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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

LIFE INSURANCE   •   ANNUITIES   •   ESTATE PRESERVATION   •   LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE 

This is the true story of how your life 
insurance prevented a financial disaster. 

(At least, it could be.)

ou’re in the minority. You actually have enough life
insurance. The fact is, many Americans are substantially

underinsured.  Some think the insurance they got through work is all
they need. Others mistakenly think they can’t afford the premiums.
But not you. You understood the value of life insurance. And you took
the time to sit down with Prudential and get it right.

It means your kids could still afford to go to the college of their
choice. Your spouse wouldn’t have to worry about defaulting on the
mortgage or making early retirement plan withdrawals. Your family
could continue to feel all the love you have for them. Who said life
insurance was boring?

Y

Call me today. 

IFS-A095065 Ed. 8/2004

Jeffrey R. McMahon, CLTC

The Prudential Insurance Company of America

Premier Agent

1243 Route 22 E., Mountainside NJ 07092
Tel 908 654-0092  Fax 908 654-0236
jeff.mcmahon@prudential.com
Headquartered in Newark, NJ

Clinical Hypnosis

WEIGHT: modify eating habits (2 or 3 visits)
BULIMIA:  stop the binge-purge (4 to 6 visits)

TOBACCO: stop smoking (1 or 2 visits)
ALCOHOL: stop or reduce (4 to 6 visits)

MARIJUANA: stop using (4 to 6 visits)
PHOBIA: conquer a fear (1 or 2 visits)

NAIL BITING: stop the habit (1 or 2 visits)
ANXIETY: learn to control it (1 visit)

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified / Registered / Insured

Dr. Glassman is a “Visiting Scholar” at

Columbia University Medical Center

908-301-0039  www.MedicalHypnosis.info

Ivy League Clinical Hypnosis Center LLC

Mountainside, New Jersey

is My Primary Specialty.

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Four Towns Appealing To
Stop County RR Reactivation

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders have hired a law firm
to represent the county in an appeal
filed by four municipalities challeng-
ing the reactivation of the old Staten
Island and Rahway Valley freight rail-
road lines. The county contracted with
Morristown and Erie Railway, Inc.
(M&E) in 2002 to begin service on
the defunct rail lines.

Kenilworth, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, and Summit took the
county to court in June of 2003 claim-
ing the county had moved ahead with-
out first gaining consent of the gov-
erning bodies of those communities.
The railroad lines, which were aban-
doned in 1991 according to the Coa-
lition to Stop The Train, which is
fighting the project, would also in-
clude Cranford, Linden and Union,
towns that did not join the legal fight.

Union County Assignment Judge
Edward W. Beglin, Jr. ruled in the
county’s favor on December 6, 2003
on all but one of the counts in the
lawsuit. Judge Beglin, now retired,
said the towns could pursue the ques-
tion of whether the county freeholder
board violated the Open Public Meet-
ings Act at their June 5, 2003 meet-
ing.

The board last week appointed the
Union City law firm of Brownstein,
Booth & Associates to represent the
county in the appeal at a cost of
$10,000.

The towns suffered another defeat
in June when the Surface Transporta-
tion Board, a federal agency that over-
sees railroads, voted against re-open-
ing the hearing process with regard to
the rail certificate issued to M&E
Railway to reactivate the freight rail
lines. The municipalities had cited
environmental and safety concerns in
their argument. Kenilworth, Roselle
Park, Springfield and Summit have
vowed to continue their challenge of
the project. Roselle officials have
opted not to appeal.

M&E has already begun work on
the Staten Island branch of the rail
line, which connects Cranford to Lin-
den and expects that portion of the
project to be complete by the end of
the year. The Rahway Valley line, run-
ning from Cranford to Summit, should
be finished by the end of next year.

In other business, the freeholders
introduced an $8.9 million bond ordi-
nance for the county’s new 74-bed
detention center to be built in Linden
on Edwards Street off of Routes 1&9.
The current detention center in Eliza-

beth has only 34 beds although pub-
lished reports indicate that the
facility’s population is often double
that amount.

