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Road Closures
Reported in WF

WESTFIELD – Sections of
North and South Avenues and
East Broad Street will be closed
on Wednesday, October 27
through Friday, October 29
weather permitting.

Beginning at 9 p.m. on Octo-
ber 27 until 6 a.m. on October 28
the roads will be closed for mill-
ing purposes. At no time will all
of the roads be shut down. North
Avenue will be closed from Pros-
pect Street to Clark Street, East
Broad Street will be closed from
Prospect Street to the Plaza and
South Avenue will be closed from
West Broad Street (through the
circle) to Westfield Avenue.

Between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. on
October 28 and 29 there will be
lane closing and alternate traffic.
The majority of the work will
occur after rush hour.

Motorists are asked to use al-
ternate routes and are advised to
expect heavy traffic delays on
Central Avenue, Tuttle Parkway,
East Broad Street and Elm Street
because of the road closures.

For more information contact
the Westfield Police Department
at (908) 789-6065, the Westfield
Engineering Department at (908)
789-4100, the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation at
(908) 301-0300 or the contractor
Perrello Inc.at (973) 663-4585.

DWC Gavels Councilman;
Nixes Deck Contribution

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Monday night meeting of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) ended with a powerful bang of
the gavel by Chairman Alan DeRose
concluding the discussion of the tu-
multuous proposed parking deck.

Councilman Peter Echausse, Chair-

man of the Westfield Town Council
Finance Committee, had asked that a
resolution be placed on the agenda to
adopt or reject the parking garage/
redevelopment financial plan that was
approved by the Westfield Town
Council on September 28.

The DWC was presented with the
details of the parking plan in Septem-

ber along with a financial plan on
how the Town of Westfield intends to
repay a $10 million bond issue that
would fund the proposed garage at
Prospect and Elm Streets.

The town council endorsed the fi-
nancial plan, which relies on a finan-
cial contribution by the DWC assess-
ment, as well as changes in parking
prices that affect downtown busi-
nesses, shoppers and employees at
their meeting on September 28. The
council feels it is pertinent for voters
to know prior to Election Day whether
or not the town’s financial plan has
the backing of the DWC so that voters
can make an informed decision in
regards to the non-binding referen-
dum question that will be placed on
the November ballot.

Councilman Echausse addressed
the board stating, “What I want to
accomplish is to clarify some details.
We (the town council) are asking for
a financial contribution (from the
DWC). We have promised residents
that we are going to keep this (cost of
the deck) off their backs.”

He asked the DWC board to con-
firm the sale of annual permits (or the
revenue shortfall) for the number of
spaces reserved for downtown em-
ployees, as well as an equity contri-
bution be made by downtown prop-
erty owners for each downtown em-
ployee permit by contributing $10
per month per permit through their
special assessment tax levy. This con-
tribution would annualize to $50,000
or a 7 percent contribution towards
annual debt payments.

Councilman Echausse stated that
the board has had five weeks to study
the financial proposal and has had
adequate time to reflect on the
“strengths and weaknesses” of the
proposal.

“The voters have a right and need
to know if the financial plan does or
does not have the support of the DWC
and the constituents it represents,” he
concluded.

The town council has asked the
DWC for a $50,000 contribution to
offset the cost of the proposed Rede-
velopment Plan. Tim Tracy of
Desmond Associates recommended
the contribution to confirm the DWC’s
commitment to the project.

Wording of Deck Flyer Discussed,
Town Wide Mailing Will Occur

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Town of Westfield will spend
over $4,000 to do a town wide mail-
ing on the parking garage referen-
dum.

Council members had e-mailed
their comments on the one page flyer
to Town Administrator James Gildea
and he then forwarded those com-
ments to the entire council. While the
original draft of the flyer was given to
the newspaper, the council’s com-
ments were not made public at the
meeting.

The flyer lists objectives, the plan,
the financial strategy and the result,
as well as a reprint of the referendum
question.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said that he would like to
see a concern category on the flyer,
which would include traffic concerns
as well as the possibility that the
garage could cause a tax increase.

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky said that the possible need
for a tax levy was included in the
language of the referendum. How-

ever, Councilman Echausse said that
it was important to explain to the
residents what a General Obligation
bond means, and he asked the mem-
bers of the council to be open minded.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that traffic will in-
crease in the Prospect and Elm Street
area whether a garage is built or not.
He said that the increase in parking

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PUBLIC SERVANT…Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) served pancakes to the public at the Westfield National Guard
Armory on Saturday. The pancake breakfast fundraiser was held to benefit the families of the National Guard. The Westfield
Unit, the 250th Signal Battalion will leave for Iraq on Election Day.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A GREAT DAY…On October 7 the Westfield Fire Department had it’s swearing
in of two new firefighters and promoted two other firefighters. Lieutenant Klebaur
was promoted to Captain. Captain Klebaur started on the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment on August 1, 1987. He was then promoted to Lieutenant on September 1, 1995.
Firefighter Anthony Tiller was promoted to Lieutenant. Lieutenant Tiller started
on the department as a Volunteer in January 1993 then became a paid Firefighter
October 1, 1997. Volunteer Firefighter Craig Manning who started on June 1, 2000
was sworn in as a Firefighter. The last swearing in was Volunteer Louis Cerchio was
sworn in as a paid Firefighter. Firefighter Cerchio started as a volunteer on January
1, 2003. Pictured, left to right, are: Captain Klebaur, Firefighter Manning, Chief
John Castellano, Firefighter Cerchio, and Lieutenant Tiller.

