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• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Weed killers don’t know the

difference between a Dandelion
and a Dogwood tree.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

TREE TIPS:
Attracting Wildlife

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     There is growing interest in
attracting wildlife to personal
yards and gardens.  Birds, squir-
rels, chipmunks, rabbits and
other small animals do not just
happen.  They move in where
food, water, cover and areas for
reproduction are available.
     Many  people set out bird-
feeding stations in the cold sea-
son, but that just helps the birds
get through winter.  What about
summer-time?  We need habitats
for them in those months, too.
     Establishing wildlife habitats
can take up to half a century
through three successive stages.
If your property is typical of
Eastern residential yards and gar-
dens, however, you already have
a well-established habitational
area.  All you may require are a
few additional plantings.
     Stage One represents the first
year after nursery shrubs are
planted.  If your home is rela-
tively new and the trees and
shrubs are just getting estab-
lished, you can help the winged
wildlife with bird-feeders, bird-
baths and bird-houses.
     Stage Two comes five to ten PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE
EXPERT CO., INC.

908-233-TREE

years later when the shrubs and
trees have grown larger.  There
are more flowers and fruits to
provide  foods for many species
and you can then begin with-
drawing artificial supports.  You
may have to thin out some veg-
etation to achieve a balanced
habitat.  At this point, the bird
population will increase and the
early-arriving rabbits will be
joined by some busy chipmunks.
     In Stage Three, the trees are
mature and massed clumps of
vegetation  will provide habitats
for more varieties of animals.
Squirrels and field mice will join
the rabbits and chipmunks and
the list of birds will grow.  Pet
dogs and cats may hinder this
process somewhat.
     If you truly want wildlife, but
do not have them at these stages,
there may be some aptly crucial
food plantings missing.  Read
about the habitational require-
ments of the species you seek to
attract and then plant sufficiently
to support them.  It will be like
putting out a nutritional wel-
come mat for these pleasant little
friends.

     One of my customers - an eld-
erly lady experiencing some sad-
ness in her later years - asked me
for recommendations to attract
some small birds to her backyard
becasue her life and home were
so empty.  After talking about her
limited resources, it was clear she
could not afford a landscaped
cover to support a wildlife habi-
tat.  We agreed upon the modest
purchase of two bird-feeders,
fifty pounds of wild bird seed and
fiteen pounds of thistle seed.  It
was not expensive.  Yet in a rela-
tively short time, there were
goldfinches, wrens, cardinals and
warblers near her favorite living
room window.  I’m sure her life
became happier.
     She realized - as I have spent
a lifetime learning - that nature
will always be with us.  And we
can help, too!  Maybe that is why
we are here.

• Delbarton students come from more
than 65 towns and 10 counties.

• Private and public transportation
available.

• Over $800,000 in need-based
financial aid granted annually.

• Delbarton is committed to meeting
the demonstrated financial need of
all its students.

DARE to begin...

DELBARTON DELBARTON DELBARTON
An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12

administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey

Admission tests 
will be administered
on Sept. 25, Oct. 16,
Nov. 13 and Dec. 4.

DELBARTON SCHOOL
230 Mendham Road 

Morristown, NJ 07960
w w w . d e l b a r t o n . o r g
(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019

Australian Donates Kidney
To Help Westfield Native

MY HERO…Jill Morton, left, shares a special bond with Australian Vicki
Woodland, right, who donated a kidney to Ms. Morton last year. This past July,
Ms. Morton invited Mrs. Woodland and her children to watch her compete in the
International Transplant Olympics in Minneapolis, Minn., where she won three
medals. The grateful mother of two teenage sons placed her gold for singles tennis
around Mrs. Woodland’s neck.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield native
Jill Morton is a living testament to the
miracles that can occur when faith
and compassion come together, even
from half a world away.

In May of 2003, Ms. Morton, a
divorced mother of two teenage sons,
received a kidney transplant from a
woman named Vicki Woodland liv-
ing 12,000 miles away on a remote
mountaintop in the Outback of Aus-
tralia – nine and a half hours outside
of Sydney.

