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NJIT Professor, WF Resident
Will Develop Large Library
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident

and New Jersey Institute of Technol-
ogy (NJIT) Associate Professor of
Information Systems, Dr. Michael
Bieber, is leading a project to create a
super-sized library at the school.

With the click of a mouse, a variety
of reference listings consolidated
from public, university and on-line
digital libraries, this
reference option
would be available at
NJIT due to Dr.
Bieber’s efforts and
members of an NJIT
research laboratory.

The Co-Director of
the Collaborative
Hypermedia Research
Laboratory at NJIT, a
group of information
scientists and librar-
ians, Dr. Bieber and
his colleagues re-
ceived over $2 million
in federal funding to
develop computer
software to create their
project.

“We’re developing a super-sized
library,” said Dr. Bieber. “Our meta
information engine will automatically
add links within web pages to related
documents and services, customized
to your current task.”

Funding, which extends through
September of 2007, includes
$498,000 from the Institute of the
Museum and Library Services
(IMLS); $850,000 from the National
Science Digital Library program at
the National Science Foundation
(NSF); and $800,000 from the NSF
to develop a general recommenda-
tion engine.

Librarians and other researchers
from NJIT, Olin College of Engineer-
ing in Massachusetts, Ramapo Col-

lege, Cumberland Community Col-
lege and the Newark Public Library,
as well as several on-line digital li-
braries, will help Dr. Bieber test and
develop the software.

Holdings in the virtual mega li-
brary will include the home library’s
on-line catalog databases and elec-
tronic special collections. Also avail-

able will be the Na-
tional Science Digital
Library’s on-line edu-
cational resource net-
work, the
Science@NASA edu-
cational digital library
and books on sale at
Amazon.com that per-
tain to any item a user
selects on the computer
screen.

The National Science
Digital Library is a net-
work that includes
teaching resources, ex-
periments, data and
more for students in
grade and secondary

schools, as well as in higher educa-
tion.

In addition to extra links, the sys-
tem will improve upon Google’s style
of information delivery, according to
Dr. Bieber.

“Just type a topic into a library’s
designated search engine. A few sec-
onds later, a list of resources grouped
by sub-topics will appear,” he ex-
plained.

“What’s exciting is that now users
must search each electronic database
separately,” he said. “Our new soft-
ware will enable users to conduct the
same search over all library resources
at once. We already have gotten in-
quiries from other college libraries,
so I believe the project will be helpful
to many people when it’s completed.”

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Awards Gray Scholarships

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield has announced nine
scholarships winners given through
benefactor, Marie Gray, President of
the Gray Family Foundation.

The following students will receive
$1,000 one-time grants:

Tyshon Blackmon, the son of
Monique Blackmon, graduated

Westfield High
School (WHS) in
June, where he
played basketball
and football.
Tyshon will attend
Morgan State Uni-
versity in Balti-
more, Md. He
worked as a coun-
selor for the

Westfield Y during his high school
years.

Megan Hein, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Albert
Hein, is a 2002
WHS graduate.
While attending
WHS, she was an
editor of Hi’s Eye,
the school’s
weekly newspa-
per. She was a
also a member of
the French Club
and the French
and National Honor Societies. Megan
is a junior at the University of Mary
Washington in Fredericksburg, Va.,
where she majors in liberal arts.

Anthony La Vecchia, the son of
Susan Campbell
Childs, is a 2004
WHS graduate. At
WHS, he was a
member of the foot-
ball team and an
honor roll student.
Anthony attends
Rutgers University,
Newark campus,
and is working on

his undergraduate and graduate de-
grees in accounting.

Rui Lu, the
daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Shoming
Lu, is a 2002
graduate of WHS,
where she was a
member of the
French and Na-
tional Honor Soci-
eties. She also ran
track and is a member of Who’s
Who Among American High School
Students. She is a third-year stu-
dent at Johns Hopkins University
in Baltimore, where she majors in
economic relations. She is also a
member of the National Society of
Collegiate Scholars.

Bree Sherry, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Sherry, graduated

WHS in 2002.
She is currently
in her third year
at Elon Univer-
sity in Elon, N.C.,
where she holds
a double major of
theater and En-
glish. For her se-
nior year project, which she is doing
during her junior year, Bree is in-
volved in the musical, Jekyll and
Hyde, for which she is the stage man-
ager. Bree plans to study in Europe
for the winter term in the next few
months.

