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E. Brunswick Bears Shut Out
Blue Devil Soccer Girls, 2-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The East Brunswick High School
girls’ soccer team found success twice
to quiet the Westfield High School
girls, 2-0, in the season opener in
Westfield on September 11.

Throughout the game, Blue Devil
junior outside flanker Alison
Bridgman and senior midfielder Gio
Palatucci rose to the challenge for a
strong game. Goalkeeper Lauren
Sinnenberg was kept busy and suc-
ceeded at making several diving saves.

“Alison Bridgman is a phenomenal
player and she really played her heart
out today,” said first year varsity Head

Coach Katie Egan. “I had to move
her around to play outside, fullback
and in the middle as stopper and she
did some excellent things out there
for us. Palatucci did a great job dis-
tributing and helped us settle down
when we were panicking.”

The Bears came out playing their
style of game by using the long ball and
struck gold in the first half at the 13:36
mark when Kristie Lang positioned
herself at the right spot and settled the
ball in the net from six-yards out on
Casy Caruso’s corner kick.

“Our goal during the first half was
to win the 50-50 balls and play pos-
session on the ground,” explained
coach Egan. “East Brunswick was
quick on top and they liked to play a
lot of long balls while we wanted to
stop the ball going through the air
and controlling it on the ground.
Unfortunately, we did not come out
and execute.”

The Blue Devils took the attack to
East Brunswick immediately in the
second half, proceeded to dictate of-
fensive policy and added four more
shots on goal. Senior Danni Fried,
playing the forward position attacked
from the top of the penalty box and
hammered a high shot toward the far
post, but Bear keeper Amanda Nagy
made a brilliant deflecting save. Mo-
ments later, Fried called on Nagy

once more ripping a corner kick that
was once again smothered.

“I told the kids at half time that they
had to keep winning the 50-50 balls.
They really stepped up and did a nice
job. They started playing to feet and
controlled possession longer.”

Despite the Blue Devil pressure,
the Bears regrouped and launched an
attack that reaped dividends when
Blanar burned the Westfield net 22-
yards out after taking a drop pass
from Shannon Mastrogiovanni.

“We played a little too much of
panic long ball to the corner today
which is not what we’re looking to
do,” said Palatucci. “We responded to
what East Brunswick was doing in-
stead of playing our own game. For
the future, we have to learn from what
we did and work on it in practice. We
need to settle down, play our game,
which consists of two-feet quick
passes and we’ll be successful.”

Egan added, “We were not playing
with our best defensive unit that nor-
mally would have out there. We made
a lot of substitutions, which I don’t
like to do because it ruins the flow of
the game. In summary, I was happy
the way the defense played. Yes, I’m
disappointed we lost, but it is a good
way for us to learn and see what we
have. We just need to take this game
in stride and keep going.”

KEEPER MEREDITH MAKES SEVERAL GREAT SAVES

‘Green Wave’ Stops Raider
Soccer Boys, 1-0, in O. T.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two quality high school boys soc-
cer teams battled to a 0-0 tie in regu-
lation; however, the Delbarton Green
Wave found success to get the ball
into the goal mouth with five minutes
remaining in the second overtime
period to earn a, 1-0 victory over host
Scotch Pains-Fanwood in its season
opener on September 10. Delbarton
stopper Will Lee, on a set up play,
lofted a serve toward the right end
line to Mark Murphy, who drilled the
winning shot off a scramble in front
of the net into the upper right corner.

“In overtime, a ball bounces around.
Guys are trying to clear it. The kid
(Murphy) gets in there, gets a foot on
the ball and, ‘boom,’ it’s in back of the
net. That’s a tough loss against a
quality opponent. It happens and what
are you going to say,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky. “It’s
been a long time since we lost one on
opening day, but I rather lose one now
than in November like we did last
year with Ramapo. Hopefully, we

can build from this.”
Despite the fact that Delbarton held

a 21-4 advantage in shots, Raider
sophomore goalkeeper Bryan
Meredith delivered a powerful per-
formance including numerous unbe-
lievable saves. Meredith’s aggressive-
ness and quick reactions kept the
Raiders’ den safe from lifting the
score.

“He’s going to be a big-time
keeper,” said Breznitsky. “I don’t
know of very many keepers in the

state at the high school level who are
doing the job that he has done for us.
He literally took a goal away from
them on a free kick and made another
tremendous save near the end of the
first overtime period.”

The Raiders experienced disap-
pointment early in the match when
senior Tri-Captain and center Casey
Hoynes-O’Connor was sidelined with
an injury.

