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School Public Relations
Group Seeks Members

LIVINGSTON – The New Jersey
School Public Relations Association
(NJSPRA) is seeking new members.

Membership is open to those who
are involved with communications,
publications and media relations in
New Jersey public, parochial or pri-
vate schools.

The association hosts four profes-
sional workshops each school year
and serves as a resource for school
public relations practitioners.

Recent workshops have covered
varied subjects including crisis com-
munications, press relations, budget
and bond referenda, website design
and the No Child Left Behind Act.

The NJSPRA also provides tip
sheets on various communications
subjects and has knowledgeable rep-

resentatives on call to provide pro-
fessional advice on any communica-
tions subject.

For a membership application,
please contact Ellen Lazer, Vice Presi-
dent for Membership, Livingston
Board of Education, 11 Foxcroft
Drive, Livingston, 07039, call (973)
535-8000, extension no. 8036 or email
elazer@livingston.org.

Amateur Astronomers Plan
Meeting at County College

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. will conduct its monthly
membership meeting on Friday,
September 17, at 8 p.m. in the Main
Lecture Hall on the Cranford cam-
pus of Union County College (UCC)
at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

At 9 p.m., the club will present a
free lecture, “How Objects Move in
Space.” Dr. Mary Lou West, a mem-
ber of the Department of Mathemati-
cal Sciences and Physics at
Montclair State University will give
the lecture.

She will discuss the movement of
objects in space, their orbits and
motion.

Following the lecture, members
and guests will be invited to the
William Miller Sperry Observatory,
which is also located on the Cranford
campus, and will have the opportu-
nity to speak to club members and
tour the facility.

Refreshments will be served. If
weather permits, a celestial view-
ing focusing on Andromeda Galaxy
(M31) and the double star Albireo
in the constellation Cygnus will be
conducted using the club’s two larg-
est telescopes.

For more information and direc-
tions, please call (908) 276-STAR
or visit www.asterism.org.

In addition to the monthly meet-
ings held on the third Friday of each
month, the group hosts informal
meetings on the other Fridays of the
month at the Sperry Observatory.
These meetings, which start at 8:30
p.m., are open to the public.

Scheduled topics for September
include “Telescope Control” by Ed
Carlos on September 24.

Local Residents Named
To County College Bd.
CRANFORD – During the final

meeting of the 2003-2004 academic
year, the Union County College
Alumni Association inducted its new
officers and board members, includ-
ing residents from Westfield and
Scotch Plains.

Catherine Meyers of Cranford was
named the new President, Nancy Benz
of Cranford was elected First Vice Presi-
dent and Gina Caivano of Roselle Park
was named Second Vice President.

Suzanne Covine of Westfield was
elected Treasurer, Gail Ann Denman
of Cranford will serve as Correspond-
ing Secretary, Linda Kurdilla of Union
was named Recording Secretary and
Scotch Plains resident Karen Edwards
was named a trustee.

For more information on the asso-
ciation or to join the organization,
please call Sue Marchelitis at (908)
709-7505.

‘Effective Writing’ Course
Scheduled at County College

CRANFORD – Union County
College (UCC) will offer an eight-
week professional development
course, “Effective Writing,” dur-
ing the fall semester for individu-
als seeking to hone their writing
skills.

The course will cover ways to
target a reading audience based on
the purpose, message and style of
writing content.

Students will gain an understand-
ing of proper word selection, the
use of the apostrophe, eliminating
unnecessary words, sentence struc-
ture and punctuation, avoiding run-
on sentences, subject-verb agree-
ment, the placement of words in
sentences for enhanced readability
and building paragraphs that are
unified, coherent and complete.

Participants will obtain practi-
cal, hands-on instructions in writ-
ing for business as well as for col-
legiate and other purposes.

Assignments will feature essays
and the approach to writing mate-
rials such as e-mails, memos, re-
ports and other documents – all in
an accepting, non-judgmental en-
vironment.

“Effective Writing” will be offered
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Thurs-
days, September 30 to November
18, at UCC’s Cranford campus.

For more information or to reg-
ister, please call the college’s Di-
vision of Economic Development
and Continuing Education at (908)
709-7600.

Gibbs College Announces
Local Degree Recipients
LIVINGSTON – Gibbs College

recently announced that Westfield
resident Jessica Finizio and Scotch
Plains resident Shana Pitta re-
ceived their degrees during recent
ceremonies.

