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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — The Metro
Rhythm Chorus (MRC), a female a
cappella ensemble based in Cranford,
was recently awarded a HEART (His-
tory, Education, Art — Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

A chapter of the Sweet Adelines In-
ternational, MRC is a nonprofit orga-
nization with approximately 45 mem-
bers.

The grant was awarded for vocal and
choreographic coaching, according to
MRC Grants Coordinator and

choreography with energy,” said MRC
Director Jo Lund.

The HEART Grant also allowed
MRC to be coached in voice by Lisbet
Kline of Pennsylvania. She has coached
the group in the past and taught the
members techniques such as lifting held
vowels and singing with vocal energy,
believability and resonance.

MRC members come from through-
out the state, with several singers hail-
ing from Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

Scotch Plains resident Janet
Manfredonia is a charter member of
MRC and has been a member of Sweet

Fanwood resident Virginia Dariani,
who authored the grant.

Two Michigan choreographers, Barb
Mattis and Judy Herrick recently con-
ducted an all day choreography session
for MRC as well as trained MRC cho-
reographer, Carol Lee Meglaughlin and
her assistant Joanne D’Alessio.

“Barb and Judy have done a super
job. They have brought us to the next
level in the showmanship area, which is
becoming the character, looking in-
volved and animated, and doing the

Adelines for 26 years.
“I watched a performance of a Sweet

Adeline’s chapter at a local women’s
club many years ago and I got ‘hooked
then and there,” she explained.

“MRC offers women an opportu-
nity to do something for themselves.
This hobby, singing for the love of it,
keeps us on an even keel, and I almost
always leave rehearsals feeling refreshed
and glad that I belong to this group,”
she continued, adding that MRC mem-
bers have a good sense of camaraderie
and have formed friendships that have
lasted for many years.

MRC entertains at nursing homes,
libraries, hospitals, and street fairs in
the Cranford, Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Plainfield and Westfield areas. The
group also sang at First Night Westfield
during the Millennium New Year’s Eve
celebration. They also help fund schol-
arships for seniors attending Cranford
and Westfield high schools, who are
pursuing music careers.

In keeping with the Sweet Adeline
International mission statement, which
requires members to educate as well as
perform, MRC hopes that ultimately,
the HEART Grant will lead to in-
creased involvement in the commu-
nity.

MRC rehearses at the First Presbyte-
rian Church on the corner of Miln and
Springfield Avenues in Cranford on
Wednesday nights at 8 p.m.

“We offer all women who have a love
of singing an opportunity to partici-
pate in singing with us,” said
Manfredonia.

Sometime in October, the group will
begin practicing for their Christmas
performance slated for Sunday, No-
vember 28.

All interested female singers are in-
vited to attend any rehearsal. For more
information, please contact Jo Lund at
jolund@optonline.net.

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield is celebrating its 70th
anniversary and you are invited to
participate in raffles for huge bas-
kets of books (fiction, nonfiction,
young adult and children’s), as well
as a signed copy of WWWWWestfield: Aestfield: Aestfield: Aestfield: Aestfield: A
Celebration of CommunityCelebration of CommunityCelebration of CommunityCelebration of CommunityCelebration of Community..... Ev-
ery purchase entitles customers to
a raffle entry. If you are photo-
graphed in that book, stop in and
sign a special copy that they will be
raffling off to a lucky winner on
Saturday, September 25. From 2
to 4 p.m., come in for your own
copy of the book signed by pho-
tographer Walter Choroszewski.

* * * * * * *
Latin dancing is hot, and you can

learn it at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) on Central New Jer-
sey if you sign up for the nine-session
course, from September 28 to No-
vember 16. The Tuesday night classes
will meet from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and
you can attend solo or with a partner.
You’ll emerge feeling confident with
your Rumba, Salsa, and Cha Cha.
The fee is $135 for members, and
$155 for non-members. The JCC is
located at 1391 Central Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-8800 or
visit www.jccnj.org.

