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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thrall – To enslave
2. Casse-tete – A bludgeon or club

having a stone fastened to a wooden handle
3. Innitency – A resting upon; pressure
4. Howm – A lowland by a waterside

DESIPIENT
1. Easy going; carefree
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. To lack sense; foolish
4. Apathetic; disinterested

URAEUS
1. The figure of the cobra on the head-

dress of ancient Egyptian rulers
2. The fiery cross which formally

formed the rallying symbol in the High-
lands

3. Pertaining to the dawn of time
4. An aura; halo

GECARCINIAN
1. Marine or sea-dwelling
2. A monstrosity or hideous creature
3. A stamp collector
4. Land crabs

AMYCTIC
1. Haughty; boastful
2. Abrasive; irritating
3. Vast; unending
4. Very sweet; tasty

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Westfielder Says Bring Back Former
New Jersey Governor Brendan Byrne

Organizations Restart in the Fall
And Offer Variety of Opportunity

We Invite all Candidates And
Elected Officials to Write to Us

One of the nice things about the fall is that local
clubs and organizations rev-up, get back into action
and implement their activities for the year. In our
view, these organizations are of great value to the
communities and to those that participate.

These are excellent organizations, and there is
great variety for the interests of most everyone and
for all ages. Some organizations exist to serve
others while others cater to serving the specific
interests of their members – each is fine and worth
looking into.

We have the Adult School, Power Squadron,
Astronomy Club, Stamp Club, Gardening, Women’s
clubs, table tennis, Toastmasters, Rotary, Lions,
Les Marmitons, Rahway Valley Singers, book clubs,
Historical Societies, Genealogy, railroad and model
railroad clubs, bands and choral arts, Jaycees, scouts
and cubs. There are Masons, Knights, Legions and
Vets – community players and symphony orchestra.

These are just a few that come to mind and
perhaps this list will spur your interest. As you
decide how to spend your personal time this year,
consider one of these organizations. It can broaden
and freshen one’s attitude, provide an introduction

to new acquaintances, sharpen one’s hobbies, serve
others – or be just fun.

Most organizations are regional and not fixed in
membership to any town, even though the organiza-
tion may bear the name of the town, such as the
Westfield Adult School. So, don’t let the name
bother you – if you’re interested, join in.

To those in these organizations, we look forward to
letting the public know what you’re doing. E-mail a
photo and a short story from time to time. Send it to
community@goleader.com. Include your contact
information as we’re sure there are those out there
that are curious – perhaps wanting to join.

I recall addressing the Old Guard meeting a few
years back and suggested they buy a digital camera
— and that they should e-mail notices of their
activities to the newspaper. They bulked good-
naturedly at the suggestion – saying they were too
old to learn all that computer stuff. Within a year,
they were e-mailing stories of their golf outings and
special programs. It was fun to receive a report from
them by e-mail with photographs as they cruised
down the Rhine while playing bridge. It’s certainly
not true that “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.”

As the campaign season starts in earnest now, The
Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood reaffirms a standing offer to all politicians
– “We will provide space and ink each week for you
to express your views to our readers.” This offer is
extended to all candidates seeking office and to
current elected officials of the region.

We commend those who take the time to write to
you in this forum. Conversely, it worries us if others
choose not to do so. If you’re not hearing from your
officials or candidates, write them and let them know
about it.

We’d also like to hear from our readers about the
issues you feel are important for the candidates and
elected officials to address. It will be helpful to the
candidates to know your top items of concern.

Please e-mail all items to editor@goleader.com.
Our intent is to get to the heart of the issues

important to you locally, while avoiding generic re-
leases, personal attacks on opponents, spin and “fluff.”
Our editors’ sole judgment shall apply, and submis-

sions may be rejected if criteria are deemed out-of-
policy. A submittal of about 400 words is recom-
mended. Alternately, a photograph with caption infor-
mation and a smaller write-up of about 150 words may
be submitted. Submissions must be received by Fri-
day evening of the week prior to publication.

On the last Thursday edition prior to the election,
no releases are accepted as the space is dedicated for
our editors to summarize the campaign, the candi-
dates and issues of the election.

Of course, paid political advertisements are wel-
come from all candidates for all editions. They will
be clearly denoted as such.

Several years ago in an editorial about campaign-
ing in New Jersey, we coined the term “silly season.”
It’s necessary to keep a sense of humor about politics
in New Jersey, but we know how important the job is
— of those serving in elected positions.

We appreciate the effort and good intentions of all
those serving and seeking to serve. Thank you and
good luck to all.