The county has been under the gun
by state officials for close to a decade
to construct a facility that better meets
the needs of juveniles. Pressure in-
creased on county officials following
the May 10, 2003 suicide of a 17-
year-old in the current facility. The
county purchased the property in an
industrial section of Linden for $4.3
million.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada told The Westfield Leader  and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the bonds are for the first phase of
the project, which includes the archi-
tectural and engineering specifica-
tions.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Bruce Paterson
of Garwood, a Republican candidate
for freeholder this fall, took issue
with several contracts authorized by
the board which he said were ap-
proved without seeking competitive
bids.

He referred to one approved to the
PMK Group of Cranford for plumb-
ing engineering services for a water
tank replacement at the county Court-
house Old Annex for $24,000 and
another for $179,236 to Media
Squared of New Brunswick for me-
dia consulting services to market the
county’s “innovative educational pro-
grams” through the end of the year.

Mr. Paterson said he suspects both
contracts involve “pay to play,” a pro-
cess where companies and individu-
als are awarded lucrative government
contracts in exchange for political
contributions.

On another matter, the board pre-
sented Charles Mancuso, First Vice
President of the Consumer Banking
Division of Independence Commu-
nity Bank, with a resolution for the
bank’s $5,000 donation to county’s
new Children’s Recreation Trust
Fund, which was established this year
by Chairman Estrada.

The money will be utilized to fund
Pop Warner Football in the City of
Plainfield. Mr. Mancuso serves on
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School Board of Education lo-
cated in Scotch Plains.

Freeholder Estrada announced that
the board would not hold its previ-
ously scheduled agenda meeting on,
Thursday, September 23. The board
instead will hold its agenda and regu-
lar meeting on Thursday, September
30, at 7 p.m.

Ferguson Co-Sponsors Bill
For Area Security Funds

FW Community Police
Set September Meeting

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Com-
munity Policing Alliance (CPA) will
hold its next monthly meeting on
Thursday, September 23, at 7 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the
Fanwood Community House on the
second floor. The Fanwood Commu-
nity House is the historic building on
the North side of the train station in
Fanwood.

Started in 2004, the Fanwood Po-
lice Department organized a CPA.
The CPA invites all residents and
those working in Fanwood to join.
The goal is to create a link between
the police and the community that
will address a wide array of topics,
including crime prevention, child
safety and community events. The
CPA meets monthly in the evening –
exact dates and times to be deter-
mined in advance of each meeting.
For more information contact Michael
Prasad at (908) 247-7211 or Police
Sergeant Thomas Jedic at (908) 322-
5000 ext.151.

Union County GOP Women
Breakfast Planned for Sept.
SUMMIT – Union County Repub-

lican Women will hold their first an-
nual Fall Breakfast on Saturday, Sep-
tember 18 from 9 to 11 a.m. at Canoe
Brook Country Club in Summit.

Myrna Blyth, author of “Spin Sis-
ters: How the Women of the Media
Sell Unhappiness and Liberalism to
the Women of America,” will be the
featured speaker.

Ms. Blyth was Editor-in-Chief and
Publishing Director of Ladies’ Home
Journal for more than 20 years and
founding Editor-in-Chief and Pub-
lishing Director of More.

Ms. Blyth currently serves as a
Commissioner on the President’s
Commission on White House Fel-
lows and a member of the Advisory
Committee for the Office of Research
in Women’s Health at the National

Institutes of Health.
The breakfast will also honor New

Providence Councilwoman Maxine
Hirsch and former Scotch Plains Mayor
Joan Papen for outstanding leadership
and public service. Councilwoman
Hirsch will be retiring after 20 years as
an elected official in New Providence.
Ms. Papen served 16 years on the Scotch
Plains Township Council, including four
years as mayor, and recently stepped
down after six years as Vice Chair of the
Union County Republican Committee.

The breakfast is open to all. Tickets
are $29 per person. Please send a
check payable to Union County Re-
publican Women, 115 Grove St.,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 by Sep-
tember 15. For more information
please contact the UCRW President
at (908) 522-1455.

WASHINGTON - In an effort to
strengthen America’s security
against terrorism - including increas-
ing security funding for high-threat
states like New Jersey - Congress-
man Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) co-spon-
sored bipartisan legislation that
would implement the recommenda-
tions made by the national commis-
sion that investigated the September
11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

The legislation, a companion of a
bill introduced by Senator John
McCain, R-Arizona, in the Senate,
was introduced in the House on
Wednesday. It would establish a di-
rector of national intelligence to over-
see all of the government’s spy agen-
cies as well as create a national
counter terrorism center.