MADISON – The Florham cam-
pus at Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity in Madison has revealed the
names of Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside, Fanwood and Berke-
ley Heights residents who graduated
as of May of 2004.

Westfield residents Carlos Regos,
Edward Malec, Robert Herber and
Sasha Gibbons-Ohr were also degree
recipients. Carlos earned a Master of

Arts degree in Educational Leader-
ship, while Edward Malec received a
Master of Business Administration in
Marketing.

Robert obtained a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree in Phar-
macology-Chemistry Studies, while
Sasha, who graduated cum laude, re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree
in Biology.

Scotch Plains graduates included
Hollis Mendes and Melissa
Grzywacz. Hollis obtained a Master
of Arts degree in Educational Leader-
ship. Melissa earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Sociology and a Mas-
ter of Arts in Teaching.

Fanwood residents included
Michelle Jones, Roy Sarcona and
William Thiemann. Michelle received
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Individu-
alized Studies, Roy earned a Master
of Arts in Teaching and William re-
ceived a Master of Science degree in
Taxation.

Mountainside resident Myriam
Brezavscek garnered a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Psychology. She gradu-
ated cum laude.

Berkeley Heights graduates in-
cluded Bonnie Finley, Brian Matula,
Mark Porzio and Michael Stefani.
Bonnie earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Individualized Studies,
Brian received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Literature, while Mark gar-
nered a Bachelor of Science degree in
Economics and Finance. Michael re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science.

Far Brook School Resumes
Classes; Open House Held

SHORT HILLS – Far Brook
School in Short Hills resumed
classes for students in grades 1 to 8
yesterday, September 8. An open
house was also held that day for
nursery and kindergarten students
and their parents.

The first day of school for nurs-
ery and kindergarten pupils is to-
day, September 9.

Other important events for the
beginning of the new school year
include a “Welcome to Far Brook”
evening on Tuesday, September 14,
when all parents whose children are
in nursery, kindergarten or new to
the school will be invited to private
homes for dinner.

These parents will also be invited
to presentations made by board
members, head administrators and
members of the Parents Committee
Council, followed by a “nuts and
bolts” discussion with classroom
teachers.

On Monday, September 20, an
orientation for parent volunteer
leaders will be held.

Parents who may considering Far
Brook as a future school for their
children are welcome to attend a
“Morning at Far Brook” open house
on Wednesday, October 27, which
will include visits to classrooms
and presentations and discussions
with faculty, students and current
and alumni parents.

A second open house will be held
on Tuesday, November 30.

Mary Wearn Wiener, now in her
26th year as Director and 39th year
at Far Brook, said, “Far Brook has
instituted a new academic man-
agement structure, comprised of
Jim Benz, new Assistant Director
for grades 4 through 8; Acting Head
of Nursery through third grade
Paula Levin; Middle School Head
Valerie McEntee, Junior High
School Head Ed Solecki; and my-
self.”

“We are excited about the many
good things that can happen for
students, faculty and parents as a
result of this change,” she said. “It
will further strengthen the outstand-
ing education already offered our
students, improve our ability to
mentor teachers and more effec-
tively help deal with the growing
complexities in the world of educa-
tion today.”

For reservations or to learn more
about Far Brook School, please call
(973) 379-3442 or visit
www.farbrook.org.

WHS Schedules Orientation
For Ninth Graders, Parents
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School (WHS) will present its annual
“Ninth Grade Student and Parent
Orientation” on Tuesday evening,
September 14, at 7:30 p.m.

This program, which was inaugu-
rated at the beginning of the 2002-
2003 school year, is scheduled to take
place in the newly-renovated high
school auditorium.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix stated,
“We designed this program, which was
first presented two years ago, to facili-
tate the transition of our ninth grade
students and their parents from the inter-
mediate school to the high school.”

The orientation session will fea-
ture short but informative presenta-
tions by curricular supervisors. They
will explain academic expectations
at the high school level, while the
assistant principals will present the
school’s philosophy of discipline
and behavioral expectations.

A spokesperson from the WHS
guidance department will describe
guidance and counseling services
available to students.

The Student Assistance Counselor
will discuss additional supportive ser-
vices, while a WHS parent will share
personal experiences as the parent of
a typical high school student.

