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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STANDING GUARD...Members of the Westfield Police and Fire Departments stood as silent honor guard on Saturday
afternoon at the September 11 memorial in Westfield. The ceremony, put together by the Westfield Ministerium, marked
the third anniversary of the terrorist attacks. Westfield paid special rememberance to the 12 residents who were killed in
the World Trade Center attacks.

Voters to Decide on Turf Field;
Parking Around WHS An Issue

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
approved a motion to seek a bond
referendum in the amount of
$1,381,839 for the purpose of install-

ing a new artificial turf field and a
new running track at Kehler Stadium
at its meeting this Tuesday.

The bond, which the public will
vote for or against on Tuesday, De-
cember 14, will be paid off over a 10-

year period with yearly payments of
$169,000 to $179,000; depending on
interest rates.

The cost will be “approximately
$18 dollars a year for the average
family in Westfield,” according to
Board President Anne Riegel.

Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Berman made a
presentation to the board, members
of the Westfield High School (WHS)
Athletics Department, and assembled
community members regarding the
project.

Mr. Berman noted that rises in both
the numbers of high school-aged chil-
dren in Westfield and WHS athletes
puts “a very large demand on our
fields.”

In addition to field usage by the
school district’s teams, the 2003-2004
school year also saw 1,353 requests
for field usage by other organiza-
tions.

Of all the users of the fields, Mr.
Berman told the board that the town’s

WF Police Officer Files Criminal
Charges Against Superior Officer

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On August 25, Westfield Police
Officer Robert Riley filed a criminal
complaint in Westfield Municipal
Court against his superior, Lieuten-
ant David Wayman.

The complaint alleges that Lieutenant
Wayman, an 18-year veteran on the
force, “attempted by physical menace to
put another in fear of imminent serious
bodily harm, specifically by coming to-
ward Robert Riley in a threatening man-
ner, while raising his right hand…And
with purpose to harass Robert Riley,
communicated in offensively coarse lan-
guage in a manner likely to cause annoy-
ance or alarm, in violation.”

Probable cause was found for the
summons and the case will be heard
before a judge.

Court Administrator Linda Chieffo
categorized it as an allegation of “ha-
rassment and simple assault.”

The charges stem from an incident
that occurred while Lieutenant Wayman
and Officer Riley were on duty. Lieu-
tenant Wayman admonished Officer
Riley for questioning a direct order,
which involved bringing oxygen to a
woman in respiratory distress.

Officer Riley lodged a complaint
regarding Lieutenant Wayman and
an internal investigation was per-
formed.

Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracy said that “appropriate action
was taken,” but would not comment
further as to how the incident was
handled internally.

Chief Tracy also told The Westfield
Leader, “I don’t know of any com-
plaints,” when he was asked if any
verbal or written complaints have ever

been previously filed against Lieu-
tenant Wayman.

Officer Riley, an 11-year veteran
on the force, has not been coming
into work, and is “on his days off”
according to Chief Tracy.

It was reported in The Star-Ledger
that Officer Riley is being treated for
depression and that his medication
makes him too sleepy to come to work.

Chief Tracy said, “he (Officer Riley)
would have to be fit” in order to return
to active duty on the force.

Lieutenant Wayman’s attorney
Robert Norton of Westfield, said that
“even if the allegations are true, it’s

not a crime.” He said that there is no
allegation that anyone was touched
and that “these charges are totally
unfounded.”

“This is the first time in many years
(as an attorney) to see a complaint of
this nature” where one officer brings
charges on another officer, Mr. Norton
said.

The case is supposed to be heard in
Mountainside Borough Court, but no
date has been scheduled and a prosecu-
tor has not been assigned to the case.

The Westfield Town Council dis-
cussed the issue in private session on
Tuesday night.
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Burkhardt Named Principal
Of Deerfield School in MS

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s Mountainside
Board of Education meeting, Board
President Peter Goggi announced the
appointment of Robert Burkhardt as
Principal of Deerfield School effec-
tive Monday, November 15.

Mr. Burkhardt was Public Rela-
tions Director for the Board of Edu-
cation in Irvington. He is currently
the Principal for Madison Avenue
School in the same district.

