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Westfielder Mary Ruotolo Resigns
From Union County Freeholder Bd.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Just before the start of the holiday
weekend Union County Freeholder
Mary Ruotolo announced that she
will resign from the freeholder board
effective Friday, September 10.

Mrs. Ruotolo was appointed to the
freeholder board in 1998 to fill the
unexpired term of Carol Cohen. She
was elected to a full three-year term
later in 1998, and re-elected in 2001.
Earlier this year, she announced she
would not seek another three-year
term.

In July, Mrs. Ruotolo was named
Director of Development for the
Garden State Arts Foundation, a not-
for-profit branch of the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority that provides
free arts programming for New
Jerseyans of all ages at the PNC
Bank Arts Center and other venues
throughout the state.

“Personal and professional obliga-
tions led to my decision not to seek a
third term,” Mrs. Ruotolo said. “I
have elected to step up my departure
from the board because of increased
responsibilities in my new position

coupled with a recent injury requir-
ing weeks of physical therapy.”

“The last six and a half years have

been extremely rewarding,” she con-
tinued. “I am proud to have served the
residents of Union County as Free-
holder and I look forward to serving
residents throughout New Jersey in
my new position at the Garden State
Arts Foundation.”

Union County Democratic Com-
mittee Chairwoman Charlotte
DeFillipo was on vacation and un-
available for comment as of press
time. The committee will have the
opportunity to appoint a replacement
to finish out Mrs. Rutolo’s term, which
expires at the end of this year.

It is expected that  one of the candi-
dates currently running for election
to the board will be chosen. The
Democrat candidates are Adrien
Mapp of Plainfield and Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford.

Mrs. Ruotolo is a native of Eliza-
beth and a lifelong resident of Union
County.

As liaison to the Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, Freeholder
Ruotolo helped plan the HEART
Grant program (History, Education,
Arts – Reaching Thousands) that dis-
tributes grants to artists, musicians,

actors and historians around the
county. Under her direction, the
annual Jersey Jazz By The Lake
Festival and Four Centuries In A
Weekend program attracted thou-
sands of visitors to Union County
locations.

Mrs. Rutolo resides in Westfield
and has three children, Lyndsay, An-
drew and Jayne. Her husband, An-
drew Ruotolo, Jr., served as Union
County Prosecutor from 1991 until
his death in 1995.

Settlement With Insurance Cos.
Yields $3.5 Mil. for Union County

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The county’s Board of Chosen Free-
holders is expected to take action
tonight to authorize the final payment
of $471,000 in legal fees for litigation
the county has been involved in
against several insurance companies.
The county was awarded $3.5 million
collectively in a settlement reached
with the carriers.

County Counsel Robert Barry told
The Westfield Leader that Aetna Insur-
ance was the last insurance company
to reach a settlement with the county.
The county took action four years ago
to collect additional monies for insur-
ance coverage for hazardous waste
cleanup connected with the removal
of underground storage tanks. The free-
holders will vote tonight to authorize
the final payment of $6,000 to the
Clark-based law firm of Killian and
Salisbury, bringing the total to just
short half a million dollars.

“When you look at it on balance,
what we are getting back is far ex-
ceeding (the legal fees),” said Free-

holder Daniel Sullivan.
The board will also vote to increase

the amount of legal fees involved in
litigation involving former county em-
ployee Joe Renna. Mr. Renna, a Repub-
lican candidate for freeholder this fall,
was dismissed last year as an employee
with the county’s Department of Eco-
nomic Development. The board’s ap-
proval of an additional $5,000 in legal
fees will bring the total paid to the
Garrubbo, Romankow, Rinaldo and
Capece of Westfield to $27,500.

Mr. Renna describes the litigation as
an “administrative law proceeding.”
When reached Friday, he said the county
attempted to terminate his employment
on four additional occasions after the
initial dismissal which the lawsuit is
based. Administrative Law Judge Mar-
garet Hayden in Newark handed the
decision down a month ago.

Mr. Barry would not comment on
the case, saying it is still ongoing
litigation.

In other business, Freeholder Lewis
Mingo announced that grants are now
available to the county to conduct

studies along New Jersey Transit’s
Raritan Valley commuter line for fu-
ture economic development.

