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SPF Lady Raiders Shutdown
Soccer Blue Devil Girls, 2-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

WEISBROD NETS GAME’S 1ST GOAL

Soccer Raiders Silence
Linden Lady Tigers, 4-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bringing with you that winning men-
tality for 80 minutes can make the
difference in a soccer game. That’s
what the (2-0-1) Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ soccer team
did by shooting off 42 shots to earn a, 4-
0 victory over the Linden Tigers in
Scotch Plains on September 15.

The defense-minded Raiders did
what they had to do by limiting the
listless Tigers to 10 shots. Sopho-
more keeper Lauren Mains did the
rest by making four saves. Lauren
Weisbrod packed power behind her
shots and hit the first goal. Tri-cap-
tain forward Jenna Balestriere was
accurate with a headshot, junior
midfielder Allie Hambleton scored
off a header and Kelly Rigano slid in
a shot from eight-yards out.

“In the first, half we played pretty
much on one side of the field,” said
Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing.
“We calmed down a little in the sec-
ond half and played better. We had a
lot more give and goes, attacked more
and played smarter by using both
sides of the field. We need a little
more maturity, be a little more patient
and understand the game better. De-
fensively, I don’t think we’re as sharp
right now as we were last year, so I do
see a need for improvement there.
Hopefully that will come along with
the season.”

In the first half, the lone Raider
goal came as a result of a finely ex-
ecuted skill play involving midfielder
Weisbrod who patiently outmaneu-
vered a defender, charged forward
and drilled the ball 18 yards into the
net at the 18:55 mark.

As to the second half, the Raider

defensive forces choked off the Tiger
attack to a mere six shots while the
Raider offense launched a wild and
furious attack putting Tiger goalie
Ann Mularz to the test.

“Defensively, we have a great
team,” said Balestriere. “We have
experience with (Lauren) Perrotta,
our captain, Carly Wells, Allie Zazzali
our sweeper, Lisa Carmada and
Bridget Cornwall. They’re all just
awesome.”

Balestriere took charge first and
connected on a header from a cross
into the box at the 24:53 mark to give
the Raiders a, 2-0 lead. With 12:49 on
the clock, junior midfielder Rigano
set up the goal by lifting a corner kick
where Hambleton, stationed in front
of the net, bashed a header past the
keeper. Later, Rigano put the Tiger
keeper to the test once again, forcing
her to scramble to her right when she
ripped a vicious shot inside the right
side of the mound.

“Last year we lost to them twice, so
we were really came out pumped up
and wanted to beat them bad,” ex-
plained team tri-captain Perrotta. “We
played in their half for most of the
game, attempted to get the ball to the
corners so we could get our crosses
off so we could blast in as many balls
as possible.”
Linden 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 3 4

we just could not play their type of
game.”

The Raiders got it going early when
junior midfielder Kelly Rigano rock-
eted a corner shot to Hambleton near
the box. Hambleton’s header found
the left portion of the net.

“She lofted a real nice one and I
guess I kind of jumped up and got my
head on the ball,” Hambleton ex-
plained.

The bulk of the game took place
around midfield; however, both teams
did breakaway on a few occasions
and launched an adequate amount of
shots on goal. Late in the first half,
Bencivengo entered the game, raced
30 yards on a breakaway and lifted a
right-footed shot that plunged into
the right corner of the net.

“Allie (Hambleton) hit the ball out
and I broke free on the loose ball,” said
Bencivengo. “I saw the goalie coming
and I just kept going. She saw me, tried
to kick it, but she came up wrong and
I kicked it off the miss. I was really
happy and excited for the team.”

The Blue Devils had many scoring

opportunities in the second half but
did not finish the job.

“We play real hard during practice,
but here today, we didn’t do what we
were supposed to do. We just didn’t
present it,” said senior forward Danni
Fried.

