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Turf Field Installation
Work Could Begin

As Early as November
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In the spring, the Westfield Town
Council approved $1 million for
the installation of a synthetic turf
field at Sid Faye and Houlihan
Fields at the corner of Rahway
Avenue and Lambertsmill Road.

The completion of engineering
studies is expected by Friday, Sep-
tember 10, and then the project can
go out for bid.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kauffman hopes that work can
start on the turf fields around
Thanksgiving. He is “hopeful”
that the prep work can be done
before the dead of winter and the
carpet can be installed before
spring.

He said that “in theory” the new
turf could be installed without in-
terrupting spring or fall usage of
the fields.

Last year, an artificial lighted
turf field was proposed at the site of
the Conservation Center on
Lambertsmill Road. After failure
to gain the full support of the coun-
cil, the commission decided to
move forward on the smaller
project of Sid Faye and Houhlihan
fields.

A turf field requires less main-
tenance than a grass field, as it
does not need to be mowed or
watered. Multiple sports can be
played on turf, from soccer to la-
crosse, which is known to damage
grass fields.

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion is proposing a turf field at
Kehler Stadium, which will go be-
fore the voters on Monday, De-
cember 13.

“Recreation level lighting” has
been approved for the fields and
will be included in the bid specifi-
cations. Mr. Kauffman said that
neighbors should be assured that it
will “not be Shea Stadium.”

He said that he intends to meet
with the neighbors and bring in the
lighting consultants to explain spill-
age and the times the lights will be
on. Mr. Kauffman added that many
residents will see a noticeable
change when the lights at the ten-
nis courts at Tamaques Park are
replaced. He stressed that technol-
ogy has improved over the years,
which cuts down on the amount of
spillage.

He said that he expects to hear
many of the neighbors complaints
regarding the lack of available park-
ing for the fields.

Mr. Kauffman said that
Westfield owns a strip of land
along Lambertsmill Road, and
he hopes that in the future a capi-
tal project could be undertaken
to create parking there for the
fields.

The Recreation Department will
also be taking bids for the resur-
facing and new lights for the
Tamaques Park tennis courts, as
well as bids for construction at
Memorial Park.

Frank Arena Bruce Paterson

Pat Quattrocchi Joe Renna

WF Public Schools
Will Open Sept. 8

WESTFIELD — The opening
of classes in the Westfield Public
Schools begins on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 8, at the following times:

• Westfield High School — 8:30
a.m. (homeroom);

• Edison Intermediate School
and Roosevelt Intermediate
School — 8:15 a.m. (homeroom);

• Elementary Schools (grades 1
through 5 grade) — 8:45 a.m.;

• Kindergarten (a.m.) — 8:50 a.m.;
• Kindergarten (p.m.) - 12:30 p.m.

Westfield Public Schools Welcome
54 New Teachers for 2004-2005

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As the school year is set to begin on
Wednesday, September 7, 54 new
teachers and one new administrator
are set to welcome approximately
5,900 students to the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools this year.

Last year, the school system had
5,813 students. According to Lorre
Korecky, of the Office of School and
Community Relations, the largest in-
crease in students is seen at Westfield
High School (WHS).

At the new teacher orientation break-
fast, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley noted that the new teach-
ers were selected from more than 1,100
applicants. Bachelor degrees are held
by 49 percent of the new hires, while
51 percent hold Masters degrees. Five
of them are WHS graduates.

The new teachers completed a two-
day orientation program as part of
Westfield’s New Teacher Institute,
focusing on classroom management,
home-school partnership and special
education. Following that, they re-
ceived orientation at the school level
from their principals and mentors.

In addition to new teachers, WHS
will welcome Joan Sullivan as their
new Assistant Principal.

Stewart Carey, who has served
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) and
WHS as Assistant Principal, will be
the Interim Principal at Roosevelt
Intermediate School for 2004-2005.

Dr. Ken Shulack, who was
Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS)
Principal for 12 years, has accepted
the position of Director of Human
Resources for the Summit Public
Schools.

