
OUR 115th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 09-115 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, October 28, 2004USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Westfield
Polling Locations

First Ward:
Districts 1 and 2:

Roosevelt Intermediate School
Gym, 302 Clark Street.

Districts 3, 5 and 7:
Franklin Elementary School

Auditorium, 700 Prospect Street.
Districts 4 and 6:

Westfield Memorial Library,
Program Room, 550 East Broad

Street.
Second Ward:

District 1:
Union County Annex, 300

North Avenue.
District 2, 3 and 6:

Washington Elementary School
Auditorium, 900 St. Marks

Avenue.
District 4 and 5:

Wilson Elementary School
Auditorium, 301 Linden Avenue.

Third Ward:
District 1:

Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street.

Districts 2, 3 and 4:
Edison Intermediate School
Gym, 800 Rahway Avenue.

Districts 5, 6 and 7:
Jefferson Elementary School
Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard.

Fourth Ward:
Districts 1 and 2:

McKinley Elementary School
Auditorium, 500 First Avenue.

Districts 3 and 4: Westfield
High School lobby, 550 Dorian

Road.
District 5:

Jefferson Elementary School
Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard.

Mountainside
Polling Places:

District 1 and 6:
Municipal Building, Court

Room, 1385 Route 22.
District 2, 7 and 8:

Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church, 300 Central

Avenue.
District 3, 4 and 5:

Presbyterian Church, Assembly
Room, Deerpath and Meeting

House Lane.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Road Closures
Reported in WF

WESTFIELD – Sections of
North and South Avenues and
East Broad Street will be closed
on Wednesday, November 3,
through Friday, November 5,
weather permitting.

Beginning at 9 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 3,  until 6
a.m. on November 4, the roads
will be closed for milling pur-
poses. At no time will all of the
roads be shut down. North Av-
enue will be closed from Pros-
pect Street to Clark Street, East
Broad Street will be closed from
Prospect Street to the Plaza and
South Avenue will be closed from
West Broad Street (through the
circle) to Westfield Avenue.

Between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. on
November 4 and 5 there will be
lane closing and alternate traffic.
The majority of the work will
occur after rush hour.

Motorists are asked to use al-
ternate routes and are advised to
expect heavy traffic delays on
Central Avenue, Tuttle Parkway,
East Broad Street and Elm Street
because of the road closures.

For more information contact
the Westfield Police Department
at (908) 789-6065, the Westfield
Engineering Department at (908)
789-4100 or the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation at
(908) 301-0300.

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, October 31, 2 a.m.

Freeholders to Consider Banning
Smoking in All County Parks
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Freeholder
Board is considering a proposal to
ban smoking in county parks. The
concept was brought before the board
by representatives of Prevention
Links, a non-profit organization based
in Clark that educates the public on
the dangers of substance abuse in-
cluding narcotics as well as alcohol
and tobacco products.

Two seniors from Mother Seton
Regional High School in Clark, part
of Prevention Links Rebel Kids pro-
gram, spent an hour recently cleaning
up cigarette butts from a county park.
They filled a jar with cigarette buts
they collected in just a half hour in
Warinanco Park.

Karen Blumenfeld, representing
New Jersey Group Against Smoking
Pollution (NJGASP), said Bergen

County has passed an ordinance ban-
ning smoking in its county parks.
Locally, Westfield now offers a
smoke-free environment at its mu-
nicipal pool. She said the recent Red
Ribbon day program to promote a
substance free society, held in
Nomahegan Park in Cranford, was a
smoke-free event.

One of the high school students,
Kelly Alt of Rahway, said the Rebel
Kids’ anti-tobacco movement “en-
courages teenagers to say no to smok-
ing.”

High school student Tanya Gauthier
of Roselle said the program opposes
big tobacco companies marketing
efforts aimed at teenagers. She said
that the many toxins in cigarettes
harm everyone and therefore should
not be permitted in parks.

Board member Chester Holmes of
Rahway said he would sponsor a reso-
lution supporting the efforts by Pre-
vention Links. He added that he is

working on an effort to ban smoking
in bowling alleys due to the number
of children that are present in those
facilities.

Board member Deborah Scanlon
of Union, chairwoman of the board’s
policy committee, said she would
place the issue of banning smoking in
county parks on her committee’s next
meeting scheduled for Thursday,
November 4.

Board Chairman Angel Estrada said
that the board needs to take up a
dialogue on the issue before any ac-
tion on smoke-free parks can be
brought for action before the board.

“We are concerned how the rest of
the county feels about this,” said Free-
holder Estrada.

Lorraine Kowalski of Prevention
Links told the board that in 1966, 62
percent of New Jerseyans were smok-
ers. Today that number has declined
to 20 percent. Therefore she believes

Freeholder Candidates Face Off on Issues
During an Intense Debate in Cranford
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Three Democrat incumbents and
their Republican challengers running
for county freeholder battled it out
last week during a forum in Cranford
sponsored by the League of Women
Voters.

The debate was intense at times,
with hecklers supporting one Repub-
lican candidate shouting down a
Democrat incumbent.

This year, Democrats Daniel
Sullivan of Elizabeth and Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, both incum-
bents, and Adrian Mapp of Plainfield,
are being challenged by Republicans
Bruce Paterson and Patricia
Quattrocchia, both of Garwood; Frank
Arena of Westfield and Joe Renna of
Cranford. Mr. Paterson is running for
the one year left on the term of Nicho-
las Scutari, who resigned following
his election to the State Senate last
year.

Democrat John Wohlrab, who was
appointed by the Union County
Democratic Committee to replace Mr.
Scutari, recently resigned following
his arrest on a domestic violence
charge. Mr. Wohlrab’s name will re-
main on the ballot, although he has
been replaced on the board by Nancy
Ward of Linden. Ms. Ward will fill
out the one year remaining for the
seat if Mr. Wohlrab wins.

The hottest exchange during the
forum came after Mr. Renna, a former
county employee, said the county has
hired inexperienced staff starting with
County Manager George Devanney,
who he labeled as “incompetent.”

“The county manager is incompe-
tent; he is responsible for the county

budget. He has no experience. The
Democrats gave him a job to run a
county government,” charged Mr.
Renna, noting the budget is now $366
million, with over 3,000 employees, a
payroll which accounts for one-third
of the county budget.

“Unfortunately, we have seen the
angry Joe Renna tonight,” responded
Freeholder Sullivan. “I guess every-
one is incompetent at the county and
I guess everyone doesn’t know how to
do their jobs. But I guess I would get
angry, too, if I got fired.”

Freeholder Sullivan said Mr. Renna
should explain to the audience that he
was fired for not showing up to work.
That drew an angry response from
some audience members who shouted
“liar” at Mr. Sullivan, prompting the
placement of a police officer to si-
lence the crowd.

Mr. Renna, who ran his own graphic
design business before selling it and
taking a job with the county, claimed
he ran for freeholder last year as an
independent and was later fired by the
county. He said an administrative law
judge later ruled in his favor.