Current WHS students will reflect
on their transition to the high school
and a faculty member will offer per-
spectives as both a teacher and parent.

The Parent Teacher Student Orga-
nization President will also provide
an overview of this year’s monthly
meetings.

“This program, which has been very
well received since it was first offered,
is a very worthwhile one which I urge
all freshmen parents and their ninth
graders to attend.” noted Dr. Petix.

“I am confident that both students
and their parents will come away
from this program feeling less anx-
ious about transitional issues and hav-
ing a better understanding of expec-
tations at the high school which can
serve as a springboard for further
discussion at home,” he said.

On November 5, 2004 take the first step to ensure a
faith-filled and successful future for your eighth grader.

Written requests for an application and further
information, as well as telephone inquiries, should be
directed to:

Cooperative Admissions Examination Office
CTB/McGraw-Hill

20 Ryan Ranch Road • Monterey, California 93940
coop@ctb.com

Catholic High School
Cooperative Admissions Examination

for September 2005

Friday, November 5, 2004

The Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark
Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union counties • www.rcan.org/schools

“An education for the future, faith for a lifetime!”
The schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students from any race, color, national or ethnic origin.

1-800-569-COOP • 1-800-569-2667 between 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time

We’re about what you value most.

Curriculum Meeting Slated
For WF Elementary Parents
WESTFIELD — Parents of chil-

dren attending the Westfield Public
Schools in kindergarten through fifth
grade are invited to attend the “El-
ementary Curriculum Extravaganza”
on Monday evening, September 13.

The meeting will be held from 7 to
8 p.m. in Cafeteria B of Westfield
High School.

The school district’s subject area su-
pervisors will describe initiatives in
each of the various curricula that el-
ementary school children are studying.

Dr. Janie Edmonds, Assistant Su-
perintendent of Curriculum and In-
struction, said, “The supervisors will
offer their ideas about how parents
can support their child’s learning most
effectively.”

Some of the topics covered will
include the new reading and spelling
curriculum in language arts; new
hands-on life science units; newly
revised music curriculum; as well as
programs in social studies, Every Day
Math, and Spanish.

NEW TEACHERS GREETED…Westfield Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley met with the 55 new teachers and staff members and their mentors at
the New Teacher Orientation Breakfast on September 2. Dr. Foley offered
support and advice for the teachers, as did Board of Education President Anne
Riegel, Westfield Education Association Representative Kathleen Zippler, and
Parent Teacher Council President Nancy Musat. Seated in front of Dr. Foley, left
to right, Elizabeth Frame, Basic Skills teacher at Edison Intermediate School;
Jenna DelMonte, who is Ms. Frame’s mentor and a teacher in Edison’s Resource
Room; and Bob Sanders, who recently was named by the Board of Education as
Interim Assistant Principal at Edison. Mr. Sanders was a special education
teacher for many years at the school.

Westfield Public Schools
Set Back-to-School Nights

WESTFIELD —Parents and
guardians of public school students
in Westfield are invited to Back-to-
School Nights scheduled on the fol-
lowing dates in September:

Tuesday, September 14
• Washington Elementary School,

Kindergarten to Grade 1, 7:30 p.m.
Monday, September 20

• Washington Elementary School,
Grade 5, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, September 22
• Franklin Elementary School,

Kindergarten to Grade 2, 7 p.m.
Thursday, September 23

• Franklin Elementary School,
Grades 3 to 5, 7 p.m.;

• Jefferson Elementary School,
Kindergarten A.M. Class and Grades
1 and 2, 7:30 to 8 p.m.;

• Jefferson Elementary School,
Kindergarten P.M. and Grades 3 to

5, 8:15-8:45 p.m.;
• McKinley Elementary School,

Kindergarten A.M. Class and Grades
1 to 3, 7 p.m. and Kindergarten P.M.
Class and Grades 4 to 5, 8:30 p.m.;

• Tamaques Elementary School,
Kindergarten to Grade 2, 8:15 p.m.;

• Tamaques Elementary School,
Grades 3 to 5, 7:30 p.m.;

• Washington Elementary School,
Grades 2 to 4, 7 to 9 p.m.

• Wilson Elementary School,
Grades 3 to 5, 7 to 7:45 p.m.

• Wilson Elementary School, Kin-
dergarten to Grade 2, 8 to 8:45 p.m.