The new teaching staff for the
Westfield Public Schools includes
school psychologist Vicky Banach;
EIS mathematics teacher Anne
Bergin; fourth grade Franklin El-
ementary School teacher Beth Bill-
ing; WHS mathematics teacher Erica
Bilyk; RIS English teacher Theresa
Cerefice; seventh grade RIS math-
ematics teacher Coleen D’Angelo and
Wilson Elementary School third grade
teacher Annika Davis.

Additional new educators include
WHS English teacher Kimberly
Dougherty; WHS special education
teacher Elizabeth Drzaszcz; WHS
Spanish teachers Lauren Durante and
Ursula Engel; Franklin School first
grade teacher Corinne Esposito; EIS
Basic Skills teacher Elizabeth Frame;
WHS special education instructor
Mark Goulet; Washington Elemen-
tary School special education teacher
Debra Gulino; WHS special educa-
tion instructor Carrie Heinz; Franklin
School second grade teacher Lindsey
Huston; WHS English teacher War-
ren Hynes; Wilson Elementary School
Resource Room Facilitator Dorothy
Kahaner; McKinley Elementary
School and EIS Spanish teacher Lisa
Kastner; WHS special education
teacher Douglas Kehler and Wilson
and Franklin Schools music teacher
Mia Laine.

Other new positions include EIS/
Tamaques Elementary School Span-
ish teacher Tara Legge; WHS social
studies teacher Kara Leonard; EIS
social studies teacher Jacqueline
Magyar; Franklin art teacher Marylee
Massenzio; Tamaques first grade
teacher Lauren Metz; WHS Spanish
teacher Jill Mezzacappa; WHS French

and Spanish teacher Rachel Mills;
WHS mathematics teacher Ellen
Muir; RIS mathematics teacher
Francis Mulderrig; RIS physical edu-
cation instructor Susan Pickett; RIS
seventh grade science teacher Mel-
issa Piegaro; WHS socials studies
teacher Adam Pizzi; RIS language
arts teacher Carine Revfi; WHS coun-
selor Elizabeth Ricks; WHS English
teacher Mark Stern; strings teacher
Christina Szczepkowski; Nicole
Tyminski, grades three and five,
McKinley; WHS special educator
instructor Kathleen Walsh; McKinley
nurse Valerie Williams; RIS math-
ematics teacher Cheryl Wohlgemuth;
Franklin second grade teacher Chris-
tina Yockel; WHS special education
teacher James Zaccari and RIS Span-
ish teacher Erin Zielinski.

Additional new instructors include
EIS Pre-Kindergarten teacher Donna
Corea; WHS social studies teacher
Brennan Coughlin; WHS special edu-
cation instructor Carole Harazim;

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CLOSING THE SEASON...Carrie Jackson and her jazz combo perform on
Prospect Street in Westfield on Tuesday evening during the season’s end of the
popular town jazz series.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
RNC in NYC...Jim Foerst and Jack Smith of Westfield with Tim Smith of Scotch
Plains relax on the balcony of the Women’s National Republican Club overlook-
ing St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth Avenue in New York City Tuesday afternoon.
Several notables were in attendance at the luncheon including former NYC
Mayor Rudy Guiliani as part of many events during the week for the Republican
National Convention. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Mr. Foerst, Mr. Jack
Smith and Mr. Tim Smith. In the lower photograph, Mr. Guiliani is shown
conversing with those in the enthusiastic crowd.

WF School Board
Hears Update on
Summer Projects

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
held its first meeting of the 2004-
2005 school year on Tuesday to dis-
cuss work done on the district’s tech-
nology infrastructure and facilities
over the summer.

The purchase of 150 new laptop
computers at Westfield High School
(WHS) proceeded as planned over
the summer. Business Administrator
and Board Secretary Robert Berman
reported that 50 teachers have handed
in their old laptops and received new
ones in accordance with an agree-
ment reached between the adminis-
tration and the WHS faculty over the
summer.

