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United Fund Director Recounts 9/11
Community Support Services

Former Wyoming Resident Takes
Issue With Brozak Commercial

The Time Has Come to Unite As One
World In The Fight Against Terror

It has been three years since four planes
and 19 men changed our world. Terrorism
was not a household word in America prior
to September 11, 2001 — it was something
that happened in countries far away, like
Israel and England.

The world seems a much smaller place
these days. In March, we watched the hor-
rific scenes of the terror attacks in Spain.
This past week many of us waited for terror-
ism to occur during the Republican National
Convention. Instead, we watched as Chechen
Rebels took children hostage in a school in
Russia. We are not alone in the war against
terror; it affects all nations, large and small.

September 11, 2001 changed our lives for-
ever. Whether you lost a family member,
friend, loved one, neighbor, or you lost your
sense of security, that day changed you. Ever
since, few of us look at firefighters, EMTs
and police the same way.

But in many ways, 9/11 changed us for the
better. We came together as a community, as
a nation. The terrorists may have taken many
lives, but they did not do what they sought out
to do. We did not fall to anarchy; we did not
stop living our lives. Instead, we banded to-
gether to help our neighbors. We gave blood,
food, money, comfort – whatever we could.
We stood together as one nation, united.

Emergency crews from our area that were
sent to New York in the days following 9/11
will never forget the scores of New Yorkers
who stood out on the West Side Highway
cheering for them, holding signs saying thank
you. It was the little things that meant so
much.

Unfortunately, in Westfield, the first anni-
versary of September 11 brought with it
another tragedy. Greta Schoeneman was
killed after a branch fell on her at Westfield
High School, and several other students were

injured. Once again, our local emergency
services rose to the occasion. And the com-
munity once again offered their support to a
family in need. At the dedication of the Sep-
tember 11 memorial on North Avenue, even
Sally Cohen Alameno, who lost her husband
in the World Trade Center, stepped outside of
her grief to recognize Greta.

Remembrance services are once again
planned for the area. In Westfield a townwide
interfaith memorial service is planned at the
9/11 Memorial on the corner of North Avenue
and East Broad Street at 1 p.m. The Fanwood
Library will be open for 24 hours on Septem-
ber 11. Several events at the Fanwood Library
will take place during the day, ending with a
candlelight vigil at 11 p.m.

At the Union County 9/11 Memorial in
Echo Lake Park, the memorial will be open
only to the families of those who lost loved
ones from 6 to 8 p.m. Afterwards, the area
will be lit by candles and open to the public
to pay their respects.

We will never forget those of our commu-
nity that lost their lives on 9/11: Andrew
Alameno, David Campbell,  Michael
Davidson, Dean Eberling, Stephen M. Fogel,
Thomas Glasser, Matthew Horning, Leo
Russell Keene, 3rd, Richard B. Madden, Mark
Rothenberg, John S. Salerno, See-Wong
Shum, Anthony M. Starita and James Walsh.

We encourage area residents to come to-
gether – just as we did three years ago – by
attending at least one of the commemorative
events. As we continue to battle with terror-
ism at home and around the world, we must
stand together to support one another. By
joining in this way, we continue to gather the
strength we need to build for the future, as one
family, one community, one nation united.

Perhaps now, it’s time for us to come together
as one world.

The Electronic War On Computer
Hijackers Rages in Cyberspace

In the past, Spam was something that came in
a can that picky children refused to eat. Today
though, spam has taken on a whole new mean-
ing. It’s the barrage of e-mails you didn’t ask for
and don’t want.

You can change your e-mail address, but
spam will still find you. It doesn’t matter if you
never listed your e-mail address anywhere, or
haven’t subscribed to anything. You still get
spam.

Scurrilous spam-scammers push prescription
medications, drugs to enlarge body parts, money
from Africa and peeks at someone’s web cam.
They even mask their origin by stealing e-mail
addresses of others – perhaps pretending even
to be you.

It’s an electronic war going on out there – with
no national boundaries. In this case, truly “All

the world’s a stage.”
The Internet and e-mail have revolutionized

the world. They will get even better and more
useful even though spammers, viruses and hack-
ers dwell in the environs. We may not be able to
completely win the war against them, as there
may be no such thing as complete victory.

But at every turn, we can catch them at their
dastardly deeds and delete them. We can find
them in their lairs and they can be eliminated. As
new variants of their disease sprouts, we can
devise the anti-toxins.