Michael Sherry, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Sherry and the sister of
Bree, is a 2004 graduate of WHS.
While at WHS, he
participated in the
Marching Band,
was an Eagle
Scout, was
elected to Who’s
Who Among
American High
School Students,
and participated
in many choir and
theatrical productions. Michael is at-
tending the American Musical and
Dramatic Academy in Manhattan and
is pursuing his dream of becoming an
actor.

The following students will receive
one-time $500 grants:

Jessica Guerriero, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Guerriero is a
2004 WHS graduate, where she was

active in the girls
softball league as
a player, team cap-
tain and coach’s
assistant. She
worked outside of
school in position
such as an all-
sports coach at the
Westfield Y. She is
currently enrolled

as a freshman at East Stroudsburg
State University in East Stroudsburg,
Pa.

Sara Hoban, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Gerald
Hoban, graduated
WHS in 2004 at the
top of the class.
While at WHS, she
was a member of
the National Honor
Society, served as
French Club Presi-
dent, and Co-Presi-
dent of the Latin Club. During her
high school years, she worked as a
page at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary. As a freshman at Wellesley
College in Wellesley, Mass., Sara is
majoring in French.

Carrie Hubbard, the daughter of
Lisa Hubbard, is a 2004 graduate

of WHS, where
she was a mem-
ber of the Na-
tional Honor So-
ciety and in-
volved in Hi’s
Eye. Carrie at-
tends the Univer-
sity of Maryland
with an unde-

cided major, while considering
business with an emphasis on ac-
counting.
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COMMENDED STUDENTS…Head of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
Chris Williamson, right, congratulates Ashley Harris of Scotch Plains for being
named an Outstanding Participant in the National Achievement Scholarship
Program. The honor is given to students of African-American heritage who score
in the top 5 percent of more than 120,000 Black Americans taking the national test
known as the PSAT’s. They are pictured with National Merit Commended
Scholars Lexi Correll of Scotch Plains, Sydney Briggs of Edison and John
Frederick of North Plainfield.

FIRE PREVENTERS…On October 12, during Fire Prevention Week, first grade
Brownie Troop No. 216 at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains learned
how to prevent forest fires. They met with Smokey the Bear and Scott Knauer,
who is the Fourth Fire Control Technician for the state of New Jersey. The girls
were shown a movie, Smokey the Bear – Only You Can Prevent Forest Fires. A fire
truck was also available and each girl tried to use the equipment. The educational
activity helped the scouts become more aware of fire prevention, especially since
they are preparing for their first camping trip in the spring.
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Let’s face it, the future will always be uncertain. But you can secure financial
protection for your family or business through Nationwide ProvidentSM.

Nationwide Provident representatives offer creative solutions to help you meet
your financial needs throughout your lifetime. They offer life insurance to
protect families, estates and businesses, plus annuities for individual retirement
needs and more. We’ll help you to put together a combination of products to
meet your financial goals and secure the future for you and your family.

Call today:

Nationwide Provident is a service mark of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.

Securities and Investment Advisory services offered through Michael DePasquale as a
Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative of 1717 Capital
Management Company, a Registered Investment Adviser. Member NASD, SIPC. 
A Nationwide Financial Company. Representative of Nationwide Life Insurance

Company of America and other companies.

A Financially Secure
Future Is

Within Your Reach

Michael K. DePasquale

21 Commerce Drive

Cranford, NJ 07016

Phone: (908) 653-7205

Fax: (908) 709-0299

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

EVERGREEN WALKERS…On October 6, students from Evergreen Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains joined “celebrities” for National Walk Our Children
to School Day. A raffle was held to determine which students would be escorted
to school by Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye, Scotch Plains police officer Albert Sellinger and Evergreen Princi-
pal Haubert. All students were treated to a breakfast treat upon arrival, while
Mrs. Colleen Haubert and Mayor Marks addressed the students. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row, Mr. Sellinger, Brin Hambor, Ryan Hambor, Brian Palhares,
Matthew Ridge and Thomas Margaritondo; and back row, Officer Sellinger, Dr.
Choye, Mayor Marks and Mrs. Haubert.

Tutoring / Coaching
for Teens & Adults

Writing: papers, speeches
Speaking/Communication Skills

Interviewing Skills
Selecting a Career

Designing Your Life

Gail Cassidy, M.A.
(N.J Certification)     908 654-5216

http://www.coachability.com

Individual or
Small Group

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

Erratum
A caption sent to The Westfield

Leader and published in the Octo-
ber 21 edition regarding the El-
ementary Curriculum Extrava-
ganza in Westfield Public Schools
misidentified the speaker as Bar-
bara Ball. The correct identifica-
tion is Dr. Regina Kiczek, Super-
visor of Math K-12.