The 9/11 Commission, headed by
former New Jersey Governor Tom
Kean, released its unanimous rec-
ommendations in July. Former Gov-
ernor Kean and former Congress-
man Lee Hamilton, the commission’s
vice chairman, endorsed Senator
McCain’s Senate legislation and its
counterpart in the House, which was
introduced Wednesday by Rep. Chris
Shays ( R-Conn.).

A key provision of the
commission’s recommendations in-
cluded distributing homeland secu-
rity funding based on the vulnerabil-
ity and threat of terrorist attack. Un-
der current law, most federal secu-
rity funding is distributed to all states.

“While we’ve strengthened our se-
curity since September 11, there’s
more that should be done, and that’s
why the commission’s recommen-
dations are an important first step to
keep America safe,” Rep. Ferguson
said. “Importantly, the legislation
implements the 9/11 Commission’s
recommendations that homeland se-
curity funding should be allocated
based on a real threat of terrorist

attack. That’s the right policy, that’s
good for high-threat states like New
Jersey and it should be the law of the
land.”

Although some homeland secu-
rity funding are based on risk of
terrorist attack, most security fund-
ing is distributed on a formula that
allocates the money to all states.
Congressman Ferguson voted in July
during debate on the annual Depart-
ment of Homeland Security appro-
priations bill to increase UASI fund-
ing by $450 million, which would
benefit states like New Jersey.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACADEMY GRADUATE...This beautiful and highly trained police dog gradu-
ated last week as one of twelve in his class at the Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains. He joins the county sheriff’s department to protect the public in searching
for drugs and explosives.

Leg. Would Create Tough
Laws Against Forced Labor
TRENTON – The Assembly Judi-

ciary Committee released a bill spon-
sored by LegislationAssemblywoman
Linda Stender, Assemblymen Neil
Cohen and Upendra Chivukula to
crack down on criminals who profit
in the illicit traffic of humans for
forced labor or prostitution.

The bill was drafted in response to
cases in Plainfield and Elizabeth
where young Mexican girls were lured
to Union County on promises of a
better life, only to find themselves
forced into prostitution.

“Trading in humans for forced la-
bor or prostitution is a modern form
of slavery in America,” said Assem-
blywoman Stender (D-Union). “In
any context, the trafficking in people
for profit is one of the most despi-
cable crimes imaginable.”

The bill (A-2730) would create two
new first-degree crimes: involuntary
servitude and human trafficking. Both
crimes would be included in the state’s
racketeering statute, and would be
punishable with prison sentences of
30 years to life.

In addition, convicted individuals
would be subject to confiscation of
all property or other money used in or
gained through perpetration of the
crime.

“Human traffickers do not look at
innocent women or children and see
another human being,” said Assem-
blyman Cohen (D-Union). “When
they look at their victims, they see
only an easily exploitable commod-
ity. These criminals cannot be handled
with kid gloves – they must be dealt
with in the harshest terms.”

An individual would commit the
crime of involuntary servitude if they

knowingly hold another person in a
condition of forced labor threatening
bodily harm if they do not work,
destroying withholding immigration-
related documents or other govern-
ment-issues identification documents
or by creating a belief in their victim
that they must be held in a condition
of involuntary servitude.

Prosecution for human trafficking
would be brought against individuals
who knowingly recruit or otherwise
lure persons into a state of involun-
tary servitude. In addition, victims of
human trafficking forced to work as
prostitutes would not be held crimi-
nally liable for their actions while
under the involuntary service of the
trafficker.

According to testimony from
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romonkow, human trafficking is
becoming the fastest growing illicit
criminal activity in the world. He
noted to the committee that up to
900,000 people, one-third of whom
are women or children, are annu-
ally lured into forced labor or pros-
titution. Up to 20,000 cases of hu-
man trafficking occur in the United
States, and Prosecutor Romankow
estimated approximately 5,000 of
those individuals are brought into
New Jersey.

Victims would be able to seek
restitution from the Victims of
Crime Compensation Board. The
board would be able to order the
payment of direct compensation,
as well as ordering the provision of
other means needed for the victim
to rebuild their life, whether it be
necessary medical care or other
social services.

www.goleader.com


