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Special Ed. Students
At EIS Score Below
National  Standards

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Students at all schools in the
Westfield School District scored at or
above federally mandated bench-
marks in all but one area in tests
administered during the 2003-2004
school year, according to a report
heard by the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation at its meeting on Tuesday.

Standardized testing now occurs as
part of the No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB), a piece of federal legisla-
tion signed into law by President
George W. Bush on January 8. One of
the most controversial facets of the
act calls for individual school dis-
tricts to be held accountable for the
test scores of their students.

The act mandates Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) in test scores. By 2014,
it will be required that all students in
every school district in the country
achieve 100 percent proficiency.
Within the AYP guidelines in NCLB,
there are benchmarks that must be
reached by different student groups,
including different racial and ethnic
groups, economically disadvantaged
students, students with learning dis-
abilities, and students with limited
proficiency in speaking English.

Each of these groups must achieve
average scores that meet or exceed
state standards. If the average score
of a particular group of students comes
in at below required levels, the school
can be deemed “deficient” and is sub-
ject to pre-set ramifications if im-
provements are not made.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley criticized NCLB as an
“encroachment of federal power on
what is a state function.”

Westfield High School (WHS) jun-
iors took the High School Proficiency
Assessment (HSPA) in spring of this
year. The HSPA is used to measure
students’ aptitudes in both language arts
and mathematics. Students are required
to attain a passing score in order to
graduate. Of Westfield students tested,
99.7 percent achieved proficiency on the
language arts portion of the test. Of those
students, 38 percent fell into the highest
category of Advanced Proficient.

The high-scoring trend continued
into the mathematics portion of the
test, where 98.3 percent of Westfield
students achieved proficiency, and a
further 59.2 percent of those students
received advanced proficiency.

The district’s eighth grade students
took the Grade Eight Proficiency Test
(GEPA) this spring. Unlike the HSPA,
the GEPA adds a science section to the
already-established language arts and
mathematics sections. The science
scores are not taken into account under
federal mandates. Of students tested,
99.5 percent achieved proficiency in
language arts and 90.5 percent achieved
proficiency in mathematics.

Of those students, 19.6 percent of
students at Edison Intermediate School
(EIS) achieved advanced proficiency
in language arts, and 21.5 percent of
their counterparts at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School (RIS) did as well.

DWC Briefly Discusses Parking;
Façade Grants Presented to Stores

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Monday night’s monthly meet-
ing of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), members of
WeCARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development)
were in attendance, but were not
permitted to speak. Although “Up-
date on Parking” was contained on
the agenda and a time frame of 25
minutes was allotted to the item,
the parking issue was only briefly
discussed.

Alan DeRose, Chairman of
the DWC, began the update by
stating that the on street parking
would be raised from 50 to 75
cents per meter per hour. He
stated that there would also be
an increase in the cost of com-
muter permits. He briefly men-
tioned that Mayor Greg
McDermott had asked for a
$50,000 contribution from the
DWC to help fund the deck. He
concluded by saying he feels
“the deck would make money in
year one.”

When Mr. DeRose asked for
additional comments from the
board, Joe Spector stated that he
had “nothing to say at the mo-
ment” and “would save his com-
ments for the execution session,”
which is closed to the public and
the press.

After the meeting, but prior to
the executive session, residents
questioned Mr. DeRose on the
guidelines regarding what can
be discussed during closed ses-

sions. The Open Public Meetings Act
states that discussions in closed ses-
sions are limited to pending litiga-
tion, personnel matters or contract
negotiations. Since the parking issue
does not fall into any of these catego-
ries, the residents felt it should be
discussed only in open session.

Mr. DeRose concurred with this
assessment and assured those in at-
tendance that that subject would not

be discussed during the closed execu-
tive session.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
told The Westfield Leader that the
closed session was held to discuss the
salary of Courtney Nemic.

“As for the comment made by (Mr.)
Spector during the open meeting,
when it was brought up during the
closed session, Mr. Spector was ad-
monished by Chairman DeRose not

to discuss issues in closed session
that should be discussed in the open
board meeting,” Mrs. Cronin told
The Leader.