First Superintendent’s Coffee
Of Year Set With Dr. Choye

SCOTCH PLAINS – The first
Superintendent’s Coffee of the school
year in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district will be held on Tues-
day, November 2, at 9:30 a.m. in the
Media Center at Terrill Middle
School.

Members of the public will have
the opportunity to ask Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye any
questions and to share their concerns

and compliments about the schools
and to learn about what is happening
in the district.

Refreshments will be served for this
informal gathering, which is hosted by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) Council.

For more information, please call
PTA Council Vice-President Marga-
ret Ames at (908) 322-5805 or e-mail
Ameseast@comcast.net.

Closure Dates Announced
In Westfield Public Schools

WESTFIELD – Westfield public
school students in the elementary
grades will attend a reduced ses-
sion on Tuesday, November 2, to
allow for parent/teacher confer-
ences.

Grades 1 to 5 will attend 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., morning kindergarten
pupils will attend 8:30 to 10:15 p.m.,
while afternoon kindergarten sessions

will be held from 10:45 to 12:30 p.m.
Westfield public schools will be

closed for all students and teachers
on Thursday and Friday, November 4
and 5, to permit the attendance of
teachers at the New Jersey Education
Association Convention.

Business can be transacted with
school offices and the Administra-
tion Building from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

MONARCH LEADERS…Jumpstart students, Jeremy Lenart and John
DeMarco are ready to lead their classmates outside for the butterfly parade.

Brunner Students Become
Monarch Butterfly Experts
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Sep-

tember 17, the children in
Bernadette Hoyer’s Jumpstart
classes at Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains, welcomed
eighty tiny Monarch larvae to their
classroom.

This was the beginning of a learn-
ing adventure that provided them
the opportunity to watch each stage
of the Monarch butterfly life cycle
take place.

Through books and songs they
also learned about the Monarch
butterfly migration to Mexico each
fall.

Parents were invited into the class-
room to share the experience with
their children as the caterpillars grew
and changed. Caterpillars were
shared with teachers in the building
and now there are many Monarch

watchers and experts at Brunner
School.

On October 15, the Jumpstart stu-
dents, wearing butterfly wings and
antennae, held a butterfly parade to
celebrate all that they had learned
and to release the butterflies into
the school garden.

During the parade, the students
sang the “Metamorphosis” song and
encouraged spectators to plant milk-
weed to help conserve the Monarch
butterfly population. The Brunner
student body, staff members and
family members of the Jumpstart
students were in attendance at the
parade.

The Education Enrichment Foun-
dation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
as part of its annual grant program
funded Mrs. Hoyer’s “Got Milk-
weed?” program.

‘Focus on Our Schools’
Will Premiere on TV-36

WESTFIELD — A new regularly
scheduled program will be seen on
TV-36 beginning on Tuesday, No-
vember 2.

“Focus on Our Schools,” will spot-
light one Westfield public school each
month. In November, McKinley El-
ementary School will be featured.

The show can be seen on Tuesdays
at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Thursdays at 2
and 10 p.m.; Saturdays at 10 a.m. and
7 p.m.; and Sundays at 4 p.m. through
November 21.

“So many good things are happen-
ing in your schools everyday in every
classroom,” stated Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley.

“We invite our Westfield commu-
nity to tune in to “Focus on Our
Schools” to experience some of the
everyday learning as well as unique
events in each school,” he said.

McKinley Principal Claudia
Andreski added, “I am thrilled that

McKinley School will be featured in
the debut of ‘Focus on Our Schools.’
Our students and teachers are happy
to share a glimpse of life at McKinley
with the public.”

John Burns, Westfield High School
TV teacher, and Peter Basler, TV
technician, directed and produced the
show.

“Basically, it’s a 20-minute visit to
a school through the eyes of the TV
camera,” stated Dr. Burns. “We’re
excited to bring the information and
the enthusiasm of the school children
and staff into Westfield homes.”

Immediately following the “Focus
on Our Schools” program in Novem-
ber will be a segment featuring Wash-
ington Elementary School second
grader Alex Fromm and the visit by the
Wienermobile to Westfield, made pos-
sible by Alex’s contest entry and his
interest in helping his friend, who suf-
fers from Spinal Muscular Atrophy.