We can stay alert and guard against their
stealth attacks, fix our wounds when occurring.
Rally others to join in the fight – it’s for the
common good of all decent beings.

Doesn’t this sound an awful lot like the war
against terrorism?

As we approach the third anniversary
of 9/11/01, we all remember clearly where
we were that day when the devastating
news hit us hard, and the subsequent call
to action that our community heeded to
help our local families.

As director of the United Fund of
Westfield, it has been my honor to work
closely with our 12 Westfield families
whom I have grown to love and respect.
To help these families in crisis, our Sep-
tember 11th Committee used their exten-
sive professionalism and volunteerism to
develop a plan to respond to the families’
financial and emotional needs. This docu-
ment became a model for dozens of United
Ways in the metropolitan area and for
anyone who requested our help.

Our service agencies, supported by the
community through the United Fund of
Westfield, also were invaluable in pro-
viding everything from on-going coun-
seling to transportation to Ground Zero to
anything to help them maintain some
sense of balance.

Our community is one of caring. That
is why my job is so rewarding. When two
out of three Westfielders call on us for
help everyday, the United Fund and its 20
agencies can respond because of the sup-
port of our community.

We continue to respond to our 9/11
families. We continue to have a monthly
support group that meets in the Westfield
United Fund office. Some of our families
have moved, some have remarried, and
some have had babies, and all are trying to
move ahead. We all still keep in touch
because there is a bond that will always be
there.

We promised our families in 2001 that
we wanted them to know that we are here
for you now, and we are prepared to be
with you for all of the tomorrows to
support you emotionally and financially.
We will get through this together, and that
is exactly what we are doing.

Linda Maggio, Executive Director
United Fund of Westfield

I saw the campaign commercial re-
cently aired by congressional hopeful
Steve Brozak, in which he compares New
Jersey and Wyoming in the context of
homeland security funding and the fear of
future terrorist attacks. I am a registered
independent voter living in Westfield,
but I grew up in Wyoming and, despite
having lived in New Jersey for over ten
years, I still consider Wyoming my “home
state.” With that in mind, I was struck by
the degree to which Mr. Brozak’s com-
mercial was both misleading and unin-
formed.

First, Wyoming is “number one in
homeland security funding” only on a per
capita basis. According to an August 16,
2004 analysis prepared by the Congres-
sional Research Service, Wyoming actu-
ally ranks 53rd (behind 49 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the
“National Capital Region”) in total state
allocations for Homeland Security Grants
in 2003 and 2004.

Over the last two years, New Jersey has
received nearly 4.5 times as much home-
land security funding as has Wyoming. In
fact, New Jersey ranks 8th overall in
homeland security grants over that same
period. Mr. Brozak’s commercial failed
to disclose these obvious and easily veri-
fiable material facts, and instead focused
on a terribly misleading and ultimately
meaningless statistic.

Second, and perhaps more worrisome
from a candidate who deservedly takes
pride in his military service, Mr. Brozak
seemed willing to gloss over (i.e., ignore)
the fact that Cheyenne, Wyoming is home
to F. E. Warren Air Force Base, one of
only four strategic missile bases in the
United States. F. E. Warren is home to the
largest, most modern strategic missile
unit in the United States, the 90th Space
Wing, with 150 Minuteman III and 50
Peacekeeper missiles over a 12,600 square
mile area. The 20th Air Force (headquar-
ters for the country’s ICBM wings) is
based at F. E. Warren.

In short, F. E. Warren AFB may well be
among the top five most strategically
important military facilities in the United
States, just the kind of place that should
receive a necessary minimum level of
homeland security funds. Given his 20
years in the military, I suspect that Mr.
Brozak knew this, but was willing to
ignore it (after all, it is so very far away...)
in order to prey upon New Jerseyans’
anxieties over the continuing fight against
terrorism.

The question is; if elected to Congress,
will Steve Brozak continue to misrepre-
sent the facts and ignore the realities of
national defense?

Christopher Torkelson
Westfield

McGreevey Took Risks
With All Our Security
Kevin Johnson’s recent letter (Sep-

tember 2) expressing support for Jim
McGreevey moves me to remind him that
our Governor appointed his gay boyfriend
to the position of Homeland Security ad-
visor just months after 9/11.

He took risks with all of our security by
appointing someone who, it was widely
agreed at the time, was grossly unquali-
fied for the position and indeed could not
even get FBI clearance to receive classi-
fied intelligence.

