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SP Zoning Bd. Delays Decision
On Route 22 Building, Signage

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment will hold a special meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 22, to
make a final decision on an applica-
tion concerning a site on Route 22.

Richard Schoenwalder is seeking to
erect a second building on the prop-
erty at 1811 Route 22, West, which is
presently the site of an abandoned gas
station just west of the Route 22 over-
pass. Mr. Schoenwalder plans to base
his plumbing business there and uti-
lize the existing building as well as
build a 30-foot by 60-foot structure for
storage of supplies and inventory.

The eastern half of the property is
located in Watchung, while the west-
ern end, where the new building would
be situated, is located in Scotch Plains.

Two months ago, the zoning board
faced with questions about whether a
fire hydrant was needed near the to-
be-built building or whether an inte-
rior sprinkler system would suffice,
decided to put off the Schoenwalder
application until last Thursday’s meet-
ing so that Scotch Plains Fire Chief
Jonathan Ellis could provide an opin-
ion on the fire hydrant issue.

In the interim, Mr. Schoenwalder
met with Chief Ellis and other town-
ship officials, and a determination
was made that a sprinkler system
linked to the fire department would
be sufficient for the property.

However, a new wrinkle developed
when board members raised concerns
about Mr. Schoenwalder’s proposed
use of an existing 50-foot-high sign
pole that presently holds a sign for the
former gas station, along with gaso-
line prices that are several years old

and half of today’s rates. Mr.
Schoenwalder told the board he wants
to utilize the existing pole as “a mar-
keting tool” to promote his business.
He pointed out that the sign atop the
pole is visible from the nearby bridge
crossing Route 22, as well as from
some distance on both the westbound
and eastbound lanes of the highway.
Since the property will not be a retail
site that will draw walk-in customers,
Mr. Schoenwalder said he views the
sign pole, which will contain the name
of his business, as a way to spread his
name recognition.

Some board members, though, were
concerned not only about the height
of the sign from an aesthetic view-
point, but also whether the sign “if

not being used to attract customers to
the site” should be viewed more as a
billboard, thus subjecting its place-
ment to a new set of requirements
and, perhaps, a separate application.

Mr. Schoenwalder maintained that
he wanted the sign included with his
original application and that if the
board did not permit the sign pole to
remain, he might be forced to look
elsewhere for a site for his business.

Facing what board member Chris
Abeel said was the dilemma of want-
ing to clean up a property he termed
“an eyesore” versus doing the proper
thing when it came to the sign pole,
Board Chairman James Fawcett sug-
gested that board members visit the

Property Taxes, Downtown
Are Major Campaign Issues

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Campaign 2004 gets underway in
Scotch Plains, with the Republicans
looking to keep the mayoral chair and
a Township Council seat, and their 5-
0 majority on the governing body.

Mayor Martin Marks and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato, both seek-
ing second four-year terms, will be
opposed by Democrats Andrew Baron
and Barbara Baldasarre.

Mr. Baron, an attorney who is cur-
rently municipal prosecutor in
Fanwood and Plainfield, served as
Scotch Plains Township Attorney in
1999 and Assistant Township Attor-
ney in 2000 and 2001. In 1997, he ran
unsuccessfully for State Assembly in
the old 22nd Legislative District.

Ms. Baldasarre, who is making her
first run for elective office, has been a
registered nurse for 32 years and is
currently the Administrative Direc-
tor of Professional and Support Ser-
vices at the county-operated Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

Mayor Marks won Scotch Plains’
first direct mayoral election in 2000
after having served a year as a coun-
cil-appointed mayor. He was first
elected to the council in 1996.

Councilwoman Coronato, who is
also Deputy Mayor, ran unsuccess-
fully for council in 1998 before win-
ning election to an open seat two
years later.

Township budget and property tax
levels are expected to be a major issue
this fall, with Mayor Marks continu-
ing to promote property tax reform at

the state level while decrying the ef-
fects of the present system on local
budgets and resident taxpayers.

Back in late March, when the two
Republicans kicked off their candi-
dacies, the mayor said he and Mrs.
Coronato would seek re-election
based on their accomplishments, in-
cluding new and refurbished
ballfields, expanded senior citizen
services and his sense that Scotch
Plains is, overall, a desirable place to
live, with property values that have
increased more than 20 percent in the
past year.

