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POWERS HAS TOUCHDOWN PASS STOLEN IN END ZONE

Farmer Footballers Trip Up
Westfield Blue Devils, 24-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Good fortune was not on the
Westfield High School football team’s
side when the Union Farmers rolled
into Kehler Stadium in Westfield and
left with a 24-3 victory on October 23
and a 25-18 edge in wins/losses since
the rivalry began. The 0-6 Blue Dev-
ils, who had been struggling all sea-
son to put points on the scoreboard,
could muster only a 29-yard field
goal from kicker Paul Goldweitz but
also watched another would be touch-
down vanish on a ruled interception
in the first half.

The Farmers accumulated 246 yards
rushing on 32 carries and were led by
Paul Harper, who carried 15 times for
138 yards, including a 50-yard touch-
down (TD) run and a five-yard TD run.
The Blue Devils were held to 52 ground
yards on 27 carries and quarterback
Mike Patella completed four of 11
passes for 54 yards. Patella’s favorite
target, tight end Bryan Power, who
had been covered by cornerback Luis
Coral, had three receptions for 49 yards
and added an interception from his
linebacker position.

“The coaches noticed that number
22 (Coral) would have a hard time
covering me, so we started to open it
up a little bit,” said Power.

The 2-4 Farmers took only 28 sec-

onds to score their first touchdown.
After returning the kickoff to the
Union 26, Raphael Lee rolled around
the right side for a 24-yard gain, then
on the next play, Harper tried to blast
off-tackle but found no hole, so he
darted around the left side for his 50-
yard TD. Joe Minneci kicked the point
after to put the Farmers up, 7-0.

The Blue Devils answered by
marching the ball from midfield to
the Farmer 13 on 10 plays before
Goldweitz booted his 29-yard field
goal, making the score 7-3 with 3:44
left in the first quarter.

On the Farmers next possession,
Power intercepted at midfield and
returned the ball to the Farmer 35.

“The coaches told us about their
crossing routes. They had the tight end
crossing, so I stepped in front of him
and picked it off,” explained Power.

With the help of a 10-yard holding
penalty, unfortunately against
Westfield, the Blue Devils turned the
ball over on downs.

Midway through the second quar-
ter, the Blue Devils got a great chance
to take the lead when Tom DelDuca
attempted to pick up a fumble as it
rolled deeper into Farmer territory,
but eventually teammate Jayshawn
King recovered the ball at the 19-yard
line. Later, on fourth down from the
22, Patella hit Power in the end zone

with what appeared to be a TD pass.
After he hit the ground, a Farmer
safety seemed to come up with the
ball. The referee ruled it an intercep-
tion and the Farmers got the ball on
the 20-yard line.

“I had both hands on the ball. I had
the ball for two seconds in the end zone
with my knees down then I let go of the
ball because I thought it was a touch-
down. The kid grabbed it and they
called it a touchback,” Power described.
“If we scored right there, I don’t think
they would have come back.”

The Farmers took advantage of their
good fortune and moved the ball to
the Westfield six where Minneci
kicked a 23-yard field goal to give the
Farmers a 10-3 lead at the half.

With 3:10 remaining in the third
quarter, the Farmers concluded a 10-
play 91-yard march with Harper’s
five-yard sprint into the end zone.
The Farmers’ final touchdown came
with 7:11 left in the game when quar-
terback Matt Melody scored on a
two-yard keeper to cap a 29-yard
drive that was set up by a partially
blocked punt.

“It really kills me that we lost. We
definitely had a shot to win,” said
Power. “We could have brought our
‘A’ game, but we didn’t.”
Union 7 3 7 7 24
Westfield 3 0 0 0 3

BLUE DEVIL GIRLS GRAB THIRD PLACE AT 101.025

Dayton/Brearley Tops Raiders
For UCT Gymnastics Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense of the Union County Gym-
nastics title became even more diffi-
cult with the sudden surge of talent
from the Dayton/Brearley squad.
Normally, it could be expected to see
Westfield, Cranford or Scotch Plains-
Fanwood battling it out for top hon-
ors; however, it was the Dayton/
Brearley girls who captured the crown
with a team score of 102.85 in

Cranford on October 22.
Prior to the meet, Raider Head

Coach Lisa Cerchio commented about
her team’s preparedness, “They have

been pretty consistent halfway
through the season. The girls have put
in their new skills. They have been
working with them. We are just hop-
ing that everything pulls together to-
day. Hopefully, they are going to stick
their beam routines today.”

The defending champion Raiders
placed second with a total of 101.525
– their third-best of the season. The
Blue Devils finished third with a
101.025 total and the hosting Cou-

gars took fourth at 94.0. Union Catho-
lic placed fifth at 92.7.

Tiffany Lewis of Elizabeth captured
the highest all-around score with a
36.35 total. She placed first in the vault
and uneven bars with respective scores
of 9.2 and 9.05, second on the balance
beam with a 9.0 and third on the floor
exercises with a 9.0. Raider Jackie
DeJohn, who demonstrated grace in
her dance skills and explosiveness on
her back somersaults, took top honors
on the floor with a personal-best 9.25.