Letters to
the EditorHUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mother’s Criticism of Children
Leaves Dad Caught In the Middle

Aitoff Projection; Azimuthal;
(Modified Azimuthal Equidistant);
Neither Conformal or Equal-area;
David Aitoff; 1889
Interruptions by J. Paul Goode; Date unknown

WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?WHERE IN THE WORLD?

By Mary Alyce Torpy
For The Westfield Leader and The Times

New Jersey, USA

Editor’s Note: Mary Alyce has been
reporting on her solo adventures in
South America this summer. Her first
article was July 8.

Ah yes, it is great be back in the
good old USA. Cell phones, credit
cards, laptops, and leased vehicles.
Nice. I picked up a copy of USA
Today on the plane ride back from
Miami just in time for the McGreevy
headlines. I had to check to make sure
I wasn’t reading the Inquirer! I guess
I was out of the loop for a few months!

I just wanted to say that traveling
through South America this summer
was an incredible experience. Travel-
ing alone definitely had its perks as
well as it disadvantages. The best part
about being alone was never having
to make a plan; just waking up each
morning and deciding where I wanted
to go next.

I felt that it really put me more in
touch with the people and the actual
culture. On the down side, conversa-
tions between me, myself, and I be-
came quite mundane by the third
week. I even managed to get on my
own nerves after awhile. If it wasn’t
for Internet access, I don’t know if I
would have made it two months! I
also missed a lot of happy hour op-
portunities.

In all seriousness, the key to pull-
ing off the entire trip was in the guide-
books. Although there are a number
of guidebooks out there, I have al-
ways relied upon Let’s Go and Lonely
Planet. They provide the best of coun-

try descriptions, suggested itinerar-
ies, practical advice, lodging infor-
mation and maps. Incidentally, Let’s
Go USA is another great book which
covers every National Park and tour-
ist attraction in the US (excellent for
low budget travel too).

Many people asked me which coun-
try I loved the most. That’s a difficult
question since each one was com-
pletely unique. I think I would say
that Venezuela topped the list be-
cause it had both the breath taking
spectacular sites and the developed
tourism infrastructure.

But don’t waste your time on Isla
Margarita or Caracas; there are far
more interesting places to visit! In
general, I did not care too much for
the capital cities in South America.
Throughout turbulent history, many
people sought refuge in the larger
cities. Thus, they tend to be extremely
overpopulated and impoverished.

To really get a feel for the country
and experience the beauty, you have
to step outside the city. You can actu-
ally see a lot in seven to ten days if
you plan it out. All of the countries
also offer alternatives to tourism in
the forms of study, work, or volun-
teer. Merida, Venezuela had an excel-
lent language program for a fraction
of what it costs here in the US.

Well, now it’s back to reality. I
guess I have to start looking for a real
job – although, I keep wondering
what its like in Thailand and Cambo-
dia.

A Distraught Father Writes: I’m
frustrated with my wife, who spends
hours with me criticizing our two
children. She screams that “Beth”
(disguised name), our 27-year-old
daughter, who has been married for
three years, should have a child; “she
owes us a grandchild who will give us
enormous joy.”

She carries on that “Matt” (dis-
guised name), our 30-year-old son,
who is a successful novelist and trav-
els the world, should marry so that he
will not be lonely. She has even told
this to the children.

Beth says she does not want a child
now, and then my wife starts in about
her biological clock, which is ticking
away. Matt refuses to visit regularly
and keeps saying that he is very happy
with his lifestyle. Talking to my wife
changes nothing. My children feel so
miserable that they want me to visit
them alone. Any suggestions?

Answer: Since nothing works
which would enable your wife to see
how she alienates the children, I would
not “spend hours” listening to her
criticism. You do have other options:
1) Go into another room and read,
watch TV, listen to music or sports
and tell her not to intervene; 2) Visit
a friend; 3) Visit the children and tell
your wife things could and would get
better if she would stop judging oth-
ers. Keep the relationships going with
the children.

A Young Adult Writes: Please tell
your readers that parents, separating
or divorcing, is not necessarily bad.
Everybody thinks that a child is trau-
matized when parents part company.
I grew up for 18 years hearing noth-
ing but yelling and screaming; I lay
awake nights fearful that my dad
would hit my mom when he came
home drunk. When they finally told
me that they were splitting, I felt a
sadness, but truthfully, I was glad
because I wanted peace and a feeling
of safety (or security) which I lacked
during these battles.

I live with my mom now, commute
to a New York college, and see my
dad frequently. I am now more hope-
ful that things can work out and that
relationships can be positive experi-
ences.

Answer: Thank you for sharing
your experience. A hostile home en-

vironment, too frequently, provides
the basis for feelings of anxiety, fears
of emotional/physical intimacy and
poor self-images. This is why I rec-
ommend marital or relationship coun-
seling in these situations. If a healthy
resolution does not materialize, there
are options other than staying to-
gether, and you have eloquently stated
one of these!

