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LOCKERY GALLOPS FOR 193 YARDS, SCORES 2 TDs

Raider Gridders Show Mercy
In, 41-6, Win Over East Side

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rarely does a 41-6 win indicate
mercy on the part of the victors; how-
ever, that was the case when the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team gave every member on its
roster an opportunity to see action in
its conquest of Newark East Side at
Malcolm X. Shabazz Field in New-
ark on September 10.

In slightly more than two quarters of
play, senior halfback Lakiem Lockery
amassed 193 yards on 16 carries, in-
cluding a 22-yard touchdown (TD), a
one-yard TD plunge and a 75-yard
gallop to the East Side 12-yard line to
set up senior Mike DiNizo’s TD re-
ception from senior quarterback Dan
LaForge. From that point, the Raiders
went with their reserves and got a fine
performance from backup quarterback
Dave Belford and backup running back
Tom Pennella.

The 1-0 Raiders chewed up 302 yards
on the ground and 89 yards in the air.
LaForge connected for five of six passes
for 70 yards and one TD and Belford hit
3-of-4 for 19 yards. Pennella rushed 64
yards on four carries, which included a
49-yard TD run two minutes into the
fourth quarter and Greg Brand carried
11 times for 39 yards. DiNizo had two
receptions for 22 yards and a TD, full-
back Anthony Curry had one reception
for 30 yards and Kyle Gates had a
reception for 18 yards.

East Side’s only score came on a 55-
yard pass from Antonio Miranda to
wide receiver Derek Miller with 1:30
left in the third quarter. Miranda passed
for 121 yards – only 22 in the first half
– and the Red Raiders totaled only 47
yards on the ground – 19 in the first half.

“Tonight, I just wanted to come out
an play my game. Do what I had to
do! We knew they weren’t that tough,
but we still wanted to play hard like

we always do,” said Lockery. “It was
the first time for me playing defense,
so I was excited. We had juniors and
sophomores helping us on defense.
That was good. We all played to-
gether as a team.”

Linebackers Kevin Urban and
DiNizo (one interception) led the
Raider “Wild Dog” defense with
seven and six tackles, respectively.
Senior Marc Fabiano made five tack-
les, including an eight-yard sack, and
Curry had five tackles. Mat Blasi had
a 42-yard TD interception.

The Raider defense wasted little
time as Colin Weber intercepted quar-
terback Miranda’s pass and darted 47
yards for the touchdown with just 1:10
off the clock. Mike Baumwoll con-
verted the first of his five points after.
On the last play of the first quarter, the
Raiders went up 14-0 when Lockery
slanted 22 yards for a TD.

DELDUCA SCORES TOUCHDOWN ON 19-YARD SPRINT

Old Bridge Gridders Slip By
Blue Devils in Opener, 26-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Missed tackles by the Blue Devil
defense mixed with crafty running by
Knights quarterback John Hoernlein
led to a, 26-7, Old Bridge victory
over the hosting Westfield High
School football team at Gary Kehler
Stadium on September 11. Senior
halfback Tom DelDuca scored the
Blue Devils’ sole touchdown (TD) on
a 19-yard run in the third quarter.

Hoernlein was devastating to the
Blue Devils on both sides of the ball.
Offensively, using his deceptive quar-
terback option, he rumbled over would
be tacklers for 142 yards on 14 car-
ries, including TD runs of 43 and 36
yards, respectively, in the second half.
Defensively, Hoernlein had a 40-yard
TD punt return in the first half to give
the Knights a 13-0 lead and added a
key momentum-changing intercep-
tion early in the second half.

The Blue Devils’ offense sputtered
badly in the first half and was held to
two yards on the ground and 33 yards
in the air. The second half was quite
different as the Blue Devils put up 146
rushing yards and 21 passing yards but
had promising scoring drives halted
by an interception and some needless
penalties. DelDuca finished with 53
yards rushing on nine carries and se-
nior fullback Marc Dowling had 11
rushes for 33 yards and two receptions
for 18 yards. Senior quarterback Mike
Patella completed seven of 13 passes
for 54 yards, with two interceptions.
Junior halfback Andrew Shaffer rushed
45 yards on five carries and senior
tight end Bryan Power had two recep-
tions for 17 yards but had an 18-yard
reception nullified via penalty.

From his linebacker position,
Dowling recorded 10 tackles and one
fumble recovery and sophomore
tackle Santo Nardi recorded 11 tack-

les and a sack, but many of the Blue
Devils found it difficult to bring down
the hard-running Hoernlein.

“We just have to tackle better, work
on it during practice. We are young.
We are a family. We are going to keep
going,” said Dowling.

“It was pretty obvious, I guess,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Ed Tranchina
of the missed tackles. “It’s attributed to
two things, their quarterback’s ability
to break tackles and our bad technique.
It seemed like the first half we were in
a bog. It was the first game for a lot of
kids. We are only going to get better.”

The Knights took just four plays
and 1:42 to roll 84 yards their first TD
when running back Bryant McCombs
scored on a 58-yard rumble. Hoernlein
scored his 40-yard punt return with
6:58 left in the half.

In the second half, the Blue Devils’
offensive line came out cracking after

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROLLING TO A 75-YARD GAIN…Raider halfback Lakiem Lockery, No. 9, rolls breaks loose around the left side and
dashes for a 75-yard gain that eventually led to a touchdown. The Raiders handily defeated Newark East Side, 41-6, at
Shabazz Field in Newark.
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Goods & Services You Need!

THS
Travers Home Solutions

L.L.C. WESTFIELD

custom wiring - carpentry - repairs
specializing in custom home theatre

and audio installations
consultation - advice - tech help

tomtravers@comcast.net 908-472-6341

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor

SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

TEL: (201) 955-1073

1-888-47-FLOOR

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Carpentry, Plaster

General Home Repairs

Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320
Serving Union Co. for over 15 years

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPRINTING AROUND THE RIGHT FOR A TOUCHDOWN…Blue Devil halfback Tom DelDuca, No. 2, sprints around
the right side and heads for a 19-yard touchdown against the Knights of Old Bridge.