DRUG SNIFFING DOGS WILL SEARCH WHS

WHS Principal Concerned
About Drug Trafficking

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Violence, vandalism, and substance
abuse increased at Westfield High
School (WHS) during the 2003-2004
school year according to a report given
to the Westfield Board of Education
at it’s meeting this Tuesday.

During the 2003-2004 school year,
42 offenses were reported at WHS,
up from just 23 the previous school
year.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix
attributed the increase to “over-zeal-
ous” reporting of incidents by the
administration. “We’re being more
rigorous,” he said

The report, given by Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. William Foley
and Dr. Petix, broke down offenses
into five separate categories, includ-
ing simple assault, substance abuse,
theft, vandalism, weapons violations,
and sex offenses.

“It’s the kind of stuff where when
you have a lot of teenagers together in
one place, will happen,” said Dr. Foley.

All reported instances of simple
assault involved male students in vio-
lations ranging from slapping fellow
students to posting harassing images
of a staff member on a website.

A total of 11 instances of substance
abuse were reported, and all but one
involved males. Board member
Kimberley Rhodes took issue with
the gender slant evident in the drug
statistics, asking, “Why girls aren’t
being caught.”

While discussing the substance
abuse statistics, Dr. Petix told the
board, “I don’t think kids really use
substances in school.” His main con-
cern seemed to lay with the possibil-
ity of the sale and purchase of drugs
on school property. “My feeling is
there is drug trafficking at school,” he
said.

As a deterrent, Dr. Petix has de-
cided to let police bring drug-sniffing
dogs into WHS one time this year for
what he called a “non-specific search.”
To quash worries that this tactic will
be used to catch students rather than
deter them, students will be told in
advance of the search.

“We want to keep this a clean
school,” said Dr. Petix.

A number of thefts were reported
during the 2003-2004 school year,
mostly involving cases of theft from
both regular and gym lockers. There
was one incident each of vandalism,
weapons possession, and sex offenses.

Dr. Foley noted ongoing efforts to
curtail these types of behavior, telling
the board, “We do try to educate and
we do try to intervene.” He also com-
mented on the effect of the increasing
numbers of students at WHS, saying,
“As we become a larger high school,
some of these social problems will
become more evident.”

The board also discussed district

enrollment numbers, which will climb
until at least the 2010-2011 school
year and most likely beyond that.
Additionally, increased enrollment in
first grade classes is putting stress on
class sizes in both Franklin and Wil-
son Elementary Schools. The grow-
ing enrollment will eventually lead to
a schism in student body sizes at the
intermediate level. According to pro-
jected enrollment numbers, Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) will have
approximate 100 more students than
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) by
the 2010-2011 school year.

Board President Anne Riegel noted
that the board has no plans at this time
to redistrict the town in order to alle-
viate the problem.

The board heard an impassioned
plea from WHS sophomore Lindsay
Goldberg for continued support of
the school’s Forensics Team, a new
organization at the school that has
had difficulty finding members in its
infancy. While the club’s official ros-
ters stands at 13 members from its
first two meeting, Lindsay claimed to
have the signatures of an additional
38 students willing to participate. A
Forensics Club exists at EIS, and stu-
dents who join during their middle
school years find fewer outlets for
their interests at WHS.

The Forensics Club was measured
against the need for a second jazz
band at WHS. Of a reported 51 stu-
dents interested in jazz band, there
are approximately 20 seats available
in WHS’ existing jazz band, leaving
upwards of 30 students out.

Mountainside Borough Council
Recognizes Girl Scouts at Meeting

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil opened its regular agenda meeting
Tuesday night with a resolution of
commendation to local girl scouts
who achieved Silver and Gold Awards
for community service.

Members of Troop 185, Amy
DeGaetano, Nora Kinney, Ketherine
Wagner and Lauren Arrigoni received
the Silver Award. Melissa Montagna,
Margaret Hill and Peggy Hennings
from Troop 499 and Charlotte
Azarian, Bridget Greeley, Manuela

DeOliveira, Christina Rosivak and
Michelle Spinella of Troop 517 also
achieved the Silver Award.

Caity Greeley from Troop 424
achieved the Gold Award for design-
ing the landscaping of a duplex house
for Habitat for Humanity in Plainfield.
She solicited over $2,000 worth of
shrubs, trees and flowers. Caity was
responsible for the actual planting
and maintenance of the landscape.