Freeholder Mingo, Chairman of the
Economic Development Committee,
said development for such concepts,
as Transit Villages would help bring
new residents into communities along
the railroad line. He said the county,
which would serve as the lead agency,
would use the grants to look at exist-
ing land use in and around the Raritan
Valley Line and than provide the in-
formation to municipalities.

At last week’s meeting, Director of
Finance Lawrence Caroselli an-
nounced that the county would soon
begin seeking input from the county’s
2,700 employees on a new flexible
spending plan currently in the plan-
ning stages with Horizon Healthcare
Insurance of Newark.

Mr. Caroselli said employees would
be able to have money deducted from
their paychecks and set aside for future
health, medical, and dependent care
costs. The carrier or a third party ad-
ministrator, with the county and em-
ployees saving on Social Security pay-
ments, will hold monies. The freehold-
ers will vote tonight on a resolution to
authorize the county to initiate discus-
sions with Horizon at a cost of $3,000.

Mary Ruotolo

Mayor Reveals Parking Garage
Financials to WF Town Council

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

While the numbers still need to be
“tweaked,” the finances for the pro-
posed parking garage at Prospect and
Elm Streets were presented to the
Westfield Town Council on Tuesday
night. The presentation will be made
again on Tuesday, September 14, dur-
ing the council’s public session.

The parking garage would increase
the number of existing spaces by 283.
The plan would leave $1.2 million of
parking revenue for use in the annual
operating budget to buy down taxes.
It is projected that the town will take
in $1,466,380 this year due to permit
rate increases. This means that
$266,380 can be used to offset the
cost of the new garage.

If the garage is built, permit rates
would increase by $6.50 per month
and on-street meter fees would be
raised to 75 cents. These increases
will bring an extra $206,350 to fund
the garage. Some of the employee

permits currently in Lot 9 (Central
and North Avenues) will be moved
into the garage, opening up space in
Lot 9 for commuters. There will also
be 100 new meter spaces and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
will be asked to guarantee $10 per
employee permits. This totals
$345,740.

The total additional revenue will
be $818,470. According to Tim Tracy
from Desmon Associates, the town’s
independent parking consultant,
$25,500 should be reduced from the
revenue to offset possible vacancies,
bringing the total to $792,970. When
the PILOTs (Payments In Lieu of
Taxes) are added in, giving less than
5 percent to the county, it brings the
total revenue to $977,935.

Operating costs of the garage will
total $186,200 the first year, which
includes maintenance and manpower.
The town would borrow an estimated
$10,154,613 to construct the deck
with a 25-year bond at 5.5 percent
interest. The debt service would equal
$744,000. Under these assumptions,
the garage would profit $47,735 in
the first year.

Calculated into the debt service is
$155,000 in parking revenue the town
would lose during construction, as
well as insurance costs and a down
payment of approximately $500,000.

The land for the 19 condos and
3,000 square feet of retail will be sold
to the developer, HKT Nassau, for
approximately $2.2 million. This
money will not be used to offset the
cost of the garage.

According to Mayor Gregory
McDermott, $300,000 has been set
aside over the past three years to fund
parking improvements. He said that
this money is not included in any of
the equations, but is being thought of
as a “safety net” to offset financing
fees if needed.

He added that spaces in lot 4, be-
hind Barons, might also be used for
permit holders who do not want to
park in the garage. The mayor said

that this will be the “true work of the
parking manager” -- to allocate
spaces.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
asked Mayor McDermott how he
would feel about raising parking fees
even if the garage was not built.

The mayor responded that while he
thought the town undervalued park-
ing fees, he questioned why rates
would be raised if they were not go-
ing to a structure.

Mr. Tracy said that commuter sur-
face parking averages $80-$85 a
month, while garage parking aver-
ages $95-$100 a month, and on- street
parking can be as high as $1 an hour.
He said that fees like these are seen in
towns such as Princeton, Summit and
Ridgewood.

Councilman Caruana said that it is
a misstatement to say that the garage
does not impose a financial burden on
taxpayers. He said the $200,000 in
revenue would usually be surplus  for
the town, used to meet expenses and
not raise taxes. Councilman Caruana
said it is “clearly coming out of the
pockets of the Westfield taxpayers.”

Mayor McDermott said that the
money is being generated from fees
and should be put back into the struc-
ture.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman said that if the
parking rates had not been raised,
which was done to finance a deck,
there would not be additional rev-
enue.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that this way, the town
was moving toward a user pay sys-
tem.

