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LEISCHNER NETS GOAL, ASSISTS HUETHER’S GOAL

Raiders Give Coach Breznitsky
His 500th Career Soccer Win

BLUE DEVILS, PERRELLA TAKE 2ND IN BOYS RACE

Raider Girls Beat Blue Devils
By Whisker for WC XC Title

By Q. T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirty years in the making; how-
ever, the time finally came when the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys soccer team delivered Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky his 500th ca-
reer win by defeating the hosting
Cranford Cougars, 2-0, at Walnut
Avenue Elementary School Field on
October 20. It was only fitting that
one of his team captains, Greg

Leischner, made that fete possible by
netting the game’s first goal and as-
sisting senior Chris Huether on the
second goal.

“We knew that it was his 500th
career win coming and we wanted to
get a good win out of it,” said
Leischner.

Well! The Raiders did get a good
win in the sense that they out-shot the
Cougars, 11-5, and had goalie Neil
DellaValle scrambling to make eight

saves. The Raiders also had an 8-4
edge in corner kicks and Raider keeper
Brian Meredith was challenged only
four times en route to his ninth shut-
out of the season.

After a scoreless first half in which
the Raiders out-shot the 7-6 Cougars,
6-2, Leischner penetrated the middle
and headed Billy Albizati’s corner
kick into the net 12 minutes into the
second half.

“It was a corner kick. Billy just sent
it to the middle. I had the middle and
put a head on it,” explained Leischner.

The icing goal came in the 28th
minute when Leischner chased the
ball down to the left corner and
launched a left-footed shot into the
center where Huether charged in and
butted the ball into the net.

“It was a left foot cross. Chris was
there and he headed it in,” said
Leischner.

After beginning slowly, losing two
of their first three games, the 14-3
Raiders have found success with their
depth and have been on a roll.

“We have been turning it on. We
got the losses out of us. It’s better
losing at the beginning of the season
than at the end so, hopefully, we can
keep the winning streak going,” said
Leischner.

The victory elevated Breznitsky’s
career record to 500-111-38 for an
.818 percentage. His teams amassed,
18 Watchung Conference titles, nine
Union County titles, 11 state sec-

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Waiting for the results had to create
edginess for both the Westfield High
School and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
girls cross-country teams after the
conclusion of the girls’ portion of
the Watchung Conference Cham-
pionships at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 21. In the end,
the Blue Devils and Raiders both
finished with a 35 total, but the
Raiders successfully defended its
National Division title by virtue of
a sixth-runner tiebreaker.

Cranford’s Laura Gallo crossed
first with a time of 19:58 followed
by Raiders Mary Shashaty and
Laura Harrison with respective
times of 20:10 and 20:29. Headed
by Annie Onishi, the Blue Devils
took the fourth through seventh
spots with Onishi at 20:38, Jenni-
fer Danielson at 20:40, Rachel
Barrett at 20:47 and Anne Siwulec
at 20:58. Raiders Allie Hoynes-
O’Connor at 21:14 and Samantha
Gates at 21:18 placed ninth and
10th, respectively. Raiders Liz Elko
finished in 21:27 and Samantha
Carow, the No. 6 runner, crossed in
21:36. Blue Devils Kim Legones
crossed in 21:42 and Rose Driscoll,
the No. 6 runner, crossed in 21:47.

“She’s (Gallo) the real deal,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish who added, “Their (Raiders)
sixth runner was 10th. Our sixth run-
ner was 13th. You can’t ask for any
better in cross-country. Our girls did
outstanding. You can’t coach a
tiebreaker. You just tell kids that ev-
eryone matters. In this race, we are

running American Division, National
Division. In between, you have no
way of knowing. Therefore, they
wouldn’t know, we wouldn’t know.
You just have to run fast. Their No. 6

runner today was the most important
runner on their team.”

“I knew they (Westfield) would be
back,” said Raider Coach Jeff Koegel,
who was celebrating his birthday. “It
never used to be a rivalry. Last year, it
picked up a lot and we went back and

forth. They really put it out there,
the Westfield girls. I thought we
lost until I looked at the clipboard
after the race and added things up.
The difference today was Laura
Harrison beating their first girl,
which didn’t happen last week, and
Sam Carow, our sixth getting in
before their fifth.”

Last week, the Raiders defeated
the Blue Devils, 24-33, in a dual
meet, so as the Union County
Championships, won by Westfield
last year, nears (November 3 at
Warinanco Park), the competition
between the two rivals has heated
significantly.

“Scotch Plains got off to a really
good start and we ran our regular
tactical race. We just ran out of
course,” Hornish said of the dual
meet.

“It will be interesting to see how
the teams outside of our confer-
ence will affect things. Oak Knoll
has a few decent girls and the girl
from Roselle Catholic is good as
well. That may change the dynam-

ics quite a bit,” said Koegel of the
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LUKER SLIDES IN WINNING GOAL, KAPE SCORES

Soccer Blue Devils Topple
UC Viking Girls, 2-1, in UCT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School soccer
girls displayed their determination
when senior midfielder Gio Palatucci
properly placed a free kick to Gillian
Kape, who found the net to produce a
2-1 victory over third-seeded Union
Catholic in the Union County Tour-
nament quarterfinals in Berkeley
Heights on October 23.

“Winning this game definitely is a
big accomplishment for us because
one of the goals was to make it farther
in the counties than last year when
they lost to Cranford,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Katie Egan. “In the first
half, I didn’t think we executed our
game plan very well. We didn’t win
as many fifty-fifty balls as I would of
liked; however, two girls who nor-
mally don’t score a lot scored the two
goals scored today. I think that says a
lot about our team. We had our mo-
ments of great passing sequences and
once we got into our groove, we were

winning more fifty-fifties, balls out
of the air and kept the ball on the
ground. We didn’t give up and we
didn’t hang our heads when they
scored. I told the girls that I wanted to
win this one, (I don’t know if that
helped them) but they wanted it just
as bad and they delivered.”

Blue Devil goalkeeper Lauren
Sinnenberg and Viking keeper Katie
Piotrowski made seven saves apiece.

The Blue Devils turned up the in-
tensity early in the first half and bom-
barded the Viking goal area with a
constant shelling although several
shots sailed high over the crossbar.
The first Devil goal came when sopho-
more midfielder Mary Kate Luker
struck gold off a feed by sophomore
midfielder Kape at 29.38.

In the second half, Viking
midfielder Lara Kaminski, on a
breakaway, crossed the ball over a
host of defenders to forward Amanda
Pitts who outmaneuvered the Blue
Devil keeper and ripped a shot inside

the left post to tie the match at 1-1 in
the 61st minute.

“Pitts and Kaminski are very pow-
erful when they get the ball and one of
our goals was to keep it way from them
and we did a nice job of shutting them
down, “ said Egan. “Pitts got through
on that goal but that’s tough to stop
when she’s right in front of the goal.”

Viking defender Michelle Simpson,
who had never played soccer before
this year and delivered a very intense
gutsy performance, said, “I never
played defense before. I love the way
we play our hearts out. I love how we
work as a team, I love our coaches
and the team supported me the whole
way. This is a team that delivers 110
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STAYING CLOSE IN THE PACK…Raider senior Mary Shashaty, right, is in the thick of the front-running pack at the
half-mile point of the Watchung Conference cross-country championships at Warinanco Park in Roselle.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING AWAY TOWARD THE GOAL…Raider Matt Fleissner, No. 22,
breaks towards the Cougar goal and later gets off a shot.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOME STRETCH…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella
trails Cougar Joe McKenney down the home
stretch.


