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Raiders Give Coach Breznitsky
His 500th Career Soccer Win

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

tional titles and seven state Group 3
titles. He collected his 400th career
victory with a 10-0 conquest of New-
ark East Side on October 13, 1999.

“The first game was a 5-0 victory
in 1975 over Roselle Catholic,” re-
called Breznitsky who was also a
Raider baseball coach at the time
who “strongly” recruited for his soc-
cer team and got one of his baseball
players, Ed Zazzali whose son Ed
played on the soccer team last year.
Another player on his 1975 team was
the father of senior A.J. Appezzato
(2004 Raider soccer team) and an-
other baseball player, Henry Janssen,
played for his 1976 and 1977 teams.

“As a matter of fact, he was the very

first guy (Raider) to do the flip throw,”
said Breznitsky of Janssen. “He was
big. He was big and strong!”

That 1975 team finished with a 13-
6 record and was seeded eighth in the
Union County tournament and
Janssen, a catcher on the Raiders’
1977 state championship baseball
team, later became an All-American
baseball player for Seton Hall Uni-
versity and was drafted by the Hous-
ton Astros.

“At that time, they seeded only
eight teams for the tournament and
we were seeded eighth. Berkeley
Heights was seeded number 1. We
beat them 1-0 and AJ’s father, who
was a sophomore at the time, scored
the lone goal,” Breznitsky recalled.

After the nostalgia, Breznitsky re-
turned to 2004 and said, “Not just the
longevity and a tremendous number
of great players, but you don’t do it
alone. My assistant coach Joe
Martarulo, who has been with me for
10 years and who was on our first
state championship team deserves an
awful lot of credit. John Turnbull, our
JV coach does a great job. We are all
on the same page. It took us 10 years
to build the program and in 1985
when we first burst onto the scene as
one of the top teams in the state, we
have been there ever since. It is harder
to get started and easier to keep go-
ing, because each team wants to do
better than the previous team. This
team started out 1-2. Now they are
14-3. That’s a tribute to their hard
work and the belief that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School soccer is one
of the best if not (the best) in the
state.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 2 2
Cranford 0 0 0

HAMBLETON DRILLS IN TWO GOALS

SP-F Raiders Stagger
Cougar Soccer Girls, 3-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Raiders never forgot their open-
ing day encounter in September when
the Cranford Cougars snarled for a 1-
1 tie late in the game. That memory
was dispelled as the (10-1-1) Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High school girls’
soccer team tamed Cranford, 3-0, on
October 20 in Scotch Plains.

“We had a week and a half layoff
where we didn’t play, so we were a
little worried about getting back into
things,” said Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing. “The last two games
were against teams that were a little
weaker and we really needed to step
it up today and the kids did. We didn’t
play the best brand of soccer, but we
played well and I was proud of them
especially after the first time we
played Cranford.”

The superb Raider defense made
sure that the majority of the game
would be contested in Cougar terri-
tory. Goalkeeper Lauren Mains was
focused as usual and was credited
with seven saves.

“Defensively, Mains in goal and
sophomore Allie Zazzali at sweeper
(who I hardly ever take off the field)
really control things back there.
They’re great kids! They work hard
and never complain about anything,”
commented Ewing. “Fullbacks, se-
niors Lauren Perrotta, Carly Wells;
they all do a great job for us, along
with freshman Bridget Cornwell, and
Kristen Henkel. It’s younger kids
mixed with some older kids back
there and they’re all doing a great
job.”

Despite concentrating on defend-
ing against the Cougar front, the Raid-
ers hit pay dirt when Mintz curled a
corner kick from the left side to Rigano

who penetrated the box and fired a
bullet into the upper corner at 5:59 to
give the Raiders a, 1-0 first half lead.

The Raiders continued to apply the
pressure when seven minutes and 43
seconds later into the second half,
Allie Hambleton positioned herself
properly in front of the cage on a
corner kick from Rigano and stuffed
a header into the net.

“We wanted to stay wide and hit it
up to the forwards so they could beat
them with their speed,” said Rigano.

Then at 18:56, Jenna Balestriere
drilled a line drive into a crowd of
Cougars defenders. The ball found its
way onto the foot of Hambleton who
repeated her feat by zipping it through
the crowd for the final goal.

“Today, it definitely was a lot of

hard work, heart, dedication and team
work. We all carry a very good atti-
tude on the field, we’re positive and
motivated,” explained Perrotta. “De-
fensively, we continuously tell our-
selves, ‘no goals, mark tight, beat
them to the ball and win every fifty-
fifty ball.’ As long as they’re not in
our defensive end of the field, we’re
doing our job. It’s just about how we
execute our game. We feel as long as
we give it 110 percent, we can win the
counties.”

Asked if all the ammunition had
arrived, the guns loaded and every-
thing set to go, Ewing said, “Hope-
fully! Sometimes they’re shooting
blanks, but the kids have been work-
ing hard. Our main goal is to win the
Watchung Conference Title and go
from there.”

MARKOWSKI FINDS MARK FOR GOAL

Blue Devil Girls Shutout
GL, 1-0, in Field Hockey

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The visiting Governor Livingston
High School field hockey team found
the going rough as host Westfield
proved to be a vicious foe with the
sticks, sending the Highlanders home
with a 1-0 setback on October 14. The
4-8-3 Blue Devils did everything right
by firing off 20 corners while 26 shots
rang off their sticks.