Democrats have criticized the all-
Republican Township Council for last
year’s 18-point municipal property
tax increase; in the weeks surround-
ing the May 2003 budget vote, there
was a flurry of back-and-forth accu-
sations by both parties about the ac-
curacy of flyers pertaining to the tax
hike that were mailed to township
residents by the Democrat Party and
Mayor Marks.

Recently, the Baron-Baldasarre
campaign named a citizens task force
to provide input on local government
spending.

Another major issue certain to arise
in the coming weeks is the future of
the downtown business district. Three
months ago, the Township Council,
in the face of business and property
owner opposition, rejected an ordi-
nance that would have created a Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) in
the downtown area.

Mayor Marks and the council had

BOE Prepares to Cut Costs In
Response to New Legislation

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education is gearing up for what
could be a financially trying year. At
their meeting held last Thursday
evening, members briefly discussed
a new bill, recently passed by the
New Jersey Legislature, under which
the board would be forced to slash
approximately $250,000 from its op-
erating budget this year.

First reported in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in July of this year
and then again two weeks ago, the bill
(S-1701) seeks to reduce the amount
of administrative costs for boards of
education throughout the state. Fur-
thermore, the bill would also reduce

the limit of free balance within a
budget, from 3 percent down to 2.5
percent.

According to Board President
Linda Nelson, free balance is best
described not only as surplus, but
also “emergency” funds. She ex-
plained that the funds in free balance
could be put toward unexpected cir-
cumstances, such as long-term re-
placement of a teacher who may need
sick leave and additions to special
education programs.

“It (the bill) will hit all schools in
New Jersey very hard,” she stated.

Ms. Nelson, a liaison to the Garden
State Coalition of Schools, has been
working with the grassroots group to
discuss this problem and any possible

solutions or actions to be taken. They
have also met with an official in the
Senate Majority’s office to not only
voice their opinions, but to work to-
ward any possible assistance with
rising costs in school districts. Still,
Ms. Nelson expressed disapproval
that the state legislature bundled bill
S-1701 with a group of other bills in
order to assure passage of the budget,
with no room for public comment.

At the Thursday meeting, a fact
sheet was made available to the pub-

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
CHOW TIME...Fanwood residents line up for food at Fanwood’s Second Annual
Safety Awareness Day/Kid’s Fair. The food was cooked by members of the
Fanwood Police and Fire Departments. Children were able to inspect fire trucks
and ambulances. Child safety seat inspection was also available at the fair.

Fred Rossi for The Times
IN MEMORY...The Reverend Donald Hummel of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains,
spoke at the Scotch Plains Spetember 11 Memorial on Plainfield Avenue Saturday morning. Residents and officials gathered
to mark the third anniversary of the terrorist attacks. They remembered residents Mark Rothenberg who was killed on
Flight 93 in Shanksville, Pa.; James Walsh and Matthew Horning, who were killed in the World Trade Center.

Officials Will Launch Probe Into Property
 Tax Assessments in Scotch Plains Township

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains officials are currently
evaluating blocks of properties to see
if there are any significant disparities
in how those properties are assessed
for local property tax purposes.

The action is in response to a Star-
Ledger article in July that appeared to
show that some neighborhoods in
Scotch Plains were assessed differ-
ently than others.

At its regular meeting on Tuesday
night, the Township Council spent
time discussing some of the nuts and
bolts of how local property taxes are
calculated after township resident
Harold Brody commented about the
Star Ledger article.

Mayor Martin Marks admitted that
he had “cause for some concern” when
he first read the article, which he
termed “a bit sensationalized” be-
cause of its implication that neigh-
borhoods populated by African-
Americans were paying higher rates
of property taxes than other areas.

The mayor, noting that the annual

assessment is calculated by adding
the value of the land and the value of
any improvements to that land, such
as buildings, said the assessment re-
mains constant every year while the
market value of the property changes.

Indeed, he pointed out, market val-
ues in Scotch Plains “have skyrock-
eted” in recent years. As a result, he
said, “things get out of balance” as
the gap between assessed value and
market value increases.

“There may be some houses that
may accelerate in market value more
than others,” he added.