McGreevey’s subsequent resignation
date is an utterly cynical political move to
prevent the corruption of his administra-
tion from being voted on by the residents
of New Jersey. I think his behavior is
worthy of impeachment, and it’ll be a
very long time before I vote for any New
Jersey Democrats again.

Simon Lack
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Desipient – To lack sense; foolish
2. Uraeus – The figure of the cobra on

the headdress of ancient Egyptian rulers
3. Gecarcinian – Land crabs
4. Amyctic – Abrasive; irritating

STRE
1. Fussy
2. Scatter
3. Straw
4. Revenge; reprisal

CERRIAL
1. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
2. Pertaining to the bitter oak
3. Friendly; likeable
4. Found or growing in pastures

BAQUET
1. An astringent or repellent
2. A valet; servant
3. A wine glass used by sixteenth cen-

tury French aristocracy
4. A small tub

RESE
1. To pierce
2. A sneeze or grunt
3. To tremble or shake
4. A thrusting forward; a lunging

History Student Objects to Article
And Interview Claims of Mr. Sanders
I am disappointed by Horace Corbin’s

article on the front page of your August
26 edition, “Mountainside Republican
Chairman Bill Sanders Weighs in on Is-
sues.” Interviews, of course, are a part of
the journalism process, but they are not an
end product. Mr. Sander’s statements lack
verification and context because neither
opposing views nor corroborating evi-
dence are presented.

In the third paragraph, Sanders claims,
“Those in charge of the education system
are ultra-left and have been trying to
rewrite history and change curricula in
defiance of the facts.” This claim is not
correct. Westfield High School Principal,
Dr. Robert Petix, describes his politics as,
“conservative and traditional.” That said,
he often makes liberal-minded decisions
at WHS, “but I would not be called a
liberal by political liberals.”

Some of the most senior members of
Westfield’s history department share Dr.
Petix’ personal views. Dr. Daniel Weitz,
who has taught history in public schools
for thirty-nine years, advises a young
Republican club as well as a war-gaming
club; he notes that many other experi-
enced history department faculty are not
liberals either. Surely these leftists are not
conspiring to color young peoples’ brains
pink.

I learned of these educators’ political
leanings using the most advanced inves-
tigative journalism tool available—a tele-
phone. After only twenty minutes of tele-
phone calls, I proved Sander’s claim in-
valid.

Furthermore, history education in
American public schools has become less
partisan over the last fifty years—not
more as implied by Mr. Sanders. Accord-
ing to historian Dr. William Stinchcombe,
professor of history at the Maxwell School
of Citizenship and author of The XYZ
Affair, recent high school history texts
have substituted blind nationalism for
partisan critique. The shift, he says, is not
an example of left-wing pressure, but a
failure to effectively address political his-
tory. “When I was in school,” Dr.
Stinchcombe told me, “the best selling
American history text was American His-
tory by David Muzzey. It was progressive
and harshly partisan.”

Sanders’ other claims about history
education are largely misleading. In para-
graphs seven and eight, he complains
George Washington is not labeled “Fa-

ther of our Country,” and that the leftists
in charge of education have “tried to
remove mention of George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
pilgrims and the word ‘war’ from text-
books.” Finally, he claims that current
books have more mention of Marilyn
Monroe than President Washington.

All the educators with whom I spoke
expressed concern at the rising impor-
tance of “social history” in high school
textbooks, but Dr. Stinchcombe warns
the term carries an incorrect connotation.
Social history, he says, doesn’t mean
communist or left. Instead, it is entirely
non-political. The trend in history text-
books is not toward the left; it is toward
over-simplification. Dr. Weitz agrees, and
warns that some textbooks fail to accu-
rately weigh the significance of events.
History education, however, is not be-
coming worse. Though he worries that
some teachers fail to teach from multiple
perspectives, Dr. Petix is quick to note
that coverage of many mass-movements
such as the struggle for civil and voting
rights has improved.

It is also important to remember that
Westfield has little to fear from poorly
written texts. These United States by Irwin
Unger, Westfield High School’s United
States’ history text, is of substantial qual-
ity. Dr. Stinchcombe calls it one of the
better texts available. Surely Mr. Sanders
approves of its discussion of war and
pilgrims, as well as its discussion of Presi-
dent Washington over Marilyn Monroe.
Furthermore, the supplemental text The
American Political Tradition by Richard
Hofstadter has been the standard intro-
ductory American political history text
since it was first published in 1948. I’m
sure Sanders approves of the first chapter
“The Founding Fathers: an Age of Real-
ism.” Hofstadter also dedicates chapters
to Jefferson, Lincoln, both Roosevelts
and many other political figures who Mr.
Sanders may consider underrated in mod-
ern classrooms.