In addition to the new laptops, WHS
now has a fully equipped wireless
network for teachers to use while in
the building. A decision has yet to be
reached as to whether or not to allow
students access to the network as well.
New software is also being installed
at WHS to allow students and parents
to see how WHS students have previ-
ously fared when applying to specific
colleges. This software will be acces-
sible to students and parents from
their homes.

Improvements to the technology
infrastructure also took place at the
intermediate and elementary schools
over the summer. Eight new Dell serv-
ers were installed at the schools, re-
placing problematic Apple servers.
The district’s two intermediate
schools each received new worksta-
tions for both the science and tech-
nology labs.

Hal Johnson, the district’s recently
appointed Chief Technology Officer,
held orientation sessions to familiar-
ize the teachers with the new technol-
ogy at their disposal.

Students at the intermediate schools
will receive User Identifications this
year so they can store a certain amount
of data on the school’s servers and
retrieve it at a later date.

At the district’s elementary schools,
120 new workstations were installed
for student use.

Mr. Berman lauded the work Mr.
Johnson did over the summer, saying,
“It would not have been possible with-
out Hal running the operation.”

Mr. Berman also reported to the
board on a number of building
projects, both completed and ongo-

ing, that took place during the sum-
mer. At WHS, new seats and floor tile
have been installed on the main floor
of the auditorium, which continues to
be renovated. Similar improvements
to the balcony section of the audito-
rium have not yet been completed,
but Mr. Berman expressed hopes that
the balcony portion of the project will
be completed soon.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
recently visited the auditorium and
said, “It looks very nice.”

The new sound and lighting sys-
tems in the auditorium will not be in
place for the winter concerts at WHS,
and work on air-conditioning for the
venue will not commence until sum-
mer of 2005.

Also at WHS, the floor tile on the
second floor of the old building has
been replaced. Plans are in motion to
facilitate the installation of a new
Public Address system to replace the
aging system at WHS.

At Edison Intermediate School,
new ceiling lights were installed in
the cafeteria and in five classrooms.

Republican Freeholder Candidates
Take Issue With County Expenses

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Republican candidates for the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders are all geared up for the
Tuesday, November 2, election.

Candidates Joe Renna of Cranford
and Patricia Quattrocchi and Bruce
Paterson of Garwood recently sat for
interviews with The Westfield Leader.
Candidate Frank Arena of Westfield
could not be reached as of press
time.

Running on a platform to lower
property taxes by cutting wasteful
spending, bringing a balance to the
current all Democrat board, as well
as an openness to county govern-
ment, the candidates are spending
time canvassing neighborhoods and
attending local fairs.

All of the candidates told The
Leader that when they speak to vot-
ers, they spend much of their time
explaining what the freeholder board
does. They said that most people
don’t know what freeholders do, and
aren’t aware of how much of their
taxes are going to the county.

“Wasteful spending has caused our
property taxes to up in the past four
years,” Mr. Renna said. “It’s outra-
geous. The reason they can do that is
because no one knows what the county
does. It’s an invisible layer of govern-
ment. I’d like to open government.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said that when

looking at the freeholder meeting
agendas, “almost without exception,
companies that do business with

Union County contribute to the
(Democrat) campaign.” She said that
many of these companies are outside
of the county and that business should
be done within the county.

“I don’t think people get back what
they believe they are,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. She said that the
county gave less than $10,000 to the

homeless and battered women’s shel-
ter this year.

Mr. Paterson said that the exact
same services being delivered now
can be continued at 20 to 30 percent
less the cost.

Ms. Quattrocchi pointed out that
most of the projects people see are
not budget items, but are projects
where money was borrowed such as
the new police headquarters in
Westfield, the purchase of the art cen-
ter and bridge construction. She said
that in the last budget audit, approxi-
mately one-third of the county bud-
get went to salaries. She said there
should be a hiring freeze.

