
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 2, 2004 Page 5

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Every once in a while someone
makes a statement that you just cannot
get out of your head. Maybe it is so
ridiculous it doesn’t make sense, just
too unbelievable to be taken seriously
or perhaps so out there that the person
saying it would have been better off
just saying nothing.

One such quote came from then
Governor of California, Grey Davis,
who some months ago was voted out
of office to be replaced by Arnold
Schwarzenagger. I believe Davis was
talking about the diverse make-up of
the population of his state when he
said something to the effect of “We
have people from every planet on the
earth in this state.” This guy was defi-
nitely confused.

On the local scene, we have had our
own share of true “gems”. Statements
made by persons in positions of au-
thority who perhaps should have kept
their mouths shut on a given topic.
One example came from Freeholder
Mingo, while talking about the pur-
chase of the Union County Arts Cen-
ter. Earlier this year, I had voiced my
opinion by questioning the wisdom of
Union County going into the enter-
tainment business. The freeholder of-
fered justification by calling the pur-
chase a “quality of life issue”.

Air pollution and noise pollution
are quality of life issues, not an enter-
tainment venue — which by the way is
now being called “economic develop-
ment,” from Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan, who was addressing the
county budget increase this year.

Sullivan spoke about the county sav-
ing money by offering additional vaca-
tion days to “unnecessary county work-
ers,” The keyword here is unnecessary.
Just how many workers are on the county
payroll that aren’t needed? Not wanting
to see anyone out of a job, I would suggest
that these workers be put in departments
where they would be necessary.

Another of the top ten can be attrib-
uted to County Manager, George
Devaney. After the City of Summit is-
sued the report regarding their county
tax levy, I expressed my disappointment

Union County Government
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that Councilwoman P. Kelly Hatfield, as
an elected official and the authorized
representative of the governing body of
a UC municipality, had made repeated
calls to Devaney’s office for input only
to have her calls go unreturned. Devaney
responded that he did not wish to partici-
pate in a “witch hunt”.

How would he have known it was a
witch-hunt if he didn’t personally
speak with her? A couple of weeks
later he went on to say, in a written
statement appearing in a local paper,
that Summit did not include any pro-
fessional government input in the re-
port. I guess he disqualified himself in
that category.

The winner this week appeared in
the headline of a local newspaper. It
read, “Freeholders approve $6 million
for arts center purchase”. The article
spoke of the monetary contributions
made so far this year by the firms
awarded no bid contracts for work re-
lating to the UCAC. Mentioned, as
well, was the over $40,000 in contribu-
tions made by the Jingoli’s to the UC
Democratic Committee in recent years.

Chairman Angel Estrada, a Demo-
crat, explained that the county seeks
experts in their fields when awarding
contracts. The firms “are more than
capable of doing the job,” he said,
adding that he never looks at commit-
tee contributions.

I don’t know about you, but I find this
hard to believe. Doesn’t this man read
the newspapers? If he doesn’t look at
contributions, maybe he should.

Perhaps what is needed here is a
self-imposed threshold. “No bid pro-
fessional contracts” would not be
awarded on any project over a certain
dollar amount. The threshold would
depend on the type of project.

Please support us in our quest to
make Union County government make
sense. The team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson for Freeholder ask for your
support in November.

We welcome your inquiries. Please
visit our website at Unioncountygop.org
or call (908) 789-0200.
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The task for voters to become edu-
cated about county government is
monumental. There is a large portion
of voters who don’t know what the
county does, how it affects them or
what issues, in the election year, will
affect them. A staggering number of
people I meet while campaigning for
Union County Freeholder don’t know
what a freeholder is. My running mates
and I have focused our campaign on
bringing information about the county
to the public.

Political campaigning has degraded
to a point where personal attacks on an
opponent are the norm. Issues are rarely
the focal point. Even if the voters want
to know about the issues, they are hard
pressed to find any information. The
most exposure the public has to the
county is through recreation and en-
tertainment programs.

Incumbent freeholders enjoy noto-
riety from producing concerts in the
park and presenting laudatory resolu-
tions. Feel-good public relations ar-
ticles about incumbent freeholder can-
didates dominate the local press while
essential information about programs
and projects is nonexistent.

