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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

Watching this absurdly entertaining
hokum, you suspect that Anacondas: The
Hunt for the Blood Orchid will eventually
rear its ugly head again, not necessarily in
film form, but as an amusement park ride.

Director Dwight Little’s hair-raising es-
capade has much more in common with
that medium than with the 1997 original.
And that’s a good thing.

There is no big name cast to waste this
go-round, and no pretentious plot to ob-
scure the movie’s real ambition. Which is
to give us a few cheap thrills and rake in a
whole bunch of money in the process.

While shamefully derivative of every
jungle horror movie ever made, that’s also
its indefensible charm. Anacondas makes
no bones about its clichéd heritage. But
rather, celebrates it with a simplicity and
economy of effort worthy of
acknowledgement. Like the classroom cut-
up who confesses his less than ideal de-
portment, its honesty must be admired.

But in complimenting the dubious pedi-
gree, let’s not go overboard, unlike the
motley crew aboard captain Bill Johnson’s
(Johnny Messner) rickety little tug, hired
to go up river in search of the life-extend-
ing, sub-title orchid. Oops…gave the ship-
wreck part away. No matter. The exploit is
just beginning at this juncture.

And setting the tone in a prelude to
that, the stereotypical skipper struts his
stuff by dispatching what we at first fear is
the anaconda. It’s not. We’ll have to go a
bit deeper into the Borneo jungle to make
its slithery acquaintance.

Don’t worry. That doesn’t mean we
have to wait for the trite dialogue to begin.
“Wow, I can’t believe you killed that alliga-
tor,” drug company executive Gail Stern
(Salli Richardson) excitedly observes.
“Crocodile,” the rogue hero glibly cor-
rects.

Still, the important qualification is, for
all the condescending accolades herein
bestowed, by no means should one con-
fuse Anacondas with serious filmmaking.
This is garbage, albeit neatly tied, bow and
all — a punctuating, summer’s end respite
from the headier stuff that hopefully awaits
us this fall. It is the motion picture equiva-
lent of junk food — cheap, tasty and
inconsequential.

Therefore, moviegoers are beseeched
not to substitute this questionable nibble
for more substantial fare unless certain
they can spare the empty calories.

Following the formula to a T, there’s the
usual, expendable gaggle of bright-eyed
experts tossed together in a common cause.

In this case it’s to find the pharmaceutical
flower in question. Naturally, their rea-
sons are different. And of course some of
them don’t know those differences until
push comes to shove in what turns out to
be the ethos revealing adventure of their
lives.

Not that Dr. Jack Byron (Matthew
Marsden) needs any survival epiphanies
to explain his raison d’etre. We suspect
that echoing not too far below his altruist
researcher surface are the profit-laced ob-
servations of the drug company CEO
who’s subsidizing the quest. Quoth said
suit before sending them off in search of
billions: “In other words, this is Ponce De
Leon stuff. It could be the biggest thing
since Viagra.”

Also dreaming of stock options, but not
nearly as mercenary as Dr. Jack, are, Mor-
ris Chestnut as Gordon Mitchell, the resi-
dent pragmatist; and Eugene Byrd as hys-
terical Cole Burris, the comedy relief. No
desperate journey is complete without
this latter character. Self-consciously nar-
rating the travail, he’s the one who has to
have his face slapped back to sensibility
after uncontrollably blithering, “We’re
gonna die, we’re gonna die!” I’ve always
related to the persona.

And then there’s KaDee Strickland as
Sam Rogers. That’s short for Samantha,
we imagine. She’s more like how I’d want
to be if tossed into this jungle tribulation,
my life threatened by all manner of bug
and beast, not the least of which is a throng
of very hungry anacondas.

In other words, she’s honest, coura-
geous, and sincere. And though the su-
premely dedicated scientist isn’t opposed
to making a buck, it won’t be at the
expense of her fellow human being. No
siree, Bob. She may be skinny, but she’s
wily. By golly, she’s our heroine.

Now, with the cast all properly pigeon-
holed and the impossible excursion out-
lined, the goal befalling the viewer is three-
fold. Your mission, should you decide to
accept it, is to enjoy the suspense despite
its predictability, giggle at your fright, and,
most importantly, guess who and who will
not become an active member of the food
chain.

Oh, and lest Anacondas gives you any
ideas, don’t forget the snacks.