Presently, the average assessment
of a property in Scotch Plains is 33
percent of its market value, meaning
that a property assessed at $100,000
has a market value of $300,000. The
only way to increase that percentage
level so that assessment more closely
mirrors market value, the mayor said,
is via a revaluation of all 8,000  town-
ship properties, something that has
not been done in 20 years.

The primary reason for not per-
forming a revaluation is the cost,

which the mayor said is more than $1
million.

The mayor said the state allows a
leeway of 5 percentage points on ei-
ther side of the ratio’s average, mean-
ing that an assessment/market value
ratio between 28 percent and 38 per-
cent is considered acceptable. Any-
thing higher, such as a property as-
sessed at $150,000 with a market
value of $300,000, or a 50 percent
ratio, and the property owner would
have reason to pursue a tax appeal.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said he expects the investigation,
which is being led by Township Tax
Assessor Michael Ross, to take sev-
eral months to complete.

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance to re-zone a two-
acre piece of township-owned prop-
erty on Crestwood Road, just south of
Morse Avenue, in order to prevent

any future development.
The property is presently desig-

nated a “P-Public” zone; the ordi-
nance calls for the land to be re-zoned
as a “C-Conservation” zone, which
was created four years ago and desig-
nates certain township-owned tracts
of land as being off-limits to develop-
ment of any kind, be it residential or
commercial or even the development
of a new park.

The property, which snakes its way
behind homes on Seneca and Hill
Roads, is presently designated infor-
mally as the Crestwood Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, even though there is no ordi-
nance formally designating it as such.
A public hearing on the ordinance
will be held at the council’s next
meeting on Tuesday, September 28.

The governing body also introduced
a $175,000 bond ordinance for pro-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PAYING ATTENTION…Soldiers of the National Guard at the Westfield Armory
line up and pay keen attention last Saturday at the Westfield Armory as Congress-
man Mike Ferguson and New Jersey Adjutant General Glenn K. Rieth thank them
for their service and pay special tribute to their comrades in arms in Iraq.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
FAMILIES OF OUR GUARD…Alice Miller of Caring Hearts from Home of
Westfield sells the first ticket to Congressman Mike Ferguson last Saturday at the
Westfield Armory for the “Support The Troops Pancake Breakfast” to be held on
Saturday, October 16, from 7 a.m. to noon at the Westfield Armory. Although the
tickets are $6, the congressman paid with a twenty-dollar bill and refused the change.

FW Residents
To Hear Updated
Downtown Plans

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood residents will have
an opportunity this month to hear
an update regarding plans for the
downtown area, Councilman Jo-
seph Higgins announced at
Tuesday’s regular council meet-
ing.

In the spring, Mayor Colleen
Mahr formed a group, the Down-
town Advisory Committee, to re-
view the existing redevelopment
plan and gather public opinion
from residents, business owners
and tenants regarding the future
of the area. The committee, which
first met in April, used funds from
a $50,000 Smart Growth Grant to
hire consulting firm Schoor de
Palma for assistance with these
tasks.

In June, the firm handed out
public opinion surveys to resi-
dents attending the Fanwood
Business and Professional
Association’s street fair, and re-
ceived 125 completed surveys,
answering questions about the
downtown.

The consultants held two meet-
ings, to which all local business
owners were invited, and found
the owners were anxious to voice
their thoughts on the subject.

Lastly, the consultants went
door to door to Fanwood busi-
nesses, speaking with the mer-
chants themselves.

The results of the surveys, meet-
ings and interviews will be com-
piled and posted on Fanwood’s
website ,www.visitfanwood.com.
The information will be presented
at an open public meeting on
Thursday, September 30, at 7:30
p.m. at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church.

Councilman Higgins, who also
acts as Chairman of the Down-
town Advisory Committee, stated
that at least two more public meet-
ings would be subsequently held.

In other business, Acting Mayor
Katherine Mitchell, who is serv-
ing in the position while Mayor
Mahr is out on maternity leave,
presented resolutions to several
residents who have served the
community.
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ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Fall Hours
7 days 9am-6pm
Fall Hours
7 days 9am-6pm

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Its time to remove all of those high-carb 
Spring flowers that are just hanging on, 
and replace them with fresh beautiful fall 
flowers. We have one of the areas largest 
selections!

