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Mountainside Chapel Plans
For ‘40 Days of Purpose’

Monsignor to Discuss Role
Of Proactive Lay Catholic

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Sunday,
September 26, the Mountainside
Chapel, located at 1180 Spruce
Drive, will launch its “40 Days of
Purpose Campaign” that will last
through Sunday, November 7.

Mountainside Chapel will join a
worldwide network of thousands of
churches participating in the campaign,
inspired by the book “The Purpose
Driven Life.” Its author, Rick Warren,
is Senior Pastor of the Saddleback
Church in Lake Forest, Calif.

During the campaign at
Mountainside Chapel, members will
explore what is described as God’s
five purposes for people – worship,
fellowship, discipleship, ministry
and evangelism – to be communi-
cated repeatedly in six ways.

The campaign will commence with
a kick-off event on Saturday, Septem-
ber 25, at 7 p.m. at the Chapel, where

participants will watch a video spot-
lighting the Saddleback Church and
its congregation. Weekly messages
from Dr. Gregory Hagg, Pastor of
Mountainside Chapel, will begin at 11
a.m. on September 26.

Additional activities will include
a personal or family daily devotional
reading; a weekly Scripture verse
that everyone memorizes; a weekly
small group or Sunday school les-
son, and a daily church e-mail of
encouragement.

“We are anticipating an unprec-
edented time of spiritual growth for
our church family,” said Dr. Hagg.
“We are expecting 30 host families
from the Chapel to open their homes
to friends and neighbors during the
40 Days of Purpose.”

Anyone bringing a copy of a
newspaper ad or press release about
the campaign to the kick-off event
will receive a complimentary copy
of “The Purpose Driven Life.”
Those interested in attending the
event are encouraged to call the
church office in advance at (908)
232-3456.

WESTFIELD – The Union County
affiliate of Voice of the Faithful will
sponsor a presentation on what it
means to be a proactive lay Catholic
and its necessary spiritual compo-
nent on Monday, September 27, at
7:30 p.m. at the First United Method-
ist Church of Westfield. The church is
located at One East Broad Street at
the corner of North Avenue.

The speaker will be Monsignor
Kenneth Lasch, Pastor Emeritus of
St. Joseph’s Church in Mendham. He
will discuss how wellness comes from
the depths of the soul and keeps people
energized and positive.

Monsignor Lasch holds a Doctor-
ate in Canon Law, and his experience
includes the Diocesan Marriage Tri-
bunal, the Diocesan Liturgy Com-
mission and being the Founding Di-
rector of the Permanent Diaconte.

The stated mission of Voice of the
Faithful is to support all of those
abused by the clergy, to support priests
of integrity, and to shape structural
change within the Catholic Church
where needed.

The organization, which has some
500 members in New Jersey and
30,000 members nationally, was
formed in the Boston area in response
to media reports of church leaders
moving abusive priests from parish to
parish.

Living with Religious Pluralism
And Finding We Can Enjoy It

By REV. EDWARD H. CARLL

It is no secret that New Jersey is
one of the most culturally diverse
places in the United States, if not the
world. Living in a time and within a
population that has been changing
rapidly, the religious landscape has
been changing, too. In the last 35
years, demographic studies reveal that
we have become the most religiously
diverse nation in the world.

In her book, “A New Religious
America,” published in 2001, Dr.
Diana Eck, a professor at Harvard
and director of the Pluralism Project,
describes some emerging trends:

There are approximately six mil-
lion Muslim Americans. There are as
many Muslim Americans as Presby-
terians and Episcopalians combined,
two of the most historically influen-
tial Protestant denominations. There
are about as many Muslim Ameri-
cans as Jewish Americans.

There are about four million Bud-
dhist Americans. Though the major-
ity are recent immigrants and their
American-born children, many are
American converts to Buddhism.

There are more Buddhists in the
United States than either Presbyteri-
ans or Episcopalians.

In lesser numbers, there are about a
million Hindus in the United States,
about as many as the United Church
of Christ or the Disciples of Christ
denominations, as well as about
300,000 Sikhs.