* * * * * * *
AnacondasAnacondasAnacondasAnacondasAnacondas: The Hunt for the Blood

Orchid, rated PG-13, is a Screen Gems
release directed by Dwight H. Little and
stars KaDee Strickland, Johnny Messner
and Matthew Marsden. Running time:
93 minutes.
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NENENENENEWWWWWARK ARK ARK ARK ARK – Utilizing the perform-
ing arts to excite learning of subjects
such as history, science and mathemat-
ics is the focus of the Professional De-
velopment Workshops for Educators,
hosted by the Arts Education Depart-
ment of the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark.

The next full-day session, conducted
bi-annually in the fall and winter, is
slated for Thursday, October 14.

Open to all educators, including
classroom teachers, curriculum super-
visors and teaching artists, the six work-
shop sessions are designed to provide
art activities and lesson plans that con-
nect to traditional classroom subjects,
such as social studies, history, language
arts, science and literature.

Director of Professional Development
and Partnerships, Irene Toone, said the
workshops “inspire teachers to think
creatively about how to use the arts to
teach traditional subject matter.”

Carlee Bennet, a teacher at Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child in Summit
and a past participant in the workshops,
said, “I thought it offered a great way to
help me connect what students are learn-
ing in literature and social studies to the
arts. Wonderfully affirming!”

Educators participating in work-
shops include theater games to en-
hance literature, dance and music. Sev-
eral workshops will relate to NJPAC
SchoolTime Performances including,

Twelfth Night, a Shakespearean com-
edy presented by Aquila Theatre Com-
pany; and Guess How Much I Love
You, a performance based on the children’s
book of the same name, presented by the
Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia.

A total of six workshops will be offered
on October 14. The workshops are ap-
propriate for Pre-Kindergarten to 12th
grade educators, school administrators,
teaching artists and community leaders.

Last year, over 180 educators at-
tended workshops on arts integration,
storytelling, cultural traditions, Latin
Jazz music, science and arts activities.
Season educators and performers from
New Jersey and New York, including
representatives from the Pushcart Play-
ers, Youth Stages, Inc. in Princeton,
Montclair Kimberley Academy and
Branice McKenzie of Brooklyn, N.Y.
were among last year’s presenters.

The New Jersey Educators Associa-
tion (NJEA) endorses NJPAC Profes-
sional Development Workshops. NJEA
members will receive a 10 percent regis-
tration fee discount. NJPAC is registered
as a Professional Development Provider
for the state Department of Education.

Workshop participants are eligible
to receive four Continuing Education
Units or CEUs and NJPAC will pro-
vide Professional Development Cer-
tificates to all workshop participants.

For more information, please visit
www.njpac.org or call (973) 353-8020.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Town Book Store of Westfield
is celebrating its 70th anniversary all
month. To kick off the season, there
will be four authors there on Satur-
day, September 11. From 11 a.m. to
1 p.m., Karen Rostoker-Gruber will
promote her new children’s picture
book, “R“R“R“R“Rooster Canooster Canooster Canooster Canooster Can’’’’’t Cock-a-t Cock-a-t Cock-a-t Cock-a-t Cock-a-
DDDDDoodle-Doodle-Doodle-Doodle-Doodle-Doo,” oo,” oo,” oo,” oo,” while Diane
Ochiltree will sign copies of her new
children’s picture book, “16 R“16 R“16 R“16 R“16 Run-un-un-un-un-
away Paway Paway Paway Paway Pumpkins.”umpkins.”umpkins.”umpkins.”umpkins.” From 2 to 4 p.m.,
Laura Anne Gilman will promote
her novel, “S“S“S“S“Staying Dtaying Dtaying Dtaying Dtaying Dead,”ead,”ead,”ead,”ead,” and
Keith DeCandido will sign copies of
his novel, “D“D“D“D“Dragon Pragon Pragon Pragon Pragon Prrrrrecinct.”ecinct.”ecinct.”ecinct.”ecinct.” For
more information, please call (908)
233-3535.

* * * * * * *
For family fun, check out Mercer

County’s Howell Living History
Farm’s fundraiser,     The SThe SThe SThe SThe Steamteamteamteamteam

Whistle MWhistle MWhistle MWhistle MWhistle Mazazazazaze,e,e,e,e,
featuring over two
miles of pathways,
an all-new game
board with clues,
a 30-speaker mu-
sic system, hay-
rides, a pumpkin
patch, food stand
and gift shop. The
GGGGGrand Orand Orand Orand Orand Openingpeningpeningpeningpening
MMMMMoonlight Moonlight Moonlight Moonlight Moonlight Mazazazazazeeeee
will take place on
Friday, September

10, from 5 to 9 p.m. The festivities
continue through early November.
For admission prices, directions or
maze information, please call (609)
397-2555 or visit
www.howellfarm.org.

