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STATE OF THE STATE…Paul Mulshine, noted columnist for The Star-Ledger,
spoke to the Optimist Club of Westfield at its regular monthly meeting at
Ferraro’s in Westfield. Mr. Mulshine spoke about the current “state of the state”
and how the turmoil in the McGreevey administration, and the governor’s
impending resignation, has affected various aspects of public policy in New
Jersey. Pictured with Mr. Mulshine, center, are: Optimist President Mike Walsh,
left, and Program Chairman Frank Mulvaney. The Optimist Club of Westfield
meets the second Wednesday of each month at Ferraro’s. For more information
about the club, please contact membership chairman Jay Boyle at (908) 654-8093
or Mike Walsh at (908) 654-3144.

Union County Residents
To Receive Military Awards

Westfield Foundation
Announces Nine Grants

TREE TIPS:
Evergreens

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     In autumn some trees take

minor roles as we express awe

at their neighbors’ color extrava-

ganzas.  That is because these

trees do not lose their leaves.

They stay green for years around;

thus they are called evergreens.

     We will give you an answer

for trivia games.  Do evergreens

lose their needles?  Yes.

Suprised?  You should not be.

We named them evergreens be-

cause they never defoliate, not

because they never lose their

needles.  Needles are lost and

then regenerated.  Old needles

drop off, a few at a time, and are

replaced.  Although untrained

eyes never notice, arborists can

know when evergreens are un-

dergoing this “molting” process.

The trees may not appear as thick

as they do when in full leaf.

     White pines experience un-

usually heavy needle casts in

some fall seasons.  Observers

will note, however, that the

branch tips are intact and that the

needles of last year’s growth turn

yellow and delay in falling.  See-

ing this, many homeowners call

tree service firms to come to the PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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aid of their “dying” trees.  Holly

trees go through similar trau-

matic experiences each May

when the preceding year’s

growth  is shed almost in  en-

tirety and then a completely new

series of leaf systems develops

within two weeks.

     Evergreens may not undergo

leaf regeneration every indi-

vidual year.  Depending on the

species, pine trees may lose their

leaves every one, two, three or

four years.  Some needles may

remain for even five years.  Five

years or more are relatively

common lifetimes for those

from spruces, firs and yews.

     Little attention is given by

property owners to the layers of

pine needles that cover the

ground beneath the trees.  The

softness of the pine forest floors,

the fragrances and nutritional

values of the pine needle accu-

mulations, and the protection

they afford to the trees by pre-

venting the ground from drying

and freezing is seldom empha-

sized.  Then, too, an outdoors

carpet of pine needles is as pretty

as a Perian rug.

     In addition to coloring our

world green during the winter

months, evergreens also add dis-

tinctive designs.  Many are

planted in the ground with hopes

they will be pyramidal but with

results that the particular species

so planted have round or flat

tops.

     Evergreens also can contrib-

ute to energy savings.  Planting

them to the west or north of

houses can shelter the properties

from winter winds.  In summer,

these trees also help protect the

homes from the summer sun.  As

with so many ornamental trees,

evergreens provide us with very

practical as well as aesthetic ben-

efits.

     Many centuries ago, in the

cold northern nations of

Scandinavia, evergreen branches

decorated castles and cottages

throughout the long winters.

Their green boughs reminded the

Vikingsthat spring and summer

would come in good season.

American Legion to
Sponsor Car Show

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
American Legion Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3 will sponsor a car, truck
and bike show at the South Avenue
train station parking lot on Sunday,
October 10, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The rain date is Sunday, October 17.

Prizes will be awarded to winning
vehicles that are entered into the show.
Vehicles can be entered for $15.

Super trucks, National Guard ve-
hicles, Union County SWAT team,
bomb squad and HazMat vehicles
will also be on display.

The legion is also recruiting new
members. Anyone who served in ac-
tive duty in any branch of the armed
services is eligible for membership at
the legion. Veterans will be present at
the event and information on becom-
ing a member will be available.