“The county needs to be rein-
vented,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mr. Paterson said there is duplica-
tion of services between the counties
and towns. His suggestion is that the
towns take care of the roads, and the
county should maintain bridges and
culverts. He said that the county could
be decreased to provide security only,
allowing municipalities to retain home
rule. He said, “it’s time to reinvent
government, time to start thinking
outside the box.”

“Severe inequities appear in towns
between the taxes they pay and the
services they get back,” Mr. Paterson
said. He said that even towns like
Plainfield and Elizabeth are not get-
ting back what they pay. “Somewhere
the equation doesn’t work.”

“If I’m elected, I’ll take $10,000
off my salary and give it back,” Mr.
Paterson, a currently out of work
project engineer, promised.

Dave Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DETOUR...Rahway Avenue was closed for paving late last week from Grove Street to the town line. The project was able
to be completed before the start of school on Wednesday, September 8. Work is still being done on many other streets in town,
with hopes of getting major work done before the school year to alleviate traffic.
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I can help you cover the bases: home, auto, life,
retirement.
Call me today to learn more.

Subject to availability and qualifications. Insurance offered only with select companies. Allstate New
Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey.  Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL
©2004 Allstate Insurance Company.

715 Central Avenue  Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Ron Bansky

(908) 301-0711
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New Teachers

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
• Personnel at the Echo Lake Country

Club reported acts of vandalism at the
restrooms located at the 14th hole on the
golf course.

• Two 18-year-old males were arrested
in Westfield on charges of possession of
more than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and with possession with intent to
distribute. Both were subsequently re-
leased, according to police.

• A Westfield resident reported the
theft of her red handbag, containing $60
in cash, personal items and keys, from her
workplace at the Redeemer Lutheran
School on Cowperthwaite Place.

Shortly afterwards, someone used her
credit card to make $732 in purchases
from an area store. No one has been
apprehended in connection with the inci-
dent.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25
• A North Avenue business reported an

attempted theft after receiving a call from
an individual in London who tried to
order a Tagheuer watch and have it shipped
to Maryland. It was found the card was
being used fraudulently, police said.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
• A Grandview Avenue resident re-

ported an attempted burglary at her home,
after spotting an individual within the
premises and then hearing her rear sliding
door slam shut. It is believed the
homeowner’s dog scared off the intruder.

Additionally, a neighbor observed a
suspect, described as a white male with
long black hair and wearing dark cloth-
ing, running up Grandview Avenue car-
rying a glow stick. Nothing was taken
from the house.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29
• After responding to a disturbance call

behind a Central Avenue coffee shop,
police arrested Darnell Muse, 21, of Eliza-
beth for providing an alcoholic beverage
to an underage person. He was released
on his own recognizance.

SP-F BOE Delays Action
On 2004-2005 Priorities

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
delayed action Thursday night on ap-
proval of the district’s priorities for the
2004-05 school year. The goals will
focus on improved writing across the
curriculum, the use of data to improve
learning, and engagement and owner-
ship of learning.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye explained that administrators
and supervisors have been working
together on achieving those objectives.

“What we discovered was that there
were very close relationships among
and between them (the priorities),”
said Dr. Choye.

She wants administrators to con-
tinue work on methods of meeting the
board’s priorities for the school year.

Board members will vote to ap-
prove the goals in late September.

In terms of improving students writ-
ing ability, Assistant Superintendent of
Instruction Dr. Margaret Hayes said
kindergarten through fifth grade teach-
ers were to participate in all-day writer
workshops on September 1 with a fol-
low-up on professional development to
be held in January. Teachers will all
continue to evaluate their student’s
progress throughout the school year.

In a related matter, Dr. Hayes said
that Harvard University lecturer and
researcher, Dr. Ronald Ferguson, would
be addressing teachers today, Septem-
ber 2 at Park Middle School. Dr.
Ferguson is associated with The Tripod
Project, which focuses on how teacher
and student relationships in the class-
room impact student achievement.

Dr. Hayes said the school district
might be interested in engaging in the
research Dr. Ferguson is conducting.