Not only are Mums and Pansies low in 
Carbs, they are also Fat Free, so you can 
do all your fall planting without any guilt. 

Digging a hole for a Pansy or Mum? Why 
not plant some fall bulbs at the same 
time! Two seasons with one hole. Wow!

Most plants are not for human 
consumption and are better in the ground.

Its time to remove all of those high-carb 
Spring flowers that are just hanging on, 
and replace them with fresh beautiful fall 
flowers. We have one of the areas largest 
selections!

Not only are Mums and Pansies low in 
Carbs, they are also Fat Free, so you can 
do all your fall planting without any guilt. 

Digging a hole for a Pansy or Mum? Why 
not plant some fall bulbs at the same 
time! Two seasons with one hole. Wow!

Most plants are not for human 
consumption and are better in the ground.

Dave

‘Mum-Hair’

Williams

No Carb...

Yes we have the
Low Carb Mums
& Pansies that 

everyone is
 talkin’ about

Yes we have the
Low Carb Mums
& Pansies that 

everyone is
 talkin’ about

...Flowers

Win $500! 

At Williams Nursery’s
Scarecrow Competition

Visit www.williams-nursery.com
or stop in for Rules and entry form
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Zoning Board

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
• A resident of Country Club Lane

reported that someone entered into her
apartment and removed her son’s Sony
Playstation games. Entry was gained
through the rear apartment door.

• Valley National bank reported that
someone is fraudulently using the bank
account and pin number of a deceased
customer. The suspect deposited two
fraudulent checks into the victim’s ac-
count. The suspect then began to with-
draw from the account using the deceased
victim’s ATM card.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
• A Washington Avenue resident re-

ported that numerous coins were re-
moved from her home sometime be-
tween August 17 and September 11.

• A Mountain Avenue resident reported
that sometime between September 9 and
11 someone slashed her two passenger
tires.

• A business owner on Park Avenue
reported illegal dumping. Someone
dumped construction material behind the
building.

• A Hillside resident reported that some-
one vandalized his 2004 Mazda M6
while it was parked at Union Catholic
High School. The victim states that he
parked his vehicle in the lot and at-
tended the soccer game. He returned
and noticed a dent in the hood of the
vehicle and both doors scratched on the
driver’s side.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
• Kim Trevis, 37, of Scotch Plains was

charged with Driving While Intoxicated
the arrest stemmed from a motor vehicle
accident that occurred on Mountain Av-
enue.

PRE-TEEN ACHEIVEMENT…This
August, Katherine DeMarco, a third
grader at Coles Elementary School in
Scotch Plains, was named second run-
ner-up in the Pre-Teen New Jersey Jun-
ior Scholarship and Recognition Pro-
gram. The award is based on academic
achievement, volunteer service, school
activities, development of personal skills,
general knowledge and communication
ability. This July, Katherine, who loves
to read, actively participated in reading
programs sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Public Library and The Courier
News. She completed 176 books this
summer. Katherine also enjoys draw-
ing and performing modern dance. As
second runner-up, Katherine qualifies
to compete in Pre-Teen America next
summer.

WELCOMING SMILES…The first day of school at Evergreen Elementary in
Scotch Plains was a day for greeting old friends and meeting new ones. New
Evergreen Principal Colleen Haubert enjoyed making the rounds and meeting
students and parents. She assisted new kindergarten students with nametags and
helped store a few backpacks. Pictured, left to right, with Mrs. Haubert are:
kindergarteners Aidan McMahon, Luke Stein and Daria Speranza. The group  is
seen working on a puzzle.

Eryn Bushinger of SP Named
Academic Peer Advisor at SU

SCOTCH PLAINS – Eryn
Bushinger of Scotch Plains, a senior
majoring in social work at Syracuse
University (SU), was named an Aca-
demic Peer Advisor for the College of
Human Services and Health Profes-
sions for the 2004-2005 academic year.

In cooperation with faculty and staff
in the College of Human Services and
Health Professions, student peer ad-
visors help first-year students with
the academic, social, cultural and
emotional transitions from high
school to college.

With the support of peer advisors
like Eryn, first-year students learn
the academic policies of the school
and university support systems and
services, and explore academic pro-
gram options.

Peer advisors, who must have a
grade point average of at least 2.5 on
a 4.0 scale to be considered for the
position, maintain their relationship
with their advisees throughout the
academic year.