The legion is also seeking licensed
vendors for the event. For informa-
tion on becoming a vendor, please
contact Pat Tighe at (908) 612-6494.

For more information on entering a
vehicle, please call G-Wiz at (908)
789-0849.

AREA – Two special award cer-
emonies will be held on Thursday,
September 30, at the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory located at 500
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

In the morning ceremony at 11
a.m., 45 veterans of World War II,
Korea, Vietnam, Persian Gulf and
operation Enduring Freedom will be
presented with the state’s top military
award – the New Jersey Distinguished
Service Medal (NJ DSM).

In the afternoon ceremony at 1 p.m.,
81 veterans of the Korean War will be
presented with the New Jersey Ko-
rean Service Medal (NJ KSM).

Area residents who will receive the
New Jersey Distinguished Service
Medal included Private 1st Class Fred
Butler of Mountainside, Sergeant An-
thony McLeavey and Staff Sergeant
Walter Teets of Scotch Plains.

Area Korean Service Medals re-
cipients will include Sergeant James
Doherty and Private First Class
Russell Romeo of Westfield; Petty
Officer Third Class Pasquale
Fernicola and Sergeant William Leber
of Mountainside; Sergeant Harold
Hill, Sergeant First Class Henry
Hoffman, Sergeant Joseph
Sanguiliano and Corporal Donald
Wussler of Scotch Plains.

The New Jersey Distinguished Ser-
vice medal was originally issued in
1858 for those who distinguished
themselves in the New Jersey Militia,
but was used infrequently until reau-
thorized by Governor Thomas Kean
in 1988.

After the Spanish American War,
the Mexican Border Expedition and
again after World War I, the State of
New Jersey minted special medals
for returning New Jersey veterans to
honor their service. After World War
II, Korea, Vietnam and subsequent
combat actions no such medal was
available.

The State of New Jersey was look-
ing for an appropriate way to honor
all of these returning combat veterans
and acknowledged the debt the state
owed them for their service. The NJ
DSM was then authorized for that

purpose. It is New Jersey’s highest
military award.

Since its re-authorization in 1988,
more than 25,000 medals have been
awarded to combat veterans from New
Jersey.

Recipients whose service was rec-
ognized by the award of the Bronze
Star, Purple Heart, Air Medal or the
equivalent would receive a New Jer-
sey Distinguished Service medal with
an oak leaf cluster.

To obtain eligibility requirements
for the New Jersey Distinguished
Service Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal or Korean Service Medal, in-
cluding posthumously, send a written
request to NJDMAVA, P.O. Box 340,
Trenton, NJ 08625-0340, Attention:
Kathy Burek or call (609) 530-6939
to request an application.

An e-mail request can be sent to
Roberta.Niedt@njdmava.state.nj.us.

WESTFIELD – At the second quar-
ter meeting of the Westfield Founda-
tion, Trustees approved over $35,000
in grants to nine area programs.

The Interfaith Council for the
Homeless received a grant to pur-
chase new and upgraded computer
equipment to enhance the adminis-
tration of their program.

Funding was provided to the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Association to
construct a permanent memorial to
the late Dr. King, which will be lo-
cated adjacent to the South Avenue
traffic circle.

The Alzheimer’s Association re-
ceived a grant to fund their Caregiver’s
Respite program for local families.

New computer equipment and soft-
ware for the award winning Hi’s Eye
weekly newspaper at Westfield High
School will be purchased thanks to a
grant from the foundation.

ARC of Union County received a
grant to provide art classes and mate-
rials for their clients.

Trustees also approved a grant to a
joint application of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) and
the Westfield Community Center. This
grant provided scholarship funding
for local students to attend the Sum-
mer Workshop program run by the
NJWA.

Funding was once again provided
to Union County College to present
two free college-level classes at the
Westfield Senior Citizen’s Housing
complex through their L.I.F.E. (Learn-
ing Is For Ever) program.

The Rainbow Experience, a multi-
racial, multicultural, intergenerational
community partnership in the per-
forming arts, received funding to con-

struct secure storage for technical
equipment, props and costumes.