As religious life changes so dra-
matically, many in the more tradi-
tional expressions begin to raise ques-
tions. Some may feel threatened by
the changes going on, but there are
other ways to look at it. As reframing
a picture often changes its whole look,
so does reframing our way of seeing
cultural and religious diversity.

It is quite possible that in the midst of
all this change and diversity, we may
start to rediscover what is common to
all religious expression. Very simply
stated: Being a part of a religious com-
munity and tradition of practice is im-
portant. It connects us with something
deep within and to other people who are
walking on very similar paths.

As the school year begins, many
individuals and families begin to re-
new their search for meaningful reli-
gious education and spiritual direc-
tion for their families. I know I can
speak for my colleagues in the area,
when I offer an invitation to those
who may be searching for a path and
some new ways of making
connections…We welcome you and
would love to have you walk with us
on our paths!

A world rich with diverse religious
expression offers several paths on
which to travel. And we do not have to
feel that our path is superior to every
other path in order to love it. I have
found that my own experiences are
enriched when I take time to appreci-
ate and enjoy the plethora of cultural
and religious diversity all around me.

In our part of the world, rich with
religious expression, I invite you to
pick a path and enjoy the meaning and
purpose that awaits you. There has
never been a better time to pursue the
connections that will enrich your life!

* * * * * * *
Reverend Carll is Senior Pastor at

the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at One East Broad
Street.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT

DIVORCE
The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Palatucci is pleased to announce

that Mario C. Gurrieri, head of its Family Law Department, and April
L. Katz, will present to the public a Free Seminar entitled “Everything
You Need To Know About Divorce” at The Westfield Inn in Westfield
on Thursday, October 7, 2004 and Saturday, October 9, 2004. Mr.
Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over thirty-one
years and Ms. Katz, for over eleven years, will review the law,
explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning
separation, divorce, custody, visitation, alimony, division of assets
and post-divorce Court review of alimony and child support as well
as the new law governing Domestic Partnerships.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding. Divorce Mediation
offers the potential for significant savings while assuring that your
rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay
involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating
divorce, or if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation
or divorce, this Seminar will be of value to you. If you are already
divorced, the Seminar may be of value in explaining post-divorce
rights and obligations of former spouses.

WHERE:
 Westfield Inn

435 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-5600

WHEN:
Thursday, October 7, 2004 from 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 9, 2004 from 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Reservations Required (no names needed)
Call: (908) 272-0200

D E E G A N

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

EVENING OF APPRECIATION…The Girl Scout Appreciation Pin was re-
cently presented to five women in recognition of their outstanding contributions
and service in promoting the program, goals and ideals of Girl Scouts in Westfield.
Given by the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council, Inc. at the annual Adult
Awards and Recognition evening, the pin honors adults who have delivered
outstanding service to at least one service unit or program delivery audience. The
honorees, pictured left to right, are: Jeannine Hughes, Brenda Ames, Kathy
Kattak, Melanie Grenci and Janet Smith.

Grief Recovery Program
To Begin September 27

Sisterhood to Welcome
Author Feather Foster
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of

Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim will
host author Feather Schwartz Foster
at its first meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 21, at 8 p.m. at the temple,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford. Hope Sass, Program Vice
President, will give the introduction.

A resident of Scotch Plains, Mrs.
Foster will discuss her book entitled
“LADIES…a Conjecture of Person-
alities,” in which she crosses the
boundaries between fact, conjecture
and centuries to explore the lives of
presidential wives from Martha Wash-
ington to Mamie Eisenhower.

Sisterhood President Lenore Klein
will preside at a short business meet-
ing. Refreshments will be served by
Hospitality Chairwomen Joan
Finkelstein and Greta Polonitza.

Additionally, Harriet Scheiner,
Judaica Shop Chairwoman, will have
the Judaica Shop open. For more in-
formation, please call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during business hours.

