphorn Ensemble, the
Rick Langmaack Quartet and the
Westfield Community Band will pro-
vide live music.

Additional scheduled activities in-
clude demonstrations, a caricaturist
and “Chips” the clown for the young-
sters.

The show is open to the public and
is handicapped-accessible. Admission
is free. For further information, please
call the DWC (908) 789-9444 or the
WACC (908) 233-3021.
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — While renovation and
expansion of the New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts (NJCVA) continues at their
building at 68 Elm Street in Summit,
the gallery and administrative offices
have been relocated downtown, at the
Enterprise Building, 34-36 Maple Street.

It is here that
NJSVA has opened
its season with “First
Look 2004: Emerg-
ing Artist Series,” an
exhibit spotlighting
the artworks of new
artists Alyce
Gottesman, Eric
Jiaju Lee and Lily
Prince.

“We are pleased to present this inau-
gural exhibit in our new Emerging
Artist Series,” commented Mari
D’Alessandro, NJCVA Exhibitions
Coordinator, who conceived the idea
of such a program.

“The series introduces the works of
promising, but under-recognized, artists
working in a variety of media,” she said.

D’Alessandro reviewed the work of
many budding artists and selected
Prince’s ethereal images of the “Cumu-
lus” series first. Lee and Gottesman’s
art was selected to complement Prince’s
work. The contrasting styles and tech-
niques of all three artists impart to the
viewer a range of artistic experiences.

In examining the spectrum of color

in the exhibit, Lee’s artwork is in the
middle between Prince’s black and
white creations and Gottesman’s bold
and vivid representations.

A Montclair resident, Gottesman
uses a technique called “encaustic,”
which involves mixing paint and bees-
wax, then fixing the blend with heat
to create her art. The result is ener-

getic abstraction.
Prince, who hails

from Stone Ridge,
N.Y., transforms
soot from a burning
candle into black vel-
vet, then applies fin-
gerprints to give the
black and white ef-
fects of clouds.

Queens resi-
dent, Lee’s work combines Eastern and
Western traditions to express the hu-
man condition in relation to nature. He
uses canvas, satin, silk and taffeta to
create the effect.

The exhibit is a three-artist view of
color, texture, painting and drawing,
according to D’Alessandro.

“First Look 2004: Emerging Artists
Series” will be on display through
Sunday, November 7, at the tempo-
rary gallery site, 34-36 Maple Street,
Summit, from Monday to Saturday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursdays until 9
p.m. and Sundays from 12 to 4 p.m.

For more information, please con-
tact the NJCVA at (908) 273-9121 or
visit www.njcva.org.

“Cumulus 1” by Lily Prince“Cumulus 1” by Lily Prince“Cumulus 1” by Lily Prince“Cumulus 1” by Lily Prince“Cumulus 1” by Lily Prince
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – On
Wednesday, October 6, at 7 p.m.,
Scotch Plains Public Library will wel-
come Blairstown resident
Cathy Bao Bean, the au-
thor of “Chopsticks-Fork
Principle: A Memoir and
Manual.”

As a child growing up
in the only Chinese fam-
ily in Teaneck, faced with
the strangeness and hard-
ship of living in a new
culture, Bean discovered
strength and purpose in
her multicultural heritage,
according to Library Di-
rector Meg Kolaya.

In recounting her own story, Bean
counsels others, “No need to choose
between cultures – draw the best from
them all!”

In her newly adopted country, the
author experienced the transition from
bi-cultural child to multicultural

mother, wife, carpool
driver, educational con-
sultant, philosophy
teacher, aerobics instruc-
tor, business manager and
more.

“Chops t i ck s -Fork
Principle” illustrates how
ordinary events can raise
extraordinary questions.

Admission to this pre-
sentation is free and no
pre-registration is re-
quired. Copies of “Chop-

sticks-Fork Principle” will be available
for purchase.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue. For more information, please
call (908) 322-5007.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Increasing medi-
cal discovery for diseases plaguing
society has been the motivation be-
hind The Doctornaut Act composed
by Westfield resident and author Dr.
Stephen DeFelice.

The founder of the Foundation
for Innovation in Medicine (FIM),
DeFelice has been working since
1976 to speed up the ever-slowing
machine that could, instead be
churning to produce methods of
disease prevention.

The Doctornauts Act would al-
low physicians to volunteer for Phase
II (early clinical research) while su-
pervised by their colleagues. Similar

to an astronaut making strides in
space exploration, a Doctornaut
would have less constriction in medi-
cal discovery research.

According to Dr. DeFelice, pas-
sage of the act would enable “rapid
acceleration of medical discovery
followed by reduced morbidity and
reduced rate of mortality from dis-
ease, timely application of innova-
tive medical therapies to clinical prac-
tice and reduced healthcare costs.”

“We have made so many strides in
technology that are not being utilized.
How do we increase medical discov-

ery?” said DeFelice in a recent inter-
view with The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“There is a huge reservoir of mod-
ern technology that can attack dis-
ease now. But, we need a system to
make these new therapies happen,”
said DeFelice.

Food & Drug Administration
(FDA) litigation lawyers, bioethi-
cists and doctors have been busier
taking a back seat in bringing about
cures for diseases, opined DeFelice,
allowing their fears to impede
progress.

However, one man stepped up to
the plate and has lent his support to
DeFelice’s crusade. Before Senator
Bill Frist became Majority Leader,

the good doctor presented his case
and the politician’s eyes lit up.

“No one else was biting,” said
DeFelice.

Frist, the only medical doctor in
the Senate, conducted clinical re-
search as a young doctor and, ac-
cording to DeFelice, “appreciates the
importance of the complicated pro-
cess of medical discovery.” Addition-
ally, DeFelice’s Doctornaut Act mir-
rors Senator Frist’s goal “to speed
new medical therapies from the
bench of the laboratory scientists to
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – Non-profit New Jer-

sey Center for Visual Arts (NJCVA)
is preparing for the fall 2004 semes-
ter beginning on Monday, October
4, for most classes and workshops.

Classes and workshops are offered
in all the major areas of the visual arts
and are designed for all ages and
degrees of expertise, beginners and
professionals alike.

The curriculum includes semester
10-week long courses in drawing, paint-
ing, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture
and jewelry, as well as one to three day
workshop intensives. The semester will
run through Sunday, December 12.

Walk-in registration will be held
today, Thursday, September 30, and
Friday, October 1, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Saturday, October 2, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at NJCVA at 68 Elm
Street. Students may view the 2004
catalogue online at www.njcva.org
where they may print out a registration
form, which may be mailed or faxed in.
Unfortunately, to secure registration,
phone registration is not accepted.

Age-specific children’s classes, cre-

ated specifically to support children’s
artistic developments, cover a variety
of mediums including ceramics, paint-
ing, drawing and collage. New offer-
ings this semester include “Create in
Clay” with Marqueritte Brennan suit-
able for children eight to 11 and
“Multi-Media for Kids” with Kara
Solu, which offers children eight to
12 a supportive environment to ex-
plore several different mediums.

Open Studios are available for
NJCVA members and non-mem-
bers, or any artist seeking to work
independently in a professional en-
vironment without an instructor.

Open Studios are scheduled through-
out the week for pottery/sculpture, jew-
elry and photography. Each Open Stu-
dio session is 2.5 hours and is $10 for
members and $15 for non-members
and the general public. A discounted
ticket book is available to NJCVA mem-
bers in the Registrar’s Office.

For additional information and to
view a complete class, workshop and
open studio schedule, please visit
www.njcva.org or call (908) 273-9121.
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