In other parking business, Town
Administrator James Gildea updated
the council on the current number of
permits sold.

Mr. Gildea said that there are 542
people on the waiting list as well as
35 new signups over the summer,
bringing the list to 577. The parking
department is currently waiting for

Westfield Town Council Prepared to Approve
Relocation of Historic Kirkview Circle Home

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During Tuesday night’s Westfield
Town Council conference session
council members agreed to approve
the relocation of a single family home
at 1 Kirkview Circle.

In August, the council decided not
to vote on the item because not all of
the standards had been met, such as
disconnection of electricity and sew-
erage.

Robert and Joan Vivian are selling
the property to Joseph Buontempo,
but the pre-Revolutionary home will
be dismantled and moved to Maine.

The property, which abuts
Lambertsmill Road, could be subdi-
vided into three conforming lots. No
applications have been filed by Mr.
Buontempo for the property, and sev-
eral council members raised concerns
about a large hole being left after the
house is removed.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh said
that there are laws on the books that
could require the developer to fill or
fence the area so that it is not a safety
hazard.

Next week, the council will also
have six other home demolitions be-
fore it, as well as the demolition of
two garages. Homes to be demol-
ished are at 4 North Wickom Drive,
1114 Grandview Avenue, 1
Drummond Road, 801 Willow Grove
Road, 124 Marlboro Street and 256
Canterbury Road.

In other business, the council will
approve a resolution to create a mid-
block crosswalk on North Avenue
near Westfield Plumbing and Heat-
ing. Last year, a Mountainside woman
who worked on North Avenue was
killed while crossing the street in that
area.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told the council the state has deemed
a mid-block crosswalk at the Westfield
Area “Y” illegal. He said the cross-
walk has to be removed, as it is too
close to a statutory crosswalk. He
said that there are also safety issues
with the location because it goes
through a drop off area and is in
between a parking lot entrance and
exit.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that he is concerned with pedestrian
safety in the area because it is not
well lit.

Mr. Gildea said that the “Y” has
offered to pay for a lighted crosswalk
at the corner of Ludlow Place and
Clark Street.

Several council members raised
concerns that “Y” members would
still cross in the middle of the block.

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky suggested that a barrier be
put up. Second Ward Councilman
Rafael Betancourt said that traffic
consultant Wilbur Smith should be
consulted.

Next week the council will vote on
a place-to-place transfer of the liquor
license for Echo Lake Country Club.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
that because he is a member and
trustee of the club, he cannot give the
council legal advice. He also said that
council representatives who are mem-
bers of the club should excuse them-
selves from the vote and any discus-

sion.
The club currently has a license

that allows it to serve alcohol in the
clubhouse and one other location.
The transfer would allow members to
carry alcohol to the pool area and out
on the golf course.

Next week, the council will also
have a first reading of an ordinance to
increase the salary ranges for admin-
istration employees. According to Mr.
Gildea, the employees’ exact salaries
will be before the council for ap-
proval in the coming weeks. He said
that these changes are due to a new
contract with the Communication
Workers of America (CWA) Union.
Their new salaries will be retroactive
to January 1 of this year.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said that he has heard many residents’
complaints regarding Elizabethtown
Gas Company ripping up recently

paved roads and not fixing them prop-
erly.

Assistant Town Engineer Kris
McAloon said that permanent repairs
will be done to the roads and what
residents see now is temporary.

Mr. Marsh said that the town might
want to increase the fee for utility
openings, which would then pay for
repairs.

First Ward Councilman and Finance
Chairman Peter Echausse said that
his committee discussed increases
coming from the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority. He said after dis-
cussing it, the committee does not
recommend changing from includ-
ing the bill in the annual property
taxes to individual billing.

The fees will increase by over 141
percent by the year 2008, and the
average resident will see a $200 a year
increase in their property tax bill.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FIRST DAY...Students at Wesfield High School ran through the rain drops to get to their classes on the first day of school
on Wednesday. This year’s freshman class will graduate in 2008, while this year’s kindergarten class will graduate Westfield
High School in 2017.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE MAN FROM WASHINGTON...Congressman Mike Ferguson, left, paid a
visit to Scotch Plains during the St. Bart’s softball game on Labor Day. He is shown
talking with Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, right.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOING UP...Union County is working on construction of a new Public Works and
Engineering building on South Avenue in Scotch Plains.
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An Exceptional Neighborhood 
Deserves Exceptional Service!