Describing the loss, Blue Devil
Head Coach Katie Egan said, “I hate
to have it come to having two goals
scored on us before we start to im-
prove. Our biggest strength is putting
the ball on the ground and we start
passing. Once we do that, that’s when
the opportunities come. Defensively,
we played very, very solid. It’s still
early in the season and we’re still
working things out in the middle of
the field, which is tough to deal with,
particularly with Alison Bridgman
getting hurt. Scotch Plains came out
ready to go and we took forty minutes
to get warmed up.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 0 2
Westfield 0 0 0

PIRELLA CROSSES FIRST IN JUNIORS

Devil Jr. XC Boys Place First,
SPF Sr. Girls, 1st at Class Meet

The Westfield High School cross-
country boys, with a total of 11, cap-
tured first in the Junior Division of
the New Jersey Catholic Track Con-
ference Bernie Magee Class Meet at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Sep-
tember 18. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior girls won their divi-
sion with a total of 32 and Westfield
placed 12th with a score of 127.

Blue Devil junior Jeff Perrella

crossed first with a time of 17:35,
eight seconds ahead of Dale Taylor of
North Hunterdon. Jay Hoban at 18:06
and Kris Kagan at 18:16, placed fourth
and sixth, respectively.

The Westfield boys placed sixth in
the Senior Division with a 102 total,
13th in the Sophomore Division with
a total of 172 and eighth in the Fresh-
man Division with a total of 243.
Brian Guteri of Union Catholic fin-
ished seventh for the sophomores with
a time of 18:28.

Raider Mary Shashaty finished fifth
for the seniors with a time of 21:31 and
Blue Devil Annie Onishi crossed sev-
enth with a time of 21:49. The Westfield
juniors took sixth with 68 points. Jen-
nifer Danielsson helped the sopho-
mores take seventh with 107 points by
crossing 10th with a time of 22:26.
Rose Driscoll helped the freshmen
take fourth with a 119 total by crossing
10th with a time of 15:31.

WESTFIELD . . . Lovely home in the Indian Forest section of
town.  This charming home boasts four bedrooms, two and
one half beautifully updated baths.  Spacious living room
with vaulted ceiling and woodburning fireplace.  Formal
dining room, updated kitchen and stunning family room.
Tranquil setting on over 1/3 acre.  A great place to call
home.   $875,000 (052009832)

weichert.com

Henry West Built

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Eugene in,
and he’ll bring results!

EUGENE MAURIELLO

High School Girls
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 14:
Union Catholic 10, North Plainfield 0

Amanda Pitts, Lara Kaminski and
Ally Whittle put in two goals apiece
for the 2-0 Vikings. Danielle Chapla,
Jill Roth, Stephanie Arrojado and Jen
Seniszyn scored one goal each.
Governor Livingston 8, Brearley 0

Meredith Talbot fired in four goals
and Dana Ragonese scored two for
the 2-0 Highlanders.

SEPTEMBER 15:
Westfield 2, Cranford 2

Blue Devil Danni Fried scored the
tying goal in the second half and
assisted on Andrea Hollander’s goal
in the first half. Courtney Koeliner
and Gina Malangone scored for the
Cougars.
Union Catholic 2, Piscataway 1

Amanda Pitts netted both goals for
the 3-0 Vikings, Danielle Chapla and
Lara Kaminski each had an assist and
keeper Katie Piotrowski made eight
saves.

SEPTEMBER 17:
Governor Livingston 7, Roselle
Park 0

Chrissie Sidie scored three goals
and Samantha Eick netted two for the
3-0 Highlanders.

SEPTEMBER 20:
Cranford 2, Linden 1

Jen Fitzgerald and Brittany
McGinley scored goal for the Cou-
gars.

NJ Lax Assn. Looking
For HS Lax Officials
The New Jersey Interscholastic

Lacrosse Officials Association will
be holding cadet classes through-
out the state for individuals inter-
ested in becoming high school boys’
lacrosse officials.

Individuals must be at least 18
years of age and prior playing
experience is not necessary. If
interested, please call Mike
Tatch at (973) 366-1744 or
mdtts@optonline.net.

High School Boys
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 14:
Union Catholic 3, North Plainfield 1

Mike Seamon netted two goals and
Danny Rodrigues scored one for the
2-0 Vikings.
Governor Livingston 3, Brearley 0

Anthony Abitante and Zak Januik
combined for eight saves.