The College of Human Services
and Health Professions brings to-
gether SU’s professional programs in
child and family studies, marriage
and family therapy, nursing, nutrition
and hospitality management and so-
cial work in an environment of cross-
disciplinary teaching, research, prac-
tice and service.

According to SU, through class-
room learning and hands-on experi-
ence, Eryn will be prepared for active
and influential careers in the helping
professions.

Syracuse Univ. Goon Squad
Included Tim Ryan of SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tim Ryan of
Scotch Plains is one of over 545 stu-
dents who participated in the Goon
Squad this August as part of Syracuse
University’s Welcome 2004: A Slice
of SU Life, the university’s orienta-
tion program for new students.

Established in the 1940s by Syra-
cuse University students to spread
school spirit and help incoming fresh-
men adjust to college life, the Goon
Squad consists of volunteer upper-
classmen who assist new students

and their parents as they move into
residence halls and at other events
throughout the orientation program.

In addition to unpacking vehicles
and moving new students in, Goon
Squad members like Tim also answer
questions and provide campus direc-
tions to new students and their fami-
lies throughout the Syracuse Wel-
come program.

Tim is a junior in Syracuse
University’s S.I. Newhouse School
of Public Communications.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Campaign
favored the SID concept, while the
Democrats instead favored a plan
“centering around recruiting retired
business executives and local univer-
sity business students to work on be-
half of the downtown area” that, ac-
cording to Mr. Baron and Ms.
Baldasarre, would avoid further costs
to property owners.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
is currently attempting to fix a date
next month for a debate on these and
other topics between Mayor Marks
and Mr. Baron, as well as one be-
tween Mrs. Coronato and Ms.
Baldasarre, and is hopeful that both
parties will soon agree on a date.

lic concerning the bill in question.
The sheet described, among other
things, the potential pitfalls of reduc-
ing expenses in the manner proposed
by the legislature. For example, the
board believes that a reduced cap will
lead to “larger class sizes and elimi-
nated programs as districts statewide
cut staff.”

They also disagree with the
legislature’s claim that a reduction in
surplus will lead to lower property
taxes, saying that the taxes will actu-
ally increase.

Other questions raised by the fact
sheet include why voters would ap-
prove school budgets if surplus is
now considered excessive; the prohi-
bition of second questions to the bud-
get during elections, and the fact that
the Legislature “allowed itself a 17
percent increase in the state budget”
while reducing the increase for school
districts’ budgets.

“Realistically, we understand that,
most likely, even though some groups
are calling for rescinding that, the
Legislature is not going to rescind
that bill. We are hoping for a mora-
torium of some part,” stated Ms.
Nelson.

She added that this week, Assem-
blyman Bill Baroni of Middlesex, a
member of the Assembly Education
Committee, will introduce a bill to
rescind A-99 and S-1701 (both the
same bill) in part due to “poor
policy” and because the bill “does
not cut actual property taxes in the
long run but increase them.” While
they recognize the chances of pas-
sage are slim, the proposal will bring
greater attention to the situation.

A resolution concerning possible
local impact and involvement is ex-
pected to be prepared by the next
meeting.

In other board business, Superin-

tendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye
detailed the school district’s goals for
the upcoming year: improved writing
across the curriculum, use (of) data to
improve learning, and engagement/
ownership of learning.

She added that the opening of
schools went off with no major prob-
lems, and that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School has increased enrollment
by approximately 70 students. Addi-
tional increases are expected at the
pre-kindergarten and elementary lev-
els as well. In addition, 42 new staff
members were hired, with several of
them as retirement replacements.

Dr. Choye and the board also rec-
ognized the contributions of
Salvatore “Sam” Spadaro of Scotch
Plains, a district employee for the
past 10 years, who died recently at
the age of 45.

Mr. Spadaro last served as head cus-
todian of Terrill Middle School, and he
was singled out by the board as a major
reason why the school was prepared as
well as it was for the students.

“Sal was kind of a master at respect
and commitment to his school,” com-
mented Dr. Choye.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Prepares to Cut Costs
In Response to Legislation

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
FIRST RIDE...Twenty-one-month-old David Riedell of Fanwood takes his first
pony ride at Fanwood Safety Day last weekend. His father, Eric, right, has run
in the CONTACT We Care race in Fanwood for the last two years.