*Up-front approval is subject to satisfactory appraisal and title review and no change in financial condition. If the rate
is not locked or rate protection expires, any rate increase may lower the loan amount for which the borrower has
pre-qualified. Equal Housing Lender. © 2004 Countrywide Mortgage Ventures, LLC d/b/a Integrity Home Loans,26050
Mureau Road, Suite 101, Calabasas, CA91302.Trade/servicemarks are the property of Countrywide Mortgage Ventures, LLC.
Licensed Mortgage Banker-NJ Department of Banking and Insurance, 1008 South Ave. West, Suite A, Westfield, NJ 07090 
(908) 654-4931. Registered with the Pennsylvania Banking Department. For New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut and Florida
residents and properties only. Some products may not be available in all states where Integrity Home Loans operates.This is not
a commitment to lend.Restrictions apply.All rights reserved.08/04.

INTEGRITY Home Loans is close by to help you get the home of your dreams.
Call for a free home loan consultation.

� Competitive rates
� Local experts with the power to say “YES” to your home loan
� Up-front approvals,* at the time of application
� Low-down payment and Interest Only payment options available to make 

qualifying easier
� Fast service on VA/FHA and all loan programs
� Construction financing available

Peter DeRogatis
Mortgage Consultant

200 North Avenue West, Suite A 
Westfield, NJ  07090 
(908) 789-1735

Unique family bedding, children’s furniture,
gifts, accessories & interior decorating service

FLOOR
FURNITURE

SALE!

20-50% OFF

Bookcases, Beds
Dressers & More

116 Elm Street • Westfield
908-518-9495

Now open on Mondays

Lori Kowalski & Marlene Perez-Santilla

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYS
September 10, 11, 12, 2004

20 % OFF 30 % OFF
TOTAL PURCHASE TOTAL PURCHASE

EVERY ITEM IN STORE EVERY ITEM IN STORE
OFFER VALID SEPTEMBER 10-12 ONLY

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH

OTHER DISCOUNTS

OFFER VALID SEPTEMBER 10-12 ONLY

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS

FREE VIP
MEMBERSHIP

ASK FOR
DETAILS

VIP MEMBERS

375 Park Avenue - Scotch Plains, NJ   908-322-0093
www.viteXpress.com     Email: save@viteXpress.com

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
COMMUTERS’ VIEW...Area commuters to New York City got a view of security
and the decor at Madison Square Garden last week during the Republican
National Convention.

S. Plains Continues
To Be Plagued

By Deer Population

SIGNING IN…While Westfield residents Drew and Heather Hays seem happy
that their daughters Charley, left, and Zoe are signing in for the New Students’
Day on September 7 at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, the second
grader and Pre-Kindergarten student may not want summer to end. The students
and their parents spent a morning of getting to know their new teachers and
surroundings topped off with an all-school picnic. The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School is an independent PreK3 through grade 12 college-preparatory co-
educational school that has just been added, the new Sarkison Middle School wing
that will be dedicated on Saturday, October 16.

Fanwood Applying
For Three Livable

Communities Grants
By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- Fanwood will be
submitting applications to the State
of New Jersey for three Livable Com-
munities grants, as announced at
Tuesday’s agenda meeting. The funds
would go towards improvements at
the Fanwood Memorial Library, a
renovation at the Public Works Build-

ing, and repair of the tennis courts
located at La Grande Park.

Council members also continued
discussion about the La Grande Park
ball field. Residents have requested
that the borough move the field far-
ther away from the playground, due
to concerns about balls flying over
the safety fence and injuring chil-
dren who are playing on the play-
ground.

A resolution and presentation will
be given to Michael Brennan at next
week’s council meeting honoring his
years as councilman. Mr. Brennan
resigned from the council recently
due to professional and personal re-
quirements.

At the same meeting, Councilman
Joseph Higgins will receive his offi-
cial appointment to the committees
on which he will serve. Councilman
Higgins took over the seat made va-
cant by Mr. Brennan.

Council President Katherine
Mitchell announced that members of
the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion will be given a resolution at next
week’s meeting, recognizing the work
they put into a new book on the his-
tory of Fanwood.

