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Campaign Release - Scotch Plains GOP

Reelect Martin Marks for Mayor
Reelect Paulette Coronato for Council

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil has begun the process that could
bring a senior center to Scotch Plains.
The center would serve as a meeting
site for local senior groups and could
also serve as an indoor recreation facil-
ity that would serve the youth of the
community. Existing buildings have
been evaluated for purchase and reno-
vation and the council will also enter-
tain the option of designing and build-
ing a new facility on township property.

Mayor Martin Marks stated, “The
fastest growing segment of our popu-
lation is our seniors. We have made
some tremendous strides recently with
the purchase of a new senior bus and
renovations at the Scotch Hills club
house where our senior groups meet.
I believe now is the time to seriously
consider establishing a community
center and give back to our senior
residents who in large part are re-
sponsible for making Scotch Plains
what it is today.”

Mayor Marks continued, “If we can
find an appropriate site with enough
space, we can potentially create a cen-
ter that could also serve as an indoor
recreation facility to serve the youth of
the community on a year round basis.
We might be able to relocate our De-
partment of Parks and Recreation of-
fices to the new facility which would
free up some space at our Municipal

Community, Senior
Center Is Proposed

Building.”
The Department of Recreation and

Parks has been given the assignment
of seeking out suitable property and
then planning for the center.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said, “Once we make the final com-
mitment to a new community center,
we will bring in our Senior Citizen
Advisory Committee and representa-
tives from our local senior groups to
help in the planning. We would like to
hear from them as to what kind of
amenities they would like to see. I
envision meeting and card rooms,
exercise rooms, and perhaps an area
for entertainment presentations. As
the mayor said, if we can provide
enough square footage, the center
could also house a gymnasium and
areas for indoor sports.”

Mayor Marks concluded, “As with
any project of such a magnitude, se-
curing the funds for planning, con-
struction, and then operation will be
paramount. We will need to be cre-
ative and seek out county, state, and
federal grant monies and perhaps even
entertain corporate sponsorship in
order to make this dream a reality.
The bottom line is that our seniors are
worth the investment and such a fa-
cility would not only make their qual-
ity of life that much better but would
also enhance the township as a whole.”

Fanwood’s residents, merchants,
downtown property owners, Planning
Board, Mayor and Borough Council
are working together to develop our
downtown. We face many challenges,
but we have made progress this year
and we are moving in the right direc-
tion.

The borough has secured grant
money to support the downtown de-
velopment initiative. We understand
that redevelopment is a priority and
that it is important to incorporate
everyone’s concerns to arrive at a
consensus about how redevelopment
should proceed.

The Fanwood Downtown Advisory
Board surveyed residents for their
opinions. The board met with the
Downtown Business and Professional
Association to get feedback from
merchants and held discussions with
property owners in the redevelop-
ment area.

Now we are inviting the community
at large to participate in a public forum
on the downtown, to be held Thursday,

September 30, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, 74
South Martine Avenue. The mayor,
council and the Advisory Board would
like to update you on our progress and
hear your views on how the downtown
should be revitalized to benefit every-
one in the community.

We believe that the opinions, con-
cerns and ideas expressed at this pub-
lic forum will lead to a downtown
plan that is as fair and equitable as
possible. Please join us at the forum
on September 30 to keep the progress
going.

Please call with any questions:
Katherine Mitchell, Fanwood Bor-
ough Council President, at (908) 322-
9410 or Joseph Higgins, Fanwood
Borough Councilman and Chairman
of the Fanwood Downtown Advisory
Board, at (908) 490-0290.

Councilpersons Mitchell and
Higgins are the Democratic candi-
dates for two Fanwood Borough
Council seats in the Tuesday, No-
vember 2 general election.
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Reelect Kathy Mitchell for Council
Reelect Joseph Higgins for Council

Please Join Us with Your
Opinions, Ideas and Concerns

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL ABOARD...Train Conductor Christopher Cotty sizes up the Westfield
Train Station last Friday in preparation for the nostalgic Steam Train Ride to be
held for the public on October 2 and 3. Pictured above, left to right, are: Trainman
Bobby Charkowsky of Cranford and Conductor Cotty of Rahway.

It’s ‘All Aboard’ For Nostalgic
Steam Engine Train Ride

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially written  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Christopher Cotty, a 1978 graduate
of Westfield High School will return
to his hometown on Saturday, Octo-
ber 2, and Sunday, October 3, on a
steam train. He will be the conductor
on the steam train that will be provid-
ing fun and nostalgic rides for every-
one in the family along the Raritan
Valley Line from Westfield to North
Branch and return. Trains will depart
each day from Westfield at 9:25 a.m.,
12:25 and 3:25 p.m.

Mr. Cotty invites everyone, “All
Aboard.” Enjoy a trip on the scenic
rail line from beautiful Westfield
through the countryside of Middlesex
and Somerset Counties to North
Branch and return. The train will be
pulled by Steam Locomotive No. 142
and will consist of vintage cars and a
functioning diner car.

Mr. Cotty told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that this steam locomotive was built to
American standards by China’s
Tangshan Locomotive Works in 1989.
In 1932, the United States supplied
China with blue prints for the steam
engine in order to aid them in construc-
tion of railways. The blue prints were
copied identically, right down to the
American patent markings. He further
noted that this is a good thing for his
society in that spare parts are readily
available. China has 600 such locomo-
tive units in operation today.

