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Raider Boys Want No Letup
From Fine 2003 Grid Season

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Grid Boys Tackle
Rugged, Beefed Up Schedule

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

starter Mike Finne and seniors Jake
Brandman and Diego Betancourt will
be guards and senior Darnell Hopkins
and juniors Cowles Stewart and Santo
Nardi will be the tackles.

Finne, Harbaugh, Cowles Stewart
and Rich Stewart are expected to be
the starting defensive down linemen.
Senior Mike Adamcik, Betancourt,
Hopkins and Nardi will rotate in as
down linemen.

“Finne’s been a defensive tackle all
year. We moved him to end after the
last scrimmage. He’s been very ac-
tive out there,” noted Tranchina.

Dowling will start at middle line-
backer. Power and senior Paul
Goldweitz will start as outside line-
backers.

“We have a lot of good backups.
We got Simmons, Brandman and Kyle
Clark,” Tranchina added.

The secondary positions are wide
open with Kim, Shaffer, DelDuca,
Patella, King and DeRosa. “We are
trying to find the mix. We have a lot of

guys battling for spots. There will be
good competition,” said Tranchina.

Vying for the kicking duties are
veteran Goldweitz and sophomore
Tom Bonard.

After the opening game with Old
Bridge, the Blue Devils will host rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Septem-
ber 18.

Blue Devil Girls Look
For Fine Soccer Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School var-
sity girls’ soccer team put forth an
excellent effort finishing last season
with an 11-6-1 record. The lady Blue
Devils look to attract lots of atten-
tion against conference and non-con-
ference opponents under first year
Head Coach Katie Egan, a Colby
College soccer captain and mid-
fielder and 1998 Westfield alumna.

The Blue Devils have seven pol-
ished seniors returning and the addi-
tion of several talented new faces
will make this year’s team a quality
competitor with a bright future.

“I’m really honored and excited to
be the head coach at my alma mater,”
said Egan. “I have a great group of
girls returning who excel offensively
and defensively, so I don’t see any
reason why we should not be able to
compete with the best teams in the
state. Our schedule is a tough one
but teams should be frightened by
us.”

Blue Devil team captains are, se-
niors Stefanie Bridgman, Gio
Palatucci and Emily MacNeil. Shar-
ing the goalkeeping duties will be
senior Tara O’Donahue and junior
Lauren Sinnenberg, who combined
for 10 shutouts last year. O’Donahue
played 15 games, made 52 saves and
yielded just three goals. Sinnenberg,
playing in all 18 games, recorded 58
saves including two complete game
shutouts.

Providing the offensive kick at the
forward position will be seniors
Danni Fried and Aly Ludmer.
Standout sophomore Erin McCarthy
will add strength and experience.

“They’re all quick and have great
shots,” said Egan.

Occupying the midfield position
will be Palatucci. “She demonstrates
great composure, has a great touch
on the ball and is a very good leader
in the middle for us,” added Egan.

Sophomore Gillian Kape, who has
a great eye for the game and is a great
ball distributor, will team up with
Palatucci. Rounding out the flanker
position will be Bridgman and sopho-
more Julie Shelman.

“All around, we have great depth
this year,” said Egan.

The defensive forces will include
McNeil at sweeper, senior Justine
Palme as stopper while junior Alison
Bridgman and junior Miriam Becker-
Cohen will round out the outside
flanks.

“They all have great speed, quick-
ness and are very good in the air,”
explained Egan.

Several new and talented players,
who will share time, include sopho-
more Mary Kate Luca and junior
Abby Chazanow. Both will play the
outside and midfield position and
possibly fill in at fullback. Addition-
ally, the Blue Devils will rely on the
strong play of junior Marilyn Mench,
who will play outside fullback.

Summing up, Egan explained,
“The biggest thing facing us right
now is that pressure from last year.
They had a good season, but I think
they had some disappointments.
They were hoping to go further in
the counties and the states, so I be-
lieve they are feeling a little bit of
pressure. This year’s senior group
wants to go out strong and add a
good finishing season to their career
here at Westfield. Realistically, I’m
looking forward for this team to be a
contender for the county title and
make it to the state sectional finals.”

