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WF Taxpayer Thinks Cost of Studies
Should Come Out of Officials Pockets
What other costly surprises are in store

for Westfield taxpayers? I was absolutely
flabbergasted the other day when I was
told about the other “study” our fair mayor
contracted for.

About a year ago, a traffic flow study
was done to rate the impact garages would
cause to our town at major intersections
and, of course, this was done to support
his need for the garages. Okay, you better
sit down for this one -- it cost the taxpay-
ers $900,000 for all garage planning is-
sues. It gets even better. This particular
study was very costly because the firm
did the study on Christmas Eve (now is
that representative of the traffic in town?)
Luckily, a few vocal people in town em-
barrassed those responsible and the study
was repeated during a more representa-
tive time period. The mayor won’t even
publish the results in the brochure he is
sending to all Westfield residents be-
cause it was determined that the traffic
impact of any garage would negatively
affect traffic flow in town. On a scale of
A to F (F being the worst), streets in town
were given a D at best and in many
instances, an F grade. An F grade! Why is
this important information being left out?
You and I paid for the study. You and I are
also paying for this brochure.

What ever happened to our public offi-
cials being fair and impartial? So, I ask,

how can anyone vote on this referendum
on November 2 without all the facts in-
cluding the economic and environmental
damage any garage in Westfield will cause
the taxpayers.

This issue just adds to all the (taxpayer)
money being wasted in this town by poor
management and decisions made by the
council and mayor. The most recent that
comes to mind is the mistake made on
Benson Place and South Chestnut -- the
cost of all the studies, the cost of the
construction and then the cost to redo the
roadway to its original form because, in
the end, no one in the town bothered to
review the project plans until the con-
struction was complete. It was so obvious
that the way the roadway was configured;
it was just an accident waiting to happen.
Thank goodness the neighbors com-
plained enough before someone was hurt!
The cost (again to the taxpayers) of this
fiasco was in the six-figure range.

Mr. Mayor and council, the next time you
have a brainstorm and need a study, why not
take the cost out of your pockets and not
ours?

I hope the mayor and council fully under-
stand their mistakes. Use common sense.

I urge all of my friends in Westfield to
vote “no” on the referendum.

Janice Honymar
Westfield

Let Us Not Kill the Goose That Laid
The Golden Egg With Development

As we listen to or read about arguments
in the town council, the planning board
and board of adjustment meetings, I be-
gin asking myself, why we moved to
Westfield.  Is it for the parking? The
shopping? The restaurants? The commer-
cial hub that Westfield has developed
into? Or other reasons?

My list is not exhaustive, but I believe
it is for the other reasons that many of us
moved to town.

First, we knew someone we admired
who live here. In our case, it was my
husband’s boss at the E.I. du Pont plant in
Perth Amboy and his wife who encour-
aged us to look for a home here.

Secondly, although we had no children
at the time, these friends reported that the
schools in Westfield were first-rate.

Thirdly, we loved driving around town
and seeing all the tree-lined streets and
neat gardens. There was an air of quiet
civility about Westfield and also a wide
choice of housing styles and prices.

Fourth, the location of Westfield close
to the Garden State Parkway made the
commute to Perth Amboy easy. Our neigh-
bors who worked in the Bayway refiner-
ies commuted to work with comparative
ease too. So did those who worked on
Wall Street or uptown New York City, by
using the Jersey Central Railroad or the
Somerset Bus line that came through town.

Most families had only one care. The
wife dropped her husband off at the Jersey
Central station and picked him up at the end

of the day when his train came in. Those of
us who worked had to plan our day so each
of us could get to work. Most children
walked or rode their bicycles to school,
while younger one went in a car pool.

We found just about everything we
wanted in town: St. Paul’s Church, Drs.
Kalbacher and Cohen, Dr. Glickman, the
Westfield Library, My Lady’s,The Leader
Store, Randal’s Shoes, the Sweet Shoppe,
the Rialto Theatre, the Bonat Bakery, Mrs.
Siever’s Bakery, Jarvis Pharmacy and
Restaurant, Auster’s, The Westfield Leader,
the Finast, the Safeway, Made in America,
the Toy Store, Woolworth’s and others.

We moved to Westfield because it was
a residential town with almost no indus-
try. North, South and Central Avenues
had not developed into the commercial
venues they are today. There seemed to
be less traffic in town and less traffic
moving through from one highway to
another than there is today.

So, as to why we moved to Westfield,
peace and tranquility come ahead of com-
mercial expansion. My husband and I
remember the quiet, leafy, beautiful town
that made our choice for us. We hope that
over development with more traffic will
not send Westfield down the path of
Rahway, Elizabeth, Plainfield and the
Oranges. Let us not kill the goose that laid
the golden egg.

Evelyn MacRitchie
Westfield

Why didn’t the Town Council give you ALL the information
in a recent mailing? Here are the FACTS from the Town’s
expert studies ... FACTS that you need to know for the
Parking Deck Referendum on November 2 . . .