In regards to the appointment, In-
terim Chief School Administrator
Walter Rusak said, “He will serve the
district well for at least a decade. He
has experience and he will hit the
ground running.”

In other news, Mr. Rusak said the

first day of school “went well” and
also announced that school enroll-
ment is up to 704 students from 690
last year.

A motion was approved for the
student transportation contract re-
newal with Vogel Bus Company, Inc
showing an increase of 2.64 percent
over last year. The total bussing cost
based on 185 school days will be
$182,352. The contract includes six
routes to Governor Livingston High
School, two routes to Beechwood
School and two routes to Deerfield.

It was also announced that Cur-
riculum Coordinator Angela
Cosimano would be making a pre-
sentation at the Tuesday, September
28 meeting in regards to standardized
testing scores with in the district.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PAYING ATTENTION…Soldiers of the National Guard at the Westfield Armory line up and pay keen attention last Saturday
at the Westfield Armory as Congressman Mike Ferguson and New Jersey Adjutant General Glenn Rieth thank them for their
service and pay special tribute to their comrades in arms in Iraq.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FAMILIES OF OUR GUARD…Alice Miller of Caring Hearts from Home of
Westfield sells the first ticket to Congressman Mike Ferguson last Saturday at the
Westfield Armory for the “Support The Troops Pancake Breakfast” to be held on
Saturday, October 16 from 7 a.m. to noon at the Westfield Armory. Although the
tickets are $6, the congressman paid with a twenty-dollar bill and refused the change.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Commercial Vehicle Parking
To Be Limited in Mountainside

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During their monthly work ses-
sion, members of the Mountainside
council along with Mayor Robert
Viglianti listed three ordinances to be
heard at next week’s public council
meeting. All three ordinances were
unanimously passed during their first
reading last month and are amend-
ments to prior ordinances.

Ordinance 1075 amends the
borough’s code regarding building
and housing which establishes the
requirement of a survey when con-
structing a new foundation for all
buildings within the borough.

Ordinance 1076 will amend salary

ranges for municipal employees and
Ordinance 1077 is set to increase all
non- moving traffic violations within
the borough by $3.

In other business, the governing
body discussed amending the
borough’s ordinance regarding the
overnight parking of commercial ve-
hicles. It was decided that the ordi-
nance would now stipulate that the
prohibition of commercial vehicles
parked at private residences would be

 Deck Does Not Pay for Itself;
Residents Say Vote No in Nov.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Parking Consultant Tim Tracy of
Desman Associates revealed the fi-
nancial projections for the parking
garage at Prospect and Elm Streets to
the public for the first time on Tues-
day night.

While the financials themselves
drew little criticism from the public,
many residents complained with only
six weeks to evaluate the facts before
voting on the referendum on Tues-
day, November 2, they will be voting
no.

While Mr. Tracy said that he is not
a financial expert, he presented the
plan which calls for increases in per-
mit fees and on street meter fees, to
help offset the cost of the deck.

It was revealed that standing alone,
the deck does not pay for itself. Rev-
enue from new capacity within the
deck coupled with PILOTs (Payments

In Lieu Of Taxes) proffers less than
50 percent of the debt service and
operating costs of the structure.

Fee increases, surplus revenue from
town wide parking collections,
$50,000 from the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and $100,000
for three years from the parking im-
provement fund will need to be used
to fund the project. It was not made
clear where the town would get ap-
proximately $500,000 to put as a down
payment for the $10 million bond,
nor where the monies would come
from to fund environmental
remediation that is needed in the Elm
Street lot. Mayor Greg McDermott
said that the council does not want to
use the $2.2 million the town would
receive from sale of land to the devel-
oper to offset costs of the project.

It was also revealed by Mr. Tracy
that with the footprint of the garage,
it is an “inefficient design” and the

cost is higher due to the size of the
structure, versus the number of spaces
it yields. The deck will yield 283 new
parking spaces, which will be di-
vided between metered spots and
employee permit spots.

Resident Carol Victor suggested
that the Elm Street field be paved
over to allow for employee parking
and new fields be put at Roosevelt

BOE Given Green
Light For Field

Renovations
By KIM BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

By a unanimous vote, mem-
bers of the Westfield Planning
Board approved plans by the
Westfield Board of Education to
upgrade fields at Edison Interme-
diate School at the board’s
monthly meeting held last Thurs-
day. In addition, plans for field
upgrades and track replacements
at Kehler Stadium were also ap-
proved.