Tuesday, September 28
• Edison Intermediate School, 7

p.m.
• Roosevelt Intermediate School,

7 p.m.
Thursday, September 30

• Westfield High School, 7:30 p.m.

PHONING HOME…Briella Payami of Scotch Plains, left, gets a taste of her first
day in preschool at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison. The independent
school opened the new Pre-Kindergarten Age 3 class this year on September 7 and
the expansion of the Sarkison Middle School was completed this summer and will
be dedicated on October 16.

LEARN Program to Spotlight
Childhood Disease Prevention
SCOTCH PLAINS – The League

for the Educational Advancement
for Registered Nurses (LEARN)
will present “Changes in the Pre-
vention of Childhood Communi-
cable Diseases” on Monday, Sep-
tember 27, at 7:45 p.m.

The program will take place in
the Parish Hall of the All Saints’
Episcopal Church, located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Marie Kassai, an infection con-
trol professional since 1961, will be
the guest speaker. Certified by the
New Jersey Department of Health
and Senior Services as an HIV
Counselor, as well as in infection
control, she is a consultant to sev-
eral agencies and institutions.

LEARN, a not-for-profit profes-
sional organization for New Jersey
Registered Nurses, provides eight
educational programs on current nurs-
ing topics during the academic year.

Each offering is approved for con-
tinuing education contact hours by
the New Jersey State Nurses Asso-
ciation. In addition, the New Jersey
State Department of Education Pro-

fessional Standards Board has con-
ferred professional development
hours for school nurses.

Annual LEARN membership for
Registered Nurses is $40. Other in-
terested persons may attend pro-
grams at a guest fee of $10 per
program. For more information,
please call (908) 272-7239 or (908)
754-9499, or write to: LEARN, P.O.
Box 6, Scotch Plains 07076.

Area Students Achieve
Honor Roll Distinction

WEST ORANGE – Students
from Westfield and Scotch
Plains received First Honors and
Second Honors during the third
trimester at Seton Hall Prepara-
tory School in West Orange.

Andrew Pusar, Nicholas
Colucci, Patrick Muldoon, Kevin
Smith and Zachary Sproull, all
of Westfield, achieved First Hon-
ors.

Andrew is a senior, Nicholas,
Patrick and Kevin are juniors and
Zachary is a sophomore.

Scotch Plains residents Mark
Zabel, a senior, and Matthew Ander-
son, a junior, earned First Honors.
Junior Juan-Anton Velarde, also of
Scotch Plains, received Second
Honors distinction.

First Honors comprises pupils
whose grade point average is
above 4.0, while Second Honors
includes students achieving be-
tween 3.5 and 4.0.

SP-F Newcomers Club
Plans Welcome Tea

FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Newcomers’ Club will hold
its annual September Welcome Tea
for new residents and those who have
recently had a lifestyle change such
as a marriage, a new baby or a change
of employment on Thursday, Sep-
tember 23, at 8 p.m. at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church.

During the Tea, current club mem-
bers will highlight upcoming activi-
ties such as book discussions, bowl-
ing, gardening, cooking, playgroups
and scrapbooking.

In an effort to welcome new resi-
dents to the area, local businesses
will donate gifts for the event. The
Fanwood Presbyterian Church is lo-
cated at 74 South Martine Avenue.

The Newcomers’ Club, a non-profit
social organization, offers daytime
and evening activities for women and
their children.

For more information about the club
or the Tea, please visit http://
scotchplains.com/newcomers/ or call
Diane McGuinness at (908) 389-9475.

Talbot, Yuhas Named
To Spring Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield residents

Lauren Talbot and Alison Yuhas were
placed on the spring 2004 semester
Dean’s List at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Lauren, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Greg Talbot, is a member of the
Class of 2005. She is majoring in
communications.

Alison, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Don Yuhas, is a member of the
Class of 2007. She is majoring in
graphic design.

FDU Florham Campus
Graduates Announced

Alexandra Dejohn
Attends McDaniel

WESTFIELD – McDaniel Col-
lege has welcomed Westfield
resident Alexandra Dejohn to its
Westminster, Maryland campus
this fall.

Gundrum of Westfield
Named to Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent Monica Gundrum has been
named to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2004 semester at West
Chester University’s College of
Education in West Chester, Pa.

More Community News
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