A Devastated Mother Writes: My
husband and I are taking care of our
daughter (who became a widow un-
expectedly) and her two-year-old
daughter. Since “May” (disguised
name) has financial problems, she is
staying with us for a year and all is
well.

However, we recently received a
call from our other daughter who is
living with her boyfriend, who had
been incarcerated recently on drug
charges. She wants to have them stay
with us until her boyfriend finds a job.
This will go on forever. An added
problem is that they have a pit bull
and, although they reassure me he is
no threat, I am totally uncomfortable
with their being here.

At the risk of creating a problem, I
am ready to tell them to live some-
where else. My husband is more un-
certain re what to do. Are you?

Answer: There is a big difference
between having a widowed child live
with you, temporarily, and a child
with a boyfriend, who has been in
trouble, asking to move in until he
finds a job. Once in, it is more diffi-
cult to get someone out.

In addition, there is the issue of the
pit bull. Since you are not comfort-
able, and since there is a two-year-
old, I can appreciate, and support,
your prohibiting this daughter, her
boyfriend, and the pit bull from living
with you. Stay firm and set your
boundaries, no matter what the con-
sequences are. (Now if it were a cocker
spaniel...).

A Young Reader Writes: This is a
quick comment. After a year in
therapy, and learning a lot about my-
self, I find that my most effective
counseling is to relax every evening,
eat a healthy meal, and then have my
favorite dessert. And all is fine. My
motto: “Who needs therapy when you
have chocolate?”

Answer: Whatever your taste ...!

Unfortunately, Governor McGreevey’s
resignation will mar his otherwise splen-
did record of public service. I am ap-
palled, however, at recent demands that
the Governor vacate his post prior to
September 2. Governor McGreevey won
the 2001 election by over three hundred
thousand votes. He not only won the right
to remain in office; he did so in a land-
slide.

In his recent letter to The Westfield
Leader, Neil Sullivan suggested New Jer-
sey residents should elect a governor out
of retirement. Mr. Sullivan’s reasoning is
sound. The state will need a chief execu-
tive with experience and strength of char-
acter—a leader who has won respect from
Republicans and Democrats. Mr. Sullivan
suggested Tom Kean, Sr., but an even
better candidate exists.

As one of the best leaders in the history
of New Jersey, Brendan Byrne ranks with
Philip Carteret and Lewis Morris. Thirty
years ago, Governor Byrne faced opposi-
tion to champion the politically danger-
ous progressive income tax. He fought to
revitalize Atlantic City and the Meadow-

lands, and he signed legislation to pre-
serve New Jersey’s famous pinelands.
Throughout, he won respect from both
sides of the political aisle. He remains
constantly in the public eye and active
with various causes throughout the state.
Even at eighty, Mr. Byrne is more than up
to the rigors of administering the state, for
octogenarians often hold such office.
Consider the laudable work Frank
Lautenberg does in the United States’
Senate.

If New Jersey is forced to lose a tal-
ented politician like Jim McGreevey, only
the very best ought to succeed him.
Brendan Byrne will bring years of talent
and experience to the office as he unites
New Jersey residents in the wake of re-
cent divisions.

Kevin Johnson
Westfield

There is Still Work to be Done to Improve Parking in WF;
Other Alternatives to Garage Should be Looked at First

In response to the article in last week’s
Leader, “Increased Parking Enforcement
Generates Revenue for Westfield,” I
wanted to share a few thoughts. While I
appreciated Chief Tracy’s candor in stat-
ing that the Parking Department was being
“poorly managed” in the past and has
made improvements since creating the new
department last year, there is still much
work left to be done. In particular, the sale
of annual commuter permits has been slow
to increase. The mayor and council stated
in June 2004 that they would increase the
annual permits to 700. This was the calcu-
lated number needed to fill the numerous
empty spaces in the train station lot to a
greater capacity, thus decreasing the wait
list time. To date, the most current number
reached has been 665 according to Town
Administrator Jim Gildea.

In the article it was stated, “The over-
sell of permits can’t be done until you get
the violators out,” only then could the real
number of parkers be determined. The
slow release of these permits over the past

12 months continues to create the percep-
tion that there is more of a need for
parking than actually exists.

The original permit wait list, which was
the basis of the entire Redevelopment Plan,
was found to be fundamentally flawed and
in need of complete review. Alternative
parking solutions should have been imple-
mented at the same time. Once this is
completed, only then can the real determi-
nation of need be established.