During the forum, Republican free-
holder candidates charged that Demo-
crats are running up county debt and
property taxes, while Democrats shot
back that the GOP slate has no new
ideas and lacks budgetary experience.

Mr. Paterson said he realized at the
end of the 1990s that “county govern-
ment was looking like it was out of
control.”

“It became clear that self-dealing,
self-serve characters had high-jacked
the Democrat line and took over
county government,” charged Mr.
Paterson. “This government is like a
big jigsaw puzzle, except that upon
closer inspection, none of the pieces
fit.”

Mr. Renna said the county has a
“budget crisis” which has resulted in
a 40 percent hike in property taxes
over the past four years — twice the
pace of municipal tax increases. Es-
sential services are being cut, he ar-
gued, with the bulk of county spend-
ing going to “waste, patronage and
no-bid contracts.”

Freeholder Sullivan, who is em-
ployed with the Motor Vehicle Ser-
vices Commission in Trenton, where
he has worked to rebuild the DMV,
pointed to the Democrats’ record of
preserving over 127 acres of open

space; rebuilding the county parks
system, including construction of the
state’s first handicapped accessible
park for children, a dog park and
additional playgrounds; providing
better training to emergency services
personnel and keeping Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital, which now turns a
profit, open after previous Republi-
can candidates vowed to either pri-
oritize or close the Berkeley Heights
facility.

Freeholder Sullivan said Democrats

have provided free college education
for over 8,500 seniors and 500 full
scholarships to county residents at-
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Tension Mounts at Council’s
Last Mtg. Before Deck Vote

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The last Westfield Town Council
meeting before the public votes on
the $10 million parking garage next
Tuesday began with a speech from
Mayor Gregory McDermott in an ef-
fort to quell rumors he had sent Town
Administrator James Gildea away and
then “hijacked” TV36.

He explained that Mr. Gildea had
gone on a pre-scheduled family vaca-
tion. The mayor went on to say he has
been taping episodes of his “Home-
town” show for three years, and that
recently he did a show with Parking
Consultant Tim Tracy.

According to the mayor, the show
is not an “advocacy piece” and he
feels the information needs to get to

the public on the upcoming referen-
dum. Mayor McDermott said he never
knew “of any show being edited or
reviewed by TV36.”

A few residents criticized the
mayor’s actions for airing the pro-
gram, citing the TV36 policy that no
political shows, including “Home-
town,” would be aired 90 days prior
to the election. They also criticized
the mayor for not presenting multiple
sides of the project in either the tele-
vision show or a town-wide mailing
that will go out before the election.

Resident Allen Solomon also said
he had spoken to Mr. Gildea before he
went on vacation, and was told the
show would not air without the con-
sent of the TV36 Committee.

First Ward Councilman Sal

Caruana, the liaison to the TV36 Ad-
visory Board, read a letter from board
member Eileen O’Donnell, who could
not attend the meeting.

She wrote, “In the past months,
we’ve been inundated with parking
hearings, Parking 101 and associated
presentations on the issue. Regard-
less of anyone’s opinion on the sub-
ject, between the station and other
local media, the mayor has had ample
opportunity to promote his agenda on
what has been called the Parking
Channel…while promoted as infor-
mational and non-partisan, it is im-
possible for anyone in this town to
believe that programming directed
by the mayor is not advocating a
position on these decks.”

Regarding the decision to air the
program, Ms. O’Donnell said it “is
disingenuous of the mayor to expect
us to continue setting policy for the
station, if we know we may be over-
ruled by politically based decisions. I
ask that the town council move to
direct the Director of Operations to
cease all programming related to park-
ing meetings immediately.”

While the council did not make a
motion or take a vote on the issue,
Third Ward Councilmen Mark
Ciarrocca and Andrew Skibitsky de-
fended the mayor, saying that resi-
dents have complained about not
enough information being available
to them. They added the program
provides them with information.

Several members of WECARE
(Westfielders Concerned About Re-
sponsible Development) spoke to the
council, saying that they would be
voting against the garage. They cited
traffic, safety, financial and environ-
mental concerns with the project.

In response to residents’ comments
on the proposed parking garage, Sec-
ond Ward Councilman Rafael

Odor Becomes Nuisance
For Mountainside BOE

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Upon opening the meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) on Tuesday night, Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi announced that past
Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller suffered a heart at-
tack over the past weekend. He un-
derwent bi-pass surgery and is recu-
perating in an area hospital.

Anyone wishing to send well
wishes is encouraged to send cards to
the board offices located at
Beechwood School and they will for-
ward them on to Dr. Schaller.

Mr. Goggi also stated that the “ef-
forts to ameliorate” the odors at
Beechwood are ongoing. The board
is investigating consulting and envi-
ronmental testing companies in order
to find the firm that best fits the need
and has the most experience and ex-
pertise in the area of odor detection
and elimination. The five firms the
board has requested resumes from
are PMK Consulting, Home Health

Services, Birdsall Engineering,
Enviro Techniques and Insurance
Restoration.

Last week the board met with Tanya
Moon of the Westfield Regional
Health Department and Arnold
Schmidt from the Union County Di-
vision of Emergency Management to
do a walk through of the building,
including the four classrooms and
roof. They inspected the HVAC unit,
which had been recently serviced and
changed as well as the ductwork and
areas where the wet insulation had
been removed.

According to board member John
Perrin the results of the meeting indi-
cated “they (Moon and Schmidt) did
not think there was any reason to take
the kids out of the classroom.” How-
ever, they did recommend interim
testing of the four classrooms and
lower corridor calling the smell a
“nuisance odor.”

Home Health Services retested the
areas for bacteria and the results are
expected in seven to 10 days.

Mr. Perrin confirmed that Paul Otto,
of Paul Otto Construction Company,
had recently been in the building to
investigate the odor. He drilled holes
in the walls and ceilings to determine
the presence of moisture. “It was dry,”
Mr. Perrin stated.

“We realized that the building runs
on two modes, occupied and unoccu-
pied,” he continued. “On occupied
mode, air is delivered into the build-

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

THE TRAIN STOPS HERE...Senator Tom Kean, Jr., left, joined Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick, right, at a rally in Springfield on October 24 to stop the train
running through their neighborhoods.

Benjamin B.  Corbin for The Westfield Leader

SPOOKTACULAR DISPLAY...This Westfield Avenue home is bedecked in
cobwebs, mums, pumpkins and other decorative treats to celebrate Halloween.

The special referendum sec-
tion includes eight pages of in-
formation on the referendum,
garage finances, traffic and envi-
ronmental studies.

The referendum question itself
is on Page R1. It includes the
wording “the levy of ad valorum
taxes.” This means that the full
taxation power of the town on all
assessable property in Westfield
must be used to support the re-
payment of the bond, if required.