“We hope it (Dr. Ferguson’s lecture)
will help our staff focus their energies
on doing some very common sense
things that will ensure that students
will stay more actively involved,” Dr.
Hayes explained.

In other business, Board President
Linda Nelson said the Garden State
Coalition of Schools recently met with
New Jersey State General Assembly
majority and minority policy leaders
to discuss the recent enactment of
legislation impacting school budgets.

Senate bill 1701, signed into law on
July 1, reduces the cap school districts
can increase their school spending
plans from the previous year from 3 to
2.5 percent. It also puts the same per-
centage cap on administrative spend-
ing. In addition, the new statute places
restrictions on how much school dis-
tricts can put aside for surplus funds.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood school of-
ficials have said the statute would mean
a cut of $250,000 in next year’s district
budget.

Mrs. Nelson, one of the board’s
representatives to the coalition, said
the meeting focused on how school
districts can work to have the new law
either amended or rescinded. The New
Jersey School Boards Association sup-
ports rescinding the act which Mrs.
Nelson believes is unlikely to occur.
The coalition is focusing their efforts
on modifying the statute.

The school board president will be
sending a letter to the school district’s
state legislators to address the board’s
concerns on how the law impacts the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district. A
resolution will also be drafted for board
action on the board’s position.

The board approved the first read-
ing of the district’s new integrated pest
management policy. Policy Commit-
tee Chairman Thomas Russo said the
policy would bring the district into
compliance with the New Jersey Inte-
grated Pest Management Act. The law
requires districts to control insects
while minimizing the exposure of pes-
ticides to school children and staff.

SP Delegation to Italy
Returns to Township

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- From the big
welcome, to the sumptuous meals, to
the various ceremonies and festivi-
ties, it was “un viaggio di ricordare,”
a trip to remember, for the delegation
of Scotch Plainsers who spent three
days in Montazzoli, Italy last month.

Saying it was “beyond all our ex-
pectations,” Mayor Martin Marks said
the citizens of Montazzoli, from
where, a century ago, an influx of
immigrants arrived in Scotch Plains
“went all out to make the trip a very
special occasion.”

The group of about 20 left the U.S.
on August 9 for a 10-day tour of Italy,
which included three days in
Montazzoli, a small village of about
1,000 residents that is situated in a
mountainous region of Chieti prov-
ince about 20 miles from the Adriatic
Sea. The trip came 15 months after a
30-member delegation of
Montazzolesis visited Scotch Plains
to mark the 10-year anniversary of
the establishment of a sister city rela-

tionship between the two towns.
Mayor Marks told The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times that even
though the American group arrived in
Montazzoli several hours late, there
were still more than 200 townspeople
and a marching band waiting to greet
them. Then it was on to town square,
named Piazza de Scotch Plains, where
another several hundred
Montazzolesis were gathered for a
roasted pig feast that lasted, the mayor
said, until the early morning hours.

At a special session of Montazzoli’s
town council on Sunday, August 15,
there was an exchange of gifts be-
tween the mayors of the two towns,
along with a reading, in Italian, by
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge of a
resolution passed by the Scotch Plains
Township Council commemorating
the visit.

Mayor Marks said he made his own

“feeble attempt” at speaking some
Italian during his remarks.

That evening brought another feast,
with “unbelievable amounts of food,”
according to the mayor, that lasted
well into the night.

A 30-piece orchestra brought in
from Romania entertained the Ameri-
cans on Monday from a stage in the
center of town, a performance that
was followed by fireworks marking a
nationwide religious holiday. The
Americans also ventured into the
mountains overlooking Montazzoli.

“I have never breathed cleaner air
in my life,” Mayor Marks said.

There was also a farewell dinner
for 200 that was preceded by a special
church service and a religious pro-
cession through the town’s streets.

The following morning, the
Montazzolesis bid farewell to the U.S.
delegation, which spent several days
in Rome before returning home.

“For me, I heard about Montazzoli
my whole life,” said Councilwoman
Sorge, whose paternal grandfather
was born there. “It was exciting to see

where my family was from and I got
to see where my grandfather grew
up.”

