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Check out Catholic schools, where excellence is the gold standard!
The Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark

Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union counties
121 elementary schools • 36 secondary schools • 52,500 students

www.rcan.org/schools • “An education for the future, faith for a lifetime.”
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Catholic School Students
Go for the Gold!

Academic excellence is a cornerstone of 
Catholic schools.
• Our elementary schools students outperform other students in the

U.S. in all academic areas. In many grades the average Catholic  
school student is achieving at or above the top quarter of students 
in the U.S.

• Graduates of our elementary schools attend the finest Catholic and 
specialized high schools in New Jersey.

• Our high schools have an impressive rate of  students pursuing 
higher education; over 97% of the Class of 2003 are in a college 
or university program and more than 200 of these are Bloustein
scholars.

• Our academic programs exceed the New Jersey  Core Curriculum 
Standards.

SAINT PETER’S PREP
new Jersey’s Jesuit High school since 1872

FALL OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2004

2:00 - 4:00PM
Take a tour of our campus.  Talk with faculty, students

and parents. Receive information regarding the admissions
process, transportation options, financial aid, sports and
co-curricular activities.  

Join us at our fall Open House and learn why we say,
“It is not simply Prep for four years.  It is Prep...for life.”

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.STPETERSPREP.ORG

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

In the course of doing research on my
current personal hero, U.S. Attorney
Christopher Christie, I stumbled upon a
press release that peaked my interest.
The release detailed how a Roselle Park
woman, while in the employ of a ser-
vice vendor to Union County, had em-
bezzled more that $200,000 in HUD
rent subsidiaries. Her employer,
Rehabco of Union, had been desig-
nated, by the already nonpartisan free-
holder board, as the county’s agent to
administer it’s housing programs and
disburse payments received from the
United States Department of Housing
and Urban Development known as the
Section 8 housing program. Section 8
pays rent subsidies to landlords with
qualifying low-income tenants.

The woman plead guilty and received
a 27-month jail sentence. HUD deter-
mined, after an extensive investigation,
that the county failed to properly moni-
tor the consultant and put the program
in jeopardy. The county than found it
self faced with a number of problems

County Contracts Should Go to the
Lowest Bidder, Not the Highest

one of which was to repay the missing
monies. Another was to get back in the
good graces of HUD. Not only was the
Rehabco employee stealing but also the
vendor had neglected to file accurate
reports, used reserve funds without
proper HUD approval and incurred the
wrath of landlords and tenants result-
ing in numerous complaints. What a
mess!

It should be noted that Rehabco Inc.
was awarded its first contract with Union
County without competitive bidding in
March of 1999. At no cost to the county,
Rehabco would administer a program
and be paid based on a percentage of
the dollar amount of the program ad-
ministered.

Their next contract came in Decem-
ber 1999 for $230,000 followed shortly
by two contributions made by Rehabco
to the Union County Democrat Politi-
cal Action Committee (PAC) in May
and June 2000 for $1,000 each.

More no bid contracts followed, more
contributions came and finally Rehabco
made their last contribution in May
2001. To the credit of the county legal
and accounting department, who no-
ticed that something was wrong, the
Rehabco contract was terminated.

It looks as if appropriate action was
taken, however, what came next looks
like blatant Pay-to-Play. That same
month, another no bid contract was put
together, this time with Developmental
Directions LLC of Elizabeth. They were
to administer certain HUD Section 8
services to the tune of about $80,000.
On October 18, 2001, Developmental
Directions LLC is listed on New Jersey
Election Law Enforcement Commis-
sion (ELEC) for a $2,500 contribution
to the Union County Democrat PAC,
and a couple of months later Freeholder
resolution No. 180-2002 shows a “very
hefty” amended contract total. What is
interesting is that Developmental Di-
rections is now set through December
of 2005, they were locked in, by an-
other Freeholder resolution for an addi-
tional two year period, this appears to
closely follow another $2,000 contri-
bution.