Westfield Police Officer
Files Criminal Charges

Against Superior Officer
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On August 25,
Westfield Police Officer Robert
Riley filed a criminal complaint in
Westfield Municipal Court against
his superior, Lieutenant David
Wayman.

The complaint alleges that Lieu-
tenant Wayman, an 18-year veteran
on the force, “attempted by physi-
cal menace to put another in fear of
imminent serious bodily harm, spe-
cifically by coming toward Robert
Riley in a threatening manner, while
raising his right hand…And with
purpose to harass Robert Riley, com-
municated in offensively coarse lan-
guage in a manner likely to cause
annoyance or alarm, in violation.”

Probable cause was found for the
summons and the case will be heard
before a judge.

Court Administrator Linda Chieffo
categorized it as an allegation of
“harassment and simple assault.”

The charges stem from an inci-
dent that occurred while Lieutenant
Wayman and Officer Riley were on
duty. Lieutenant Wayman admon-
ished Officer Riley questioned a
direct order, which involved bring-
ing oxygen to a woman in respira-
tory distress.

Officer Riley lodged a complaint
regarding Lieutenant Wayman and
an internal investigation was per-
formed.

Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracy said that “appropriate action
was taken,” but would not comment

further as to how the incident was
handled.

Chief Tracy also told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “I don’t
know of any complaints,” when he
was asked if any verbal or written
complaints have ever been previ-
ously filed against Lieutenant
Wayman.

Officer Riley, an 11-year veteran
on the force, has not been coming
into work, and is “on his days off”
according to Chief Tracy.

It was reported in The Star-Led-
ger that Officer Riley is being
treated for depression and that his
medication makes him too sleepy
to come to work.

Chief Tracy said, “he (Officer
Riley) would have to be fit” in order
to return to active duty on the force.

Lieutenant Wayman’s attorney
Robert Norton of Westfield, said
that “even if the allegations are true,
it’s not a crime.” He said that there
is no allegation that anyone was
touched and that “these charges are
totally unfounded.”

“This is the first time in many
years (as an attorney) to see a com-
plaint of this nature” where one
officer brings charges on another
officer, Mr. Norton said.

The case is supposed to be heard
in Mountainside Borough Court,
but no date has been scheduled and
a prosecutor has not been assigned
to the case.

The Westfield Town Council dis-
cussed the issue in private session
on Tuesday night.

fessional services in connection
with planned improvements to three
township-owned buildings.

Significant roof repairs are
needed at the municipal building,
the public works facility on
Plainfield Avenue and the township
library on Bartle Avenue. The fund
will pay for preliminary engineer-
ing and design work in connection
with the projects. A public hearing
on the ordinance will be held on
September 28.

The council approved a bid from
S. Rotondi & Sons for the upcom-
ing leaf collection program. The
company will be paid $2.38 per
cubic yard for the hauling and de-
livery of leaves to the Union County
Conservation Center. It is expected
that the program will begin in late
October or early November, depend-
ing on weather conditions and the
amounts of leaves that have fallen,
and continue into December.

In a related matter, Mr. Atkins
said the township’s branch and limb
pickup will start next Monday.

The council passed a resolution
calling on local legislative repre-
sentatives to assist in obtaining state

and federal funding to help the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) offset some of the costs of
its planned capital improvement
program.

Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato explained that the costs
associated with RVSA’s upgrades
would impact all of the agency’s
member towns via substantial tax
increases to pay for the improve-
ments.

The council also approved a reso-
lution securing the services of Na-
tional Fence Systems Inc. to install
new fencing at Brookside Park. The
contract, not to exceed $25,000, will
be financed from the township’s
Open Space Trust Fund.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen put in a pitch for contribu-
tions to the American Red Cross,
the  resources of which, he said, “are
stretched to the limit” as a result of
its efforts in Florida in the wake of
the recent hurricanes.

To make donations, please visit
www.redcross.org, call (800)
HELPNOW or send contributions
to the Tri-County Chapter at 322
West Front Street, Plainfield, 07060.

