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OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com I N S U R E D

• FREE unlimited checkwriting and transactions
• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
• FREE of monthly service charge if daily balance of

$1,000 or higher is maintained

Hurry! Open your account today
and receive a $25 Westfield Gift Coin
redeemable at participating businesses

in downtown Westfield!**

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of less than $25,000 earn .50% APY. Rates subject
to change based on market conditions and without notice. Minimum balance to open is $25,000.
If account is closed prior to 1 year, a $25.00 service fee is assessed. If balance is below $1,000,
there is a $10 monthly service fee and no interest is earned. Offer applies only to new accounts,
new money, and funds may not be transferred from an existing Town Bank account.

**Gift coins available only while supplies last. Offer may be withdrawn without notice.
Tax liability is responsibility of the account holder.

You Will Notice the Difference …
Town Super Checking!

on balances of $25,000 or more.

2.02%
Rate guaranteed until May 1, 2005. 
Applies to new accounts only.

APY*

Since 1999, the Union County Free-
holder Board has commissioned no less
than 20 different studies. There have been
feasibility studies with cost analysis, traf-
fic studies, real estate studies, environ-
mental studies, parking studies, an infor-
mation systems study and pre-litigation
studies. I am surprised that there hasn’t
been a study to decide if there should be
a study, although there could have been,
but I just didn’t find it.

Some studies are funded by grants,
some receive matching money from state
and federal sources, but most are paid for
with taxpayer dollars and awarded through
no-bid contracts. The costs vary – it could
be a couple of thousand dollars for an
intern to count cars or in the tens of
thousands to evaluate parking spaces or
do a traffic circulation study in a down-
town area.

Rarely do we hear of the actual results,
but rather a road starts to be dug up, a new
traffic light will appear overnight or some-
times absolutely nothing at all happens,
which could be because the results of the
study being done are not what certain
persons want to hear.

Some studies have been going on for a
number of years and will probably never
end, such as the “Kapkowski Road Trans-
portation Planning Study.” The original
resolution has been repeatedly amended,
including one amendment in 2003 show-
ing a new contract total not to exceed $1.7
million.

This year, the North Avenue Corridor
Improvement Project that is another part
of that same study was introduced at an
amount not to exceed $40,000. I’ll have to
keep my eye on that one and what it will
end up costing.

Recently it was announced that Union
County had reached a $3.5 million settle-
ment with some insurance companies.
The fees paid to the attorneys handling
the litigation totaled $471,000, which is

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Candidate Says County May
Need Studies to Eval. Studies

being touted as a bargain in relation to the
amount of money the county will receive.

What appears to have been forgotten is
that the pre-litigation study cost about
$165,000, paid to an environmental engi-
neering company from outside of Union
County; this was another no-bid contract.
The final total cost of the case was more
like $636,000.

Another example is two feasibility stud-
ies commissioned for the Union County
Arts Center purchase, one appearing in
2002 for $45,000, the other in 2003 for
$47,000, thus increasing the associated
costs of the project by almost $100,000.

Are we doing too many studies? Do we
know the results of all the studies that
have been done or even if they were
completed? What we do know is that
Union County is spending big bucks on
some of these contracts for studies, that
the original contracts seem to be routinely
amended with sizable increases each time,
and that some studies are not included in
the total cost of the project, which can be
viewed as deceptive.

One final note about studies: in 1999, a
study appears on one of the agendas re-
garding a Pedestrian Safety and Mobility
Access Study for Route 22, Union/Spring-
field; another shows up in ’03 responding
to the urging of the Union County Trans-
portation Advisory Board again regard-
ing Route 22 in the Union area. Yet a short
time ago, a woman with a child in a
stroller was crossing the highway in that
same area and was almost killed. What
happened to those studies?

The team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce Pater-
son for Freeholder want to make county
government make sense. Help us by vot-
ing for us in November.

To learn more about the issues or to
contact us, please visit our website at
unioncountygop.org or call at (908) 789-
0200.
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Letters to the Editor
Attorney Says Leader’s Judgment Was
Poor in Publishing Malpractice Item
I was very disturbed by the poor judg-

ment exercised by The Westfield Leader
in publishing an old story in a misleading
manner. The August 12, 2004 issue of
The Leader reported, under the heading
“Police Blotter” and subheading “Crime
and Punishment,” several items regard-
ing Westfield residents involved in crimi-
nal matters. It inaccurately included a
report regarding one of the town’s most
respected medical specialists regarding a
settlement in 2001 of a lawsuit by his
medical malpractice insurer. How this
old item could be considered newsworthy
at this late date is beyond me. Be that as it
may, however, to insinuate in an article
that this doctor was involved in some-
thing involving crime and punishment,
when it was neither, and report it in the
police blotter, is beyond the pale.