As chronicled this practice of award-
ing no bid contracts to the highest and
not to the lowest bidder can be danger-
ous. To quote Forest Gump, “you never
know what your gonna get.” What Union
County got was hit in the wallet. Not
only do we have to reimburse HUD for
improper spending, but the county had
to hire an independent auditor for
$50,000, pay for extra employee hours
wasted on pouring over this stuff, spend
money on additional legal fees to re-
coup the loss and garnered a tarnished
reputation with not only HUD, but
county landlords and residents as well.

The team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson for Freeholder feel that this
course of events is totally unaccept-
able. We need your votes so we can put
Union County back on the right track
Help us to help you by learning more
about issues that are important to Union
County. Please visit our website
Unioncountygop.org and feel free to e-
mail us or call (908) 789-0200.

Commander Ellsberg to be
Topic For Historical Society

ENGINEERING THE WAR…Mulberry Harbors at D-Day consisted of four
parts. Furthest out were Bombardons (floating breakwaters). Inner breakwater
was provided by concrete caissons (called Phoenix) that were watertight for
crossing the Channel, then flooded and sunk. Inshore, there was Gooseberry, a
line of old vessels sunk in shallow water. Finally, floating piers called Whales were
connected by floating roadway that lead to the shore. See Ellsberg story this page.

WESTFIELD – Edward Ellsberg, a
Westfielder involved in both the most
important day in the 20th Century, D-
Day, and the biggest issue in the Town
of Westfield in the century, whether
and where to locate a replacement for
the Elm Street High School, will be
presented by former mayor Bud
Boothe in two separate programs to
the Westfield Historical Society.

Both programs will be on Friday
evenings at 7:30 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room of the Westfield Munici-
pal Building.

The first program dealing with Mr.
Ellsberg and his importance during
the D-Day invasion will be on Friday,
September 17. The other program
dealing with his decisions while on
the Westfield Board of Education will
be on Friday, November 19.

Well known as Commander
Ellsberg, the career navy salvage en-
gineering expert gave key advice that
contributed to the D-Day invasion
being successful, not withstanding
sticky issues between Britain and the
U.S. and the respective military lead-
ers. He was heavily involved in get-
ting two prefabricated “Mulberry
harbors” up and moved from En-
gland to the invasion coast. Lack of
same could have been a disaster from
lack of supplies and reinforcements.

In this month’s program, Mr.
Boothe will discuss Commander
Ellsberg’s naval career, including in-
terwar submarine salvages and har-
bor clearings in the Red Sea and North
Africa. There  will be an explanation
of the Mulberry Harbors and how the
project almost failed. Participants
included both the King of England
and Winston Churchill. Mr. Boothe

admits to being a Commander
Ellsberg fan for over 40 years.

“I knew he had lived in Westfield
before and during World War II, and
when I learned he had been on our
Board of Education I had to do a
program on his contributions to the
war and to the community. Com-
mander Ellsberg is a fascinating per-
son, and a very comprehensive and
easy to find web site about his career
and family is on the web. He died in
1983 at 91,” Mr. Boothe said.

On the November program, Mr.
Boothe will discuss Mr. Ellsberg’s im-
portance to the Town of Westfield while
serving on the Board of Education from
1935 to 39. Although he says he couldn’t
find any discussion of what Mr. Ellsberg
did on the board during that period, he
knows it was during the Great Depres-
sion and the board was struggling over
whether to replace or expand the high
school in the Elm Street building. Mr.
Boothe believes residents today will be
amazed at the alternatives and sites that
were considered. He will discuss Com-
mander Ellsberg’s fight with the board
on a site that finally went to the voters
who sided with him 4-1.

Those interested may want to visit
the “official Edward Ellsberg” web
site www.edwardellsberg.com, cre-
ated by his grandson Ted Pollard.
Peruse the 100 letters he wrote to his
wife in Westfield from D-Day En-
gland, under the tab “Normandy Let-
ters.” They cover FDR’s quest for a
fourth term, about German generals,
family affairs, balancing the check-
book and fixing the family furnace!