In other news, Mrs. Cronin an-
nounced that the DWC is working
very closely with the Department
of Transportation (DOT) on the Rt.
28 South Avenue Project. The DOT
accepted the DWC’s recommenda-
tion to install the iron decorative

fencing around the sidewalks on
the underpass, as well as the bricks
being used in the project. She
also stated that the sidewalks in
front of G.O. Kellers and along
the North Avenue corridor in front
of the firehouse have also been
replaced using the 2x2 and 4x4
style recommended.

The board also discussed sepa-
rating signage and awning, and
facade renovations on the bud-
get to be able to increase grants
for more extensive renovations.
Ms. Cronin said, “Some appli-
cants need more than the $2,000
grant and warrant that.” Pres-
ently, business owners can apply
for up to $2,000 or half of their
facade renovation in grants from
the DWC. The design commit-
tee would like to increase the
amount for those businesses or
building owners who are willing
to do more. Specifically Made-
moiselle and Bovella’s were dis-
cussed. It was said that if these
stores were willing to move for-
ward with the DWC’s sugges-
tions for façade renovations the

Prospect Street Ward Project
Crosses Second Threshold

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Monday night, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board brought the Ward Project
one step closer to fruition when it granted
the Town Council’s request to review
the proposed ordinance that would al-
low its construction.

The board was asked to look for
inconsistencies between the ordi-
nance and the current Master Plan.
Current zoning in Westfield’s Central

Business District, where the structure
would be built if approved, does not
allow for residential property on the
ground level, which the Ward Project
proposes. Therefore, an amended or-
dinance is necessary in order for zon-
ing to allow construction.

Blaine Brancheau, the Town Plan-
ner, presented the project to the Plan-
ning Board, and began by describing
the architecture of the proposed struc-
ture, which would be located on Pros-
pect Street where the old Statistical
Research now stands vacant.

The Ward Project was described as
“upscale.” It is planned as a four-
story structure of about 35 units, each
unit well into the six-digit realm in
cost. Not only will these units be
marketed towards “seniors” (aged 55
and up), but it also appears now that
the building may be age-restricted to
buyers of this age bracket. Also, a
parking garage for residents will be
in the basement level of the structure.

Mr. Brancheau mentioned that the
Westfield Town Council approved  a
review by the Planning Board be-
cause the proposed site is “not an area
of high retail activity.”

Mr. Brancheau also read several
passages from the current Master Plan

that expresses a desire for diversifica-
tion of land uses in the Central Business
District and the need for luxury senior
housing in and around that district.

The board then addressed Mr.
Brancheau with questions. Board
member Robert Newell asked a series
of questions regarding the proposed
building’s size, height and appearance,
as the Master Plan does not seem to
allow for a building of such bulk.

Currently, building heights are not
to exceed 40 feet, or 43 feet in the
event that a fourth floor is set back
from the building’s facade in order
that it appear less imposing. Mr.
Brancheau contended that despite
its extra floor, the building would
not be radically different from other
buildings in the Central Business
District.

Compliance with affordable hous-
ing laws came up several times as
well. Considering the cost of each
unit, arrangements may have to be
made to accommodate these laws.

Board member William Cariste
warned that height restrictions should
be heeded. He noted that trying to
“cram” four floors into a 40 to 43 foot
space, and subsequently lowering in-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS…Robert Newell, Chairman of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation’s (DWC) Design Committee, presents a rendering of a suggested
façade renovation at Monday night’s meeting as Parking Director John Morgan and
DWC Executive Director Sherry Cronin look on.

Palatucci of WF Considers Top GOP
Post Following Kyrillos’ Resignation

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The New Jersey Republican Party
will be getting a new leader after the
Presidential election. State Republican
Chairman Joseph Kyrillos, who has led
the party the past three years, will be
stepping down in mid
to late November.

William Palatucci,
rumored to be among
those under consid-
eration for chairman,
has said he is not a
candidate at this time.
Mr. Palatucci, a
Westfield resident,
worked on the cam-
paigns of President
Ronald Reagan,
President George
H.W. Bush, the re-
election of Governor
Thomas H. Kean and
for the current Presi-
dent Bush’s campaign.