In other business, members of
the planning board approved the
subdivision of properties at 1608
Boynton Avenue and 126 Massa-
chusetts Avenue from owner, Ri-
chard Palmer. The application was
carried over from last month due
to the fact the members of the
board asked the applicant to
modify his application.

Last month, members of the
board and Board Chairman James
Boyle, asked Mr. Palmer to scale
down the houses. Architect,
Michael Giambalvo, hired by Mr.
Palmer, complied with the board’s
request, submitting plans not ex-
ceeding 34 feet in height, not ex-
ceeding 2,700 square feet for the
interior and not exceeding 3,000
square feet for the corner lot.

Mr. Boyle noted that since the
plans were re-submitted the
houses “conform better with the
neighborhood.”

In other business, the board
memorialized last month’s ap-
proval for a subdivision at 231
Benson Place owned by B&G
Properties. The applicant is plan-
ning to create two new building
lots by demolishing an existing
house and garage and construct a
new single family home on each
of the two lots.

Last month it was reported that
the application required no vari-
ances and that the current prop-
erty on Benson Place was the site
of a historic house. According to
the applicant, the house is not
registered historically, but does
contain several original elements
including a spiral staircase, fire-
place and floorboards. It was fur-
ther reported that the owner, Jo-
seph Buontempo, agreed to do-
nate these items to a historical
society most likely being the
Westfield Historical Society.

Finally, it was announced that
the application for A&R Westfield

Decision on Central Ave.
Service Station Delayed

By KIMBERLEY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Because of the late hour, an appli-
cation heard by the Westfield Board
of Adjustment on Monday evening,
for the Westfield Service Center at
809 Central Avenue, had to be carried
over to the Monday, October 18 meet-
ing.

The applicant, James Pinkman, is
seeking permission for a final site
plan approval for proposed canopies
over the island gas pumps and for
new signage. His new expansion re-
quires relief from 10 listed variances
including a front yard setback, light-
ing requirements and eight sign re-
strictions. The gas station was origi-
nally constructed in 1951.

Professional Planner, James
Watson, of EKA Associates, in Scotch
Plains testified on behalf of the appli-
cant stating that the lighting sources
will use 175 watts. In addition he
noted that the light poles have been
reduced from three to one. Board
Chairman Vince Wilt asked for a light-

ing report for the next meeting com-
paring difference between the pro-
posed lighting and the existing light-
ing in use.

Mr. Watson also testified that the
new canopies will be constructed of
asphalt and timberline, but will have
a cedar shake look to it. He noted that
the color will start off as a light tan
and will get darker over time.

Neighbor, Barbara Mendoza testi-
fied before the board stating that the
last time a variance was granted to
this owner in 1987 he did not keep up
with what was asked of him. She
stated that stipulations of the 1987
variance required that the owner keep
a line of trees for screening and that
currently 15 of those trees are dead
and have been that way for a long
time. She also stated that dirt dug up
from recently installed pumps was
not properly covered as required by
the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP). She stated that she
was aware of the fact that the dirt had
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Its time to remove all of those high-carb 
Spring flowers that are just hanging on, 
and replace them with fresh beautiful fall 
flowers. We have one of the areas largest 
selections!

Not only are Mums and Pansies low in 
Carbs, they are also Fat Free, so you can 
do all your fall planting without any guilt. 

Digging a hole for a Pansy or Mum? Why 
not plant some fall bulbs at the same 
time! Two seasons with one hole. Wow!

Most plants are not for human 
consumption and are better in the ground.
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not plant some fall bulbs at the same 
time! Two seasons with one hole. Wow!

Most plants are not for human 
consumption and are better in the ground.
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Win $500! 

At Williams Nursery’s
Scarecrow Competition

Visit www.williams-nursery.com
or stop in for Rules and entry form

WHS-TV36 Will Spotlight
Project 79; Re-Run Special

WESTFIELD — Now that school
has opened, Westfield residents may
be interested in learning about an

award-winning approach to educa-
tion available to selected students at
Westfield High School: Project 79.