The system that is in place in Union
County government does not encour-
age public participation. Access to
public records is either denied or de-
layed and freeholders have refused to
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By Joe Renna, Candidate for UC Freeholder
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Union County’s Problems
Have Become Systematic

answer questions during public meet-
ings.

My running mates and I recognize
this and have been working at making
information available. We want to
break the barriers that make it difficult
for people to obtain public records.
We invite residents of Union County
to contact us if they want information
concerning an issue and we will do our
best to get the answers they deserve.

Everyone should be aware of the
effect the county has on their property
taxes. When the health and safety of a
community are compromised because
of a county program or project, the
opinion and concerns of the residents
affected should be listened to.

This is an indictment of how the
government operates. The problem has
been cultivated over ten years due to
the one party dominance of the free-
holder board. The entire board of nine
freeholders has been Democrats. The
design does not allow freeholders to
act individually. The county is in dire
need of a two party balance.

The Republican team of Joe Renna,
Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and
Bruce Paterson would like to open access
to Union County government. This could
happen with your support in November.
Taxpayers should not be ignored. Please
visit our website at Unioncountygop.org
or call (908) 789-0200.
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Future Speakers Take the
Floor at Toastmasters Mtg.

WESTFIELD – Public speaking is
a great art, which comes to some
people naturally, and for many people
after years of sustained efforts. It is an
ability, which must be introduced and
honed from early on in a person’s life.

Toastmasters of Westfield, an or-
ganization that provides a program
for development of public speaking
skills, organized one such event
specifically for children.

The format of a regular
Toastmaster’s meeting includes pre-
pared speeches, which for this
evening, were organized in the form
of story telling.

All the event roles, such as being
the Toastmaster for the evening, Table
Topics (impromptu speaking skills)
and the speeches themselves, were
performed by club members along
with their respective children. Chil-
dren helped read the opening
speeches, delivered prepared speeches
and answered questions ranging from,
“What is your favorite color and
why?” to what their favorite summer
activities is.

These activities gave the five to eight
year olds an opportunity to speak in front
of people they have never met before.

Toastmasters of Westfield conducts
these unique events from time to time
and also remains a great place to
develop and enhance one’s public
speaking skills.

Toastmasters of Westfield is part of
Toastmasters International, aimed to
enhance communication and leader-
ship skills through practice and pro-
gression of speeches. Toastmasters
International is the leading move-
ment devoted to making effective oral
communication a worldwide reality.

Through its member Clubs, Toast-
masters International helps men and
women learn the arts of speaking,
listening and thinking - vital skills
that promote self-actualization, en-
hance leadership, foster human un-
derstanding, and contribute to the
betterment of mankind.

Toastmasters of Westfield provides
a mutually supportive and positive
learning environment in which every
member has the opportunity to de-
velop communication and leadership
skills, which in turn foster self-confi-
dence and personal growth.

To learn more about Toastmasters
of Westfield membership, attend the
next meeting as a guest observer. 
For more information about Toast-
masters of Westfield membership,
or any of its programs, please con-
tact Debi Young, President, Toast-
masters of Westfield at (908) 789-
5247 or send an e-mail
toast@westfieldnj.com.

For more information about Toast-
masters International and the Commu-
nication and Leadership Program, visit
the website at www.toastmasters.org

TINY TOASTERS…Toastmasters of Westfield hosted “An Evening of
Storytelling” on July 22. Members’ children proudly showed off some of their
favorite stories.

Horace Corbin for The Leader/Times
HAMBERGER HEAVEN…Amy and Pat Connor of Westfield entertain friends
at their new home on Ross Place in the traditional barbecue style of the summer.

Osborn House to be
Open September 5

SCOTCH PLAINS – The circa 1760
Osborn Cannonball House Museum,
located at 1840 Front Street in Scotch
Plains, will be open to visitors on
Sunday, September 5, from 2 to 4 p.m.

A preview of period wedding
dresses can be seen as a display for
the upcoming Union County “Four
Centuries In A Weekend” which will
take place in October.

Costumed docents will be avail-
able to give tours of the house and
garden. There is no admission fee.
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