Jewish Singles Plan
Meet and Eat Lunch
COUNTY – The Circle of Single

Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet
and Eat Lunch on Sunday, September
26, at noon at Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse, located at 257 Raritan
Avenue (Route 27) in Highland Park.

The cost is $3, plus the price of a
meal/tip from the menu. Interested
individuals are asked to call Roberta
by Friday, September 24, at (908)
668-8450.

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield, will sponsor a
Grief Recovery Program beginning
on Monday, September 27, for an
eight-week period.

Sessions will be held every Mon-
day from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Members of
the public are invited to attend, and
the church is wheelchair accessible.

Carol Burner, a Certified Grief
Recovery Specialist with a master’s
degree in counseling from Seton Hall
University, will present the program.

Ms. Burner, who lost a daughter
herself, has spent the past eight years
providing individual and group coun-
seling to clients suffering from sig-
nificant and tragic losses, both in the
corporate and private sectors.

The Grief Recovery workshop fee is
$180 for the entire eight sessions, and
is offered at no cost to members of the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield. All are welcome. For addi-

tional information or to register, please
call the church at (908) 233-2494 or
Ms. Burner at (732) 562-8565.

Rev. William C. Page

Terrill Road Baptist to Install
New Pastor at Sunday Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,

September 19, the Reverend William
C. Page will be formally installed as
Pastor of the Terrill Road Baptist
Church, located at 1340 Terrill Road
in Scotch Plains. All are invited to
attend the Installation Ser-
vice at 10:45 a.m. at the
church.

The Reverend Gary
Frost, Executive Director
of the Metropolitan New
York Baptist Association
in New York City, and the
Reverend Steve Sallis,
representing the Baptist
Convention of New York,
are both expected to speak
at the service.

Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks is also expected to ad-
dress the gathering, along with the
Reverend Donald K. Hummel, Pastor
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains,
representing the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Ministerial Association.

For almost 14 years, Reverend Page
was Pastor of the Grace Baptist
Church in Shrewsbury, Mass., having
previously served other churches as
Interim Pastor and Youth Pastor. He

and his wife, Bernadette, moved to
Scotch Plains in July with their five
children, Brittany, Alexia, Carina,
Lucas and Liam.

“I’m very excited,” Reverend Page
recently said about Terrill Road Bap-

tist Church. “I see my role
as an equipper. I think it’s
just so great when you see
someone who is not sure
of what he or she can do,
to breathe some life and
confidence into them.”

Born in Leominster,
Mass., Pastor Page said
he knew at the age of 14
that God had called him to
the ministry. He preached
his first sermon at age 15,
and graduated from Bap-

tist Bible College East in Boston in
1985.

Church Series to Focus
On Families in Poverty

PLAINFIELD – The First Unitar-
ian Society of Plainfield will begin a
nine-session discussion series on the
struggles of families living in poverty
this Sunday, September 19, at noon at
its church, located at 724 Park Av-
enue in Plainfield.

Entitled “Just Neighbors,” the pro-
gram will feature an interactive, multi-
media curriculum developed by the
Interfaith Hospitality Network.

Starting with the topic “Who Is My
Neighbor?,” the series is meant to lead
from understanding the struggles of
families in poverty to greater service
and advocacy for neighbors in need.

Participants may register for any or
all of the free, hour-long sessions.
Donations are requested from those
who come at 11:30 a.m. for lunch.

The program is open to adults, teen-
agers and children ages nine to 12 who
attend with an adult. Childcare will be
available for younger children. Par-
ticipants may register by calling the
church’s Director of Religious Educa-
tion, Sue Fertig, at (908) 756-0750.

Lordy Lordy,

Look Who’s

Forty

Love Robert, Judi,

Shane & Sam.  Wish

we were there.

Knights Mass to Honor
Police, Fire, EMS Units

WESTFIELD – Monsignor Henry
J. Watterson Council No. 1711 of
the Knights of Columbus will hold
its third annual Blue Mass on Sun-
day, September 26, at 12:15 p.m. at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

The Mass will honor police, fire
department and emergency medical
service personnel from Westfield
and Mountainside. As part of the
ceremony, outstanding members of
these departments will be awarded
Certificates of Merit.