A successful alternative education
program, Project 79 is described by its
founder, Westfield High School teacher
Alan Lantis, current teachers, students
and an alumnus of the program in a
show now running on Channel 36.

The show can be seen on WHS-
TV36 through Sunday, September 26,
on Tuesdays at 1 and 9 p.m.; Thurs-
days at noon and 4 p.m.; Saturdays at
noon and 9 p.m. and Sundays at 2
p.m.

WHS-TV36 will also re-broadcast
“The Devils’ Tale,” a compilation of
some of the best projects from WHS
TV-I students. The show can be seen
on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.;
Thursdays at 2 and 10 p.m.; Satur-
days at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. and Sun-
days at 4 p.m. through September 26.

Colby College Welcomes
Kevin Hobson of WF

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
· A Sandra Circle resident reported that

her motor vehicle was stolen while it was
parked in front of her home. The car was
recovered the following day in Newark.

· A resident of Prospect Street reported
the theft of several glass goblets, trays
and some silver spoons from various parts
of her home.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
· Two bicycles were reported stolen from

in front of a North Avenue eatery. One was
described as a 24-inch, blue, 21-speed girls’
Schwinn, while the other was said to be a
24-inch, blue, 21-speed girls’ Aries. Nei-
ther had been recovered at press time.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
· A motor vehicle was reported stolen

from in front of a home in the 1000 block
of Irving Avenue. Additionally, a DVD
player, cellular telephone and wireless
headpiece were taken from inside the
victim’s residence. The automobile was
found in Newark on September 6; the
items taken from inside the house had not
been recovered at press time.

· Amy Matlosz, 30, of Westfield was
arrested at her residence and charged with
possession of suspected heroin. Bail was
set at $10,000. Matlosz also was being
held on an outstanding $205 contempt of
court warrant from Elizabeth.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
· Helen Ekweonu, 22, of Newark was

arrested and charged with shoplifting a
silver necklace valued at approximately
$25 from a business on North Avenue.
She was released after posting $300 bail.
Ekweonu also was arrested on an active
contempt of court warrant issued by the
Woodbridge Municipal Court, and was
released after posting $500 bail.

· Lindsay Garner, 28, of Westfield was
arrested at Sussex Street and Central
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. She was later released on her
own recognizance to a responsible adult.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
· A Cacciola Place resident reported

that someone removed a tow trailer hitch
from his pickup truck while it was parked
on Cacciola Place.

WESTFIELD – Colby College
in Waterville, Me. reported that
Westfield resident Kevin Hobson
enrolled this fall.

Before classes began, he par-
ticipated in an orientation that
included an introduction to the
academics and the cultural life at
Colby, as well as a four-day out-
door excursion.

Kevin, a graduate of Westfield
High School, is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Mark Hobson of
Westfield.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
IN MEMORY...Friends, families and residents gathered at the September 11 Memorial in Westfield on Saturday afternoon
to remember those killed in the terrorist attack three years ago. Westfield recognized Andrew Alameno, David Campbell,
Michael Davidson, Dean Eberling, Stephen Fogel, Thomas Glasser, Leo Keene, Richard Madden, John Salerno, See-Wong
Shum, Anthony Starita and James Walsh who were all killed in the World Trade Center attacks.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
POND SCUM...The pond at Tamaques Park was dredged this summer and a new
pump is in the act of being repaired to clear the pond scum away.
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School Board
various sports leagues actually used
the fields more than any other group,
comprising 38 percent of field uses in
2002. WHS teams comprised only 14
percent of the field uses.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley told the board that he
intends to seek pledges from the vari-
ous leagues to help offset the price of
construction.

The proposed artificial turf field
could be used for WHS football, girls
and boys soccer, girls and boys la-
crosse, field hockey and town recre-
ational leagues. This is an increase
over the possible uses of the natural
grass field now at Kehler Stadium,
which is limited to football, State Tour-
nament soccer games, and PAL foot-
ball. The field is currently allowed to
lay fallow for the spring and summer
months to allow time for it to rejuve-
nate for the fall football season.

With the proposed field, Kehler Sta-
dium could be used as a year-round
facility. The life of the field is estimated
to be approximately 12-15 years.