Mr. Kyrillos, a Middletown resi-
dent, represents the state 13th legisla-
tive district in the State Senate, which
includes Monmouth and Middlesex
counties. He was appointed GOP
Chairman in February 2001 by then-
Acting Governor Donald DiFrancesco
to replace Chuck Haytaian following
Mr. Haytaian’s resignation. Senator
Kyrillos was elected to a full term in
June 2001 and reelected in 2003.

The state’s 42 committee members,
one man and one woman from each of
New Jersey’s 21 counties, will meet on
November 15 to choose a successor.
The new chairman will complete Sena-
tor Kyrillos’ term, which expires next
June. Union County is represented on
the committee by Betty Cox of Summit
and Robert Cockren of Westfield.

When reached Monday, Senator
Kyrillos told The Westfield Leader
that he has indicated to party leaders
his decision to step down after the

Presidential election. He intends to
continue serving in the State Senate.

In the meantime, Senator Kyrillos is
working on helping President Bush in
his efforts to capture New Jersey’s 15
electoral votes. He noted that the race
between President Bush and U.S. Sena-

tor John Kerry in New
Jersey “is a much
closer race than people
thought.”

“It’s been a pretty
wild ride,” said Sena-
tor Kyrillos of his time
as chairman.

During his tenure
he saw elected offi-
cials and candidates
for elected office from
both political parties
drop out of campaigns
for the U.S. Senate
and Governor over
ethical questions. One
candidate even went

to prison.
Senator Kyrillos’ term finishes as

Governor McGreevey leaves office
following an admission to a homo-
sexual affair with an aide.

“Governor McGreevey and his team
really failed the people of this state,”
said Senator Kyrillos.

During his reign, the party lost the
governor’s mansion and the majority
in the Assembly in 2001 and the co-
majority in the Senate last year.

Despite all the negative news com-
ing out of Trenton, the Senator said the
Republican Committee is “keeping our
eye on the ball” by focusing on winning
New Jersey for President Bush while
returning New Jersey’s six incumbent
Republican Congressmen to office.

Mr. Palatucci, the Republican
Committee’s Finance Chairman for
the past three years, said although he is
“thinking about” pursuing the
chairman’s post he is not actively cam-
paigning for the position. Chairman

terms run for two years. The winner of
the GOP June 2005 Gubernatorial Pri-
mary will have a lot of say on who will
be the chairman through 2007.

“I am not actively campaigning for
state chairman,” said Mr. Palatucci,
noting that, “It is an important deci-
sion for the party.”

“While I am flattered by the people
who have called to see me become the
state chairman, I am still talking to
party leaders around the state to see if
it is something I should contemplate,”
Mr. Palatucci told The Westfield Leader.

Looking ahead to next year’s
Governor’s race, he said given the “com-
bination of McGreevey’s scandal and
the ballooning state budget, voters will
want to make a change (in the
Governor’s office) next November.”

Mr. Palatucci noted that a strong
candidate at the top of the Republican
ticket next year would help the GOP
in its efforts to regain the majority in
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD’S BRAVEST ON THE JOB…On Tuesday night at 616-618 Ster-
ling Place in Westfield there was a two-alarm fire in a four family duplex. 22
Westfield Fire Fighters responded to a heavy fire condition with fire extending to
the third floor and roofline. Occupants where alerted by smoke detectors and
safely exited the building before the police and fire department arrived. There
was a total of 13 adults displaced by the fire, of which 11 were relocated by the
Westfield Mountainside Red Cross. One fire fighter received an injury to the eye
and was transported to Overlook Hospital where he was treated and released.
Westfield Fire Department received cover from the Cranford Fire Department
and the Mountainside Fire Department.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WORKING THEIR WAY DOWN...Workman continue working their way down
North Avenue replacing the sidewalks in front of the North Avenue Fire Depart-
ment. The trucks were moved to the back of the building as their front entrane is
inaccesible.

Westfield Resident Pleads With Town Council
To Stop Violence Among Teens in Downtown

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council briefly
previewed the agenda for next
Tuesday’s public meeting and moved
into closed session to discuss Temple
Emanu-El versus Town of Westfield,
Jorgensen versus Town of Westfield,
fire department contract negotiations
and New Street.

Temple Emanu-El has appealed the

decision of the Board of Adjustment
to deny their application to construct
a parking lot adjacent to their build-
ing on East Broad Street.