The Knights of Columbus is a
worldwide Catholic fraternal orga-
nization. The Monsignor Henry J.
Watterson Council has over 600
members and supports many local
charities, among them special edu-
cation and homes for unwed moth-
ers, as well as providing scholar-
ship assistance.

SAGE’s 50th Annual Meeting
To Include Giving of Awards
SUMMIT – SAGE, a community

resource for eldercare, will hold its
50th Annual Meeting on Wednesday,
September 22, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at
SAGE Spend-A-Day, located at 550
Springfield Avenue in Berkeley Heights.

In addition to celebrating 50 years
of service to Union, Essex, Somerset
and Morris counties, SAGE will honor
organizations, staff and volunteers
for their commitment to SAGE and

its mission.
This year, SAGE will present the

C.R. Bard Foundation, Inc. with “The
Community Partner Award;” Our House
Foundation, Inc. with “The Good
Neighbor Award,” and volunteer Rob-
ert Abelson of New Providence with
“The Agnes N. Badgley Award” for
outstanding volunteer service.

For more information about
SAGE’s programs and services,
please call (908) 273-5550.

Seniors Invited to Register
For Fiesta Theater Trip

SCOTCH PLAINS – Registration
will commence on Monday, Septem-
ber 20, for Scotch Plains residents
and on Monday, September 27, for
non-residents for a trip to the Fiesta
Theater in Wood-Ridge on Wednes-
day, October 20.

The trip, sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee, will include a luncheon and
performance of the comedy Let’s Get
Rid of Grandma.

All registrations must be made in
Room 113 of the Scotch Plains Mu-

nicipal Building, located at 430 Park
Avenue. The bus will also leave from
this location at 10 a.m.

The trip fee is $35 (the Advisory
Committee underwrites the cost of
the bus) and includes the production
and luncheon. Individuals are asked
to indicate their entrée choice of sliced
sirloin of beef, boneless breast of
capon or broiled lemon sole at the
time of registration.

For more information, please call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 222,
or (908) 889-2084.

SAGE Group to Learn
Tips For Healthy Aging

SUMMIT – On Thursday, Septem-
ber 23, the SAGE Women’s Issues
Group will present “Wise Women
Use It Or Lose It” at 9:30 a.m. at St.
John’s Lutheran Church, located at
587 Springfield Avenue in Summit.

Dr. Mary Timiras, Chief of Geriat-
rics at Overlook Hospital, will share
tips and techniques for maintaining
health as one gets older. Attendees
will also receive a free “Healing Ex-
ercises” video.

Refreshments will be served and
the program is open to the public. For
more information, please call Suzanne
Lyon at (908) 273-5550, extension
no. 22.

Prayer to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and

martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail.  K.P.

Prayer to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and

martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail.  L.D.

Genealogical Society
Lists Officers, Trustees

WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields (GSWF)
recently installed its officers and trust-
ees for the 2004-2005 year.

The new officers are as follows:
Barbara McIntyre, President; Martha
Cease, Corresponding Secretary; Ri-
chard Barker, Recording Secretary,
and Ed Witthe, Treasurer.

Richard Underhill, Robert Miller
and Elizabeth Youngs were all elected
as Trustees.

A luncheon meeting is being planned
for Saturday, October 23, to celebrate
the 25th anniversary of the founding
of the GSWF, which is expected to
include special awards and surprises.

On the ‘Net at
goleader.com

Holy Rosary Society
To Gather Today

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trin-
ity and St. Helen’s Holy Rosary
Society will conduct its first meet-
ing of the year today, Thursday,
September 16, at 12:30 p.m. at St.
Helen’s Parish Center on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield.

The Reverend Donald Cialone,
moderator for the group, will wel-
come the members. Several mem-
bers, World War II veterans, will
share their wartime experiences.
Attendees are asked to bring a bag
brown lunch. Refreshments will
be served.