Statements on the referendum
by the mayor and all eight mem-
bers of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil can be found on Page 2.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
HERE COME THE JUDGE…Westfield resident Doug Fascialle, left, won the New
Jersey State Senate’s support this week to become the next Union County Superior
Court Judge. Mr. Fascialle will be sworn in on Friday, November 5, in Elizabeth.
Pictured with Mr. Fascialle is Westfield Leader Publisher Horace Corbin.
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Increased Property Tax Likelihood

VOTE
NO!

Westfield Referendum - Public Question #1
Get the real facts in detail on Page 3 of the Special Referendum Section of this edition of

The Westfield Leader or on the Internet at www.goleader.com

Paid for by WECARE (Westfielders Concerned About Responsible Development)  P.O. BOX 57, Westfield, New Jersey 07090. www.westfieldredevelopment.com

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12
A Wells Street resident reported an

incident of criminal mischief, in which
an unknown person struck the home
with eggs.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14
A pocketbook was recovered in the

200 block of Orchard Street after hav-
ing been taken five days earlier from
inside an unlocked motor vehicle. The
owner of the pocketbook, a Westfield
resident, stated that $80 in cash was
missing from the pocketbook when it
was found.

An attempted burglary occurred at a
residence in the 800 block of Boule-
vard, during which one or more un-
known individuals broke the rear glass
door of the house. Entry was not gained
and nothing was reported taken.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15
A teacher at a Lambertsmill Road

school reported the theft of a check-
book from a classroom. It had not
been recovered as of press time.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
Timothy Kaufmann, 31, of Westfield

was arrested at Central Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He also was taken into custody on
outstanding contempt of court warrants
from Ridgewood and Bridgewater, to-
taling $690, which he posted. Kaufmann
was released to a responsible adult on
the Westfield charge.

Elizabeth K. Bukuvalas, 29, of
Roselle Park was arrested at Central
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. She was subsequently re-
leased to a responsible adult.

The owner of a building on East
Broad Street reported that someone
entered a vacated business there and
removed a chair from the premises.
There was no sign of forced entry.

Harsha Anjaria, 69, of Fanwood was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
$148 worth of merchandise from a
North Avenue store. She was released
on her own recognizance.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18
Ronald Naschak, 58, of Bayonne

was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated at North Avenue and
East Broad Street. He was later re-
leased to a responsible adult.

It was reported that someone broke a
window in the front door of a gas station
on Central Avenue. Police said entry
was not gained.

Someone smashed the glass side door
of a business on Central Avenue and
removed $500 in cash from the register.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20
Thomas J. Dunn, 41, of Fords was

arrested at Westfield police headquar-
ters and charged with theft by decep-
tion. He is alleged to have accepted
$2,000 from a Westfield resident to
install seven windows on her home and
then failing to perform the work.

Dunn, who was also wanted on a
contempt of court warrant from
Woodbridge for $5,000, was turned
over to the Middlesex County Sheriff’s
Office on an additional, no-bail con-
tempt-of-court warrant.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22
Danny Robinson, 38, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with crimi-
nal attempt for allegedly trying to steal
a bicycle from the north side Westfield
train station. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
Unknown persons shattered a small

glass window on the side of a Stanmore
Place residence. It is believed a small
plastic juice container was used to break
the window.

William Vandenschoten, 32, of
Cranford was arrested on Woodland
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was later released to a
responsible party.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DADS AND PALS…The Westfield Booster Club held their big fall fundraiser in
downtown Westfield this weekend with the booster button sales at 15 locations
and involving scores of volunteer high school athletes.  The dads supplied coffee
and bagels at the event headquarters at the northside train station. Pictured
above, from left to right, are: Tom Bonard, Mike Venuzia, Vince Wilt, Tom
Cofone, Tom Tresnan, Mike Toth and Joe Hennessey.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Parks

tending Union County College. They
also connected schools to the Internet,
placing computers in over 1,000 class-
rooms throughout the county. In ad-
dition, he pointed to a 13 percent
reduction in the overall crime rate
under Democratic leadership.

He said that, under Democratic
leadership, over $4 billion has been
spent on economic development in
Union County.

Mr. Arena, a sales executive for an
information technology company,
described county government as “an
invisible layer of government.” He
favors dividing the county into three
freeholder districts to gain two-party
representation on the board.

Mrs. Quattrocchia, a researcher for
an executive search firm and a former
Garwood councilwoman, said the
Republicans also pledge to lower
property taxes, cut wasteful county
spending, open up government
records, keep Union County business
in the county, and clean up the
county’s parks.

“Don’t be fooled by what our
opponents have to say when they
talk about accomplishments. Bear
in mind, there is only one person
sitting up here who has more than
three weeks on this freeholder
board,” she said.

Mr. Mapp, a Plainfield city coun-
cilman and Certified Public Accoun-
tant employed in strategic planning
for Bristol-Myers Squibb, said he
wants to pass on educational oppor-
tunities to other county residents.

The candidate also vowed to work
to reduce traffic congestion on Route
22.

Freeholder Kowalski, a freelance
writer and editor who joined the board
in September, replacing Mary Ruotolo
of Westfield, who resigned, said the
Democrats have extended health care
and educational opportunities to resi-
dents.

On the issue of property taxes, Free-
holder Kowalski responded that the
county has witnessed a reduction in
funding from federal and state gov-
ernments. She said the county and
towns “have to pick up the slack” and
raise taxes in order to continue to
provide services residents “have come
to expect.”

Mr. Mapp said he supports a con-
stitutional convention for state gov-
ernment to reduce property taxes.

According to Mr. Arena, county
residents do not realize how much
of their tax bill goes to county gov-
ernment. “It goes unchecked,” he
said.

Mr. Paterson said fees and grants
have flattened out since 2000, so the
freeholders “are up against the wall
right now trying to figure out how to
get more fees and grants,” which he
called “one-time” revenue enhanc-
ers.

Freeholder Sullivan said from 1997
to 2000, the Democrat-led board ei-
ther cut or approved budgets with flat
tax levies.

Mr. Paterson emphasized that one
reason taxes were lower was because
the state under Governor Christine Todd
Whitman took over the courts, which
saved Union County $17 million.

Mrs. Quattrocchia said despite a
hiring freeze, the county added 250
additional employees to the county
payroll. She said some workers were
offered packages to retire, only to be
brought back later as consultants at
higher salaries.

Mr. Renna noted that over the
past three years, the number of
county employees earning over
$100,000 increased from 24 to 64;
those earning above $90,000 rose
from 42 to 107, and employees
making over $80,000 went from 104
to 222.

In terms of open space, Freeholder
Sullivan said Union County is the
second smallest county in terms of
size in New Jersey. He remarked
that preserving open space is a ma-
jor priority for the Democrats.