Deborah Jorgensen, a town em-
ployee, is suing the town and Parking
Director John Morgan alleging sexual
harassment.

The town council may table an
application to demolish a home at
231 Benson Place. Town Attorney

Robert Cockren said that the applica-
tion should be tabled if the time to
appeal the planning board’s decision
on the subdivision had not lapsed yet.

The council will have before them
resolutions to demolish homes at 132
Harrow Road, 727 Girard Avenue
and 1037 Coolidge Street, as well as
a detached garage at 226 West Dudley
Avenue.

Fourth Ward Councilman

Lawrence Goldman said that he be-
lieves a house on Wickom Drive may
have been torn down before the coun-
cil approved it. Town Engineer Ken-
neth Marsh will look into the situa-
tion.

Resident Eric Zachary addressed
the council saying that his 15-year-
old son was assaulted last week be-
hind Starbucks. It is suspected that
the assailant is not a resident of
Westfield.

Mr. Zachary said that the council
needs to pass an anti-loitering or cur-
few law to prevent this type of vio-
lence from occurring.

“We’ve got a real problem here,”
Mr. Zachary told the council. “Sorry,
but not in my town.”

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that he has spoken with the chief of
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POSTER GIRLS RETURN…Teaming up again, Westfield ladies have orga-
nized the 2nd annual SMAsquerade charity to benefit FightSMA (Spinal
Muscular Atrophy) with funding for SMA research and development. The event
will be held on Saturday, October 16, at Echo Lake Country Club. For tickets,
please RSVP to fightsma@hotmail.com. Pictured, left to right, are: Mary Jane
Prybylski, Kim Rhodes, Margaret Kuehn, Maureen Higgins, Lisa Simcox and
Nancy Murray.
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Let the 
Hayrides Begin!

Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 
Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Our Fall Festival begins this weekend. 
Saturday and Sundays we will have our 
pumpkin picking, ponyrides, hayrides, and our 
haunted house.  Bring in a can of food for our 
food drive and receive a FREE hayride. 

New for this year...we have expanded our 
Maze, we are now selling Fresh Cider and 
Apples, and have added Spin-art to the fun 
mix.

Don’t forget we have plenty of low carb 
Mums and Pansies to add to the garden. And 
please excuse the silliness of the “Hay” pun.
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Only

Free Hayride
with Can of Food
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Only
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with Can of Food

David

‘the last straw’

WilliamsHay...

Win $500! 

At Williams Nursery’s
Scarecrow Competition

Visit www.williams-nursery.com
or stop in for Rules and entry form

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
On two occasions, unknown per-

sons stole 30 pieces of various types of
bread that had been delivered to an
Elm Street business. The bread was
valued at $38.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Diana Shannon, 35, of Brooklyn,

N.Y. was arrested in the 600 block of
North Avenue, West, and was charged
with shoplifting $189.88 worth of
children’s merchandise from a store
within that block. She was released
with a summons.

Pancake Breakfast Will
Support Troops at Armory

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to attend a Pancake Breakfast on
Saturday, October 16, between 7 a.m.
and noon at the Westfield Armory in
Westfield. The breakfast is to raise funds
to assist the National Guard and their
families.

Many of the troops are sole provid-
ers for their families, and the income
they receive on active duty often does
not make up for the income lost. All
proceeds from the breakfast will be
donated to the NJ National Guard State
Family Readiness Council and Family
Assistance Center, which helps fami-
lies of the guard who have been called
to active duty.

Tickets are available for $6 each at
several locations in the Westfield area,
including Lancaster’s, Baron’s Drugs,
The Leader Store, Kings Supermarket
of Garwood and at the Armory on the
morning of the event.

Persons or businesses wishing to vol-
unteer time, make cash donations or
contribute food, supplies, utensils, pa-
per goods etc.; should contact Chris
Sands by telephone at (908) 272-2748.

This event is being organized and spon-
sored by the 117th Cavalry Associa-
tion, American Legion Post No. 3, At-
las Pythagoras Lodge No. 10 F&A
Masons, Caring Hearts from Home,
Knights of Columbus, Council 1711,
Lions Club of New Jersey, District 16E
and the Women’s Club of Westfield.
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Special Ed. Students at EIS
Score Below Nat’l  Standards

DWC would consider granting
$5,000 this year and $5,000 next
year.