* * * * * * *
Bernie’s Orchestra will provide

the music at the MMMMMunichunichunichunichunich
OOOOOktoberktoberktoberktoberktoberfestfestfestfestfest at Bayern Verein
Newark, 787 Featherbed Lane in
Clark. The traditional German fes-
tival will take place on Saturday,
September 11, and tickets are $5
for adults. Kids under 12 get in
free. The picnic grove will also be
home to Bavarian dancers, Ger-
man food, and lots of beer. Call
(908) 276-7745.

* * * * * * *
Santuary Concerts at the Union

Village Methodist Church in Ber-
keley Heights will present AAAAAztecztecztecztecztec
TTTTTwo-Swo-Swo-Swo-Swo-Stepteptepteptep     in concert on Saturday,
September 11, at 8 p.m. Rex Fowler
and Neal Shulman have been per-
fecting their act for 30 years, so if
you enjoyed them then, you’re sure
to relive some great memories.
Opening will be Australia’s
PPPPPenelope Senelope Senelope Senelope Senelope Swaleswaleswaleswaleswales. Doors open at
7:30 p.m. and tickets are $20. The
church is located at 1130 Moun-
tain Avenue in Berkeley Heights.
Call (973) 376-4946.

* * * * * * *
The Kent Place Gallery in Sum-

mit will open the 2004-2005 sea-
son with an exhibit featuring the
work of photographer and Sum-
mit resident Sue Zwick. “““““RRRRReflec-eflec-eflec-eflec-eflec-
tions IItions IItions IItions IItions II””””” will be on display from
Monday, September 13, through

Friday, October 15. An artists’ recep-
tion will be held on Friday, September
17, from 6 to 8 p.m. The exhibit and
reception are free and open to the
public. The gallery is located on the
campus of Kent Place School, and is
open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday, or by appointment.
For more information, please call (908)
273-0900, extension no. 208.

“Reichstag,” C-print on metallic“Reichstag,” C-print on metallic“Reichstag,” C-print on metallic“Reichstag,” C-print on metallic“Reichstag,” C-print on metallic
paper.paper.paper.paper.paper.
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PPPPPlay Alay Alay Alay Alay Away Sway Sway Sway Sway Studio Btudio Btudio Btudio Btudio Bringsringsringsringsrings
ArArArArArts to Scotch Pts to Scotch Pts to Scotch Pts to Scotch Pts to Scotch Plainslainslainslainslains

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Fiona
Murray, Artistic Director of the Play
Away Studio in Scotch Plains, has put
together an extensive arts curriculum
for the fall season.

The Director of Music Together of
Union County, for over 10 years,
Murray has introduced hundreds of
local infants, preschoolers and their
caregivers to the joy of family music
through the critically acclaimed pro-
gram.

In a continuing effort to bring the
arts to young children, Murray and the
Play Away Studio instructors will offer
Music Together, dance, art and private
piano and instrument lessons.

Carmen Chicola and Lynn Schaeber
Walton will give dance instruction.

Chicola has danced professionally
since the age of 17, and has over 20
years teaching experience from the very
young to professional level ballet. She
teaches “Mommy & Me Dance” for
two to three year olds, and “Pre-Ballet”
for four to five year-olds. She incorpo-
rates stories and creative props into an

exploration of movement and rhythm
to prepare students for academic ballet
training.

Walton holds a Master of Fine Arts
degree in Dance Choreography and
Performance from Temple University.
She has performed, taught and choreo-
graphed in Europe and the Tri-state
area. Her class for six to eight year olds
focuses on basic ballet elements such as
foot positions, arms movement, rhythm
patterns and co-ordination.

The studio also offers art lessons
with Claudia Stadtmauer and Vickie
Williams.

Stadtmauer holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from the School of Visual Arts
in New York City. She worked as an art
director for 14 years. Her love of chil-
dren has led her to create classes geared
especially for the preschooler. “Artfully
Fun” is offered to three year olds and a
caregiver. Children are introduced to
shapes, colors, seasons, and nature
through a wide variety of mediums.
For four to five year olds, “Art with
Books” is offered and based on popular
children’s books. The student will also
create a book of their own.