When asked by The Leader and The
Times, Mr. Cotty said that his locomo-
tive burns special low emission coal

from a mine in West Virginia. As a result,
they have no environmental emission
issues. Being further questioned about
how the train turns around, he said it
doesn’t. It’s a push-pull haul. A diesel
engine pulls it back to Westfield and the
steam engine chugs it westward. The
train has access for docking at a siding in
Garwood to accommodate the regular
NJTransit traffic on the rail.

The train ride will be the center-
piece of the “Railroad Sales Days” in
Westfield. There will be plenty of
food and vendors in the Westfield
train station parking lot.

The coach cars are from 1950 and at
one time belonged to the Long Island
Railroad. The nine cars feature win-
dows that actually open and passen-
gers will be able to stick their heads
out along the way. The deluxe car was
made in 1949 and features air condi-
tioning. A gift car will also be on the
train for the purchase of souvenirs.

The proceeds from the train ride go
to the New York Susquehana and West-
ern Historical Society, a non-profit or-
ganization based in Rochelle Park. The
580-member organization is dedicated
to preserving the history of the railroad
and operates the steam locomotive. It is
the last running steam engine in the
state. According to Mr. Cotty, most of
the members of the organization are
fulltime railroad employees.

Tickets for a ride in coach are $8 for a
child and $14 for an adult, or in deluxe at
$12 for a child and $18 for an adult. To
purchase tickets and for more informa-
tion, please call (1-877) TRAINRIDE
or visit www.nyswths.org.

A little more than two months ago,
the Union County Freeholder Board
reached a milestone. They are now
spending the taxpayer’s money at a
rate of $1 million per day. I had to
actually stop typing and count the
zeros out loud.

Like a lot of working people in
Union County, I don’t normally deal
with numbers that large. Even when
reading newspaper or magazine ar-
ticles, it is more likely that I would
encounter an abbreviation such as $1M
or $1Mil or even spelled out, “one
million”. Somehow it doesn’t seem to
be quite as much money to say “
$40Mil” rather than $40 million.

To think that this Freeholder Board
has nipped, tucked, added, subtracted
and tweaked the figures to arrive at an
operating budget of about
$366,000,000, is a mind blower to
say the least. Just what are they spend-
ing all of this money on?

In January of 1997, the board came
to be totally under Democratic rule
and has remained that way for the last
seven years. While campaigning then,
these Democratic candidates said that
the Republican majority board the
previous year, should have delivered
a tax-cut in 1996. They apparently
were not satisfied with the “no tax
hike” budget of $276 million they
were inheriting at that time.

What happened between then and
now to bring about a $100 million

increase? Why have they found it
necessary to increase the county tax
levy an average of 10 percent annu-
ally? What has all of this money been
used for? By 1998, the state picked up
the total cost of operating the county
courts. Where is that money now?
Where is the promised savings?

Remember, not included in the $1
million a day is the new Union County
Police Headquarters, the renovation
of the soon to be acquired Union
County Arts Center and the Juvenile
Detention Center. These projects are
being funded through the sale of
bonds, which simply means borrow-
ing money and increasing the debt.
The acquisitions of the Esposito farm
in Clark and the Ponderosa in Scotch
Plains went through the Open Space
Trust Fund, as have other qualifying
pieces of real estate and park im-
provements.

The last three annual operating bud-
gets were over $300 million each,
totaling over a billion dollars. The
team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson want to know “Where’s the
Billion Dollars?”

Please support us in November so
we can answer the question and lo-
cate your missing money.

Visit our website at
Unioncountygop.org or call (908)
789-4200. We welcome your com-
ments.
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By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Freeholders Think Taxpayers
Have Poor Memories

Steve Brozak Asks Mike Ferguson
For Five Debates Throughout District
For more than a month, I have been

asking you to meet me in a series of
five debates throughout the Seventh
Congressional District. I asked for
five debates because I believe the
voters deserve to hear us discuss the
issues important to their daily lives in
several different settings throughout
the district. Sadly, to date you have
only agreed to one debate in the dis-
trict, which I believe is disrespectful
to the voters who want to hear our
views on key issues.

I am sure you agree that this elec-
tion is one of the most critical in our
lifetime. You and I have very real
differences when it comes to man-
agement of the war in Iraq, the
economy, stem cell research and ac-
cess to prescription drugs. Unfortu-
nately, you appear to want to avoid

meeting me in a spirit of bipartisan-
ship to air our respective views be-
fore the very people whose votes we
seek. I am somewhat baffled by your
reluctance to discuss your record in
several public forums, even as you
ask the public to support this record.

Previously, I have offered to travel
anywhere, at any time, to debate you
publicly before any legitimate orga-
nization. I sincerely hope that you
stop avoiding your opponent and the
public and agree to a total of five
debates throughout the district.

Steve Brozak
Democrat Congressional Candidate

Editor’s note: A debate is scheduled
at Raritan Valley Community College
onSunday, October 24, at 3:30 p.m.
Plans will be finalized by Friday.
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