“We were all treated like royalty
the entire time we were [in
Montazzoli],” Mayor Marks’ wife,
Lori, told The Times. She said when-
ever she strolled through the streets,
she was warmly greeted by towns-
people.

Councilwoman Sorge echoed her
sentiments, saying that, throughout
their stay, “we were treated like ce-
lebrities. It was a good feeling.”

Mayor Marks said it was “very
touching the way they welcomed us.
We were treated like family.”

With the local Italian-American
Club set to mark its 100th anniver-
sary in 2006, the mayor said he is
hoping for a return visit to Scotch
Plains by Montazzolesis at that time.
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The Fall Planting Season has 
officially begun. Plants just love the 
cooler weather of fall to set roots into 
the ground and give a headstart for 
next Spring. 

To Celebrate the start of the season 
we are offering today through Tuesday 
September 7th savings of 30-70% on 
all Trees, Shrubs & Perennials. 

(Please don’t try kicking your plants 
at home its better to talk to them.)
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WHS Spanish teacher Kristen
Hendrickson; WHS biology teacher
Judith McLoughlin; Denise Miller,
Achieve, McKinley; McKinley fourth
grade teacher Kate Mortenson;
Joanne Ryan, Resource Center,
Jefferson Elementary School, and RIS
French teacher Justina Wadolowska. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF School Bd.

CAMPAIGN TRAIL…While the GOP rallied in midtown, Democrats gathered
at Grant’s Tomb to criticize President Bush’s war effort in Iraq. Congressional
candidate Steve Brozak of Westfield spoke at the event.

Additionally, a new handicap acces-
sible ramp was added at the building.

At Franklin Elementary School,
new lines were painted on the gym-
nasium floor, and steps to the play-
ground area will shortly be added.

Recently passed state legislation
mandates that any school district carry-
ing a fund balance of over 3 percent
must put any surplus directly towards
tax relief. At the time the legislation
was passed, the Westfield school dis-
trict carried a fund balance of 4 percent.

As a result, the tax levy that will be
collected by the school district de-
creased by $722,062. The budget’s
total amount, $73,470,592, remains
the same. While this legislation pro-
vides tax relief for Westfield’s taxpay-
ers this year, it may lead to a larger tax
levy for the 2005-2006 budget.

The district saw a major change in
the administration over the summer.
Dr. Kenneth Schulack, former
Roosevelt Intermediate School Prin-
cipal, accepted the position of Hu-
man Resources Director at Summit
Public Schools.

As a result, Stewart Carey, former
Assistant Principal at Edison Inter-
mediate School, was named Interim
Principal at Roosevelt.

The board’s next public meeting
will take place on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 14, at which time it will discuss
the proposed bond referendum to in-
stall a new artificial turf field and a
new track at Kehler Stadium and per-
form renovations on the field at Edison
Intermediate School.

Commuters, Visitors Find No Problems
Getting Into New York During RNC

By FRED K. LECOMTE
 and LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After all the hype about security and
the possibility of delays for commut-
ers this week during the Republican
National Convention (RNC) in New
York City, those on the Raritan Valley
line found an increase in police pres-
ence but a fairly normal commute.

“Entering Newark this morning, I did
notice a police presence on the plat-
form,” said Clorinda Negaro of Westfield.
“As far as the state of New Jersey and the
NJ Transit authority is concerned, I do
feel that they are doing everything to
give me a sense of security.”

Mr. Mandel of Westfield com-
mented, “In my opinion, security in
and around New York has not changed
since 9/11. Nothing appeared differ-
ent in New Jersey, although when I
was riding the train, they made an

announcement that we should be care-
ful, look out for and report any abnor-
malities, but other than that, it was
pretty much routine.”

“As far as my daily commute,” he
said, “it is an inconvenience, but I have
accepted it. I’m not crazy about it, but
it is something that we have to live with.
I wish we lived in a better world, but I
have accepted it as a way of life now.”