Despite the shelling, only one shot
by senior right-winger Michelle
Markowski on an assist by senior
midfielder Lauren Purdy found its
mark. Blue Devil keeper Jessica
Ropars did what she had to do by
halting two shots.

The game was highlighted by a
marvelous defensive performance by
Highlander senior captain/goalkeeper
Sam Pingor who withstood a volley
of 26 shots while making 15 saves.

“That’s been the story of the sea-
son. Twenty-six shots on goal and we
only scored once. We just haven’t
been able to finish,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Maggie McFadden. “I
believe we played well over time and

I think we have gotten better from the
twenty five to the twenty five but
we’re not finishing in the offensive
circle. We’re keeping other teams in
the game and with one mistake they
could tie or beat you. It’s not the fact
that the kids are not working out there
because they are and they’re improv-
ing. I was very happy with Markowski
getting in there and putting the ball in
the goal. I challenged them at half-
time to step up and they did.”

The Blue Devils fired 13 corners
and 10 dangerous shots, which were
deflected, in the first half. In the sec-
ond half, the Blue Devils launched a
massive assault into Highlander coun-
try and pressured keeper Pingor, but
she successfully deflected a volley of
shots until Markowski converted off
a feed from Purdy for the lone goal
with 17:41 remaining.

“The ball just kept rebounding off
the goalie’s pad and we just kept on
pushing for it”, said Markowski. “As
far as our offense was concerned, a lot
of us just were not in the game in the
first half. We picked it up in the second
half but we need to become more ag-
gressive, keeping our sticks on the ball,
keep pushing for it and finishing.”

Commenting on the Highlander, 1-
14 season, Pingor said, “Our team shows
a lot of heart. Skill wise, we’re not that
great but we really put everything into
it. We work so hard at it and we de-
served to win more games. Even though
we didn’t, we kept our heads and spirits
up because we felt we could do it. The
future for the Highlander field hockey
program promises to be very success-
ful. With all of the new coaches this
year, we started the beginning of a
really strong and great program.”
Gov. Livingston 0 0 0
Westfield 0 1 1

Devil V’ballers Quell
Cougars, 25-20, 25-10
The Westfield High School girls

volleyball team overcame rival
Cranford, 25-20, 25-10, in Westfield
on October 20 to up its record to 12-
5. Lizzy Myers led the charge, espe-
cially in the second game where she
served up 11 straight points with five
aces.

In the first game, the Blue Devils
matched unforced errors with 12 kills
until Tara Daly rolled off six straight
service points to finish the game.
Daly had nine service points in that
game and Erin Roudebush, who to-
taled 11 kills, made seven of them in
Game 1.

In Game 2, Myers’ 11 service points
were supported by Roudebush’s and
Jillian Olsen’s kills.

WF’s Connors Having
Great Year at NC State

North Carolina State sophomore
goalkeeper Megan Connors, from
Westfield, is having a great season in
goal for the Wolfpack women’s soc-
cer team. Connors has posted an im-
pressive 1.14 for average goals al-
lowed per game for the season.

On October 12, she had a career-
high 12 saves in an ACC game against
Duke University. She also finished
with nine saves against No. 2 Univer-
sity of North Carolina.
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If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
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In Westfield

CLARK $364,900 FANWOOD $349,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $759,900 WESTFIELD $725,000

Perfect “Starter” home!  Lovingly & immaculately maintained 3 Bedroom Colonial
on quiet street is near school and offers a new Kitchen with main floor Family
Room, sweet backyard with patio and gas grill.  Low taxes!

Charming Cape Cod in move-in condition offers an updated Eat-In Kitchen,
newer furnace, Central Air Conditioning and appliances, Recreation Room in
basement, lovely yard with deck and is conveniently located close to park, town
and transportation.

Spectacular 5 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Custom home situated on a picturesque setting
with 3-car garage.  The open floor plan is ideal for comfortable living and indoor/
outdoor entertaining.  Gorgeous hardwood floors, 2 wood burning fireplaces
and finely crafted wood elements throughout compliment this fabulous home.
Situated on .36 acres, this home is a must see!

Elegant, 1920’s Dutch Colonial with large, sunny rooms, high ceilings, crown

moldings and a center hall fireplace.  Enjoy the beautiful Dining Room with

built-in china cabinet and a leaded glass window.  The screened-in porch is

charming.  A wonderful home, close to downtown and transportation.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: DOROTHY G. ESTERLY, De-
ceased

Pursuant to the order of James S.
LaCorte, Surrogate of the County of Union,
made on the 22ND day of OCTOBER,
A.D. 2004, upon the application of the
undersigned, as ADMIN. CTA of the es-
tate of said deceased, notice is hereby
given to the creditors of said deceased to
exhibit to the subscriber under oath or
affirmation their claims and demands
against the estate of said deceased within
six months from the date of said order.

ELLEN ROLAND
ADMIN. CTA

ATTORNEYS
LINDABURY, MC CORMICK &
ESTABROOK
53 CARDINAL DRIVE
P.O. BOX 2369
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091
1 T - 10/28/04, The Leader Fee: $20.40

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
receives congratulations from a fan after gaining his 500th career victory after the
Raiders’ 2-0 win over Cranford.

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times
Raider Goalie Lauren Mains

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A STATEMENT…Despite a battering of 26 Blue Devil shots, High-
lander goal keeper Jessica Ropars stayed tough and allowed one goal by Michelle
Markowski on an assist by Lauren Purdy. Westfield won, 1-0.