In her Administration and Finance
report, Councilwoman Donna Dolce
stated that a resolution will be up for
a vote next week establishing salaries
for borough employees. These sala-
ries were approved in the official 2004
budget.

A professional services contract
has been awarded to Buchalski,
Reynolds & Brodowski, who will
handle three commercial tax appeals
for the borough.

The Fanwood Fire Department will
hold its Second Annual Public Safety
Awareness Day this Sunday, Septem-
ber 12 from 1 to 6 p.m. behind Bor-
ough Hall. The rain date is Saturday,
September 26.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Scotch
Plains officials are hoping to meet
soon with Union County govern-
ment representatives about the bur-
geoning deer problem in the
Ashbrook Reservation.

Mayor Martin Marks said on
Tuesday night that he hopes to learn
the details of the county’s plan to
conduct another deer census in the
reservation on the south side of
town.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting, the mayor noted that
an earlier count of deer in the
Ashbrook Reservation had resulted
in a number that “far exceeded what
[New Jersey State Division of] Fish
and Wildlife considers acceptable.”

He said he hopes a second cen-
sus, by air, can be conducted in late
autumn, once leaves have fallen off
the trees and deer spotting is easier.

The deer problem on the south
side of Scotch Plains has increased
in recent years as the growing deer
population, seeking food and shel-
ter in a more-crowded reservation,
has moved into residential areas and,
in the process, crossed busy local
roads. Council members and south
side residents have told of seeing
numerous deer in their backyards
and there have been a number of
incidents where cars have hit and
killed deer that were crossing area
streets.

Earlier this year, in an effort to
thin the deer population on the north
side, the county conduced a multi-
day deer hunt in the Watchung Res-
ervation. If a hunt is to be conduced
in the Ashbrook Reservation, it’s
likely to be held during the coming
winter.

In other business, the township

will mark the third anniversary of
the terrorist attacks on Saturday
morning, September 11, with a brief
ceremony at Memorial Park, the
Plainfield Avenue site that was dedi-
cated a year ago in memory of the
three township residents who lost
their lives three years ago. The cer-
emony, which will include remarks
and a wreath laying, will begin at 8
a.m.

Township Manager Thomas
Atkins announced that all road re-
surfacing and storm sewer work has
been completed. There were more
than two-dozen road projects and a
handful of storm sewer repairs that
began in early spring, with the bulk
of them finished during June and
July. Mr. Atkins said he and Public
Property Director Walter DiNizo
would soon begin working on the
proposed list for 2005, one that
could be adjusted if the coming
winter is a harsh one.

At next Tuesday’s regular meet-
ing, the council is expected to intro-
duce an ordinance designating a
two-acre parcel of township-owned
property on Crestwood Road as a
conservation zone.

The council is also expected to
approve a leaf-removal contract for
the upcoming leaf collection effort.
It’s also expected to put forth a
bond ordinance to finance profes-
sional services related to improve-
ments to the Municipal Building,
the Public Works building and the
Township Library.

Mr. Atkins said there were some
state grant funds available that could
be used to help finance some as-
pects of these projects.

The township will be applying
for three separate grants totaling
about $400,000 in the coming
weeks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Rotary Plans to Restore
Historic Frazee House

RESTORING HISTORY…Dwight Leeper, left, President of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club and past Rotary President Robert Krause exam-
ined plans for the renovation of the pre-Revolutionary Betty Frazee House.

SCOTCH PLAINS – In the year
2005 the Rotary clubs of the world, of
which there are over 28,000 with 1.2
million members, will be celebrating
their centennial year. In order to com-
memorate this, Rotary International
has asked that every club adopt a life-
time sustaining project for their com-
munity. In order to meet this obliga-
tion, the members of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club decided to
initiate and sponsor the renovation of
the Betty Frazee House, and preserve
it for public use.

Completion of this project is a
mammoth undertaking but holds a
big plus for the joint towns. The
house, located where Raritan Road
joins Terrill Road, will provide more
recognition to the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains area, in the same way that the
Miller Cory House in Westfield and

the Drake House in Plainfield have
done for their towns. The stories
about Aunt Betty and the Frazee
House were known throughout the
colonies at the height of the Revo-
lutionary War. She became the hero-
ine of her time, and was known and
loved for her bravery before Gen-
eral Cornwallis.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club is inviting everyone who
might wish to be involved in this
project to a “Meet Betty Frazee
Night” on Wednesday, September
29 at 6 p.m. in the Terrace Room of
the Pantagis Renaissance restau-
rant. Among other things, Aunt
Betty’s hot rolls will be served.
Anyone wishing to attend should
call Pat Plante at (908) 233-2162
or Denise Hughes at (908) 490-
0742.