Isn’t it ironic that the town now re-
quires downtown residents to purchase
an overnight parking permit at a cost of
$360 annually to park in the Baron’s lot,
yet they will not take any steps to require
downtown employees to park in the em-
ployee designated lot at Central and North
Ave., thus freeing up approximately 200
metered spots on the street for shoppers.
This again leads to the perception that
there is more of a need for parking than
actually exists. If this were implemented
first, it would provide immediate relief to
downtown shoppers.

It is hard to tell how much of a need
actually exists because so many opportu-
nities to assess the real and current needs
have been so poorly planned or executed.
Other alternatives should be utilized
FIRST. The mayor and council have been
slow to implement any suggested alterna-
tive solutions.

Chief Tracy’s comment about the cur-
rent perception of parking in town “is
coming from a few negative people,” was
also mentioned. These “few negative
people” numbered 1,419 through their
signatures on a petition opposing the Re-
development Plan. These signatures in-
formed the mayor and council about the
growing sentiment of the residents of
Westfield. Through the due diligence of
these “negative people” the previous Re-
development Plan was found to be inap-
propriate leading the mayor to state, “We
may have gotten ahead of ourselves” and
agreeing to a public referendum question.

These same “negative people” have
regularly attended town council meet-
ings, created a parking statistical model,
have developed a formal proposal of al-
ternative parking solutions and provided
the mayor and council with new signs for
parking lots to correct significant errors.

These same “negative people” should
be applauded for saving the taxpayers of
Westfield millions of dollars due to rev-
enue shortfalls of the previous parking
management plan. The parking depart-
ment has created this “negative percep-
tion” on their own through their use of
heavy handed tactics and ticketing blitzes.
Weekly letters to the editor relating oth-
ers parking stories are evidence of this.

When you go to vote on Tuesday, No-
vember 2, ask yourself, is a net gain of
250 parking spaces worth 10 million dol-
lars, at the potential ultimate expense of
the taxpayer?

Sharon Stockwell
Westfielders Concerned about

Responsible Development
(WE CARE)

www.westfieldredevelopment.com
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Wake Up Call Needed
At WF Building Dept.
It is so sad to deal with the government

offices in Westfield these days. The em-
ployees are arrogant, rude and not a bit
helpful; have they lost sight of the fact that
they work for the taxpayers of Westfield,
not the other way around. Or how about
just treating a person with courtesy.

Let me give you a couple of examples:
After looking at a pot-o-john placed right
in the middle of a yard where a developer
is refurbishing a house across the street
from my residence for a month now, I call
the board of health - they tell me they are
short handed and I should call the police or
fire department; I then call the building
department and - they will try and get
someone over to see; I call the police
department and well - nothing they can do.

The same house - no dumpster - and
building materials and garbage are all over
the driveway (three weeks now). Well, lets
call the building department. Ok, now I
speak with an engineer who is rude, won’t
let you get a word in and proceeds to
defend the developer (of course, this guy
doesn’t have to look at this mess). And, his
reasoning is it’s ok because it’s going to
improve the neighborhood. (Hello, has
anyone noticed the “mc-mansions” that do
not fit into our neighborhoods).

Has our building department ever thought
of going around to these work sites on a
regular basis and actually checking that
dumpsters are not overflowing (or that they
do have a dumpster), pot-o-johns are pushed
back in the yards and not by a neighbors
property. With these refurbs, many owners
do not even live in the house; what do they
care what the property looks like.

Building department, please wake up.

Janice Honymar
Westfield

Peyton Returns to
Leader/Times Staff

Editor’s Note: Paul Peyton, former Man-
aging Editor of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times has
returned to the staff as a freelance writer.

Paul left The Leader and The Times in
December of 2001 after seven and a half
years to work for State Senator Richard
Bagger, who has since resigned.

Paul will be covering the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, along with
other assignments.

Welcome back Paul!

Let the Editor know
what’s on your mind:
editor@goleader.com

FW Resident Shocked
By Language in Blotter

I was shocked by the Scotch Plains
Police Blotter squib in the edition dated
Thursday, August 26. “A Fawnridge Drive
resident called and reported that she was
receiving harassing telephone calls. The
caller asked to speak with the victim’s son,
stating he has a [censored] for him.”

Do you have any idea what a [censored]
is? Is it really possible that the person respon-
sible for writing this column is that naive? I
can only imagine what is next. While I think
it might be a little strong to suggest that the
person responsible for writing this column
read the book “Naked Lunch” by William S.
Burroughs, to gain an understanding of “[cen-
sored],” I would like to at least inform you
that a [censored] has nothing whatsoever to
do with automobiles. You also may want to
start reviewing future police blotters before
they go to print. This was something I never
expected to read out of this newspaper.

Anna Meade
Fanwood