A MESSAGE FROM WESTFIELD TOWN COUNCILMEN PETER ECHAUSSE AND SAL CARUANA

QUESTION: “Shall the town of Westfield issue approximately $10,000,000 of general obligation bonds to fund the construction
of a parking structure on municipal parking lots 1 and 8 between Prospect and Elm Streets, which would contain approximately
500 total parking spaces and which bonds would be supported by revenue derived from parking fees and mixed use
redevelopment fees resulting from approximately 19 residential units and approximately 3000 square feet of retail space, and
if necessary, the levy of ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Town of Westfield?”

EXPLANATION: The underline portion means that the voters are agreeing to repay
the $10,000,000 loan with increases in their property taxes if they are needed.
Increased property taxes ARE at risk and guarantee this bond! Why didn’t the Council
explain it? Bias? Trying to protect it’s misleading claim that “parking improvements
will not impose any burden on taxpayers”??

Why didn’t the Town Council EXPLAIN the Ballot Question? Read the Question and understand WHY ...

PAID FOR BY ECHAUSSE FOR COUNCIL, MICHAEL CASH (TREASURER) & CARUANA FOR COUNCIL, TOM RIPPERGER  TREASURER).

Garage Is Not in Town’s Best Interest;
Let’s Restore Civility to Westfield

I would like to thank the mayor and the
town council for their patience and persever-
ance in dealing with what has become a very
big issue in our town, the proposed parking
garage. I know that it has not been easy.

While I know that some of you have
dedicated much effort into seeing the
garage become reality, I would like to
express my opposition to the proposed
garage and explain why.

The need for the proposed garage has
not been absolutely proven. And, while
some perceive that we have a parking
problem, a thorough search of alternative
solutions have not been fully explored.
Furthermore, the proposed solution is sim-
ply too expensive for the number of park-
ing spaces provided for by the garage.

Another important point is the traffic
implications. Studies conducted indicate
that existing traffic conditions in the area
are lamentable, at best. The proposal will
only exacerbate the problem if mitigating
solutions are not undertaken.

Unfortunately, no mitigating measures
have been offered. No one wants an in-
crease in car and pedestrian-car accidents
in our town! This is especially pertinent
given the number of children who walk to
the two schools proximate to the garage.

I ask the council to consider these
points and the wishes of the majority of
Westfield citizens to be expressed in the
upcoming referendum. I also ask the
council to regain the civility that seems
to have been lost in the process of deter-
mining the fate of this garage. It’s dis-

turbing to see the level of anger that has
characterized the debate over this pro-
posal. We’re all citizens of Westfield,
neighbors, friends, and colleagues. Let’s
try to act like it.

Robin Rosen Chang
Westfield

Westfield Resident Feels DWC Should
Invest Their Money in Downtown

I cannot believe the audacity of the
DWC at their meeting last week. Reading
their official statement on the proposed
redevelopment project floored me.

DWC Chairman Alan DeRose said
“Unfortunately there has not been any
direct contact with this board concerning
partnering with the DWC to make park-
ing improvements a reality. Despite this
lack of communication, we stand ready to
assist the town in doing what is fair and
equitable to make this project happen.”

Mr. DeRose, members of the DWC
have attended town council meetings.
Some, including DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin, have addressed the
council about this very project. The town
council has presented its proposal to the
public at its meetings, in the press, on TV-
36, and on the Internet. What does the
DWC want, an engraved invitation?

No, they want to save their money and
spend $1,880 of it on a bronze plaque to

adorn the building that houses their office
to commemorate the Great American
Main Street Award, since the original
plaque “is very nice but it doesn’t give
any context as to when we won the award.”

Instead of spending an as yet unknown
amount of money to place black sleeves
over existing parking meter poles (I hope
a Request For Qualification has been pub-
lished), why don’t they sponsor a contest
for school children to decorate the meter
poles and heads (the poles and meter
heads would have to be prepared first by
priming and also masking areas that can-
not be painted).

Let the DWC get its priorities straight.
If the parking is to benefit employees,
then it’s only fair to pay their share. The
financials for the proposal require the
$50,000 contribution from the DWC. It’s
the right thing to do.

Jeffrey Messing
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Voting Is Best Show of
Faith in Our Country
As the current president of the Westfield

Area League of Women Voters, I would
like to give The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times newspa-
pers a huge thank you for their contribu-
tion to voter service. This year, as in years
past, the Leader/Times has sent to your
home a copy of this election issue whether
or not you subscribe.

In the interest of voter awareness and
citizen participation, the League of
Women Voters commends the publisher
not only for taking on this expense but for
caring enough to inform all of the house-
holds in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Fanwood, in addition
to other towns in our county.

I tip my hat also to the Women’s Club
of Westfield for their continued good acts
for voter participation.

We urge all voters to go to the polls on
Tuesday. This is the best demonstration
of faith in our country and our way of life.

Merry Wisler
Westfield