“Casey is a guy we expect to come
in and be our field general. It’s unfor-
tunate that this injury has been nag-
ging him. The guys who came in and
played for him did a great job. Hope-
fully, we’ll get Hoynes-O’Connor

back soon and go from there,” com-
mented Breznitsky who also pointed
out that it was a pretty evenly played
match throughout the first and sec-
ond half and he did see very little
difference in the match-ups, although
he felt his Raiders could have had a
few more balls on goal.

“They had a tough time dealing
with Sean Young of course, our jun-
ior forward, and Terence Charles,
our senior Tri-Captain sweeper and
defender, did a great job,” said

Breznitsky. “Our front line needs to
do a better job up front on their leads
and passes.”

Brian Hessemer and forward Jerek
Cohen rose to the challenge and
played a strong game for the Raiders.

“For two freshman to come into a
game with this high of an impact type
of a game and with the intensity it
possessed, they did a great job and
that can only build from that particu-
lar type of an experience,” said
Breznitsky.

After bouts with Cranford on Sep-
tember 13 and Linden on September
15, the Raiders will host Ridge this
Saturday, September 18, at 11 a.m.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DAZZLING THE BEARS…Blue Devil outside flanker Alison Bridgman, No. 21, controls the ball as she moves it down field
against East Brunswick in the season opener in Westfield on September 11.

SPF Soccer Girls Tie
Cranford Cougars, 1-1
The No. 20 Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School girls soccer team had to
settle for a 1-1 tie with rival Cranford
in Cranford on September 13. Jesse
Sapienza scored the Raiders’ goal off
a Kelly Rigano corner kick early in
the game.

Cougar Gina Malangone tied the score
with 18 minutes remaining in regula-
tion. Raider sophomore goalie Lauren
Mains made nine saves and Cougar
Danielle D’Amico made eight saves.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 0 0 1
Cranford 0 1 0 0 0

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $879,000

Four bedroom Colonial with spacious sunlit interior.  Fireplace with built-ins in the living room, china
closet in formal dining room.  Large country kitchen.  Great property with fully fenced yard and specimen
plantings.  Please call for your personal tour of this notable home today.  (052009694)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $519,900
This home is situated on a gorgeous 79 x 142 property.  Lots of room to expand or set up a summertime
game on the side yard. Home features 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, finished basement.  Updated kitchen &
bath.  Rear deck & patio w/baseketball hoop & built-in gas grill is a perfect place to entertain.  (052009723)

WESTFIELD                    $549,000

This magnificent 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home boasts Colonial charm and architectural details throughout
its spacious rooms.  The 2 story foyer w/Palladian window opens to a sunny living room.  A formal dining
room overlooks lush rear yard.  The eat-in-kitchen includes custom cabinetry & separate dining area.
Family Room w/wood burning fireplace and slider to patio and much more.  All this, on a professionally
landscaped property w/circular drive.  (052009747)

MOUNTAINSIDE                                                                      $538,900
This 4 bedroom, 1.5 bath home sits on a hill overlooking a tree-lined street and features hardwood
floors, eat-in kitchen, wood burning fireplace in living room and chair rail in formal dining room.  The
Florida room leads you to a serene backyard which includes a brick barbeque situated in a park-like
setting. (052009746)

House Beautiful!

Charming Raised RanchOpen House: Sun 9/19, 1-5 PM

Open House: Sun 9/19, 1-5 PM

County High School
Girls Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 10:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 11,
Bayonne 1

Allie Hambleton and Lisa
Camarada netted two goals apiece
for the No. 20 Raiders.
Governor Livingston 4, Rahway 0

Dana Ragonese flicked in two
goals for the Highlanders while
Chrissie Sidie and Meredith Talbot
netted a goal each.
New Providence 7, Brearley 0

Tara Alberse and Megan Burke
each scored two goals for the Pio-
neers.
Dayton 3, North Plainfield 1

Cristin Zavocki had two goals
and an assist for the Bulldogs.

SEPTEMBER 13:
Union 3, Elizabeth 0

Jessica Ramirez had a goal and
two assists for the Farmers.
Oak Knoll 2, Morris Catholic 2

Julie Kiernan and Kelsey Quick
scored for the OK Royals.
Brearley 11, Plainfield 0

Loren Dotter netted three goals
and Alex Pederson had two goals
and an assist for the Bears.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING THE DEN SAFE…Sophomore goalkeeper Brian Meredith made
several tremendous big-time saves against the Delbarton Green Wave. Despite his
heroic efforts, the Raiders fell, 1-0 in double O.T.