If the referendum is passed, con-
struction will begin on or about
Wednesday, June 1, 2005, and be
finished in time for the fall football
season.

The board chose not to seek reno-
vations for the field at Edison Inter-
mediate School, as per the recom-
mendation of its Facilities Commit-
tee. The total cost of the Edison School
Field project would have been
$419,094, which would have brought
the total sought in the bond referen-
dum to $1,800,933. In payments of
$160,000 to $173,000, the referen-
dum would have been paid off over a
span of 15 years.

“The field (at Edison) won’t main-
tain its usefulness for 15 years,” said
board member and Facilities Com-
mittee Chairperson Alice Hunnicutt.

Rather than have the community
pay for something past its useful life,
the board opted not to go ahead with
the Edison project.

Though the Edison project will not
be a part of the referendum, work
may still be done on the field.

“It is my intent to see that we do
work at Edison,” said Dr. Foley.

Board member Richard Solomon
mentioned the possibility of using
“in-district resources” to work on the
field.

Andrew Ricker, a Codding Road
resident, addressed the board to ques-
tion its decision to go ahead with a
bond referendum for the projects at
Kehler Stadium as opposed to seek-
ing funds for additional parking at
WHS.

Mr. Ricker told the board that in
addition to witnessing students “car-
surfing” on their street, residents have
already found three used condoms
presumably deposited by students.

Dr. Foley responded to Mr. Ricker’s
comments by saying that “if students
are acting inappropriately, we’d like
to intervene.”

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
noted that last fall the board approved a
plan to deal with parking at WHS. The
Westfield Town Council ultimately
voted down the plan, and no progress
has been made on the issue since.

Board member Arlene Gardner
called it “a real missed opportunity.”

The proposed plan would have given
the WHS administration the power to
repeal a student’s driving privileges if
he or she was found to be in violation
of an agreed-upon behavioral code.

Dr. Foley urged residents in the
WHS area to contact the police or the
high school if they see any inappro-
priate behavior occurring.

“We do appreciate that it is diffi-
cult,” he said.

Dr. Foley took time during the
meeting to make known his goals for
the 2004-2005 school year. They in-
clude increasing student and staff
access to technology, closing the stan-
dardized testing achievement gap of
disaggregated groups within the dis-
trict and re-structuring the WHS
Guidance Department among others.

Board Vice-President Ginny Leiz
expressed satisfaction with Dr.
Foley’s goals, saying, “They give us
a lot of areas to focus on.”

The board will meet again next
Tuesday to discuss the district’s evolv-
ing technology plan.

SP Officials Will Launch Probe
Into Property Tax Assessments

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Scotch Plains
officials are currently evaluating
blocks of properties to see if there are
any significant disparities in how
those properties are assessed for lo-
cal property tax purposes.

The action is in response to a Star-
Ledger article in July that appeared to
show that some neighborhoods in
Scotch Plains were assessed differ-
ently than others.

At its regular meeting on Tuesday
night, the Township Council spent
time discussing some of the nuts and
bolts of how local property taxes are
calculated after township resident
Harold Brody commented about the
Star Ledger article.

Mayor Martin Marks admitted that
he had “cause for some concern” when
he first read the article, which he
termed “a bit sensationalized” be-
cause of its implication that neigh-
borhoods populated by African-
Americans were paying higher rates
of property taxes than other areas.

The mayor, noting that the annual
assessment is calculated by adding
the value of the land and the value of
any improvements to that land, such
as buildings, said the assessment re-
mains constant every year while the
market value of the property changes.

Indeed, he pointed out, market val-
ues in Scotch Plains “have skyrock-
eted” in recent years. As a result,
“things get out of balance” as the gap
between assessed value and market
value increases.

“There may be some houses that
may accelerate in market value more
than others,” he said.

Presently, the average assessment
of a property in Scotch Plains is 33
percent of its market value, meaning
that a property assessed at $100,000
has a market value of $300,000. The
only way to increase that percentage
level so that assessment more closely
mirrors market value, the mayor said,
is via a revaluation of all 8,000-town-
ship properties, something that has
not been done in 20 years.

The primary reason for not per-
forming a revaluation is the cost,
which the mayor said is more than $1
million.