Mr. DeRose suggested a time line
on facade projects once they are ap-
proved in order to not “tie-up money”
that has been earmarked for particular
projects that are sometimes put on
hold. The revisal of the grant approval
process will be discussed in more de-
tail and a decision will be made with
some board member stating that larger
financial incentives will entice more
extensive renovations.

Facade grants were approved for
four downtown businesses.

The Chocalate Bar, Austin Pho-
tography, The Brick Oven and Is-
land Trading Co. will all be receiv-
ing grants in varying amounts.

FestiFall will be held rain or shine
on Sunday, September 26. Other up-
coming events include Railroad Sale
Days on Saturday and Sunday, Octo-
ber 2-3, the Art in Westfield Sidewalk
Show and Sale on October 9 and
Trick-or-Treat downtown on October
30. The entire month of October will
be slated as Addams Family Month.

The next meeting of the DWC will
be Monday, October 18, 7:30 p.m. at
their office located at 105 Elm Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC Briefly Discusses Parking;
Façade Grants Given to Stores
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Prospect Street Ward Project
Crosses Second Threshold

However, only 55.1 percent of the
special education students at EIS
achieved marks showing proficiency,
which is below the federally man-
dated benchmark of 58 percent. As a
result, EIS will be added to the nation’s
growing list of “academically defi-
cient” schools.

Dr. Foley noted the frequency with
which schools all over the country are
being deemed deficient, saying, “If
they continue with the current plan,
every school may end up on the list.”

Should the school’s scores not rise
after this year’s tests, the district will
be forced to offer tutoring programs
to all EIS students. Dr. Foley ex-
pressed optimism at the prospect of
being over AYP for the 2004-2005
school year, stating that “there is a
segment of the population that is not
that far away” from passing.

Students in the district’s fourth
grade classes took the New Jersey
Assessment of Skills and Knowledge
this spring and performed admirably,
with 98.6 percent of students achiev-
ing proficiency in language arts and
96.9 percent achieving proficiency in
mathematics.

Dr. Foley also presented the board
with an updated version of the 2004-
2007 District Technology Plan, which
he called “a document that will con-
tinue to change.” The plan will be
used to guide the district’s opera-
tions, instructional, and professional
uses of various forms of technology
over the next three years.

Dr. Foley said he is still seeking a
suitable applicant for the position of

Director of Instructional Technology,
who would be the classroom-oriented
counterpart to Hal Johnson, the
district’s recently appointed Chief
Technology Officer.

The board also heard a brief state-
ment from Westfield resident Sharon
Stockwell, who approached the board
regarding the possibility of safety is-
sues related to the Westfield Town
Council’s proposed parking deck. Mrs.
Stockwell specifically focused on the
effects of increased local traffic on
students walking to and from school.

When she asked the board for an
opinion on the matter and the pro-
posed parking deck in general, Board
President Anne Riegel responded, “It
is not our realm to discuss parking
issues in town.”

The board’s next public meeting
will take place on Tuesday, October
5. It will hear a presentation on the
effect of recent state legislation that
lowers the amount a school district’s
budget can increase each year.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE  

COLONIAL WITH GOLF COURSE VIEWS 
This immaculate and updated 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath Colonial 