Property Tax Assessments Will
Be Investigated by SP Officials

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Route 22 site again to get a better idea
of the sign’s size and height, as well as
the height of signs for nearby gas sta-
tions and the Blue Star Shopping Cen-
ter before the board’s special meeting
next week.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
· A Sandra Circle resident reported

that her motor vehicle was stolen while
it was parked in front of her home. The
car was recovered the following day in
Newark.

· A resident of Prospect Street reported
the theft of several glass goblets, trays
and some silver spoons from various parts
of her home.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
· Two bicycles were reported stolen from

in front of a North Avenue eatery. One was
described as a 24-inch, blue, 21-speed girls’
Schwinn, while the other was said to be a
24-inch, blue, 21-speed girls’ Aries. Nei-
ther had been recovered at press time.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
· A motor vehicle was reported stolen

from in front of a home in the 1000 block
of Irving Avenue. Additionally, a DVD
player, cellular telephone and wireless
headpiece were taken from inside the
victim’s residence. The automobile was
found in Newark on September 6; the
items taken from inside the house had not
been recovered at press time.

· Amy L. Matlosz, 30, of Westfield
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Fanwood Residents to Hear
Updated Downtown Plans

Michael Brennan, who resigned
from his three-year term as council-
man due to professional and per-
sonal obligations, received a
Fanwood seal plaque and the grati-
tude of all council members.

Members of Fanwood’s Historic
Preservation Commission received
a resolution thanking them for all
their hard work in producing
Fanwood’s own historic background
book, “Fanwood - Images of
America, New Jersey,” which spans
109 years in pictures and text. The
borough is now the 10th of 21 Union
County municipalities to be featured
in the series. The book is on sale at
local bookstores and at Irma’s Hall-
mark store. Copies will also be sold
at Fanny Wood Day on Sunday,
October 3.

Concerns continue to be raised
by parents of children who use the
playground at LaGrande Park. There
have been several instances where,
during games on the baseball field
located next to the park, balls have
flown over the fence and nearly hit
children on the playground. Bor-
ough officials have discussed mov-
ing the baseball field farther away
from the playground.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Fanwood
resident Joel Stroz, who is a Republi-
can candidate for council in the up-
coming November election, told the
council it was his understanding that
the borough already possessed the
funds for moving the field, and asked

when the project would be done.
Acting Mayor Mitchell said that

extra fencing had been added at the
site; however, this did not help the
situation. Councilman Higgins, who
acts as Liaison to the Recreation
Commission, stated that he had spo-
ken with Borough Engineer Joseph
Pryor, who stated that he felt the
baseball field project was a priority
because it was a safety issue.

The first reading of a proposed
ordinance was held on Tuesday night
that would change the employee
status of the borough’s new engi-
neer, Mr. Pryor. Borough Attorney
Dennis Estes explained that previ-
ously, the position of engineer had
been as a regular paid employee,
with medical benefits and pension.
If passed, the ordinance would in-
stead have the borough pay a fixed
fee to the firm that employs the
engineer, with no benefits included,
which would save the borough
money. A second reading of the
ordinance will be held at the Tues-
day, October 12 council meeting.

The consulting firm T&M will
provide advice to Fanwood’s Plan-
ning Board regarding the proposed
development at 300 South Avenue.
Fees are paid for out of the
developer’s escrow fund, at no cost
to the borough.

Fairfield Maintenance has been
awarded a contract to remove an
underground fuel tank and install
monitoring equipment at the Public
Works Garage. The underground
tank was discovered during an in-
spection, as well as the need for the
outdated monitoring equipment to
be upgraded.
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was arrested at her residence and
charged with possession of suspected
heroin. Bail was set at $10,000. Matlosz
also was being held on an outstanding
$205 contempt of court warrant from
Elizabeth.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
· Helen Ekweonu, 22, of Newark was

arrested and charged with shoplifting a
silver necklace valued at approximately
$25 from a business on North Avenue.
She was released after posting $300
bail. Ekweonu also was arrested on an
active contempt of court warrant issued
by the Woodbridge Municipal Court,
and was released after posting $500
bail.

· Lindsay Garner, 28, of Westfield
was arrested at Sussex Street and Central
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. She was later released on
her own recognizance to a responsible
adult.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
· A Cacciola Place resident reported

that someone removed a tow trailer hitch
from his pickup truck while it was parked
on Cacciola Place.