The mayor said the state allows a
leeway of 5 percentage points on ei-
ther side of the ratio’s average, mean-
ing that an assessment/market value
ratio between 28 percent and 38 per-
cent is considered acceptable. Any-
thing higher such as a property as-
sessed at $150,000 with a market
value of $300,000, or a 50 percent
ratio and the property owner would

have reason to pursue a tax appeal.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins

said he expects the investigation,
which is being led by Township Tax
Assessor Michael Ross, to take sev-
eral months to complete.

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance to re-zone a two-
acre piece of township-owned prop-
erty on Crestwood Road, just south of
Morse Avenue, in order to prevent
any future development.

The property is presently desig-
nated a “P-Public” zone; the ordi-
nance calls for the land to be re-zoned
as a “C-Conservation” zone, which
was created four years ago and desig-
nates certain township-owned tracts
of land as being off-limits to develop-
ment of any kind be it residential or
commercial or even the development
of a new park.

The property, which snakes its way
behind homes on Seneca and Hill
Roads, is presently designated infor-
mally as the Crestwood Wildlife Sanc-
tuary even though there is no ordi-
nance formally designating it as such.
A public hearing on the ordinance
will be held at the council’s next
meeting on Tuesday, September 28.

The governing body also introduced
a $175,000 bond ordinance for pro-
fessional services in connection with
planned improvements to three town-
ship-owned buildings.

Significant roof repairs are needed
at the municipal building, the public
works facility on Plainfield Avenue
and the township library on Bartle
Avenue. The fund will pay for pre-
liminary engineering and design work
in connection with the projects. A
public hearing on the ordinance will
be held on September 28.

The council approved a bid from S.

Rotondi & Sons for the upcoming
leaf collection program. The com-
pany will be paid $2.38 per cubic
yard for the hauling and delivery of
leaves to the Union County Conser-
vation Center. It is expected that the
program will begin in late October or
early November, depending on
weather conditions and the amounts
of leaves that have fallen, and con-
tinue into December.

In a related matter, Mr. Atkins said
the township’s branch and limb pickup
will start next Monday.

The council passed a resolution
calling on local legislative represen-
tatives to assist in obtaining state and
federal funding to help the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
offset some of the costs of its planned
capital improvement program.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
explained that the costs associated
with RVSA’s upgrades would impact
all of the agency’s member towns via
substantial tax increases to pay for
the improvements.

The council also approved a reso-
lution securing the services of Na-
tional Fence Systems Inc. to install
new fencing at Brookside Park. The
contract, not to exceed $25,000, will
be financed from the township’s open
space trust fund.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen put in a pitch for contribu-
tions to the American Red Cross,
whose resources, he said, “are
stretched to the limit” as a result of its
efforts in Florida in the wake of the
recent hurricanes.

To make donations, please visit
www.redcross.org, call (800)
HELPNOW or send contributions to
the Tri-County Chapter at 322 West
Front Street, Plainfield, 07060.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Commercial
Vehicle Parking
restricted from 10 p.m. until 6 a.m.

In other business, it was an-
nounced that the borough has
awarded Jenicar Builders paving
improvements on Locust Avenue
and Mohawk Drive for the amount
of $165,069.10.

In addition, the company will be
also making paving improvements
on Orchard Road in the amount if
$229,119.05.

Also, in other business, the govern-
ing body announced the retirement of
Bob Weakley from Mountainside’s
Planning Board and Joe Carr from
the Borough’s Board of Health.

Members of the council and the mayor
authorized the borough to participate in
the leaf disposal program at the Union
County Conservation Center.

The next borough council meeting
will be held on Tuesday, September
21, at 8 p.m.

and Edison Intermediate Schools.
“It would make more sense to me

to not build the project at all,” said
Maureen Rothfelder. She raised issue
with no money going to the school
system from the PILOTs and the traf-
fic problems that will be associated
with the structure.

Sharon Stockwell told the mayor
and council that there are 1,920 chil-
dren attending school in the area of
the proposed garage. She said that the
traffic study done earlier in the year
showed the intersection of East Broad
and Prospect Street as failed, and that
with the construction of a garage the
intersection of Prospect and Dudley
would drop from D to F. She said that,
“traffic and safety issues should be a
top priority.”