on a quiet Westfield cul-de-sac boasts views of Echo Lake’s 

golf course, a new Eat-in Kitchen with adjoining Family 

Room, formal Living and Dining Rooms, Recroom, new 

Master Bath and hardwood floors.        Offered for $675,000 

PRISTINE NORTHSIDE COLONIAL 

Charming 3 Bedroom Colonial in the College Estates section 

of Cranford boasting a formal Dining Room and Living 

Room with fireplace and hardwood floors, updated eat-in 

Kitchen, first floor Laundry, new Powder Room, finished 

Recreation Room and more!                 Offered for $450,000 

PREMIER LOCATION ON 1/3 ACRE 

Situated on one of Westfield’s most sought after streets, this 

charming Colonial home boasts 4 bedrooms & 2.1 baths.  It’s 

spacious design offers large formal rooms with a  fireplace, 

updated eat-in Kitchen, 9 foot box beam ceilings, hardwood 

floors and natural chestnut moldings.     Offered for $875,000 

SOUTHSIDE CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION 

Pristine and spacious Colonial home on a quiet cul-de-sac in 

Scotch Plains .  Updates include a gourmet eat-in Kitchen 

with top of the line appliances, first floor Laundry and Family 

Rooms, finished basement & large formal rooms underlain by 

newly finished hardwood floors.             Offered for $899,900 

SPACIOUS STONEHENGE GEM 

Spacious and pristine is the custom Westfield home with all 

the amenities.  The extensive renovation includes a gourmet 

Eat-in Kitchen, hardwood floors, luxurious Master Bedroom 

Suite with private bath, 1/3 acre of landscaped yard and much 

more!  (WSF0386)                                  Offered for $899,900 

CUSTOM GARDENS COTTAGE 

This completely renovated Cottage style home is nestled in 

The Gardens section of Westfield. This fine home exemplifies 

quality craftsmanship and magnificent appointments that 

represent the ideal combination of classic detail and modern 

luxury. (WSF 0386)                           Offered for $1.5 Million 

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HOP ON THE BUS...Union County unveiled a new commercial encouraging
residents to “hop on the bus” for education. The ad tells residents about the
Freeholder Scholars Program and Senior Scholars which provides free educa-
tional opportunities to county residents.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Palatucci
the General Assembly. The State Sen-
ate is not up for reelection until 2007.
Democrats currently control both
houses of the legislature as well as the
Governor’s mansion.

police and that other parents also
want to get involved with this prob-
lem. He said that the town is “doing
everything we can.”

According to First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana, after the closed
session the Building and Town Prop-
erty Committee reported to the coun-
cil that Town Planner Blais Brancheau
has been working on a pilot study in
the RS-6 zone that would curb over
development.

Councilman Caruana told The
Westfield Leader that the new stan-
dards cannot be applied across town
universally and that requirements may
be rolled out by zone as they are
completed.

“It’s going to take a tremendous
amount of time and effort,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council

terior ceiling levels could lower prop-
erty value. Mr. Cariste, however, ex-
pressed his enthusiasm about the pro-
posal as a whole.

Mr. Newell, although he questioned
Mr. Brancheau on a number of con-
sistency issues, later remarked that
he thinks there are “terrific things”
about the Ward Project, and that he
would like to see other areas of the
Central Business District similarly
developed.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh also
commented positively about the pro-
posal.

Public participation was fairly lim-
ited on Monday night; five audience
members elected to address the
board.

Sharon Stockwell, a Nelson Place
resident, remarked that the Ward
Project is an example of “responsible
development.” Mrs. Stockwell, who
happens to live in the surrounding
neighborhood that would be affected
by the building’s construction, said
that developers had already met with
community members, and that the
community is in full support of the
project.

All members of the public that
spoke expressed their support of the
project. Several noted that the build-
ing would provide a good transition
between the Central Business Dis-
trict and surrounding residential ar-
eas. Citizens also expressed that the
proposed absence of ground-floor

retail is much more appealing to
potential buyers.

Given the good reception of the
proposal, the Planning Board moved
to notify the Westfield Town Coun-
cil that there are several inconsis-
tencies between the ordinance and
the Master Plan that must be dealt
with in order to ensure progression
to the construction stage, and au-
thorize Mr. Brancheau to draft an
amendment to the Master Plan. All
board members voted yes on both
movements.

James Ward, one of the develop-
ers, remarked that the session was
“very positive.” Mr. Ward said that
citizens have responded
amicably towards the proposal be-
cause “once it’s constructed it will
fulfill a need for something smaller
and more luxurious.”

Mr. Ward also noted that because
the housing is aimed at seniors, new
residents would not place any burden
on the school system. He reported
having received 150 letters of sup-
port and says he has not heard any
opposition.

Mr. Brancheau agreed that mat-
ters appeared to be progressing
smoothly, although he believes that
the building’s height will remain a
“big issue.” When asked if there
was any foreseeable opposition to
the Ward Project, he responded,
“you can never tell. I would never
try to predict anything.”