A 38-year-old farmer’s wife with
two young daughters, Mrs. Wood-
land became aware of Ms. Morton’s
urgent need for a kidney through an
appeal Ms. Morton had posted on the
Internet in March of 2003.

Ms. Morton, now 44, the daughter
of Warren and Carol Victor of
Westfield, was told in February of
2003 that her kidneys were rapidly
failing. The busy mother, already
managing a household and family
while studying for her CPA exam,
faced a future of regular dialysis treat-
ments that would deeply compromise
her quality of life.

While a kidney transplant would
spare her this grim fate, the odds of
her receiving one were steep. At the
time, the waiting list for a kidney was
55,000 and growing, with only 8,000
kidneys being donated annually.
People can wait eight years for a
kidney, said her father, and some die
before ever receiving a transplant.

Beyond that, difficulties exist in
matching donor and recipient tissue
types for compatibility. With hope
waning, Ms. Morton followed the
suggestion of her mother and took
what her father called a “billion-to-
one shot” by searching via the Internet
for someone willing to serve as a
living donor.

Ms. Morton’s mother, a renal reg-
istered dietician with a practice in
Westfield, has written diets for pre-
dialysis, dialysis and post-transplant
patients, and herself is the recipient
of two kidney transplants.

Ms. Morton’s message read, “43-
year-old, divorced working mother
of two teenage sons is in dire need of
an O Positive kidney.” Across conti-
nents and a 12-hour time difference,
her plea reached Mrs. Woodland,
whose home had no electricity and
required a solar panel to operate her
computer.

Just one hour later, Mrs. Wood-
land, who is active with a group that
seeks to help others through dona-
tions of this “gift of life,” emailed
back the reply that at first had seemed
such a long shot: “I am O Positive,
and I would be honored to give you a
kidney.”

Ms. Morton then received a second
email from Mrs. Woodland, advising
her to contact one of the United States’
premier transplant centers, located in
the Midwest, to be tested and to ar-
range for the transplant date.

Per hospital policy, transplant re-
cipients are prohibited from paying
donors any money, but are permitted
to pay donors’ travel and caregiver
expenses, and may also cover hospi-
tal, medical, food and lodging costs.

Within two months of receiving the
“gift of life” promise, Ms. Morton,
who lives in Florida, and Mrs. Wood-
land met at the hospital, where they
quickly “bonded like sisters,” accord-
ing to Ms. Morton’s father.

Pre-op tests indicated Mrs.
Woodland’s kidney was an “extraor-
dinary” match, revealed Ms. Morton’s
father. The surgery proved a tremen-
dous success for both women, he
added, each of who was discharged
from the hospital within a week.

Since then, the Victors and their
daughter, who works as an accoun-
tant and has passed the first part of her
CPA exam, have come to think of the
Woodlands as family.

In July of this year, Ms. Morton
invited Mrs. Woodland and her daugh-
ters to watch her compete in the Inter-
national Transplant Olympics in Min-
neapolis, Minn. Mr. and Mrs. Victor
were also on hand to share their
daughter’s latest triumphs, which Mrs.
Woodland had made possible.

More than 1,500 transplant recipi-
ents and donors participated in the
games. Ms. Morton, always an out-
standing athlete, captured the gold in
singles tennis and two silver medals
in golf and the 5K run.

“The five days my wife and I spent
in Minneapolis with Vicki and her
children closed the circle on our new
extended family,” Mr. Victor remarked
afterwards.

“The warmth of our relationship
with one another became a beautiful
personal gift to us,” the grateful fa-
ther continued. “Yet, Vicki clearly
projects that she has, indeed, been
given the gift, in being able to have
the privilege of giving the gift of life
to our daughter Jill.”