* * * * * * *
The 10th B10th B10th B10th B10th Biennial Giennial Giennial Giennial Giennial Geraldineeraldineeraldineeraldineeraldine

R. DR. DR. DR. DR. Dodge Podge Podge Podge Podge Poetroetroetroetroetry Fy Fy Fy Fy Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal will
take place at Duke Farms in
Hillsborough, from Thursday,
September 30, to Sunday, October
3. The largest poetry event in North
America is expected to attract over
20,000 poets and poetry devotees
for reading and events. Hear the
works of poet laureates and Pulitzer
Prize-winning poets, including
Joyce Carol Oates, along with mu-
sic from the Paul Winter Consort
and other artists, some accompany-
ing the readings. Tickets are avail-
able by calling (866) 548-3378 or
visiting www.telecharge.com, and
are available for one day or the
entire festival. Tickets will not be
available at Duke Farms until open-
ing day. Tour the magnificent gar-
dens while you’re there.

* * * * * * *
Yoko Ono and The Montclair

Center will present “““““When I’When I’When I’When I’When I’m Sm Sm Sm Sm Sixtyixtyixtyixtyixty
FFFFFourourourourour,”,”,”,”,” celebrating 64 years of
Lennon legend, from Friday to Sun-
day, September 24 to 26, at the site
of the former Screening Zone, 550
Bloomfield Avenue, in Montclair.
The exhibit will feature over 100 of
Lennon’s original drawings from
1964 through the year of his tragic
death in 1980. It’s a lot closer than
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Museum in Cleveland. There’s a $2
suggested donation. For show infor-
mation, please call (888) 278-1969.

Get
Outta
The

House
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Watching Cellular, yet another sus-
pense yarn made possible by the reli-
ably problematic incursion of modern
technology, the film fan may be wont
to think of Hitchcock. It’s too bad,
though, that the thought isn’t to com-
pare director David Ellis with the Mas-
ter. But rather, to speculate how good
this thriller might have been with Hitch
(I always called him Hitch) at the reins.
It’s just the sort of thing he could have
squeezed for all its suspense, precisely
the venue to make a dry social observa-
tion or two.

This isn’t to say that Ellis doesn’t do
a pretty nice job of perching us at seat’s
edge for most of his scintillating roller-
coaster ride. That is, once he finds the
right groove for his film. It takes a while
to spool-up. In fact, the slowness with
which Cellular works its way from
curious, tastefully unfunny parody to
bona fide action drama makes it the
rare exception.

It’s usually the other way around.
Too many pictures gifted with a good
premise show promise during the first
half hour, only to fizzle when it be-
comes shamefully apparent that there’s
nothing much else there. So the impa-
tient mystery devotee who might oth-
erwise waltz out during this movie’s
first miasmic minutes should be clued
in. The advice is, don’t boogie. The
going gets good.

Pardon the slight segue, but this
points out the film critic’s role as scout.
You go to the movie and sit through
Cellular’s early exposition, wherein a
host of beautiful young folks at the
beach relentlessly banters in a barrage
of sexual innuendo and devil-may-care
arrogance. Then Chris Evans as Ryan,
presumably the most handsome and
free-spirited of them all, learns first
hand what we movie buffs mean when
we speak of the common man thrust
into uncommon circumstances.

Problem is, even after the apathetic
Ryan (just ask disaffected Chloe, the
object of his affection) gets an urgent
plea for help on his cell phone from an
unknown kidnap victim, the earlier,
Saturday night at the Cineplex mood
lingers. It’s a mite uncomfortable. But
remember, you’re the film critic as scout.

So you stick it out. Lo and behold,
when Ryan has the good sense to bring
his pleading cell phone to a police
station where Detective Mooney is
counting the minutes before a much-
anticipated retirement, things change.
The film critic as scout can now go
back to the fort and report that Will-
iam H. Macy, that consummate char-
acter actor, quickly anchors the sus-
pense.

In just a few lines we know Macy’s
Mooney is a good cop. So he’s a cliché.
But in the best tradition, mind you. So,
it only follows that, after a career of
serving and protecting, the nice guy
just wants to run a beauty salon (“day
spa,” he regularly corrects) with his
wife and sail off into the sunset. But
you know as well as I that he’s not
getting away that easy. Because if any-
one has enough of a sixth sense to sort
through the puzzle that Cellular poses,
it’s Mooney.