The program is open to the public.
Veterans and their families of the D-
Day invasion and World War II buffs
are particularly invited to participate.
Light refreshments will be served.

Phoenix

Whales

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains DEMs

Andrew Baron for Mayor
Barbara Baldasarre for Council

Scotch Plains candidates Andrew
Baron for Mayor and Barbara Baldasarre
for Township Council have announced
that the time has come to meet the
problem of municipal property taxes
head on. Last year, Scotch Plains saw its
highest municipal tax increase in his-
tory, an 18 tax point increase that we are
still paying for.

“As we spend the summer listening to
people’s concerns, the single most im-
portant issue is tax stabilization. Some-
where along the line, the yearly budget
process by which the municipal prop-
erty tax is set has lost contact with the
people. We feel that it would be benefi-
cial to call upon Scotch Plains residents
with business and professional experi-
ence to help us develop a plan to make
this process sensitive to those it effects,”
Baron said.” “Our vision of leadership is
to bring people of diverse backgrounds
together to resolve longstanding issues
on a non-partisan basis.”

To accomplish this goal, Mr. Baron
and Mrs. Baldasarre have announced
the formation of a citizens budget and
tax advisory group. The group will be

Citizens Group Is Formed to
Combat Rising Property Taxes

non-partisan, comprised of Democrats,
Republicans, and Independent voters.
The members of the group include: John
Appezzato, Al Checchio, Charles Green,
Dan Grossman, Sal LaMastra, Joe
Matrale, Zell O’Dwyer, Al Muller, Jerry
Rosenzweig, Neil Schlisserman,
Leonard Traiman, Paul Furbacher, Dick
Saunders and Mike Weber.

Mrs. Baldasarre, whose professional
duties at Runnells Hospital include man-
agement and review of budgets said, “I
could not be more pleased to have the
assistance of these people who, in their
professional lives, work in the fields of
accounting, technology, education, en-
gineering, health care, insurance, invest-
ments, law, marketing and property man-
agement. We are privileged to have such
a diverse group willing to give their time
on a volunteer basis to assist us with this
critical issue.”

Mr. Baron and Mrs. Baldasarre say
that the time is now to tap into the
expertise of our Scotch Plains residents.
Through these volunteers, our local gov-
ernment can improve at no increased
cost to our taxpayers.

Candidate Release
Ferguson Endorses

Marks and Coronato
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congressman

Mike Ferguson of the Seventh Con-
gressional District came to Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on Labor Day
to meet and greet picnickers and ath-
letes and also to announce his en-
dorsement of Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks and Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato.

“It’s great to be in Scotch Plains in
one of the more beautiful parks in the
area. It’s good to see so many resi-
dents enjoying the holiday and I
would like to encourage them to re-
elect Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks and Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato. They have done so much
for Scotch Plains, as this community
continues to be one of the more sought
after places to live and raise a fam-
ily,” Congressman Ferguson said.

Mayor Marks added, “We are
happy to see our Congressman here
in Scotch Plains. He has worked with
us on a regular basis to keep us up to
date on what is happening in Wash-
ington, and more importantly to make
sure we in Scotch Plains are receiv-
ing our fair share of Federal grant
funding. In the wake of September
11, 2001, we are particularly grateful
for his help in securing a grant in
excess of $100,000 to purchase new
communications equipment for our
firefighters.”

Councilwoman Coronato con-
cluded, “The Mayor and I are pleased
to receive the Congressman’s en-
dorsement, but we are also quite hon-
ored to be on the ballot with him for
this November 2 election. We strongly
endorse his re-election to Congress.
Mike is a representative of our voices
and values in Washington and a leader
for New Jersey that we can truly be
proud of.”

AT THE CONVENTION...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, right, got the chance to
talk with President George W. Bush’s brother, Neil, during the Republican
National Convention at Madison Square Garden last week.