Williams is an experienced art in-
structor and has been involved at the
local level for years with school art
appreciation programs, and the
Westfield LOGOS arts and crafts
classes.

The fall session of Art Evenings for
adults and teens is open to anyone age
14 and older, and is an opportunity for
parent and teen to connect during low-
key sessions that explore color, light
and composition with different media
each week.

New this semester to the studio are
piano lessons designed specifically for
four- to seven-year children. Offered
weekly for 15 minutes, these classes
help to ease a small child into a lifetime
of music.

Private instrument lessons are also
available for ages eight to adult. These
classes are taught by Russ Murray, Play
Away’s Instrumental Music Director.
He has holds a Bachelor of Music de-
gree from Susquehanna University and
a master’s degree from Jersey City State
University. He teaches middle school
instrumental music in Newark and has
been performing professionally for over
20 years.

Registration is underway for the
Music Together and Play Away pro-
grams. Classes fill up quickly. To regis-
ter or to inquire about a musical birth-
day party at the Studio, please call
(908) 490-1330.

Q uQ uQ uQ uQ ueeeeeen ofen ofen ofen ofen of     ArArArArArtttttsssss
Craft Projects, Books, and Patterns

For All the Year ‘Round

IIIIIlluminating Plluminating Plluminating Plluminating Plluminating Paperaperaperaperaper, , , , , TTTTTwirlingwirlingwirlingwirlingwirling
DDDDDainty Fainty Fainty Fainty Fainty Fabric Rabric Rabric Rabric Rabric Rose Bouquetsose Bouquetsose Bouquetsose Bouquetsose Bouquets

By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The method of merging natural light
and paper has been around for centu-
ries, according to Helen Hiebert in “Pa-
per Illuminated.” Celebrations through-
out the world have often incorporated
objects such as lanterns to
create festive atmospheres.
However, the method has
been best illustrated
through 15 projects in
Hiebert’s book.

“Paper Illuminated”
(Storey Publishing,
2001) details the impor-
tance of selecting and
even designing papers for
their projects with tech-
niques such as batik, wax-
ing, fold and dye, the tried and true
method of piercing and cutting, gold
leafing and even origami.

Hiebert’s best projects are the
watermarked luminaria, spinning lan-
tern, nightlights and sconces. Any ama-
teur can tackle the pop-up
lantern and votive covers.
The author teaches the most
sophisticated crafter how to
create accordion blinds,
room dividers and screens
and chochin lanterns.

A helpful glossary, safety
and basic lighting tips, step-
by-step directions, cut-out
patterns to be enlarged and
sidebars filled with designs
by famous lamp and
luminaria artists make this
book truly unique.

In “Scrapbook Styles: Ease & El-
egance” by Jill Miller (Watson-Gupthill
Publications, 2004), the author teaches
scrapbookers some lesser-known tech-
niques such as converting photos that
are too loud in color to black and white
or sepia tones, how to use metallic rub-
ons and interactive panels in layouts
and best of all, how to add mirrors,
tiles, glass and glitter for special effects.

Miller imparts tips about paperweaving,
embossing leather, layering velum, using
tags, paperclips, mesh and iridescent foils
and how painting on paper with metallic
or pearlized acrylics and using computer
programs can achieve varied results.

Flowers perish swiftly for bridesmaids

and brides, but they won’t with the gor-
geous fabric rose bouquet and silk flow-
ers used in the flower girl’s basket shown
in “Crafting the Perfect Wedding: From
Saying Yes to the Big Day” by Anita Louis
Crane (Watson-Gupthill, 2004).

The book, which begins with a brief
introduction, to-do list and
wedding planner, shows
crafters how to make en-
gagement and bridal party
invitations with little dresses
on the front of each card. The
bride can keep her favorite
swatches and notions in an
idea book, one of Crane’s
projects, adorned with rich
fabric and embellishments.

Instructions are also in-
cluded for elegant beaded

purses to give to bridesmaids, a regal
ringbearer’s pillow with beaded silk and
endless ideas for round favor boxes to
ornament every table during the bride
and groom’s big day.