The medical malpractice insurance cri-
sis in this state is driving physicians out of
practice and forcing them to agree to the
settlement of civil lawsuits simply be-
cause they cannot risk the financial expo-
sure of a verdict beyond the policy limits
for which they pay all-too-high premi-
ums. To add to that financial burden, with
an article suggesting that there was some
criminal involvement by a well-regarded
surgical specialist, is not worthy of any
newspaper.

Those who know this physician, are his

patients, or have had the privilege of
representing him, as I have, know that he
is a caring, compassionate, and extremely
competent practitioner. Unfortunately,
whenever there is tragedy, medical or
otherwise, in this country, someone must
be sued and blame be assigned. It is this
litigious approach to life’s stresses that
has helped create the malpractice insur-
ance crisis and is helping to destroy medi-
cine in this state and many others. To add
fuel to that fire in the fashion The Westfield
Leader did is reprehensible. I hesitated
before writing this letter, as I did not want
to dignify the comments by a response,
nor did I wish to bring the doctor’s name
before the public yet again in what is
clearly an unfair light. Yet, upon reflec-
tion, The Leader’s editorial misjudgment
cannot be let go without comment.

I trust and hope that The Leader will
exercise better judgment respecting what
is newsworthy and the manner in which
truly newsworthy items are published in
the future.

Louis John Dughi, Jr., Esq.
Dughi, Hewit and Palatucci, P.C.

Publisher’s note: On August 5, 2004,
The Leader published this item as part of
several items under the general banner of
Crime and Punishment. The Leader re-
grets any misleading inference.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROOF OF TROLLEY...State DOT work to revamp the traffic circle on East
Broad Street in Westfield uncovered the original trolley tracks that ran through
the area. Lauren Pass of The Leader/Times is shown inspecting a rail before it is
removed and discarded.

Pressing the flesh is an essential part of
campaigning. Many candidates deem it
cumbersome, but for the Republican free-
holder candidates it is the basis of their
campaign.

Joe Renna said, “We are engaging the
public in our campaign as we would when
elected.” He added, “Presently, the public
is not part of the decision process of county
government. Public participation is dis-
couraged and the actions of the freeholders
and how our taxes are wasted is invisible.”

Mr. Renna’s running mate, Patricia
Quattrocchi, said it is her favorite part of
campaigning.

She said, “We attend as many events as
possible in every one of the county’s 21
municipalities. We don’t have the advan-
tage the incumbents have of using tax
dollars to campaign. Every free concert
and event they sponsor, along with all the
press releases that the county’s public
information department generates, pro-
motes the party in power.”

Frank Arena pointed out that, for the
past few years, the Democrat party in
power spends $1 million dollars

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Joe Renna, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Pat Quattrocchi, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Campaigning With a Smile
And With a Handshake

countywide on their campaign,
“outspending the Republican party five
or six to one.”

All four candidates agree that the tax-
payer should have more say in how their
money is spent; at the very least, they should
be aware of what is going on in the county.

Mr. Renna concluded by saying “The
public will never know what is going on
if only one party is in power. It is up to the
voters to restore a balance to the all-
Democrat freeholder board. We are cam-
paigning for a more open and honest
government. Right now, the people have
no say. We want to change that.”

The team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson for Freeholder want to make
county government more accessable and
more accountable. To learn about the
issues or to contact us, please visit our
website at unioncountygop.org or call at
(908) 789-0200.

At the last Union County Freeholder
Board meeting in September, the Free-
holders introduced for first reading a bond
for $8 million for the construction of the
new juvenile detention center being lo-
cated in Linden. They stated that they had
decided to only go out to bond for a
portion of the construction.

That is odd, because government enti-
ties normally bond for all the costs at once
so they can lock in the most favorable rate
including all incidental costs with the
larger bond number. For 25 years, I am a
project engineer in construction and I
understand the industry. This raised a red
flag in my eyes. Just what is going on?

This is an abrupt change in their direc-
tion. In fact, the saga is interesting regard-
ing how the construction costs are devel-
oping. In April, a reporter asked Mr.
Guzzo, Director of Human Services in
Union County, how much would the ju-
venile detention center cost? The reporter
stated that if there are 80 cells and the
average cost to build a cell in New Jersey
is $200,000, then the total would be $16
million. Director Guzzo stated it would
be closer to $20 million.

Adding 25 percent covers any prob-
lems, land acquisition and even “pay to
play” for studies or professional services.