Air Force ROTC Program
At NJIT To Remain Open

NEWARK — Air Force ROTC De-
tachment No. 490 hosted by New Jer-
sey Institute of Technology (NJIT), and
recently slated for closure due to low
officer production, will continue to op-
erate subject to further review. Colonel
Steven Wayne, USAF, informed the
university that the Secretary of the Air
Force had decided that “the closure be
placed in abeyance in lieu of placing the
AFROTC detachment at NJIT on a two-
year ‘period of evaluation.’ During this
period both AFROTC and the univer-
sity will work together to increase cadet
enrollment and production. NJIT and
the Air Force have enjoyed a long and
distinguished relationship.”

NJIT President Dr. Robert
Altenkirch expressed satisfaction at
the reinstatement and the opportunity
to build on the 55-year-old relation-
ship between NJIT and the Air Force:
“The NJIT program is almost exclu-
sively populated by students pursuing
engineering, science and computing
degrees which are precisely the disci-
plines sought for the future force.”
NJIT has committed to undertake
AFROTC recruitment as part of the
general undergraduate recruitment and
admissions process.

Dean Fadi Deek said, “As a first
step, we intend to integrate the detach-
ment fully in the life of the college and
the university. More importantly,
AFROTC will have a prominent pres-
ence at our recruitment open houses
when prospective students and their
parents can learn about the benefits of
the program and the important contri-
butions made by students and gradu-
ates of the program.”

Altenkirch thanks Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ) and Representative
Donald Payne (D-NJ) for advocating for
the reinstatement of the detachment.

Sen. Lautenberg told the Secretary
of the Air Force, “Discontinuing this
program at this juncture is simply the
wrong decision. Instead, efforts should
be made by the Air Force with NJIT to
enhance its recruitment of students
here, and enroll more of the best and
brightest who have chosen to attend

these 13 schools.”
Congressman Payne observed that

the “ROTC programs are a time-tested
mechanism for recruiting our country’s
finest into leadership positions of mili-
tary service. For many students, they
provide scholarship assistance that is
the only route to higher education as
well as a pathway into a productive
career. The proposed discontinuation
of the detachment at NJIT directly
affects a number of New Jersey univer-
sities and affects many of the state’s
families with children of college age,
not to mention its broader implications
for the quality of our national defense.
Moreover, closure means that there
would be no AFROTC program open
to the most densely populated urban
center in the country.”

NJIT is a public, scientific and tech-
nological research university enrolling
more than 8,800 students. The univer-
sity offers bachelor’s, master’s and doc-
toral degrees to students in 80 degree
programs throughout its six colleges.

NJIT ranks among the top schools
of U.S. News & World Report’s list of
national doctoral universities.

Whitehead Selected
As Scout of the Year

WESTFIELD – Life Scout Rich-
ard Whitehead has been honored by
Boy Scout Troop 73, of the Holy
Trinity School, as its 2004 Scout of
the Year.

At the Troop’s annual recognition
dinner, Richard was lauded for his
outstanding leadership skills and
overall contributions to the Troop
and to Scouting as a whole.

Richard, a Class of 2005 senior at
Westfield High School, has served
the troop in several positions, includ-
ing Patrol Leader and Assistant Se-
nior Patrol Leader. He attended the
Patriots’ Path Council’s Junior Leader
Training (JLT) and later served on
staff at JLT; accompanied the troop
on three trips to Ireland; and twice
attended Philmont Scout Ranch in
New Mexico.

In other awards, parent volunteers
were recognized for their contribu-
tions to the troop. Jeanette Valentino
was awarded the Angel Award for
outstanding service for the past year.
Peter Copeland was honored with the
Joseph Pryor Award for sustained
leadership and involvement for a pe-
riod of at least three years.

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Westfield Recreation Events
Bowling League: This 12-week

program begins September 27 on
Monday afternoons at 3:50 p.m. at
Linden Lanes for ages five to 14. Cost
is $6/week payable at the lanes.

Consignment Ticket Program: Dis-
count tickets are available for many
amusement parks in the area. Call for
details.