But it takes a bit more to make a
movie. So the surprise is that, in his
heroic attempt to help Kim Basinger’s

horrified abductee at the other end of
the line (or is it at the other end of the
radio waves?), young Evans’ Ryan
proves quite the juggernaut himself.
And in a bit of obvious product place-
ment sure to please the fantasy in us
all, the cool dude commandeers a
Porsche Carrera from a snide, unhip
attorney who really didn’t deserve such
a bad ride anyway. Rick Hoffman is
funny as the annoying legal dork.

Working the other side of the coin,
Jason Statham is appropriately hateful
as Greer, the head kidnapper. We sus-
pect the bum’s sadistic bent no doubt
factored heavily in his choice of voca-
tion. What a brute. What we don’t
know is why, aside from this evil streak,
he’s kidnapped pretty Jessica Martin,
convincingly played by Basinger.

But we figure she’s on the up and up,
just an innocent victim. I mean, she
lives in this regal stone house in
Brentwood and has enough disposable
income to drive a Cayenne, thanks
again to Porsche’s marketing depart-
ment. Yet she nonetheless toils devot-
edly as a science teacher at the high
school. Naah, this lady’s strictly class,
or so it seems.

But what about her husband? They
want to know where he is, or else. And
that ‘or else’ includes her adolescent
son (Adam Taylor Gordon).

Now, a little bit more about that
science teacher thing, just in case you’re
wondering why screenwriter Chris
Morgan makes such a point of it. Aside
from the character identification it af-
fords, it also explains how Jessica is able
to call out for help. You see, after Greer
viciously tosses her into a makeshift
attic dungeon, he insanely attacks the
phone therein with an axe. The psy-
chopath couldn’t just disconnect it.
Well, shame on him…he hasn’t quite
killed it.

So, here’s what you do if you’re Jes-
sica. It’s the perfect way to idle away the
time while waiting to find out if the
kidnappers are going to murder you
and your family. See if you can actually
make a working phone out of the vari-
ous bits and pieces on the floor and
then ring for help.

The film relies on several other leaps
of faith from its audience. But the one
it’s riding on most is Evans as the self-
absorbed slacker turned daredevil,
sleuth and humanitarian. Why, even if
he just maneuvered through L.A. traf-
fic the way he does he’d be entitled to a
medal.

Yet he goes us one better and be-
comes the consummate guardian angel
and unflagging nemesis of very bad
men. Wild stretch of the imagination
aside, we identify, even if only in a
summertime movie sort of way.
Remember…it isn’t Hitchcock. The
humor is brash. Despite the fairly de-
cent cat and mouse gambit filmmaker
Ellis eventually puts in motion, the
accent is on chase scenes and shootouts.

Still, you can’t help but wonder how
you’d answer the gumption testing
wake-up call that Cellular so gamely
transmits in Ryan’s direction.

* * * * * * *
Cellular, rated PG-13, is a New Line

Cinema release directed by David Ellis
and stars Kim Basinger, Chris Evans and
William H. Macy. Running time: 94
minutes.

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Westfield resident
Jon Peterson knows a thing or two
about art. His passion is ceramics,
though pottery has become an interest
of late. He owns a kiln and a pottery
wheel and also draws and sketches in
pen and ink. Several of his sculptures
sit in his garden and he is a fulltime
employee of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York City, where he
works as an Operating Engineer.

“He is a Jack of all Trades,” ex-
claimed his wife, Janna Sage Peterson,
an artist herself. “He is incredibly sup-
portive and very humble.”

Peterson, a member of the Westfield
Art Association (WAA) and the New
Jersey Pottery Guild, met his future
wife while studying at San Diego State.
Prior to studying art in California,
Peterson earned a degree in biology
and held several interesting jobs be-
fore settling in Westfield.

The Colonia native is indeed very
modest when speaking about his work.
It is evident that Peterson sees art as a

gift, not as a means to make oneself
famous.