Blue Devil Claire Macdonald, who
was first in the all-around at the Cou-
gar Invitational on October 8, fin-
ished fifth with an all-around score of
35.275. She took third on the vault at
8.85, fourth on the beam at 8.9, fifth
on the floor at 8.925 and sixth on the
unevens at 8.6.

Prior to the meet, Macdonald dis-
cussed her concerns, especially with
the uneven bars at Cranford.

“I was going to put in harder skills
if there were bigger bars, but since the
bars are the same, I can’t do what I
normally do. I added some jumps on

floor that are high bonus so I can get
a few extra tenths on that. I am stron-
gest at beam. As long as I stick every-
thing, I can get a good score.”

Raider Katie Zaleski took sixth in
the all-around with a total of 35.1.
Her best individual placement came
on the uneven bars where she per-
formed giant swings and alit with a
toe on, front off tuck dismount to
place second with a 9.025. Zaleski
also placed fifth on the beam at 8.8
and sixth in the vault at 8.45.

“She has been pretty consistent so
far this year,” Cerchio said of Zaleski.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Dayton/Brearley (D) 102.850, 2.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 101.525, 3.
Westfield (W) 101.025, 4. Cranford (C)
94.0, 5. Union Catholic (UC) 92.7, 6.
Johnson (J) 84.350, 7. Union (U) 79, 8.
Elizabeth (E) 52.05, 9. Roselle Park (RP)
32.0, 10. Rahway (R) 31.4

ALL-AROUND:
1. Lewis (E) 36.35, 2. Andie Soblosky

(D) 35.575, 3. Jessica Greenwald (U)
35.35, 4. Marissa Rusin (J) 35.3, 5.
Macdonald (W) 35.275, 6. Zaleski (S) 35.1

VAULT:
1. Lewis (E) 9.2, 2. Sablosky (D) 8.95,

3. Macdonald (W) 8.85, 4. Rusin (J) 8.8,
5. Greenwald (U) 8.8, 6. Zaleski (S) 8.45

UNEVEN BARS:
1. Lewis (E) 9.05, 2. Zaleski (S) 9.025,

3. Rusin (J) 8.9, 4. Greenwald (U) 8.8, 5.
Sablosky (D) 8.6, 6. Macdonald (W) 8.6

BALANCE BEAM:
1. Greenwald (U) 9.05, 2. Lewis (E)

9.0, 3. Sablosky (D) 8.95, 4. Macdonald
(W) 8.9, 5. Zaleski (S) 8.8, 6. Rusin (J) 8.75

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. DeJohn (S) 9.25, 2. Sablosky (D)

9.075, 3. Lewis (E) 9.0, 4. Jessica Zalutko
(D) 9.0, 5. Macdonald (W) 8.925, 6. Lisa
Madonia (D) 8.875

WESTFIELD                  $549,000

Premier residence nestled on 1.146 acres on a tree lined cul-de-sac.  This estate like enclave boasts a
custom Ranch style home, climate controlled 3 car garage, storage barn, gazebo and pool.  The main
house boasts a walk out entertaining level and spacious floorplan.  2 Orchard Dr. will enchant you . . .
Call for your personal tour.  Cooper to lt  Rahway Rd rt Raritan rt Orchard #2  (052009603)

SCOTCH PLAINS                                                                                           $879,000
This magnificent  4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home boasts Colonial charm and architectural details throughout its spacious
rooms.  The 2 story foyer w/Palladian window opens to a sunny living room.  A formal dining room overlooks lush rear
yard.  the eat-in-kitchen includes custom cabinetry & separate dining area.  Family room w/wood burning fireplace
and slider to patio and much more.  All this, on a professionally landscaped property w/circular drive.  (052009747)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $699,000

Beautiful, well maintained Split Level home located on a large corner property in Westfield’s tree-lined
Draper Estates section.  Three bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, eat-in kitchen, central air, hardwood floors under
carpet, attached garage & much more.  New sliders lead to both patio & deck overlooking a well kept,
landscaped backyard.  A great home for both comfort & entertaining.  Move in condition. (052009848)

MOUNTAINSIDE                       $669,000
This home boasts an inviting floor plan with 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, oversized rooms, hardwood floors and
abundant closet space.  Enormous 2,200 sq. ft. basement with 9’ ceilings - perfect for workshops or additional living
area.  Set on a professionally landscaped lot on a tranquil tree lined cul-de-sac.  Ten min. to Midtown Direct train.
School bus stops within 50’ of front door.  A perfect place to call home.  Make it yours today!  Call Pat for a private
showing.  (052009522)

Spacious and Sunny RanchHouse Beautiful

Open House Sun 10/31  1-5PMDraper Estates

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
LEAPING HIGH…Raider Jackie
DeJohn performs a high leap on the
balance beam.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
WORKING THE VAULT…Blue Devil
Claire Macdonald practices her hand-
spring, full twisting dismount on the vault.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RELAXING BEFORE THE TOURNAMENT…The Blue Devil gymnastics team
gather on the mat and relax a little prior to the start of the Union County
Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEEPING AROUND THE OUTSIDE…Blue Devil quarterback Mike Patella, No. 17, sweeps around the left side looking
for an opening against the Farmers. Patella had four completions for 54 yards and his favorite receiver, Bryan Power, had
three receptions for 49 yards.