Dance Classes: Theatre, dance, act-
ing, tap, ballet and jazz are a sample of
the classes offered for children ages
three to teen. Each 10-week session is
held at the Westfield School Dance
starting  Thursday, October 4. Call for
details.

Golf Class: Offered to ages  eight to
14 at OakRidge Golf Course on the
following Tuesdays: 9/14, 9/28, 10/5
and 10/12. Fee: $88.

Karate: Karate ‘n Motion once again
offers classes in beginning and inter-
mediate level. Classes are 10 weeks in
length and are held on Thursdays for
ages 8 and older from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. and Saturdays for ages five to
seven from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Fee:
$55. Call for details.

Mad Science: Held Mondays from
4 to 5 p.m. from 11/1 through 12/20.
Hands on science fun for children in
first through third grades. Fee: $85.

Manners Matter:  Monday, Octo-
ber 18 from  4 to 6 p.m. This class is
an introduction to everyday etiquette
for boys and girls in grades  three
through five. Fee: $30.

Night Place: Offered to Westfield
students in grades six through eight on
the following Friday nights from 7:30-
9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate
School: 10/22, 11/19, 12/17, 1/21, 2/
18, 4/15, & 5/13. Fee: $3 at the door.

Piano: First session begins on Mon-
days starting October 4 and ending
December 13 (excluding November
22). Class times are: 3:30 to 4 p.m. for
first and second grades, and 4 to 4:30
p.m. for third and fourth grades. In-

structor: NJ Workshop for the Arts.
Fee: $145/class.

Soccer Squirts: Tuesdays start-
ing September 14 and ending Octo-
ber 26. Class times: 10 to 11 a.m. or
1 to 2 p.m. for children ages three to
five.  Fee: $89.

Sports Squirts: Wednesdays at
Tamaques Park on September 22 to
October 27. Class times: 10:45 to
11:45 a.m. or 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. for
children ages three to five. Fee: $82.

Strollersize: Get in shape while
walking your baby in beautiful
Tamaques Park. Held on Saturdays
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. September 18 to
November 20. Fee: $50.

Total Toning: Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 10 classes
are offered per session. September 13
to October 18 (No class 10/11 or 11/
11) Fee: $65/session.

The Magic School Bus: Sunday,
October 24 at 1 p.m. at the State
Theatre. Cost: $30 per person.

Wrestling Clinic: Join Glen
Kurz, varsity coach, for some great
moves. Held on October 19  and
October 20 for grades five through
eight from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Fee: $30

Yoga for Life: Tuesdays and Fri-
days from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Ten
classes are offered per session.   Sep-
tember 14 to October 15. Fee: $65.

Miss Saigon: Thursday, November
4, at State Theatre. Bus departs 6 p.m.
Cost: $63.

Vanity Fair Factory Outlet Shop-
ping Spree: Saturday, November 13.
Bus departs 9 a.m. and returns at 6 p.m.
Cost: $30. Includes coupons and shop-
ping bags. Register by October 13.

Please register for the above pro-
grams at: The Westfield Recreation
Department-425 East Broad Street For
further information, please call the
Westfield Recreation Office at: (908)
789-4080. Visit westfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation.

Garage Sale to Benefit
Unitarian Society

FANWOOD — A garage sale will
be held on Saturday, September 18, to
benefit the First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield, New Jersey’s oldest Unitar-
ian-Universalist congregation.

The sale will take place from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at 123 Second Street in
Fanwood. Items offered at bargain prices
will include a Perego carriage stroller; a
Rhodes children’s bicycle seat; books;
children’s clothing and many other use-
ful or decorative things for homes.

Founded in 1889, the church today
has members primarily from Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Westfield, North
Plainfield and Plainfield, plus 40 other
Central Jersey communities.

Worship services are held at 10 a.m. on
Sundays at 724 Park Avenue in Plainfield.
For more information, please visit
www.fusp.org or call (908) 756-0750.
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