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One-Way Toll Implemented
To Reduce Parkway Traffic

PIZZA AND POLITICS…Dozens of Fanwood Democrats gathered on Septem-
ber 9 at the Sun Tavern to support the campaign of Borough Council President
Kathy Mitchell and her running mate, Councilman Joe Higgins, who are candi-
dates in the Tuesday, November 2,  general election. Ms. Mitchell is seeking her
third term on the council and Mr. Higgins is seeking his first full term. Pictured,
left to right, are: Councilwoman Donna Dolce, Mr.  Higgins, Mayor Colleen Mahr,
Ms. Mitchell and Councilman Jack Molenaar. For more information about the
Fanwood Democrats, please call Bill Populus at (908) 789-7577.

CHAMBER
MUSIC
SERIES

invites you to a FREE CONCERT
celebrating our 25th Anniversary

RUTH LAREDO, pianist

Internationally acclaimed pianist RUTH LAREDO will present a program 
including Beethoven, Schumann, Rachmaninoff, Debussy, Ravel and de Falla

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2004, 7:30 P.M.
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad Street, Westfield

We look forward to greeting you at this special concert.

Send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to Mostly Music, 155
E. 76th St., Apt. 2B, New York, NY 10021, with your request
for tickets, no later than October 7. Limit two tickets per request. 

INFORMATION: 973-762-0108

AREA – The demolition of the
Asbury Park South Toll Plaza has
begun as part of the One-Way Tolls
program of the State of New Jersey as
initiated by the governor.

The plan went in effect on Sep-
tember 12 to eliminate tolls at the
Raritan North and Asbury Park South
Toll Plazas. The tolls at Raritan South
and Asbury Park North to 70 will be
fitted with Express E-ZPass. This
phase will be completed by next
Memorial Day.

“One-way tolling is one of the most
significant efforts ever undertaken to
fight traffic and congestion in New
Jersey and it is already working,” said
Governor James McGreevey.

Drivers will be able to travel more
than 40 miles on the Parkway without
encountering a toll barrier. E-ZPass
customers will be able to travel 74
miles without slowing down by using
Express E-ZPass at the Toms River,
Asbury Park and Raritan plazas.

The projects are geared to alleviate
congestion by eliminating tollbooths
in one direction. Motorists will pay
double the toll in one direction and
there will be no tolls in the other
direction. Several of the lanes will be
closed while the work ensues over the
next couple of months.

Last month, the governor approved
expansion of the One-Way Tolls pro-
gram to include the Union South Toll
Plaza on the Garden State Parkway.
Motorists can expect to see the new
tolls go into effect in the spring of

2005, with the physical toll barriers
being eliminated by July 1, 2005.

Additionally, the state is exploring
the possibility of expanding the pro-
gram to include the Essex and
Barnegat Toll Plazas. A feasibility
report is due by Friday, October 15.

By implementing One-Way Tolls
at Raritan and Asbury Park, the New
Jersey Turnpike, which operates the
Garden State Parkway, expects to save
more than $2 million annually in E-
ZPass transaction costs by cutting the
number of transactions in half with
the removal of the two toll plazas.

Raritan and Asbury Park were se-
lected for the initial plan based on a
study conducted by the NJ Turnpike
Authority that determined the loca-
tions were ideal based on daily traffic
patterns and roadway geometry.

Approximately 72 percent of all
Asbury Park traffic travels through
the Raritan Plaza, while 39 percent of
the Raritan traffic travels through the
Asbury Park Plaza. Therefore, out of
the roughly 42,000 E-ZPass custom-
ers who pass through the Asbury Park
Toll Plaza going northbound on any
given weekday, 31,000 also pass
through the Raritan Plaza.

Since October of 2002, Express E-
ZPass has become operational at In-
terchange One and Interchange 18W
on the New Jersey Turnpike, the
Pascack Valley Toll Plaza on the Gar-
den State Parkway and the
Pleasantville Toll Plaza on the Atlan-
tic City Expressway.

Candidate Campaign Release – County DEM

Democrat Freeholder Team
Supports Education Options
COUNTY – Over the last five years,

Union County’s Democrat leadership
has fought for better services, new
educational initiatives and stronger
public safety.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, Free-
holder John Wohlrab, Bette Jane
Kowalski and Plainfield Councilman
Adrian Mapp now seek to continue
this tradition as they run for seats on
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, which sets the direc-
tion and policies of county govern-
ment.

“We fought to ensure that families
are safer and better served by their
county government,” said Freeholder
Sullivan, a former Elizabeth School
Board member. “We turned county
government into a force for real
change in families’ lives - from schol-
arship programs through Union
County College to expanded services
to seniors and veterans, to a prescrip-
tion drug program that can save fami-
lies hundreds of dollars, to enhanced
homeland security in our communi-
ties.”

Democrats on the Freeholder Board
developed initiatives that train hun-
dreds of K-12 teachers each year in
computers and technology so they
can bring new ideas into their class-
rooms. Located on the campus of the
county’s Vocational-Technical
Schools, this program has helped
teachers in every one of the county’s
23 school districts.

Under Democrat leadership, this
program was expanded this year to
offer computer training services to
businesses throughout the county,
helping both businesses and workers.