Blue Devil Girls Show
Change in Net Lineup

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some shifting has occurred with
this year’s Westfield High School girls
tennis team’s lineup, but the Blue
Devils expect to be right in the mix
for the Union County Tournament
(UCT) title. Last year, the Blue Devil
girls placed second to Kent Place in
the UCT, lost to Bridgewater-Raritan
in the sectional finals and finished
with a 20-3 record.

Head Coach Ed Tirone, in his 10th
year with the Blue Devil girls, said,

“We lost three seniors last year, first
singles and one each from first and
second doubles. Right now we have a
pretty young class. We only have one
senior. That’s Michelle (Morawsky)
who is playing second singles.”

Sophomore Nikki Reich, who com-
peted at second singles last year and

placed second in the UCT, presently
has the inside track for first singles.
Morawsky, who placed second in the
UCT at first doubles, is set for second
singles and junior Lisa Aliche will
play third singles.

Vying for the doubles positions are
the twosomes of junior Jessica Bender
and sophomore Lane Maloney, sopho-
more Lindsay Goldberg and freshman
Kim Morawsky, and junior Rachael
Louie and sophomore Meredith Kender.

Last year Maloney and her team-
mate Lauren Steller, who has gradu-

ated, won the UCT title at
second doubles and
Bender competed at third
singles. For Bender, who
won the UCT third singles
title her freshman year and
placed second last year,
the transition from singles
to doubles requires some
adjustments. “It’s hard on
Jessica because she played
singles for two years. Now,
it’s the way she adapts to
her partner in doubles.”

Goldberg was a team
member last year. “She has
been doing much better this
year,” commented Tirone.

Once again, the Blue
Devils expect stiff compe-
tition from Kent Place and
Summit for the county title
but, according to Tirone,
there is more work and ad-
justments to be made.

“The girls were pleasantly surpris-
ing on some things and there were
some girls who were disappointed
that they did not end up doing what
they wanted to do. Now, they have to
get over their disappointment and start
applying themselves to where they
can be helpful.”

going to be very good playing the
other outside linebacker spot,” added
Ciccotelli. “He’s a big, strong physi-
cal kid who works very hard. He’s
really dedicated to the weight room.”

In the secondary, are Smith, Hunt,
Weber and junior Rashawn Strong.
“We got some guys there who, I think,
are going to do a good job. What we
are lacking, in some spots is experi-
ence, but I said this 100 times, we
don’t sign our kids to 10-year con-
tracts,” noted Ciccotelli.

Senior Mike Baumwoll, as he did
last year, will assume the kicking du-
ties. “I feel we are very strong there.
So, we are excited,” commented
Ciccotelli who added, “We’ve got to
put the pieces together! Philosophi-
cally, our goal everyday is to get better,
better and better. When we step on the
field and when we walk off it, we
know we gave it our best effort.”

The Raiders open against East Side
tomorrow, September 10, at 7 p.m. at
Shabazz Stadium in Newark.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on Au-
gust 25, 2004 granted approval to Michael
and Jennifer Campion for an addition on
the property at 166 Belbidere Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 104,
Lot18.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Michael and Jennifer Campion
166 Belvidere Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 9/9/04, The Times Fee: $16.83

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL SOCCER TRI-CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, Stefanie
Bridgman, Gio Palatucci and Emily MacNeil, who have been selected Tri-Captains
of the Blue Devil girls’ soccer team, stand with first-year Head Coach Katie Egan.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A RETURN…Blue Devil junior Jessica
Bender will be testing her skills at first or second
doubles this season.
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Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Union $399,900 Westfield                                                        $435,000

Westfield $489,000 Scotch Plains                                                  $479,900

Orchard Park colonial.  3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, living room fireplace,
formal dining room, wonderfully finished rec room.  WSF0594

Completely renovated 3 Bedroom, 1.1 bath colonial.  Walk to train,
town, school.  A must see.  WSF0487

Beautiful cape.  Large living room with brick fireplace, formal dining
room, screened breezeway, 4 bedrooms and more.  WSF0743

Pristine cape in historic section.  3 bedrooms, 3 full updated baths,
new kitchen with quality cabinets and appliances.  WSF0810

Circa 1850 w/1930’s addition.  Gourmet kitchen with stainless steel
appliances, living room fireplace, inground pool. WSF0795

Grand colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, master suite, 2 tiered deck.
End of cul de sac approximate half.  WSF0772

Westfield                                                        $435,000

Westfield                                                        $599,900