“Going into this career for the money
is the wrong approach,” he told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Several of his pieces have been featured
at the Trailside Museum in Mountainside,
and this coming October, he will share a
table with Janna at the WAA Art in
Westfield Sidewalk Show & Sale on Sat-
urday, October 9, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
in downtown Westfield.

Roughly a dozen of his pieces will be
shown at the upcoming sale, along
with the work of his wife and fellow
artist.

Peterson values artists and credits many
for his inspiration, though Picasso and
Henry Moore are two of his favorites.

His advice to aspiring artists is to
“Do what you enjoy. And never ap-
proach art from the ‘How much money
can I make’ standpoint.”

Peterson is clearly a talented artist.
However, after briefly speaking with
his wife, it is also evident that he is a
compassionate and wonderful man.

For more information on Jon
Peterson, please visit the New Jersey
Pottery Guild Website at
www.pottersguildnj.org or contact Jon
directly at JPTwice@msn.com.

Photo Courtesy of Jon Peterson
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD -- Addiction. It can
be a powerful force. Just ask Fanwood
residents David Neal and wife
Stephanie Simons Neal who both
confess to being addicted to theater.

“We all do it (theater) because we
love it,” said David of his intrigue
with theater. “It is a major time com-
mitment to be in a show, so you’d
better love it!”

The 36-year-old held a double ma-
jor of theater and public relations
from New York University when he
was younger. “Marketing is what I do
by day to pay the bills,” while theater
is something he said he and his wife
just can’t give up.

“We met at a real job, fell in love
and discovered that we each do the-
ater in our own way,” he said. “Some-
times we’re lucky enough to be in the
same show.”

Currently, David and Stephanie,
who moved to Fanwood in March of
2000, are involved with The Laramie
Project at the Circle Players Com-
munity Theater in Piscataway. While
he is on stage playing nine key roles,
his wife is backstage making certain
that everything is going as planned.

“She’s organized when it comes to
stage-managing,” he said.

“You have to be organized,” said
Stephanie of the job.

“I like to think of it as ‘grace under
pressure’,” she explained. “The stage
manager can’t panic.”

“It’s the director’s show for the
weeks of rehearsal; then it becomes
mine,” she continued. “The pressure
is on me to make certain that props
are where they are supposed to be
when they are supposed to be there.”

And she admits to carrying a panic
bag of sorts with a sewing kit, flash-
lights, batteries and all sorts of other
materials just to be ready to avert that
last minute disaster.

“The Laramie Project is a power-
ful piece,” said David of their cur-
rent theater involvement.

“Director Jon Heron has a vision
for it. The words are so meaningful
and we want it to hit home,” he
explained. “The story is told through
the eyes of the people — in mono-
logues — and although Fanwood is
far from being Wyoming, we want to
engage people to think, ‘How would
I act?’ in this situation. It’s pretty
heavy stuff.”

The substance of the play is the
nationally reported assault and death
of Matthew Shepard and how the
town reacted to the media and its
coverage of the situation.

The Circle Players’ playhouse it-
self is unique in that it is a theater in
the round with roughly 85 seats.

“So there is a sense of intimacy set
up immediately,” said the actor.
Among the roles he assumes are
Rulon Stacey, the Chief Executive
Officer of the Poudre Valley Hospi-
tal who announced the progress and
death of Shepard, Father Roger
Schmit, an outspoken Catholic priest
who helped pull the community to-
gether in holding a vigil for Shepard
and Greg Pierotti, a member of the
Tectonic Theater Project which vis-
ited Laramie, Wyo. to research a play
the group is writing about how the
Shepard assault changed the town.

Through his participation in this
show, David said he would like to
not only get people to think about
those who are different from them,
but to have a tolerance and compas-
sion. He said about theater generally
and The Laramie Project specifically,
“We’d like to think we have an im-
pact on people.”

Final performances of The Laramie
Project will be held on Friday and
Saturday, October 1 and 2. For tick-
ets and directions to the theater, please
call (732) 968-7555.
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Westfield Art
Association

Saturday, October 9
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Raindate October 16)

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD

Westfield Art Association

908-232-7058

Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce

908-233-3021

Downtown Westfield Corporation

908-789-9444
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