Mr. Mapp said that preserving open
space “puts the brakes on urban and

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholder Candidates Face
Off On Issues During Debate

suburban sprawl.”
Mr. Renna said the county achieved

its goal of preserving 100 acres of
open space, yet has 10 years left on
the life of the open space fund. He
said a number of the funds are being
used to renovate buildings and build
on green space.

“It is not what the voters voted for,”
said Mr. Renna. He stated the fund
“could be put to sleep and when we
need it again we could wake it up.”

Mr. Paterson favors direct grants to
towns for open space and recreational
purposes, as opposed to matching
funds, which he described as “double
taxation.”

On the question of homeland secu-
rity, Mr. Renna said security should
be a top county priority. Instead, he
said, the county spent $1.8 million
for an atrium for the county’s admin-
istration building.

Mrs. Quattrocchia said money
should be redistributed from areas
such as the summer concert series to
support security initiatives.

According to Freeholder Sullivan,
the Democrats “fought for $2 million
from Washington for our first respond-
ers.” He blamed President Bush and
the Republican-led Congress for fail-
ing to provide additional funds to
New Jersey.

Mr. Sullivan added that the current
board supports Senator Jon Corzine’s
chemical security legislation, which
will provide funds to protect chemi-
cal and oil plants operating in the
county.

Mr. Paterson, a licensed plumber
and project engineer, said the cost
estimates on county construction
projects are significantly higher than
they should be due to contracts being
given out to firms that contribute to
the Democrats, a system known as
“pay to play.” As an example, he said
the initial cost estimate on the new
juvenile detention center being built
in Linden was $40 million. He said
that project should not exceed $15 to
$20 million.

On the issue of prescription drugs,
Mr. Renna said the county discount
program is a “farce” because it sim-
ply pays a company to administer
the program to offer 30 to 40 per-
cent off on prescriptions, while
charging seniors a fee for the ser-
vice at a profit.

Freeholder Sullivan said the pro-
gram is voluntary, but he blamed
President Bush for not supporting a
proposal enabling Americans to pur-
chase drugs from Canada at signifi-
cantly lower costs.

Mr. Mapp called it “appalling” that
there are over 45 million Americans
without health coverage. He said that
number is up two million over the
past two years.

On the arts, Mr. Paterson said he
finds fault with the $350 per hour cost
of running the arts program for
homebound persons.

Freeholder Sullivan said Mr. Pater-
son is “so out of touch” with those
county residents who look forward to
this program.

Freeholder Kowalski said preser-
vation of open space and historic sites,
such as the Union County Arts Cen-
ter, “strengthen our communities and
are good for the local economy.”

Mr. Renna said the county will spend
$20 million to renovate the arts center,
money which he said “does not educate
kids, or train kids, or seek out talent and
have kids perform their craft.”

Also running for freeholder is in-
dependent Alexander Savin. He said
his main reason for running is to help
the elderly and disadvantaged. He
vowed not to accept a salary if elected.
He also said he would work to lower
property taxes while driving up prop-
erty values.

Republicans Peter Lijoi of Summit
and Michael Panagos of Westfield,
candidates for sheriff and surrogate,
respectively, did not attend the fo-
rum. They will face Ralph Froehlich,
the longest-serving sheriff in county
history, and first-term surrogate James
LaCorte, respectively.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
IT COULD BE A SHOCK…Fire and Police Departments from around the county
came to the Westfield Fire House Station two for a safety demonstration on the
new Ford Escape Hybrid. In the demonstration the emergency response person-
nel learned the procedures to deal with the high voltage electrical system, which
is in place because of the electrical motor and battery pack. The power to the
motor comes from the battery pack that contains 300 volts. The car contains many
safety devices to keep occupants and Emergency response workers safe in case of
accidents, but the additional information learned in the demonstration are
additional safe guards for emergency response workers.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TOP COP...Former New York City Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik spoke
at the Union County Republican Rally on behalf of President George W. Bush in
Scotch Plains on Monday night at the Italian American Hall.

Betancourt said Westfield is becom-
ing more congested with time, and
that parking capacity needs to be
increased.

He said that “even if it’s only 244
spaces, (the town) needs to do some-
thing now.” Mr. Betancourt added
that if something is not done, there is
a “risk all of the progress made in
downtown is going to be put in jeop-
ardy.”

Business owner Richard Fromkin
stated that any tax increase would
not be “major.” He said even if the
project fails by 20 percent, it would
only mean a $20 increase in taxes for
those paying $10,000 now. He said
that the plan costs users money.

Resident Jim Boyes countered that
the garage plan was presented as
being self-supporting, but it’s not.
He also charged that the town pre-
pared the plans without listening to
its own consultants concerning traf-
fic and environmental implications.

Thirty-seven-year resident May
Furstner said she has seen adminis-
trations come and go, and “like so
many councils before you…you have
bet on the wrong horse.”

She told the governing body she
opposes the garage and said, “there’s
nothing wrong with admitting you
might have made an error in judg-
ment,” adding officials might even
be better off for the admission.

In other parking business, David
Martone, Vice Chairman of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), said he wished to clarify a
headline printed in The Westfield
Leader last week, stating “DWC
Gavels Councilman; Nixes Deck
Contribution.”

At the DWC board meeting last
week, First Ward Councilman and
Finance Committee Chairman Peter
Echausse asked the DWC to commit
to the $50,000 contribution to the
parking garage. The DWC did not
agree to the contribution and issued
a statement.

Mr. Martone reread a portion of
the statement that was presented at
that meeting, which said the DWC is
ready to help the town and that it
feels the parking deck financial
model is viable. The statement also
said the DWC does not believe the
town would tax anyone just to keep
money in surplus.

Both Councilmen Echausse and
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Tension Mounts at Council’s
Last Mtg. Before Deck Vote

Ciarrocca expressed their disappoint-
ment that the DWC has not commit-
ted the money.

Councilman Echausse said that
while no one wants to raise taxes, the
reason the town has a good credit
rating is because it has a fund bal-
ance. He said he came to the DWC to
have a conversation, but all he got
was a “vague and nebulous” state-
ment.

He said that in an effort to be fair
and honest, the DWC has a surplus
of over $200,000. He credited Mr.
Fromkin for saying that he person-
ally did not feel that $50,000 was
unfair.

ing. On unoccupied, the air is basi-
cally recycled. We are now running
on occupied mode all the time so that
there is a continuous stream of fresh
air being circulated into the build-
ing.”

The board is following up with the
Musial Group and Mr. Otto, who
headed up the construction project, to
determine if barriers were installed
between the concrete and the floor on
the bump outs. “We hope to get an-
swers to that soon,” Mr. Perrin said.

Mr. Perrin also stated “the district
has noticed a significant difference in
the odor after cleaning the (HVAC)
coils.” It was also determined that the
interior coils of the unit could possi-
bly not be getting cleaned due to the
design of the equipment and the clean-
ing technique being used. “It is being
looked into and we will find out,” he
concluded.

Parents questioned the board on the
contingency plan to move the children
out of the classrooms with Mr. Rusak
responding, “We are reluctant to do
that. It will have an educational im-
pact, not only on the first and second
graders, but the third through eighth
graders as well. But we will do that if
it is deemed necessary.”

Mountainside resident and parent
Gary Whyte responded saying,
“People recommend there is no need
to relocate the students because it is a
‘nuisance odor.’ I don’t think, as par-
ents, we can settle for a nuisance
odor.”

“We are not settling,” Mr. Goggi
replied. “The testing we have done
indicates a safe environment.”

In other news, Interim Chief School
Administrator Walter Rusak thanked
the PTA for “putting up red ribbons
and promoting a drug free environ-
ment” in recognition of Drug Aware-
ness Week.
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Odor Becomes Nuisance
For Mountainside BOE

Mr. Rusak also announced that
Deerfield Principal Robert Burkhardt
would be joining the district in early
November. He also encouraged par-
ents to check the school calendar
because there are “quite a few school
closings in November.”

The Halloween Parade will take
place tomorrow starting at 1 p.m. at
Deerfield School and continuing at
Beechwood School at the conclusion
of the Deerfield parade. The
Beechwood parade will take place on
the softball field behind the school.

Mr. Rusak announced that The King
and I would be presented in the month
of November. He also stated that up-
coming community service projects
would include a turkey drive, Hal-
loween candy drive and a coat drive.
Halloween candy can be brought to
the school and it will be delivered to
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, where
it will be distributed.

At the public participation portion
of the meeting, a parent addressed
the board regarding his concerns
about the Vogel Bus Company’s
double route to Governor Livingston
High School.

“I am concerned that the bus is in a
time restraint and is breaking the
speed limit. I have personally ob-
served this by following the bus,” he
said.

“Usually the run is late because
they started late,” Mr. Goggi re-
sponded. “It does not mean if you
fall behind you make it up by speed-
ing.” The board, in conjunction
with Vogel Bus Company, is trying
to come up with solutions to the
problem with Mr. Goggi stating,
“Speeding is not an acceptable
one.”

The next regularly scheduled meet-
ing of the BOE will be Tuesday, No-
vember 9, at 8 p.m.

most of county residents would likely
support such a ban.

In response to questions on current
laws on the books, Ms. Blumenfeld
said there is no state statute in New
Jersey currently to ban smoking out-
doors. She said research has shown a
person with a heart condition who is
directly exposed to outdoor smoke
for a half hour significantly increases
their risk of a heat attack or stroke.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr. of
Plainfield, a smoker, said although
the board “needs to do our home-
work,” the smoking ban makes sense
to him.

In other business, Nancy Ward of
Linden was sworn in as the newest
freeholder. She replaces John
Wohlrab who resigned following his
arrest for domestic violence. Ms.
Ward is an attorney specializing in
personal injury and workers com-
pensation cases. She volunteers with
the Emerald Isle Immigration Center
where she counsels new immigrants
applying for visas. She also offered
legal assistance to families who lost
relatives on September 11, 2001.

Mr. Wohlrab will remain on elec-
tion ballots. If he wins, Ms. Ward will
complete the year remaining on his
term.

The board will vote at its meeting
tonight on a resolution establishing a
$30,000 fund to pay for burials of
indigent, unidentified or unclaimed
deceased persons in the county. Frank
Guzzo, Director of the Department
of Human Services, said the state
now mandates counties to pay for
such services. In the past the towns
were required to pay for these ser-
vices.

The board will also take action to
accept a $157,000 federal grant to be
used to purchase DNA analysis equip-
ment for the Union County’s crime
laboratory being constructed in the
new county police headquarters in
Westfield.
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By Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott

The Mayor's Column

On November 2, I will be voting
“yes” on the question of whether
Westfield should construct a parking
deck between Prospect and Elm Streets.
I believe that the proposed parking deck
is an element of a well-developed and
fiscally-responsible comprehensive
plan that will alleviate a long-standing
chronic problem and complement our
downtown. If you believe that after
years of talk and studies it is finally
time to add more parking capacity to
downtown Westfield, I urge you to join
me in this vote and support a pro-active
approach to the future of our town.

The downtown is part of the social
fabric of Westfield. A vibrant down-
town increases everyone’s property
values. Ask yourself, what is one of the
most attractive features of Westfield?
Why did you choose to reside in
Westfield? For many, the quality of our
downtown is a leading factor. Main-
taining this quality requires a commit-
ment by residents to provide the infra-
structure necessary to sustain it.

Residents should not be influenced by
the argument of some that the proposed
deck will benefit only downtown property
owners and merchants. Sure they may be
the direct beneficiaries if increased park-
ing capacity enhances business, but good
business for our merchants is good news
for all of us. Profitability encourages rein-
vestment and property improvements,
which, in turn, results in higher commer-
cial property tax ratables. This lessens the
burden on residential property owners.

Investment in our community is just as
important as investment in our individual
homes.

Similarly, in my view, acquiring an ex-
isting commercial property and bulldoz-
ing it into a new surface lot, as some have
suggested, would be a backwards step and
counterproductive in terms of enhancing
commercial property tax ratables.

Parking revenues will pay for the park-
ing structure. Again, do not be misled by
those who argue that the town will be
paying an exorbitant price for the number
of new parking spaces added. The pro-
posed parking deck is only one element of
a comprehensive plan that will be make
our entire commuter and downtown em-
ployee/shopper parking system more ra-
tionale and operate more efficiently. Once
the additional parking capacity is created,
we will be able to reallocate parking spaces

On November 2, the voters of
Westfield will make a decision that will
have a significant impact on the future of
our town. The decision is whether or not
to authorize the municipality to move
forward with the construction of a park-
ing garage in our downtown. This park-
ing garage would become an integral
part of a parking system to be imple-
mented. The goal of this system would
be to create additional and more effi-
cient parking for our commuters, shop-
pers, and employees in the downtown.

After four years of careful study and
responsible citizen, professional, and
legislative involvement, a majority of
the Westfield Town Council believes
that the solution is to construct a park-
ing facility in the Prospect/Elm lot. The
council has presented the voters with a
viable financial model that would be
used to support this solution, one which
would have a minimal impact on tax-
payers. This financial model has made
conservative assumptions to ensure this
result, and, by a 7-2 majority, has the
overwhelming support of the council.

The smart growth and continued viabil-
ity of our downtown desperately requires
a parking solution such as the one being
proposed. I believe that failure to move

adjacent to the train station on North Av-
enue to commuter parking, thereby short-
ening the commuter permit waiting list.
Longer term downtown parkers will be
forced into the new deck freeing up prime
surface lot spots for shoppers. The re-
vamped parking system, coupled with
periodic parking fee increases and new
parking meter technology, are the founda-
tion of financial projections that demon-
strate that the new parking system may pay
for itself, and may actually be profitable! I
agree with several of my council col-
leagues that certain elements of the finan-
cial plan warrant further discussion, how-
ever, personally, I am satisfied that the
assumptions underlying the financial pro-
jections were developed very conserva-
tively and are sound.

The new parking deck is responsible
development. The proposed parking deck
is the result of exhaustive analyses of
parking needs, potential solutions and pub-
lic comment over a period of many years.
In developing the plan, which includes the
parking deck, the mayor and town council
have listened to criticisms and the myriad
of suggestions made by residents. The
choices that have been made in terms of
location, size, number of additional park-
ing spaces, ancillary development and po-
tential traffic impact are the product of
deliberations by citizens advisory groups,
advice from professionals and probably
hundreds of hours of discussion among
councilpersons and residents.

New residential condominiums on Pros-
pect Street intended to appeal to empty
nesters and new retail space on Elm will
both mask the parking structure in a man-
ner that will enhance the aesthetic appear-
ance of downtown and, through the statu-
tory tool of the State Redevelopment Law,
provide an ancillary source of construc-
tion funding.

In addition, the restructure of our park-
ing system around a new deck should
alleviate the traffic congestion caused by
individuals circling the streets downtown
in search of parking spaces. Sure, there
will always be traffic jams at peak hours.
However, that is a small price to pay in
order to maintain a robust downtown. More-
over, I do not believe that a robust down-
town sacrifices child safety in nearby resi-
dential neighborhoods.

Let’s end the decades old debate about
parking in Westfield and finally do some-
thing.

Much has been said and written about
the parking situation in Westfield over
the last several years. However, this is
the first and only time that you the
townspeople have been asked to vote
on the issue. I am pleased that you will
ultimately voice your opinion on No-
vember 2. Since I was elected to the
town council, I have advocated that this
matter is too important not to have
every person’s vote count.

The voters need the facts to make a
decision. As such, I recently supported
sending out a pamphlet to the voters
explaining the financial model and other
important information about the park-
ing system plan. This does not mean
that I endorse plan; it merely reflects
that I want to get the information out to
the voters. It would be wrong at this
point not to get as much information as
possible out to you the voters.

I believe each voter needs to give
careful consideration to three impor-
tant questions. First and foremost, how

Meeting the demand for both more park-
ing spots and greater parking conve-
nience is a problem unique to commu-
nities that enjoy thriving and dynamic
downtowns. That is why for the past
thirty years, Westfield residents and its
elected officials have discussed and de-
bated the merits of creating a parking
structure.

Growing up in Westfield, I remem-
ber times when parking wasn’t always
a pressing town priority. Less than 10
years ago, storefront vacancy signs
dominated the downtown and parking
spaces were plentiful.  However, over
the past few years, Westfield has not
just revitalized its downtown but has
taken award-winning strides.  Just this
year Westfield was singled out as one of
the country’s top Main Street Commu-
nities.

Success does come with its costs and
with its challenges. That is why this
town council has sought to craft a new
response to the old dilemma of creating
enough parking capacity to support a
town that has become a shopping, din-
ing and recreation destination.

Our response, developed with the
recommendations of a citizens advi-
sory group as well as the input of many
outside professionals including, plan-
ning, traffic, financial and redevelop-
ment experts, was to create a redevel-
opment plan that does more than sim-
ply create parking spots.  The plan
provides a thorough and comprehen-
sive approach to parking management

that will benefit everyone from com-
muters to shoppers to employers.  It
incorporates residential and retail units
that will enhance and control down-
town development. It allows drivers to
find convenient and accessible parking
quickly so more time is spent enjoying
the downtown and less time is spent
idling and circling looking for spots.

Most important, the plan is finan-
cially responsible. The plan does not
require new taxes on town residents but
relies on user fees that reflect the broad
usage of our downtown. The redevel-
opment plan will afford the town a
financial gain. This plan provides for a
revenue stream that, after debt service,
could realize the town up to $1 million
a year. Westfield is a not for profit
community so any money made by the
parking structure will be returned to the
town to improve community services
without increasing taxes.

The redevelopment plan that is being
put before the community on Novem-
ber 2 is not so much about a parking
deck.  It is truly a question of how to
best support a downtown that Westfield
residents are proud to call their own
favorite destination.

By voting “yes” on November 2,
Westfield can voice their approval for a
fiscally sound plan that will create a
parking system and infrastructure that
will encourage a nationally recognized,
but locally enjoyed downtown to con-
tinue to thrive and prosper now and into
the future.

much of a parking problem do you do
you believe exists in town? Second, do
the benefits of this proposed solution
outweigh the potential negatives in
terms of traffic impact and the potential
financial burden to the taxpayers? Fi-
nally, is this proposed plan the best
solution for the town?

We have heard a range of views over
the last few months. Now the time is
here for all of us to express ourselves in
the most constructive and effective
manner: casting a vote for or against the
adoption of the parking plan. On No-
vember 2, as an individual voter, I will
be voting “no” on the adoption of the
plan. However, I will decide how to
vote as your council representative af-
ter you, the voters, have spoken.

I urge all of us to exercise our right to
vote on this important issue on Novem-
ber 2. I trust that whatever the outcome,
we as Westfielders will vote what we
each believe is in the best interest of our
town.

forward with this plan would signify an
enormous step backwards in our efforts to
deal with a well documented parking short-
age in our downtown. Westfield has worked
hard to earn its status as an ideal location
for business, shopping and
homeownership. Failure to support this
plan would place in jeopardy the many
years of hard work by our citizens to make
Westfield the great community it is today.
It is difficult to predict with specificity how
Westfield will change if we do not address
our parking deficiencies.

One thing that is certain, however, is
that the traffic in and around town is
likely to continue to increase, just as it
has in past years. It is our responsibil-
ity as a community to address this
reality and to take affirmative steps to
deal with the multiple parking issues
facing our town. The town council
should move forward with the con-
struction of this parking garage only if
the majority of the Westfield voters
support this plan.

As your councilman and neighbor, I
will be supporting the referendum ques-
tion to appear on the November 2 bal-
lot. Moving this plan forward is just the
right thing to do for our town. Please
vote “yes” on November 2.

To vote, and how to vote?To vote, and how to vote?To vote, and how to vote?To vote, and how to vote?To vote, and how to vote? That is the question.That is the question.That is the question.That is the question.That is the question.
Mayor Says Plan Is

Responsible, Vote ‘Yes’
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By Rafael Betancourt
Westfield Councilman Ward 2

Parking Solution Needed;
Minimal Taxpayer Impact

General George S. Patton once said
that, “a good plan today is better
than a perfect plan tomorrow.” Those
words are especially true in our
present parking debate. For 40 years,
Westfielders have been discussing
parking and waiting for the perfect
plan to emerge which will solve all
our parking woes...but only one thing
has become clear...there is no per-
fect solution.

Many disagree on this issue but
rest assured of one thing...the
Westfield Town Council has the best
interest of this town at heart. While
members of the council may want to
proceed in different directions, we
all agree on the ultimate goal of
making Westfield a better place to
live and raise a family.

Your town council has volunteered

countless hours and has put forth to
you a parking system plan, which
satisfies many of the needs of our
various constituency groups by pro-
viding additional parking. In fair-
ness, the critics will be the first to
tell you that the plan is less than
perfect...and that is correct. We all
have concerns but in truth...there is
no perfect plan. However, I feel that
we have done our job. Now it is your
turn.

On Tuesday, November 2, you will
go to the polls and decide the future of
our wonderful town. Your town coun-
cil, having set forth a plan as a poten-
tial solution, is now asking for your
input. At the end of the day, the simple
question, which I ask you is this - Is
this a “good plan” or is there more
work to be done? I am listening.
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By Lawrence A. Goldman
Westfield Councilman Ward 4

Let’s End Decades Of
Debate And Do Something
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By James M. Foerst, 
Westfield Councilman Ward 4

There Is  No Perfect Plan;
But Is There Still Work to Do?

The facts are clear: the proposed
garage at Prospect and Elm is a bad
investment for Westfield

On November 2, Westfield residents
will head to the polls to cast their votes
for our national and local leaders and to
give critical input to a long-standing
issue: whether the town’s parking prob-
lem should be solved through the con-
struction of a $10 million garage at
Prospect and Elm.

During my four years on council, I
have worked hard to keep open and
honest communications with my con-
stituents on topics ranging from rising
property taxes, public safety initiatives,
road repaving projects and what ser-
vices need to be prioritized due to the
continuing growth in our community.
To that end, I also believe it is just as
important for elected officials to show
leadership when you believe something
is not good for our community and to
back your beliefs with facts. To me, it is
the first rule of good government and
Westfield residents deserve nothing
less.

With that in mind, I ask all Westfield
residents to consider the following
weaknesses and shortcomings for the
garage proposal at Prospect and Elm:

Inefficient Design: The town’s engi-
neering consultant has opined that the
irregular shape of the Elm and Prospect
lots has resulted in a design with exces-
sively wide turning lanes. As a result,
the average cost per space in the garage
has risen from $16,000 per space to
$18,000 per space, or a 13 percent
penalty for inefficiency.

Expensive price for only 244 new
spaces: Although the town is proposing
a garage with 493 spaces; it must be
emphasized that 210 of those spaces
already exist today and another 39 must
be reserved for the developers’ private
retail and residential needs. At $10
million of principal, the average cost
for each new space added is $40,900
and when you include interest over the
life of the bond; it exceeds $75,000 per
space.

Poor Traffic conditions: The town’s
traffic engineer measured “existing”
traffic movements around the Prospect
and Elm site. These 16 movements
were graded alphabetically (A-F) and
this site received the lowest score in all
of downtown: two D’s, three E’s and six
F’s. The traffic study also measured
151 additional turning movements in
26 other intersections in downtown,
and these movements yielded a grand
total of only five F’s. If public safety is
one of our major concerns as residents
and elected officials, why are we pro-

posing putting more traffic into one of
the most congested intersections in
town?

Parking rates have risen sharply
and will continue to rise: Over four
years ago, the town council doubled
all parking meters to 50 cents an hour
and doubled long-term permit rates
(via two rate increases) for commut-
ers and downtown employees, just to
study the situation. Under the pro-
posed parking plan, all on-street
meters will rise to 75 cents and long-
term permits will initially rise 11 per-
cent to $780 per year. On top of that,
both on-street meters and long-term
parking permits will increase by 10
percent every three years to pay the
debt on 244 net new spaces. Say hello
to $1 per hour on-street meter park-
ing and annual commuter permits
approaching $935 by 2010.

Debt burden is unfairly assessed: The
cash flow model estimates that these
user groups will repay the following
percentage of debt if the garage moves
forward: shoppers (46 percent), com-
muters (31 percent), downtown em-
ployees (17 percent) and the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (6 percent).
Revenues from the proposed redevel-
opment ($175,000) are about equal to
the operating costs of the deck. Ask
yourself, who is receiving the benefit of
this proposed structure and who is re-
ally paying for it?

The waiting list for a long-term park-
ing permit for downtown employees is
only 80 people. We are building 244 net
spaces to accommodate only 80 down-
town employees on a waiting list?

Finally, I would ask Westfield voters
and taxpayers, who are ultimately guar-
anteeing this bond, to reflect on whether
this project is the biggest priority in
terms of our town’s infrastructure. Are
you satisfied with the conditions of our
roads, sidewalks, storm drainage and
athletic fields?

On Election Day, Westfield citizens
are being asked to support the town’s
largest “investment” of all time by sup-
porting a $10 million bond proposal. I
ask you, does an expensive and ineffi-
ciently designed garage for only 244
spaces, that is located in the most con-
gested area of downtown, and supported
primarily by shoppers and commuters
with the highest parking rates in central
New Jersey sound like a good invest-
ment decision?

I think not and I am convinced that
there is a better solution to our parking
issue.

I look forward to hearing from the
voters on November 2.

Great towns like Westfield don’t just
happen. Instead great towns are the
result of the vision of their cultural,
educational, business and government
leaders. Historically, Westfield has been
blessed with talented and forward-
thinking leaders.  Former Mayors Bud
Boothe and Rich Bagger, recognizing
the importance of revitalizing the down-
town, formed a committee that led to
the creation of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC).  The DWC has
been instrumental in turning around
the downtown and helping Westfield
earn the prestigious Great American
Main Street Award.

Our former mayors also realized the
importance of addressing the
downtown’s parking deficit to help en-
sure the long-term health of the down-
town.  Former Mayor Thomas Jardim
recognized the long-term importance
of increasing our parking supply and
once stated, “Failing to act on the park-
ing problem this year, puts the deck, the
necessary parking infrastructure and
the solution to our parking problems-
and by extension, our downtown
economy- in jeopardy.  Consequently,
over the years we have had numerous
parking studies and parking advisory
committees all with the same finding-
Westfield has more parking demand
than supply.”

Mayor Greg McDermott’s Westfield
Parking Advisory committee, com-
prised of all Westfield residents, pre-

sented their report in February 2002
and recommended the construction of
three parking decks using mixed-used
development to offset the cost of the
projects.  Over time, the project has
been narrowed to one mixed-used de-
velopment project at the Prospect and
Elm parking lots. The mayor and coun-
cil have done the proper due diligence.
We have completed traffic, environ-
mental and school impact studies. We
developed a “user-fee” based financial
model. We have heard hours of citi-
zens’ feedback, both pro and con on the
proposed redevelopment project.

Now the decision is in the hand of
Westfield residents.  The November 2
referendum asks voters if the Town of
Westfield should issue approximately
$10,000,000 of general obligation funds
to fund the construction of a parking
structure on municipal lots 1 & 8 be-
tween Prospect and Elm Streets.   The
plan’s objective is to increase com-
muter, downtown employee and short-
term shopper parking capacities with-
out the application of Westfield prop-
erty taxes.  So before casting this im-
portant vote, please visit the re-devel-
opment web site
www.westfieldredevelopmentproject.com,
read the various studies and then form
your own opinion as to how you see the
future of Westfield and how this re-
development project fits into your vi-
sion of Westfield and its downtown in
the years to come.

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield Councilman, Ward 3

Residents Should Read
Website Info. Before Voting

Our parking problems in Westfield
need solutions, including identifying
and/or creating additional capacity for
commuters, shoppers and downtown
employees; however, I do believe
cheaper and more strategic options have
not been fully explored or exhausted,
and that government can do better than
the flawed deck plan that is currently
before the voters.

I urge voters to vote “no” on the
proposed $10,000,000 bond issue be-
cause the Prospect/Elm deck will in
fact have immediate financial conse-
quences for every taxpayer from Day
One. On top of that, already high traffic
volumes at and near the proposed site
will increase and create additional safety
issues for drivers, pedestrians and area
residents alike.

Under the council’s financial plan,
Westfielder’s will wind up paying over
$500,000 annually for the next 25 years.
What happened to yesterday’s rosy
promises that “the decks will pay for
themselves?” Is that burden worth 244
additional parking spaces to be gained
through this project? Those who sup-
port the project by claiming “it will
improve parking without any burden on
property taxes” are misleading the vot-
ers. In fact, the proposed general obli-
gation bond financing, by legal defini-
tion, guarantees to our lenders that the
town will repay the $10 million debt
with increases in property taxes if they
are needed. But there is more.

Take a closer look at the council’s
financial plan. The project’s annual ex-
pense, including debt repayment, is
$930,000. The project’s annual income
is projected to be only $475,765, or just
47 percent of the deck’s costs. To close
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By Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman Ward 1

Parking Problems Need
Solutions, But This Isn’t It

that gap the council proposes to find
$577,000 by diverting $267,000 of 2004
budget surpluses; raise rates on exist-
ing parking by $267,000, and by asking
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
to contribute $50,000 annually from
it’s special tax on downtown property
owners.

Funds from these current budget sur-
pluses and potential higher parking fees
could rightly be used to reduce future
property tax increases. In this manner
the deck clearly impacts Westfield prop-
erty tax rates, though deck supporters
would like you to believe otherwise.
Aren’t municipal taxes high enough?
These potential tax-saving revenue
sources are being used to further a
flawed, last-ditch attempt to salvage a
formerly two-deck plan that would have
presented even greater tax conse-
quences for voters.

By the way, if anyone tries to tell you
that we are “building” 493 parking
spaces, I hope they are also making
clear that 210 already exist in that loca-
tion today. Of the 283 new  (additional)
spaces, 39 will be reserved for the
project’s private residential and retail
needs. As a result, the net parking gain
from this $10 million project is only
244 additional spaces for public use.

It is important for you to know that
all of the town’s professional studies in
connection with this proposed project
have yielded very negative results (re-
quest them from town hall and see for
yourself). The financial study projects
negative cash flow in excess of half a
million dollars a year; the environmen-
tal study of the proposed site identified
toxic contamination in more than one
location and no funds have been re-
served in the financial plan to cover
these potentially costly remediation ex-
penses; finally, the traffic analysis iden-
tified the major intersections adjacent
to the proposed deck (Prospect/Broad,
Prospect/Dudley) as the worst in terms
of current traffic volume of the 26 inter-
sections that were studied.

Despite these fatal flaws, our pro-
deck mayor and town council have in-
sisted on pushing this agenda forward.
Thankfully Election Day will deliver
the critical element that’s been absent
from this long and sometimes rancor-
ous debate – the collective voice of
Westfield’s electorate. I look forward
to hearing what our residents think about
the wisdom of this plan.

Yes, our parking problems need so-
lutions, but not at the risk of building a
deck in the wrong location, one that
carries the baggage of large financial
risk, annual $500,000 deficits funded
with potential tax-saving revenues, and
increasing traffic and safety issues in
an area that the town’s own experts
have rated as very poor. On November
2 I will be voting “no” and I urge you to
join me. Government can, and should,
do better.
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By Joanne Neylan
Westfield Councilwoman Ward 2

Questions Must Be Weighed;
I Will Vote ‘No’ on Nov. 2

On November 2, Westfield voters will
have the opportunity to cast their vote on
an issue that has faced Westfield residents
for more than three decades. The ques-
tion that will be put before the voters in
the form of a non-binding referendum
will be whether to erect a new parking
structure. Over the years our town has
undertaken exhaustive studies and held
countless meetings to obtain the input
necessary to finally address this issue.

The product of this effort has been a
plan which includes the construction of
a parking structure at a site adjacent to
Trader Joe’s between Prospect and Elm
streets. This new structure would not
only provide new parking spaces, but
would also allow for a reallocation of
existing spaces. The full implementa-
tion of this new parking strategy would
result in greater parking availability for
our downtown shoppers, our commut-
ers, and employees. I believe that the
plan being put forth to Westfield resi-
dents for their consideration provides a
responsible and financially sound solu-
tion to a decades-old parking problem.

The plan, as presented by the mayor,
is fiscally sound in that the structure will
not be funded by any increase in prop-
erty taxes. The development will be paid
for through the modest number of resi-
dences (19 condominiums) and retail
space (3,000 square feet) that will be
included in the structure, modest in-
creases in parking fees and an assess-
ment to the downtown property owners.

Some have argued that the town could
increase parking fees without building a
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By Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman Ward 3

Plan Benefits  Commuters,
Shoppers And Merchants

structure and these amounts could be
used to decrease property taxes. Parking
fees, which were increased by past coun-
cils, were done so explicitly under the
condition that parking revenues would be
used solely to improve parking. Under
the mayor’s plan parking improvements
will be funded by those who park here,
not by an increase in property taxes.

Equally important, conservative fi-
nancial models show the parking system
providing substantially increased future
revenue to the town. This will enable
future parking improvements, such as
improved pay stations or maintenance
of existing lots, to be funded by the
parking system. Again, property taxes
will not be used to sustain the system.

The mayor’s plan will also increase
commuter parking by using part of the
present employee lot behind UBS on
North Avenue for commuters. New
commuter space on the north side will
provide enhanced convenience to north
side commuters and ease train station
traffic for south side commuters.

The mayor’s parking plan is fiscally
responsible in that it does not rely
upon increasing property taxes in
Westfield. It relies on those who most
use our parking, including many people
from out of town, and our downtown
businesses to contribute to the con-
struction and the ongoing maintenance
and improvement of a comprehensive
parking system. In return, better,
smarter, more convenient parking will
be available for shoppers, commuters,
and employees.
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By Peter Echausse
Westfield Councilman Ward 1

Facts Prove Garage Is A
Bad Investment for Westfield
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