Westfield First Ward Councilman
Peter Echausse told The Westfield
Leader, “I took the 6:48 a.m. train and
there was a lot of police presence,
which was extremely high in New-

ark. The train stopped in Secaucus
and police with bomb dogs went
through every car, checking the gar-
bage, luggage racks and bathrooms, I
thought it was good though.”

“There’s been a major police pres-
ence at Penn Station New York for the
last week,” he added. “Security was
tight, but the commuters were happy
to see them.”

Leader Publisher Horace Corbin
and Westfield Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman James Foerst went into New
York City to the National Women’s
Republican Club, and took the train
to Madison Square Garden (MSG)
to get a first-hand perspective at
the level of security. Jack Smith of
Westfield took the bus and Tim
Smith of Scotch Plains drove into
New York.

According to Councilman Foerst, ev-
erything was extremely well under con-

trol, but there was a maze of barricades
around MSG, which made traffic impos-
sible, and they had to walk two blocks to
get to where traffic was to hail a cab.
Every 30 feet there were groups of police.

Once Councilman Foerst and Mr.
Corbin reached midtown they said
things were much more normal traf-
fic-wise, but there was still high po-
lice presence.

There was police presence on the
train, but because it was not a commuter
hour, each person was just eyed by the
security when boarding and police were
equal to the passengers in number. There

was high security at Newark Penn Sta-
tion and the police appeared extremely
well equipped and trained.

Tim Smith said that he made it
from Scotch Plains to Ninth Avenue
in Manhattan in 40 minutes.

Jack Smith took the bus to the Port
Authority and took a cab to the club.

Parking was inexpensive because
there was so much availability and it
was only $12 for the day.

The group returned to Westfield by
car and saw no traffic during the nor-
mal rush hour. They said it was obvi-
ous that anyone that could take vaca-
tion that works in the city did so.

Westfield BOE Changes
Date of Next Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education will not meet
on Tuesday, September 7, as origi-
nally scheduled. Instead, the next
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
September 14.

The board will meet to discuss
the proposed bond referendum
for the new artificial turf field and
track. The meeting will be held at
8 p.m. in the Administration
Building, 302 Elm Street in
Westfield.

Mr. Renna said that the county is
ignoring their essential duties to the
health and safety of the public. He
said that the programs that money is
being spent on are political in nature,
such as the concert series and recent
purchase of the Rahway Arts Center.
“All these programs effect their re-
tention of power, more than they do a
service to the public,” Mr. Renna said.

He added that while the budgets of
every department have been cut back,
spending has still increased.

Mr. Renna will be finishing his
masters degree in Public Administra-
tion at Kean University this fall. He
said that he would make his work on
the freeholder board a full time com-
mitment if elected.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said that she
would like to see the freeholder board
hold meetings in places other than
Elizabeth a few times a year so that
more people can attend.

Mr. Renna said that the freeholder
board should be districted, because
the board does not represent a major-
ity of the towns in the county. In the
past, the Republicans have won in
more towns than the Democrats, but
still lose the popular vote county wide.

“Hire us to clean the county, then
find the good Democrats and elect
them,” Mr. Paterson said.

Calls and e-mails to interview
Democrat candidates Freeholders
Dan Sullivan and John Wohlrab, as
well as Adrian Mapp and Bette Jane
Kowalski were not returned as of
press time.
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GOP Candidates

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
STOP IN THE NAME OF THE LAW...Mountainside police were stopping cars
in the area of New Providence Road and Route 22 on Monday. The police were
checking to make sure car inspections were up to date, drivers were wearing their
seatbelts and using a hands free mobile phone.

Fred K. Lecomte and Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
A SECURE RIDE...NJ  Transit commuters saw an increase in security during the
Republican National Convention, but little delay. Inset, NJ Transit Police were
present at the Westfield Train Station.

Photo Courtesy of Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
BEAUTIFUL VIEW...During their trip to their sister city in Montazzoli, Italy,
Scotch Plains resident Martin Marks got a view from above the Norther Italian City.