The Leader has a responsibility to its
audience to investigate the claims that
appear on the paper’s pages. Repeating
inaccurate information is as bad as gener-
ating it.

Kevin Johnson
Westfield

’04 Journalism
Syracuse Univ.

Publisher’s Note: Edited for brevity.

Letters to the Editor

Stop Talking About the Parking
Problem and Stop to Smell the Roses

I have recently undertaken a walking
program and have plotted out several
four-mile walks from my house on Tuttle
Parkway. No matter which route I take,
and regardless of the time of day, I am
struck by the beauty of Westfield’s gar-
dens. I am not talking about lavish, pro-
fessionally landscaped gardens, although
surely there are scores of magnificent
professionally landscaped properties in
Westfield. I am talking about gardens
lovingly tended by homeowners - gar-
dens where drifts of daffodils pop out of
ivy beds, properties where old rose bushes
are nurtured so they continue to pour
bursts of color over fences and walls,
houses with baskets of annuals hanging
from lamp posts, tree limbs or open
porches, front walks with lavender and
daisies spilling over them, utility poles
with bursts of daylilies around them,
majestic old maple trees ringed by impa-

tiens. A residential garden is a gift by a
homeowner to a community. I know these
lovely gardens make my daily walk more
than just a trudge and I thank the garden-
ers of Westfield for that.

We might all do well to put the endless
debates about the downtown parking situ-
ation aside for an afternoon and enjoy this
gift from so many of our fellow residents
before the cold sets in. Park in one of the
neighborhoods that circle downtown (feel
free to park in mine) and walk into town.
This may not resolve the issue of whether
we need a downtown parking deck but a
walk past the lush ferns and hostas and
hydrangea and black-eyed Susans and
ornamental grasses on the way into town
cannot help but do our hearts and souls a
world of good.

Sheilah O’Halloran
Westfield

Bundling Recyclable
Paper is Ridiculous

In January 2004 we moved from Scotch
Plains to Westfield and have been surprised
by the poor quality of recycling service that
our neighborhood is receiving - particularly
relative to the excellent recycling service that
we had been receiving for seven years in
Scotch Plains.

Our family’s objective is to recycle every-
thing that we are “allowed to” by the town in
order to do our small part to improve the
environmental quality of our neighborhood,
town, state, country and planet. We had no
problems doing this in Scotch Plains for the
past seven years. We are struggling to achieve
our objective in Westfield despite paying
more in taxes.

The junk mail that we receive alone fills
an entire 30 gallon garbage can each two
week period between recycling pickups and
- for some reason – our 30 gallon can filled
with mixed paper is not emptied sometimes
and has not been emptied now for about six
weeks. It was ALWAYS emptied in Scotch
Plains.

We are not sure if it’s because the paper
truck does not come on some days or if we do
not tie the mixed paper into 12-inch high
bundles. A careful reading of the town’s
contract with the recycling company reveals
that they insist that we  taxpayers  prepare 12-
inch high mixed paper bundles and tie them
with twine. This is an incredibly time con-
suming and unnecessary nuisance that must
certainly lead to reduced recycling compli-
ance by residents because many folks just
cannot be bothered to spend the time to tie the
enormous quantity of mixed paper into neat
little bundles. Our town, country and planet
suffer as a result. The next recycling contract
that the town enters into ought to remove this
ridiculous requirement.

Folks in our neighborhood use many con-
tainers to put their recyclables by the curb.
The town’s recycling contractor empties
these and then leaves them strewn on the
street, off of the curb, most knocked over as
if a tornado had traveled down the street. One
can only reasonable assume, therefore, that
the contractor’s employees have a complete
lack of respect not only for our property but
also for the aesthetics of our lovely town.
Certainly we can find a better contractor,
can’t we?

I called the Department of Public Works
this week to point out these issues and learned
that the recycling contract is up for renewal
in a few months and is being put out to bid
currently. Other residents may benefit by
calling their councilperson, or the mayor’s
office or the DPW and demanding that we
hire a superior recycling contractor and in-
sisting that the new contract state that we do
not need to tie our loose paper into neat little
12 inch bundles.

Anthony Cook
Westfield