Then the bombshell dropped in early
July when the Freeholders introduced the
juvenile detention center bond of $37.5
million. Further, in the next meeting, they
revised the cost upward to $39 million!

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Bruce Paterson, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Pat Quattrocchi and Frank Arena

Juvenile Detention Ctr.
Costs Are Out of This World

The cost almost doubled from their al-
ready inflated number of $20 million.

I then spoke with Director Guzzo one
day in August and said the costs seem
way out of line. Ricci Associates did a
rough layout of the center. It isn’t that big.

Using construction standard metrics,
such as the $200,000/cell, gives a reason-
able forecast of costs. I ran out some
additional metrics using square footage
and cubic footage costs of the detention
center. Each time I came out with num-
bers around $12 to $16 million. Add in $5
million for land and $20 mill is tops.

This $40 million now comes out to be
$500,000 a cell. Preposterous, but why
don’t they buy 80 new McMansions
around the county for that much and have
the juveniles live like royalty!

The Freeholders now realize that the
public, with the help of the watchdog
Republican candidates, are scrutinizing
their action and it just can’t be politics and
spending as usual. Now they are trying to
slip this through, piece by piece. We
sorely need this new detention center, but
it should never cost twice as much.

The team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce Pater-
son for Union County Freeholders want
to assure that the county spending is rea-
sonable and accountable. Vote for all four
of us in November. To learn about the
issues or to contact us, please visit our
website at unioncountygop.org or call at
(908) 789-0200.

Detective Says If You Don’t Want
To Be a Police Officer, Just Leave

Head of Detective Bureau Disgusted
With Officer Riley’s Retaliation

Several weeks ago it came to my atten-
tion that a patrolman in the Westfield Police
Department, Robert Riley, had filed a crimi-
nal complaint against his supervisor, Lieu-
tenant Dave Wayman, after the lieutenant
reprimanded him for questioning his direct
order. The order given to Riley was to
respond to the courtroom in the municipal
building, which Riley was two blocks away
from, and provide oxygen to a woman in
respiratory distress. In the article in The Star
Ledger on Sunday, September 12, it states
that Riley was “physically menaced” when
Lt. Wayman pointed his finger at him and
that Wayman used “offensively coarse lan-
guage” towards him. Riley states that since
then, he is taking medication for anxiety and
is being treated for depression and is forced
to call in sick every day because the drugs
make him too drowsy to work. If Patrolman
Riley is so traumatized because someone
pointed a finger at him, what would happen
if someone pointed a gun at him? I sure
wouldn’t want him to be my backup. Riley
states he is unable to work due to anxiety,

depression and heavy medication, but ap-
parently that didn’t stop him from being
spotted attending the Gatti fight in Atlantic
City in August, nor did it stop him from
taking a week-long cruise last week.

It is obvious to me, as well as many
other members of this police department,
that Robert Riley has other motivations
for this complaint. Riley has stated to me
on many occasions, as well as to others,
his dislike for this job and the fact that he
never wanted to be a police officer in the
first place. He even went public several
years ago on a videotape shot by Westfield
High School students in which he stated
his dislike for the job and interest in
getting out. Well, Bob, if you don’t want
to be a police officer, just leave, and stop
embarrassing the fine men and women
who proudly serve this town and this
organization.

Jim McCullough
Detective

Westfield Police

I would like to respond to an article
printed in The Star Ledger on Sunday,
September 12. A Westfield Police Of-
ficer, Robert Riley, has signed criminal
complaints against his platoon com-
mander. The complaints are for harass-
ment and menacing. Officer Riley re-
ceived a legitimate order from Lieutenant
Wayman to respond to a call at the mu-
nicipal court for a woman in respiratory
distress. Riley at this point voiced his
opinion concerning the call over the po-
lice radio in deference to Wayman’s or-
der. Lt. Wayman then had Riley respond
to headquarters and admonished him for
his comments and his insubordination.

A police department is considered a
quasi-military organization which requires

that all its members obey all orders from
their superior officers. The only exception
is when the orders are illegal or immoral.

I have been a police officer for the
Town of Westfield for 32 years. When I
signed on I swore to protect and serve the
people of Westfield and obey the orders
of my superior officers. To date, I have
been able to live up to this oath.

Officer Riley has either forgotten about
his oath, or has assumed an agenda that is
contrary to the efficient operation of our
police department.

I personally am disgusted at the thought
of this type of retaliation by any officer.

Frank Brunelle
Detective Lieutenant

Westfield Police

On the ‘Net at
goleader.com.com