“The Ultimate Scrapbooking Book”
(Sterling Publishing, Main
Street Books, 2001) by
Rebecca Carter, Vanessa-
Ann, Sandi Genovese, Lael
Furgeson and Stephanie
Taylor belongs on the shelf
of anyone calling himself
or herself a scrapbooker or
archivist.

Basic instructions on
supplies, techniques,
archiving, genealogy and
even tricks for red-eye re-
moval are given for first-
timers. Experts and ad-

vanced scrapbookers will learn more about
designing puzzle pages, pop-ups, pock-
ets, incorporating fabric, quilted layouts,
rub-ons and how to use their child’s
artwork.

Ideas are offered by four different
designers, sure to suit every reader’s taste
and comfort level. Gorgeous full-sized
color templates and cut-out patterns fill
this mammoth book, which is only
$24.95 for an unbelievable 448 pages.

* * * * * * *
The next edition of Queen of the

Arts, which will be published on Octo-
ber 7, will focus on Halloween crafts to
make for your favorite ghost or goblin.

PPPPPerererererforming Arforming Arforming Arforming Arforming Artists Stists Stists Stists Stists Soughtoughtoughtoughtought
FFFFFor ‘or ‘or ‘or ‘or ‘ArArArArArt in the Gt in the Gt in the Gt in the Gt in the Gararararardensdensdensdensdens’’’’’
COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — “Art in the Gardens,”

a month-long celebration of the arts in
October during National Arts and
Humanities Month, will be hosted by
Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth.

The Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, in con-
junction with the Department of Eco-
nomic Development, coordinate this
annual event.

This multicultural showcase of mu-
sic and dance performances will take
place on the weekends, including Co-
lumbus Day, in the mall’s Center Court.

“Art in the Gardens is an excellent
opportunity for a Union County venue
to host local talent and present it to a
wide and diverse audience,” said Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada. “The
Board of Chosen Freeholders is proud to
have this annual event in Union County.”

The Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs invites musical and dance
groups in the Union County area to
participate. Large groups and culturally
diverse groups are encouraged to apply
because the mall venue is especially
appropriate for large performances.

For an application form, please call
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs at (908)
558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. All applications
are due by Friday, September 10.

WWWWWestfield Gestfield Gestfield Gestfield Gestfield Glee Clublee Clublee Clublee Clublee Club
RRRRResumes Resumes Resumes Resumes Resumes Rehearsals;ehearsals;ehearsals;ehearsals;ehearsals;

MMMMMembers Sembers Sembers Sembers Sembers Soughtoughtoughtoughtought
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Glee Club will resume Monday
evening rehearsals on September
13 from 8 to 10 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Male and female student and
adult singers are invited to attend
rehearsals in the Choir Practice
Room at the lower level.

Glee Club Director Thomas
Booth will introduce the group to
the Winter Concert Program, which
will be sung in four sections with a
variety of seasonal, traditional, classi-
cal and popular music with sections
performed by special artists.

At the September 13 rehearsal,
a fellowship time with coffee and
doughnuts will follow.

New singers are invited to call
Dale Juntilla at (908) 232-0673
for more information.

LiteraturLiteraturLiteraturLiteraturLiteratureeeee
HHHHHeals Heals Heals Heals Heals Heareareareareartststststs
SSSSSince 9/11ince 9/11ince 9/11ince 9/11ince 9/11

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, many publishers
of children’s books rose to the chal-
lenge of explaining the events to
young readers.

While many of these books quickly
went out of print, many are still
available in school and public librar-
ies. And, as we approach the third
anniversary of the attacks on our
nation, books targeted towards chil-
dren and young adults continue to
be published.

One of the most popular 9/11
books for preschoolers is “Frankie
Wonders...What Happened Today?”
by Yvonne Conte and published by
Amsterdam-Berwick Publishers three
months after the attacks.

Four-year-old Frankie suspects
something important has happened,
but he doesn’t know what. A sup-
portive family helps him understand
what has occurred, and the best ways
to deal with it. This is a great story to
read-aloud.

A class of first graders from
Kennett, Mo. responded to the ter-
rorist attacks by writing a book called
“September 12th: We Knew We
Would Be All Right” (Scholastic,
2002). The book is a poignant re-
minder that one of the best ways to
fight terrorism is to go about our
daily life and routines.

Targeted towards ages four to eight,
another picture book relating to 9/
11 is “The Little Chapel that Stood”
by A. B. Curtis (Old Castle Publish-
ing, 2003). The author used rhyme
to tell the story of St. Paul’s Chapel,
the part it has played in history, and
the role it had as a place of comfort
for those working at Ground Zero.