Lupus Foundation Chapter
Reveals Saturday Meeting

PLAINFIELD – The Union/Metro
Branch of the Lupus Foundation of
America, Inc./New Jersey Chapter
will hold its monthly meeting this
Saturday, September 11, at 11 a.m. at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter, located at Park Avenue and
Randolph Road in Plainfield.

This free program will take place
in the Muhlenberg Room, with the
topic to be announced at that time.
Members, families, friends and the
general public are invited to at-
tend.

A chronic, inflammatory disease
that afflicts an estimated two million
Americans, lupus can affect the skin,
joints, heart, lungs, kidneys, brain
and other parts of the body. Although
the disease is controllable in most
people today, it can be fatal and there
is still no known cause or cure.

The Lupus Foundation of America,
New Jersey Chapter provides patient

and family support services, infor-
mation and referrals and public edu-
cation about lupus, and also funds
lupus research projects.

For more information about the
meeting or lupus, please call the Foun-
dation office in Elmwood Park at
(973) 379-3226.

30 people to respond who have been
offered permits. Their response is ex-
pected in the next week. To date, 669
permits have been sold for the South
Avenue lot, and an average of 60 daily
permits are sold each week.

Councilman Caruana pointed out that
if the council had moved forward to
build a garage at South Avenue, it would
have been looking for over 600 buyers,
which the current waiting list does not
support.

Included on the wait list of 577 are
“less than 100” people who hold permits
at Watterson Street and want to park at
South Avenue, according to Parking
Director John Morgan.

Mr. Gildea also told the council that
12 overnight permits have been sold to
downtown residents and enforcement in
the other lots will begin next week. He
said that there have been a lot of com-
plaints regarding the program.

Open House Is Scheduled
At SAGE Spend-A-Day

SUMMIT – SAGE will present an
“Open House” on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 22, from 1 to 3 p.m. at its Spend-
A-Day facility, located at 550 Spring-
field Avenue in Berkeley Heights.

Members of the public are invited
to come and learn the benefits an
adult day health center can offer them
and their loved ones, including pro-

viding safe and stimulating activities
for older adults while caregivers at-
tend to their own needs.

The Open House will include a
tour of the Spend-A-Day facilities
and services, as well as entertainment
and refreshments. For more informa-
tion, please call SAGE Spend-A-Day
at (908) 464-8217.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407

New Season at WCP Begins
With Little Foxes on Oct. 9

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) member-
ship drive for their 2004-2005 season is
now underway, with a four-show sea-
son price of $45, a savings of 30 percent
off the price of individual tickets.

The Box Office, which may be
reached at (908) 232-1221, is pre-
pared to take reservations for the open-
ing show or for the full season.

New WCP President Naomi
Yablonsky, who has directed and per-
formed at WCP, announced the new
season of drama, comedy, murder
and song.

In addition to the regular season
schedule of four shows, WCP is also
presenting a musical evening in No-
vember featuring vocalist Susan
Speidel.

Yablonsky said that these special
events are another way of drawing
audiences to WCP who might not be
familiar with us.

For the upcoming 2004-2005 sea-
son, WCP Membership Director Letty
Hudak noted that a $45 membership
includes tickets to all four of the new
season’s shows, as well as a newslet-
ter and notification of special events.

According to Hudak, the cost of
membership is almost a 30 percent
savings over buying tickets to all four
shows individually.

Individual season subscriptions can
be obtained for $45 each with checks
payable to Westfield Community
Players, c/o Letty Hudak, 409
Harrison Avenue, Westfield, 07090.

All shows open on a Saturday night

and run Friday and Saturday eve-
nings for three or four weekends.

The first show of the upcoming
season is Little Foxes, opening on
Saturday, October 9. In this drama by
Lillian Hellman, southern gentility is
a mask for a corrupt and heartless
family. Performances will be offered
through Saturday, October 30. Tick-
ets are $15.