Finally, the Westfield Community
Band received support for the print-
ing of their annual yearbook.

The Westfield Foundation was es-
tablished in 1975 to enhance and sup-
port the quality of life of the citizens
of Westfield. The foundation is an
independent, non-profit organization
funded entirely by contributions.
Since its inception, the foundation
has provided over $3 million to local
organizations through its grants pro-
gram.

For more information on the
Westfield Foundation, to make a con-
tribution or establish a fund, please
contact Elizabeth Chance at (908)
233-9787.
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Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

‘Y’ Chess Club Members
Win State Championship

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area Y
Chess Club members Todd Lunna
and Tom Bartell of Colts Neck cap-
tured the state chess championship
over Labor Day weekend at the
Doubletree Hotel in Somerset by
scoring five of six points.

During a meeting of the New
Jersey State Chess Federation on
September 11, the titles of New
Jersey State Chess Co-Champions
were awarded to Mr. Lunna and
Mr. Bartell. The win marked the
first state championship title for

both players.
Mr. Lunna and Mr. Bartell are the

current co-champions of the
Westfield Chess Club. The Westfield
Chess Club Championship will be
held on Sundays, October 3, 10, 17
and 24, at the Westfield Area “Y.”
This event is for club members only.

For information about this United
States Chess Federation event, please
call Mr. Lunna at (732) 946-7379.
He teaches three classes at the
Westfield Area Y, located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield.

 

Hiking, Cycling Events
Offered to Community

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities that combine
wholesome recreation and physical
fitness. Most events take place in
central and northern New Jersey.
Membership dues are $10 per year.

For a complimentary six-month
schedule, please call (908) 527-4900.
Individuals are also invited to visit
w w w. n y n j t c . o r g / c l u b p a g e s /
uchc.html.

MS Council to Create
Enforcement Position

By KIMBLERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Upon their second readings, three
ordinances were unanimously passed
Tuesday evening at the Mountainside
monthly council meeting.

Ordinance 1075 amends the
Mountainside’s code regarding build-
ing and housing which establishes the
requirement of a survey when con-
structing a new foundation for all build-
ings within the borough. Ordinance
1076 will amend salary ranges for all
non-union municipal employees.

Ordinance 1077 is set to increase
all non-moving traffic violations
within the borough by $3. Council-
man, Keith Turner noted that the state
has mandated that the borough make
the increase.

Also during the meeting, members
of Mountainside’s governing body
introduced three new ordinances that
were unanimously passed during their
first reading.

Ordinance 1078 appoints the posi-
tion of an “enforcement officer” who
will be working in conjunction with
the borough’s zoning officer to help
enforce property maintenance within
the borough.

Ordinance 1079 amends the
borough’s rules regarding the over-
night parking of commercial vehicles.
The ordinance now stipulates that the
prohibition of commercial vehicles
parked at private residences would be
restricted from 10 p.m. until 6 a.m.

Ordinance 1980 prohibits parking
on Woodacres Drive Mondays
through Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
from the intersection at Pembrook
Road to the intersection at Meeting
House Lane.

In other business, Mayor Robert
Viglianti along with members of the
council passed a resolution to award
Jenicar Builders paving improve-
ments on Locust Avenue and Mohawk
Drive for the amount of $165,069.10.
In addition, the company will be also
making paving improvements on Or-
chard Road for the amount if
$229,119.05.

In other business, Councilman
Turner read a brief report regarding
the recreation department. He re-
ported that this past summer there
were 493 Mountainside families that
belonged to the pool as opposed to
478 from last year. He also noted that
during the past tennis season there
were 167 tennis badges dispersed to
residents and that during the month
of August there were 158 visits to the
Senior Fitness Room.

Also, he stated that 298 children
were currently enrolled in the fall
soccer program.

Finally, members of the council
and the mayor authorized the bor-
ough to participate in the leaf dis-
posal program at the Union County
Conservation Center.

The next council meeting will be
held on Tuesday, October 11 at 8 p.m.