Several middle grade educational
publishers responded to the demand
for books about 9/11 by releasing
series. Chelsea House published their
series, “United We Stand,” which
included titles such as “Call to Res-
cue, Call to Heal,” which addressed
emergency medical professionals at
Ground Zero, and “Helping Hands,”
which told of how New York City
and the nation, supported the rescue
and recovery efforts at both the World
Trade Center and The Pentagon.

Rosen Publishing Group’s “Ter-
rorist Attacks” series features “The
Crash of United Flight 93 on Sep-
tember 11, 2001” by Tonya Buell.
Enslow Publishers in Springfield re-
leased “Attack on America: The Day
the Twin Towers Collapsed” as part
of their “American Disasters” series,
while Abdo and Daughters published

“September 11, 2001: The Day That
Changed America” by Jill Wheeler as
part of their “War on Terrorism”
series.

Some of the eyewitnesses to the
disaster were students in a nearby
high school. They provided their ac-
counts in “With Their Eyes: Septem-
ber 11th—The View from a High
School at Ground Zero” edited by
Annie Thoms and published by
HarperTempest for the first anniver-
sary of the tragedy. This book is tar-
geted towards young adult readers.

Also for the same age group is
“September 11, 2001: Attack on New
York City” by Wilborn Hampton
(Candlewick Press, 2003). The au-
thor, who lived in Greenwich Village
and heard one of the planes fly over
his apartment, uses the accounts of
people touched by the disaster in the
writing of his book.

As we commemorate 9/11, per-
haps reading some of the above books
will help young readers deal with the
still-unanswered questions, while
remembering those who were lost.

NJWNJWNJWNJWNJWA ConcerA ConcerA ConcerA ConcerA Concert Bt Bt Bt Bt Bandandandandand
SSSSSeries to Beries to Beries to Beries to Beries to Begin Segin Segin Segin Segin Sundayundayundayundayunday

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Con-
cert Band, under the direction of
Howard Toplansky, will begin its 2004-
2005 concert series on Sunday, Sep-
tember 12, at the YM-YWHA, 501
Green Lane in Union at 2 p.m. with
soloists Greg Salmon on tenor saxo-
phone and Debbie Toplansky on clari-
net.

Currently in its ninth year of opera-
tion, the NJWA Concert Band boasts a
75-piece band with musicians from
Union, Middlesex, Hudson and Essex
counties.

The September 12 concert will in-
clude Bach’s Prelude and Fugue in G
Minor, Sleeping Beauty Waltz, Strauss’
Entrance March from The Gypsy Baron,
as well as selections by Irving Berlin,
George Gershwin and Henry Fillmore.

“As a concert band we have a great
deal of latitude regarding the music we
choose. Our concerts might feature
ragtime selections by Joplin, melodic
popular music such as My Fair Lady by
Lerner, classical sonorous music by
Bach, lively marches by Sousa and bal-
let music by Tchaikovsky. That’s the
beauty of the concert band experience.
We appeal to all musical tastes,” ex-
plained Toplansky.

“We are grateful for the support that
Brian Fox, Director of the Green Lane
Y and Jani Kovacs-Jonas, Director of
Programming, have given us in spon-

soring additional Sunday concerts
slated for November 7, December 5,
December 12 and February 6 and April
3 of next year,” added Toplansky. “The
band is already working on new musi-
cal selections, as each of the concerts
will feature different music.”

Other scheduled concerts include:
• Sunday, October 10, at United

Methodist Church in Cranford at 2
p.m.;

• Saturday, October 23, David
Brearley High School in Kenilworth at
7:30 p.m.;

• Sunday, November 14, at Congre-
gation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains at
2:30 p.m.;

• Saturday, March 12, at David
Brearley High School at 7:30 p.m.;

• Sunday, April 10, Congregation
Beth Israel at 2:30 p.m.; and

• Saturday, June 4, at David Brearley
High School at 7:30 p.m.

Currently, other organizations are
making arrangements to set up addi-
tional concert dates.

In addition to such cultural series,
the band raises funds as part of its
Benefit Concert Series. The ensemble
has assisted service organizations such
as Key Club, Rotary Club, Parent-
Teacher Associations, firefighters and
ambulance squads.

For more information about
fundraising efforts, please call (908)
964-1793.

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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