SEPTEMBER 15:
Linden 1, Scotch Plains-Fanwood 0

Norbert Sieczkowski sank a pen-
alty kick in the final minute for the
Tigers. Raider goalie Bryan Meredith
made seven saves and Tiger goalie
Gabe Coehlo made 11 saves.

SEPTEMBER 20:
Union 1, Kearny 0

The 2-1-1 Farmers buried the No.
Kardinals when Kevin Molina scored
in the first half.
Linden 4, Cranford 1

The Tigers upped their record to 3-0.

High School Girls
Volleyball Results:

SEPTEMBER 14:
Westfield over East Brunswick, 25-
19, 25-14

Liz Myers notched six kills, three
blocks and an ace while Molly Will-
iams had seven assists and three digs
for the 1-1 Blue Devils.

SEPTEMBER 17:
Union Catholic over Roselle Catho-
lic, 25-13, 25-18

Nicole Palumbo notched seven kills
and had three aces for the 2-0 Vikings
and Courtney Harris added 10 kills.
Joanne Schurtz and Meghan
Conheeney each had nine kills and
Louise Gonzalez had 20 assists.

SEPTEMBER 20:
Union Catholic over Oak Knoll,
25-9, 25-18

Meghan Conheeney had four aces
and a block, Christina Hinkle had
three kills and Courtney Harris had
two kills and an ace for the Vikings.

High School Girls
Tennis Results:

SEPTEMBER 14:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 5, Cranford 0
First singles: Carly Heinz d. Chrissy
Ottmann, 6-2, 6-0
Second singles: Shannon Gomes d.
Mary Brown, 6-0, 6-3
Third singles: Joanna Rosenberg d.
Huong Storti, 6-3, 6-3
First doubles: Cara Hurley and Liza Katz
d. Kim Colello and Kim Ulaky, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Karina Gotliboym and
Courtney Burke d. Kathleen Struthers
and Megan Kuhn, 6-0, 6-1

SEPTEMBER 17:
Westfield 3, Watchung Hills 2
First singles: Nikki Reich (W) d. Chrissy
Principe, 6-1, 6-3
Second singles: Emily Schillee (WH) d.
Michelle Morawski, 6-2, 6-4
Third singles: Alison Schwartz (WH) d.
Lisa Aliche, 6-3, 6-3
First doubles: Lane Maloney and Jes-
sica Bender (W) d. Stacey Gavornik and
Danielle Weiss, 7-5, 6-4
Second doubles: Kim Morawski and
Rachel Louie (W) d. Kelly Graziadel and
Carina Leuenberger, 7-6, 6-1

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO SCOOT THE BALL THROUGH…Raider tri-captain/forward
Jesse Sapienza played with an aggressive appetite and was a key player in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood’s 4-0 victory over Linden.
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Price Upon Request

      eaturing 5 bedrooms, each with its own private bath, this 5,800 sq

ft home quietly reveals its luxury in its fully accessorized gourmet

kitchen, first floor master suite, vaulted family room and children’s

recreation area.

F

       private cul-de-sac is the serene setting for this elegant brick center

hall Colonial on  1 1/2 acres of rolling lawn and woodland in Scotch

Plains.  Built in 1999 for the most discriminating of buyers, the custom

design emphasizes a spacious floorplan with top-of-the-line materials

and old-world craftsmanship.

A

      o experience this relaxed elegance, call either Eileen Burlinson or

Jim Fawcett for a private showing.
T

Secluded Splendor

NIKI FRY

Invite Niki in,
and she’ll bring results!

WESTFIELD OFFICE  /  185 Elm Street  /  908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weichert
Open House: September 26th 1-5 PM

10 CHIPPEWA WAY, CRANFORD

8 Room Colonial / Split Level tucked away on quiet street.  Beautifully updated with three year old high-end
eat in kitchen, family room, office and large finishable basement.  Hardwood floors, central air, new vinyl
siding and cedar fenced yard with brick patio. $589,000

Center entry colonial with architectural charm in move-in condition.  Spacious living room has fireplace
and custom mantle, formal dining room with chairrail and pewter chandelier.  Eat in kitchen opens to
family room.  Gleaming hardwood floors, 3 bedrooms and 2 baths, finished basement and fenced yard
complete this wonderful home.  $429,900