Mayor McDermott said that school
children and business people would
not be in the area at the same time.

Morgan O’Brien said that the tax-
payers are paying for the project in
rising fees.

Jim Baker said that the wait list for
South Avenue is “much lower” than
the residents originally thought. He
said that the financial analysis only
works on assumptions. He also said
that the council should direct parking
enforcement personell to mark tires
and prohibit meter feeding. He said
that now the town is allowing em-
ployees to meter feed while punish-
ing shoppers with parking tickets.

Mr. Baker also said that if the mayor
had kept his campaign promise from
2000 of making a structure the last
alternative and implementing the
parking principals, the parking prob-
lems could have been solved.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that he couldn’t ac-
cept Mr. Baker’s invitation for coffee
because “week after week you come
here and insult us.” He said that the
mayor and council are volunteers,
and he asked everyone in town to
refrain from attacks.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the South Avenue lot is free
after 12 p.m., parking pay stations
have been installed and there is better
management. “Yes, there’s a lot more
work to do, but to say we failed at
parking is inaccurate and mislead-
ing.”

Jim Boyes said, “You tell us you’re
insulted, but rolling out this plan at
this late date is insulting to the tax-
payers of the town.” He said that he is
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an environmental engineer and that
the remediation needed in the Elm
Street lot cannot have a time frame
put on it. “The responsible thing is for
the citizens to vote no.”

Jubb Corbett said that the town
needs to “continue to grow and build”
and proclaimed himself the leader of
Septuagenarians for Parking.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said that the council has yet to agree
upon the parking model, and that he
feels some work needs to be done
with it.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council is remaining neutral on the
project and just presenting the facts.
He said that this is a “model” of the
financials and “to me, it makes sense.”

John Mancini said that the reason
the town has made its recent im-
provements in parking is because resi-
dents like Sharon Stockwell, Ken
Sumner, Cory Mermer and Allen
Solomon “forced the issue.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved the removal of a house at 1
Kirkview Circle, with Fourth Ward
Councilman Lawrence Goldman vot-
ing no. Councilman Goldman said
that he is not opposed to the
deconstruction of the home, but be-
cause the matter will be before the
planning or zoning board in the fu-
ture, it should be tabled. The pre-
revolutionary home will be
deconstructed and transported to
Maine where it will be rebuilt.

The council also approved the in-
stallation of new cameras at the po-
lice station. Cameras will also be
installed in Mindowaskin Park, and
the police will be able to see the park
from the desk.

The financial model is available at
www.goleader.com/features.

Broad Street that originally sched-
uled to be heard at Thursday evening’s
meeting be postponed to a special
meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Oc-
tober 19, at 8 p.m. The applicant is
seeking permission to construct a
three-story mixed- use building with
retail on the first floor, residential on
the second and third floors and en-
closed parking.

The next scheduled meeting for the
planning board is Monday, October
4, at 8 p.m.
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to remain on the site as long as the
owner had to wait for results of DEP
testing, but showed pictures of the
dirt pile exposed in certain areas.

Attorney for the applicant, James
Flynn, stated that the applicant just
very recently received clearance from
the Environmental Agency and that
the pile would be removed promptly.

Mr. Wilt stated that he thought it
would be in the best interest of the
applicant if he always tried to run the
station as “a good neighbor.”

In other business the board ap-
proved two additions and two porches.

Owners of 548 Washington Street
were granted permission to add a
family room and a bedroom to their
existing house while owners, of 531
Colonial Avenue were granted per-
mission to erect two front porches,
one with a pergola style roof.

Owners of 908 Carlton Road were
also granted permission to erect an
addition, but only after they take down
an inherited illegally installed porch
that was 5 percent over the allowable
coverage. The owners stated that they
were unaware that their porch ex-
ceeded the allowable coverage allowed
by zoning laws and stated that they
had not made any changes to the deck
since they have moved in. They agreed
to remove it to allow the addition.

Finally, 12 cases were carried over to
the Monday, October 18 meeting, two
at the request of the applicants.

The next meeting for the Board of
Adjustment is scheduled for Mon-
day, October 18 at 7:30 p.m.
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