“Education is the key to better op-
portunities and personal growth. It’s
the best investment we can make in
ourselves and our community,” said
Freeholder Wohlrab, a Linden resi-
dent. “So we developed initiatives
that help people of all ages develop
their potential.”

Hundreds of middle-income resi-
dents have had the opportunity to
attend Union County College with-
out cost with the Freeholder Scholars
initiative, which was developed un-
der the board’s Democrat leadership.
To give high school students a better
understanding of the college environ-
ment, the Democrat Freeholder Board
developed the College for Teens ini-
tiative, which gives hundreds of pu-
pils the chance to take courses that
utilize the college’s classrooms, fac-
ulty, labs, library and computers for
several weeks in the summer.

“Since education is not just for
young people, Union County Demo-
crats also developed the Senior Schol-
ars initiative,” said Kowalski, a
Cranford resident. The initiative has

provided more than 5,000 seniors with
the opportunity to attend courses at
Union County College at no charge.
Courses range from popular com-
puter classes to the arts, health and
fitness.

“Union County is in a unique posi-
tion, with access to the metropolitan
region, the largest port on the east
coast, and major transportation cen-
ters and large pharmaceutical and
service industry centers here,” said
Councilman Mapp,  a Plainfield resi-
dent. “Strong education and job train-
ing programs, like the ones imple-
mented by the Democrat candidates
for freeholder, are key to attracting
and retaining those high-tech, well-
paying jobs in this area.”

County TV Commercial to
Feature Education Programs

AREA — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders unveiled a new
television commercial advertising the
“lifetime learning” program at county
educational institutions — “Union
County College and the Union County
Vocational Technical School.”

 The 30-second commercial will
run on cable TV systems and features
the Scholars program, Senior Schol-
ars, College for Teens, the new Voca-
tional Technical School building and
a link for information at
www.ucnj.org/ed.

“These days, it is hard to find any
Union County resident who isn’t
touched by these educational offer-
ings in some way as a student, parent,
employer, taxpayer or combination
of these,” said Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. “By almost any mea-
sure, education is one of the public’s
top concerns.”

The Scholars Program is for county
students who have attained academic

success in high school and will un-
dertake two years of college in pur-
suit of an associate’s degree. Since
2000, 565 county students have re-
ceived a free education at Union
County College through this program.
Eligible students may take courses
toward an associate’s degree that they
can use to get a better job or to pursue
a degree at a four-year college or
university.

The College For Teens Program
was developed in 2002 for students
in grades nine through 12. This pro-
gram gives youth the opportunity to
explore and research a variety of
careers in science, technology and
business while experiencing life on
a college campus. Approximately
326 students have taken advantage
of the free program since its incep-
tion.

Courses were organized into four
basic areas: science, computer graph-
ics and design, technology and finance.
Students also received recreation time
and courses in leadership, time man-
agement and conflict resolution.

The commercial also mentions the
new $14 million academic building
for the Vocational-Technical School
District’s new full-time high school
program. The academic building will
be home to the district’s four-year,
fulltime Union County Vocational-
Technical High School.

The new building totals 70,000
square feet and includes 16 class-
rooms, computer and science labora-
tories, a multipurpose auditorium and
a gymnasium. The building is ex-
pected to serve 600 full-time students
in grades nine-12.

Codey Urges State
Takeover of Cty.

Prosecutors’ Offices
NEWARK — Senate President

Richard Codey, soon to be Acting
Governor of New Jersey, joined with
officials from Essex, Camden,
Hudson, and Mercer counties on Sep-
tember 15 to urge the permanent state
takeover of county prosecutor’s of-
fices in those counties.

“We’ve been through this before
when the State took over the court
and welfare systems, so we know it
works,” said Senate President Rich-
ard Codey. “In fact, we all know that
lowering county costs provides real
local tax relief. County taxpayers
shouldn’t have to keep funding an
office their elected representatives
don’t even control.”

Senator Codey has sponsored leg-
islation for permanent state takeover
of county prosecutors’ offices and
helped secure $8 million appropri-
ated in this year’s budget to provide
relief for the prosecutor’s offices in
the four New Jersey counties with the
most need—Camden, Essex, Hudson,
and Mercer Counties.

These four counties were selected
as pilot counties due to their dense
populations and unique law enforce-
ment concerns, such as securing trans-
portation hubs in Essex County, which
place a higher burden on taxpayers in
the counties due to the cost of funding
their respective prosecutor’s office.

“I’ve sponsored legislation to en-
sure a complete takeover of the of-
fices happens, and I will be working
with Assemblyman Payne to get a
permanent takeover bill enacted into
law,” said Senator Codey. “I know the
state has some serious budget con-
cerns right now, but I hope that we
can ultimately do this thing right and
do it all the way.
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WESTFIELD — The 2nd an-
nual SMAsquerade is set for Sat-
urday, October 16 at 7 p.m. at Echo
Lake Country Club.

Last year’s event was SMAshing,
and this year’s promises to be even
better! Please make your reserva-
tions now. RSVP by September 30
by e-mailing
fightsma@hotmail.com.

www.Patricksbuddiesfightsma.com
contains additional information.

SMAsquerade!

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET


