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Four Candidates
Compete for Two
Seats in Fanwood

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Four candidates are vying for the
two seats on the Fanwood Borough
Council next week. Republicans
Maureen Mawby and Joel Stroz will
face off against incumbent Democrat
Katherine Mitchell and recently ap-
pointed Patrick Higgins. If elected
the candidates will serve on the coun-
cil for three-year terms.

The biggest issue in the campaign
this year has been downtown devel-
opment. While the Democrats say
that they are listening to the residents
and business owners to see what they
want the development to include, Re-
publicans say that the project has
reached a stand still.

Last year the issue of downtown
redevelopment was also a large issue
in the campaign.

Another big issue among the can-
didates has been the ever-increasing
property taxes.

While the Democrats say that they
were able to get extraordinary aid from
Trenton this year, which was able to
keep the property tax increase lower,
Republicans charge that they did not
do enough to keep the budget low.

Information on all the candidates
can be found on Pages 10 and 11.

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, October 31, 2 a.m.

Smoking Ban Eyed
For County Parks

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Freeholder Board
is considering a proposal to ban smok-
ing in county parks. The concept was
brought before the board by represen-
tatives of Prevention Links, a non-profit
organization based in Clark that edu-
cates the public on the dangers of sub-
stance abuse including narcotics as well
as alcohol and tobacco products.

Two seniors from Mother Seton Re-
gional High School in Clark, part of
Prevention Links Rebel Kids program,
spent an hour recently cleaning up ciga-
rette butts from a county park. They filled
a jar with cigarette buts they collected in
just a half hour in Warinanco Park.

Karen Blumenfeld, representing
New Jersey Group Against Smoking
Pollution (NJGASP), said Bergen
County has passed an ordinance ban-
ning smoking in its county parks.
Locally, Westfield now offers a smoke-
free environment at its municipal pool.
She said the recent Red Ribbon day
program to promote a substance free
society, held in Nomahegan Park in
Cranford, was a smoke-free event.

One of the high school students,
Kelly Alt of Rahway, said the Rebel
Kids’ anti-tobacco movement “encour-
ages teenagers to say no to smoking.”

High school student Tanya Gauthier
of Roselle said the program opposes
big tobacco companies marketing ef-
forts aimed at teenagers. She said that
the many toxins in cigarettes harm
everyone and therefore should not be
permitted in parks.

Board member Chester Holmes of

SP Debate Heats Up Over Issues
With Mayor, Council Candidates

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

Dozens of Scotch Plains citizens chose
politics over baseball Tuesday night and
packed town hall to watch the mayoral
and council debates. The event was spon-
sored by the Westfield Area League of
Women Voters and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Republican incumbents Mayor Mar-
tin Marks and Deputy Mayor Paulette
Coronato faced Democrat challengers An-
drew Baron, the mayoral candidate and
former Township Attorney, and Barbara
Baldasarre, who is running for council.

A variety of topics were discussed,
but property taxes and downtown rede-
velopment were the two focal issues.

Fred Rossi, of The Times, moderated
the debates.

Regarding property taxes, Ms.
Baldasarre called attention to a $210 per
household increase last year, which she
said was higher than in surrounding towns.

Deputy Mayor Coronato responded
that these increased taxes were unusual
and not to be expected in the future.

Ms. Coronato, when asked about down-
town redevelopment, noted that there was
a “very limited response” in recent surveys
among business and property owners.

Ms. Baldasarre responded that business
owners might have seemed skeptical be-
cause they feared tax increases. She also
introduced a plan to involve Rutgers Uni-
versity student and faculty researchers in
helping to plan redevelopment at little cost.

Ms. Baldasarre indicated lack of foot
traffic, limited draw and absence of senior
citizen patronage as three major problems
facing downtown Scotch Plains.

Ms. Coronato explained that business
owners must be ready and willing to
invest, and that all options must be ex-
plored before serious changes can be
made downtown.

Each candidate was asked what the
township council’s focus should be in the
next four years. Councilwoman Coronato
remarked that, “seniors are the backbone
of our community” and proposed a com-
munity and senior center. She cited grant
money and corporate sponsorship as two
ways to finance its construction. Ms.
Coronato also advocated shared services.

Ms. Baldasarre responded that there are
already activities for seniors at the township’s
YMCA and Jewish Community Center, so
construction of a separate center would be
extraneous. Ms. Baldasarre advocated inte-
gration of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
fire departments.

In her closing statement, Council-
woman Coronato emphasized her experi-
ence by listing her former positions, which
include membership on the Board of Ad-
justment, Planning Board and Health Ad-
visory Board. She added, “Barbara
Baldasarre has no record of service.”

Ms. Baldasarre, in her closing state-
ment, mentioned her extensive educa-
tion and solid professional record as a
nurse and supervisor at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital of Union County in
Berkeley Heights.

Ms. Baldasarre assured taxpayers that
when trying to correct a problem, “my
first solution will not be increased taxes.”
She promised to donate her first year’s
salary as deputy mayor to the improve-
ment of Scotch Plains.

Following the deputy mayoral debate,
Mayor Marks and Mr. Baron began a
very intense debate of their own.

When asked about last year’s prop-
erty tax increase, Mayor Marks claimed
that “last year was an anomaly” and “we
are in a very solid position.”

Mr. Baron accused Mayor Marks of
promising tax cuts and then not following
through, saying last year’s jump is not to be
taken lightly. Mr. Baron assured voters that
he “won’t play politics with the budget.”

Candidates were asked about Extraor-
dinary Aid (state relief from high prop-
erty taxes). Mr. Baron noted that
Fanwood received $250,000 in Extraor-
dinary Aid, criticizing Mayor Marks for
not having applied for it.

Mr. Marks assured the audience that
all available experts were consulted. He
claimed Scotch Plains is ineligible for
Extraordinary Aid, which he explained is

Rahway said he would sponsor a resolu-
tion supporting the efforts by Prevention
Links. He added that he is working on an
effort to ban smoking in bowling alleys
due to the number of children that are
present in those facilities.

Board member Deborah Scanlon of
Union, chairwoman of the board’s policy
committee, said she would place the
issue of banning smoking in county
parks on her committee’s next meeting
scheduled for Thursday, November 4.

Board Chairman Angel Estrada said
that the board needs to take up a dia-
logue on the issue before any action on
smoke-free parks can be brought for
action before the board.

“We are concerned how the rest of
the county feels about this,” said Free-
holder Estrada.

Lorraine Kowalski of Prevention
Links told the board that in 1966, 62
percent of New Jerseyans were smok-
ers. Today that number has declined to
20 percent. Therefore she believes most
of county residents would likely sup-
port such a ban.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr. of
Plainfield, a smoker, said although the
board “needs to do our homework,”
the smoking ban makes sense to him.

In other business, Nancy Ward of
Linden was sworn in as the newest
freeholder. She replaces John Wohlrab
who resigned following his arrest for
domestic violence. Ms. Ward is an attor-
ney specializing in personal injury and
workers compensation cases. She vol-
unteers with the Emerald Isle Immigra-
tion Center where she counsels new
immigrants applying for visas. She also
offered legal assistance to families who
lost relatives on September 11, 2001.

Mr. Wohlrab will remain on election
ballots. If he wins, Ms. Ward will com-
plete the year remaining on his term.

usually reserved for inner city communi-
ties. Mayor Marks also noted that receiv-
ing Extraordinary Aid disallows a mu-
nicipality to maintain a budget surplus.

Regarding budget cuts, Mayor
Marks commented that the Democrats’
plan to merge the Scotch Plains fire
department with the Fanwood fire de-
partment, thus eliminating the paid fire
chief position, is an unwise decision in an
era of heightened security.

Mr. Baron responded that Fanwood
has twice the number of volunteer
firefighters as Scotch Plains, arguing
that it makes good financial and logistic
sense to move towards a merger.

Mayor Marks called volunteerism a

Westfield
Polling Locations

First Ward:
Districts 1 and 2:

Roosevelt Intermediate School
Gym, 302 Clark Street.

Districts 3, 5 and 7:
Franklin Elementary School

Auditorium, 700 Prospect Street.
Districts 4 and 6:

Westfield Memorial Library,
Program Room, 550 East Broad

Street.
Second Ward:

District 1:
Union County Annex, 300

North Avenue.
District 2, 3 and 6:

Washington Elementary School
Auditorium, 900 St. Marks

Avenue.
District 4 and 5:

Wilson Elementary School
Auditorium, 301 Linden Avenue.

Third Ward:
District 1:

Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street.

Districts 2, 3 and 4:
Edison Intermediate School
Gym, 800 Rahway Avenue.

Districts 5 6 and 7:

Scotch Plains Voting Places:
Districts 1, 2 and 3: Park Middle

School Boy’s Gym, 580 Park Avenue.
Districts 4 and 5: Scotch Plains Li-

brary, Children’s Room, 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

Districts 6, 7 and 8: Evergreen
School, Third Grade Hallway, 2280
Evergreen Avenue.

District 9: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Front Hall by Audito-
rium, Westfield Road.

District 10: Brunner Elementary
School, Front Lobby, Westfield Road.

District 11: St. John the Baptist
Church, 2387 Morse Avenue, Fellow-
ship Hall.

Districts 12 and 13: McGinn El-
ementary School, Room 10, Roosevelt
Avenue.

Districts 14 and 15: Union Catholic
High School Lobby, Martine Avenue.

Districts 16 and 21: Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, 1776
Raritan Road, Baxel Hall (The Com-
mons).

Districts 17 and 18: Terrill Middle
School Auditorium Lobby, 1301 Terrill
Road.

Districts 19 and 20: Coles Elemen-
tary School, Lobby, 16 Kevin School.

Fanwood Polling Places:
Districts 1 and 2: Fanwood Borough

Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue.
District 3: Children’s Specialized

Hospital, 330 South Avenue.
District 4 and 5: Terrill Road Bible

Chapel, 535 Terrill Road.
District 6 and 7: Fanwood Memo-

rial Library, North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

“recurrent theme” in his opponents’ plans
and proposals, and called it unrealistic to
completely rely on volunteers. Mayor
Marks also criticized Mr. Baron for lack of
participation in public meetings and lack
of experience in unpaid public office.

Mr. Baron called many of Mr. Marks’
criticisms over the course of the debate
“personal.” Mr. Rossi had to remind
both candidates that they could not ad-
dress one another directly.

Concerning downtown redevelopment,
he said “this central business district needs
professional management,” as opposed
to reliance on volunteers, and added,
“sometimes you have to spend money to
make money.”

Freeholder Candidates Face Off On Issues
During An Intense Debate in Cranford

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

Three Democrat incumbents and
their Republican challengers running
for county freeholder battled it out last
week during a forum in Cranford spon-
sored by the League of Women Voters.

The debate was intense at times,
with hecklers supporting one Repub-
lican candidate shouting down a
Democrat incumbent.

This year, Democrats Daniel
Sullivan of Elizabeth, Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford and Adrian
Mapp of Plainfield, are being chal-
lenged by Republicans Bruce Pater-
son and Patricia Quattrocchia, both of
Garwood; Frank Arena of Westfield
and Joe Renna of Cranford. Mr. Pater-
son is running for the one year left on

the term of Nicholas Scutari, who re-
signed following his election to the State
Senate last year.

Democrat John Wohlrab, who was
appointed by the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee to replace Mr. Scutari,
recently resigned following his arrest on
a domestic violence charge. Mr.
Wohlrab’s name will remain on the bal-
lot, although he has been replaced on the
board by Nancy Ward of Linden. Ms.
Ward will fill out the one year remaining
for the seat if Mr. Wohlrab wins.

The hottest exchange during the
forum came after Mr. Renna, a former
county employee, said the county has
hired inexperienced staff starting with
County Manager George Devanney.

“The county manager is incompe-
tent; he is responsible for the county

budget. He has no experience. The Demo-
crats gave him a job to run a county
government,” charged Mr. Renna, not-
ing the budget is now $366 million,
with over 3,000 employees, a payroll
which accounts for one-third of the
county budget.

“Unfortunately, we have seen the
angry Joe Renna tonight,” responded
Freeholder Sullivan. “I guess every-
one is incompetent at the county and I
guess everyone doesn’t know how to
do their jobs. But I guess I would get
angry, too, if I got fired.”

During the forum, Republican free-
holder candidates charged that Demo-
crats are running up county debt and
property taxes, while Democrats shot
back that the GOP slate has no new
ideas and lacks budgetary experience.

Freeholder Sullivan pointed to the
Democrats’ record of preserving over
127 acres of open space; rebuilding
the county parks system, including
construction of the state’s first handi-
capped accessible park for children, a
dog park and additional playgrounds;
providing better training to emergency
services personnel and keeping
Runnells Specialized Hospital, which
now turns a profit, open after previous
Republican candidates vowed to ei-
ther prioritize or close the Berkeley
Heights facility.

Mr. Arena described county govern-
ment as “an invisible layer of govern-
ment.” He favors dividing the county
into three freeholder districts to gain
two-party representation on the board.

Mrs. Quattrocchia said the Repub-
licans also pledge to lower property
taxes, cut wasteful county spending,
open up government records, keep
Union County business in the county,
and clean up the county’s parks.

“Don’t be fooled by what our oppo-
nents have to say when they talk about
accomplishments. Bear in mind, there
is only one person sitting up here who
has more than three weeks on this
freeholder board,” she said.

Mrs. Quattrocchia said despite a
hiring freeze, the county added 250
additional employees to the county
payroll. She said some workers were
offered packages to retire, only to be
brought back later as consultants at
higher salaries.

Mr. Renna said the county achieved
its goal of preserving 100 acres of open
space, yet has 10 years left on the life of
the open space fund. He said a number
of the funds are being used to renovate
buildings and build on green space.

Mr. Paterson favors direct grants to
towns for open space and recreational
purposes, as opposed to matching funds,
which he described as “double taxation.”

On the question of homeland secu-
rity, Mr. Renna said security should be
a top county priority. Instead, he said,

the county spent $1.8 million for an
atrium for the county’s administration
building.

Mr. Sullivan added that the current
board supports Senator Jon Corzine’s
chemical security legislation, which
will provide funds to protect chemical
and oil plants operating in the county.

Rec. Director Pledges
Continued Grant Pursuits

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A day after the new ballfields at Park
Middle School were dedicated, Scotch
Plains Recreation director Ray Poerio
said that the township in the past three-
and-a-half years had taken in more than
$2 million in grants and fundraising
dollars geared towards parks and recre-
ation purposes, and promised to con-
tinue pursuing such funds.

At the township council’s regular
meeting on Tuesday evening, Mr.
Poerio, who has headed the Parks and
Recreation Department since early
2001, gave an overview of where the
$2.185 million in grant money, gifts-in-
kind and fundraising dollars have been
spent in the past three years, including
the just-completed Park Middle School
project, which cost $843,000, all but
$217,000 of which came from Fanwood
and the local board of education and a
$300,000 grant from Union County.
Other grants have been used for other
park and field renovations, including
the new memorial Park and the ballfields
at the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School and on Route 22.

Mr. Poerio also presented the council
on Tuesday with a $35,000 check from
the county that will be used for prelimi-
nary architectural services for a commu-
nity center and engineering services for
Southside Park and Brookside Park.

“We will continue to be aggressive”
in pursuing new grant funds, he said,
even though he admitted that with the
uncertain economy, grant money is not
as plentiful.

With the winter season approaching,
the council approved agreements with
three area contractors A&C Landscape
of Westfield, Truesdale Nursery of Ber-
keley Heights and Scotch Plains Tree
Service to provide assistance to town-
ship public works personnel in the event
of a heavy snowfall. The contract, which
will pay the three companies $85 per
hour and $100 per hour if heavier equip-
ment is needed will run from Novem-
ber 1 through April 2005.

The council approved a $67,946 bid
from Jesco Inc. of South Plainfield to
supply a back hoe for the township
Public Works Department. The pur-
chase is part of the township’s multi-

year capital equipment purchase pro-
gram.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
announced the recipients of the volun-
teers of the year awards that will be
formally recognized at the annual
Mayor’s Gala on Friday, December 3.
The female volunteer of the year is Carol
Parks-Clancy, who has long been in-
volved in township recreation programs.
The male volunteer is Joseph McCourt,
who has long been involved in organiz-
ing the annual Memorial Day parade.
The volunteer organization being recog-
nized is Students Movement Against
Cancer, a high school group that orga-
nizes fundraisers to fight cancer.

At the start of the council’s meeting,
Joseph Ellis, a student at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and a member of
the Air Force Junior ROTC, made an
appeal for the group’s “Treasures for
Troops” effort, which is seeking vari-
ous supplies for troops in Iraq. Resi-
dents wishing to contribute snacks, foot
powder, music and movie CDs, hand lotion,
etc. can drop off these items at a collection
box that will be placed in the hallway of the
Municipal Building outside the entrance to
the police station. The collection will con-
tinue through November 15.

There may be a multi-millionaire liv-
ing in Scotch Plains who is unaware of
their new financial status. A Pick 6 Lotto
ticket worth $2 million was purchased
for the October 18 drawing at Wallis
Stationery on Park Avenue. The winning
numbers are 9-28-42-43-46-48.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
GREAT DEBATE...Mayoral candidates Andrew Baron, left, and Martin Marks,
right, took part in the candidate debate last Wednesday. The debate was moder-
ated by Fred Rossi, center, of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
SENIOR ISSUES...Pictured, from left to right, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
Congressional candidate Steve Brozak, Assemblywoman Linda Stender and
Governor Kathleen Sebelius of Kansas, stopped at The Chelsea to discuss senior
issues such as Medicare with the residents.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TOP COP...Former New York City Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik spoke
at the Union County Republican Rally on behalf of President George W. Bush in
Scotch Plains on Monday night at the Italian American Hall.
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VOTE DEMOCRATIC - COLUMN “A” ALL THE WAY

A BETTER WAY FOR SCOTCH PLAINS
Paid for by the Committee for Baron and Baldasarre

Gene Leporiere, Treasurer, 1 Debra Court, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

ANDY
BARON

FOR MAYOR

BARBARA
BALDASARRE

FOR COUNCIL