Acting Mayor Werner Schon read
a proclamation in recognition of the
Governor Livingston Highlander
Band for Band Appreciation Week.

Resolutions endorsing the submis-
sion of a Municipal Recycling Ton-
nage Grant Application to the New
Jersey Department of Public Works
and one authorizing a refund of a
duplicate roofing permit fee to Roof
It Contractors in the amount of $54
were approved by the council.

Other resolutions included the
awarding of a bid for paving im-
provement on various streets to
Barone Construction and Equipment
Corp. in the amount of $151,635 as
well as the authorization to the bor-
ough to purchase a new police ve-
hicle.

Three ordinances were also passed
at the meeting including an ordinance

Board Begins Hearing
On East Broad Condos

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Because of the late hour, the
Westfield Planning Board postponed
their decision regarding major site
plan approval at the PNC Bank on
East Broad Street at Tuesday‘s spe-
cial meeting. The meeting was held
to specifically discuss the project pro-
posed by A&R Westfield Lincoln
Plaza, LLC to convert the second and
third floors, which had previously
been used as offices, to eight residen-
tial condominiums. PNC Bank would
continue its operation on the first
floor. The applicants are also propos-
ing an addition to house an elevator.

Irwin Ackerman was introduced
by his attorney, Arthur Attensio, as
the Principal for A&R. He noted that
he bought the PNC building this past
June at auction with no pre-conceived
notion of what he would do with the
building. He noted that in studying
downtown Westfield he found that
there is “a lack of upscale residential
housing to compliment the retail.” He
added that he had found that there are
many residents that want to sell their
big houses and have less to maintain,
but stay in Westfield.

Mr. Ackerman’s assistant, Ms. Gina
Caminito, testified that the PNC bank
currently has approximately 10 em-
ployees, has no hours on Sundays and
closes at 12 p.m. on Saturdays. She
also stated that as far as she knew, the
bank closes daily at 4 p.m.

The third witness to testify on be-
half of the project was Barbara
Vincentsen, architect for the project,
who noted that out of the proposed
eight residential units, two were pro-
posed as two-story duplexes. She
stated that the remaining six were

proposed as flats. Also noted was the
fact that six units were slated as hav-
ing two-bedrooms and the remaining
two units were proposed as one-bed-
rooms. She stated that the entrance to
the residential units would be on the
second floor, where there would be a
lobby with security. She also stated
that of all the units the smallest flat
measured 903 square feet, noting that
the minimum requirement per adult
mandated by Westfield code is 400
square feet.

Engineer, Mike Lazafama, also tes-
tified on behalf of the project stating
that the project included additional
landscaping. He also addressed ques-
tions regarding lighting made by plan-
ning board member Robert Newell,
by stating that he planned to evaluate
the lighting plan an “make it consis-
tent with other businesses in the down-
town area.” Mr. Newell stated that the
current lighting at the site was “very
poor” and that “providing the right
illumination” was very important.

Finally, Richard Keller, a Profes-
sional Planner, testified on behalf of
the project stating “the benefits of
this project outweigh the detriments.”
He stated that the project would “en-
hance Westfield’s master plan by pro-
viding housing for high end empty
nesters.”

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle noted that although “the struc-
ture of the plan was good,” he was
concerned specifically about the park-
ing lot. He stated “you can’t get in or
out of that parking lot right now on a
Saturday morning regardless of extra
residents using spaces.”

Mr. Keller stated that the use of a
building by residents would generate
less need for parking than using the
second and third floors for office space
as it is currently being used.

Mr. Newell pointed out that al-
though the space is approved for of-
fice use, “it hasn’t been fully occu-
pied within the last four or five years.”

Other members of the board were
concerned about the six entrances
that are currently provided at the fa-
cility and asked if eliminating at least
one of them could be included within
the plan.

Resident Neil Sullivan spoke dur-
ing the public portion of the meeting,
and asked Engineer Mike Lazafama
if any traffic studies had been done at
the facility on a Saturday morning to
which he answered “no.”

The applicant is asking relief from
variances including number of park-
ing spaces, parking space width,
length, number of parallel parking

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EDUCATION CUT…The ribbon was cut to officially open the Union County
Vocational Technical School’s new $14 million building. The school offers a four
year full time technical school program to Union County high school students.
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Chairman DeRose answered say-
ing, “We have crafted a statement that
echoes our sentiment.” He continued
by reading the statement as follows:
“The Westfield Town Council has
voted viable the parking finance plan
rolled out several weeks ago. This
plan involves contributions by the
DWC. Unfortunately, there has not
been any direct contact with this board
concerning partnering with the DWC
to make parking improvements a re-
ality. Despite this lack of communi-
cation, we stand ready to assist the
town in doing what is fair and equi-
table to make this project happen.
The DWC Board of Directors agreed
that this financial model is viable.
However, this model shows surplus
well in excess of the DWC contribu-
tions from year one, and we don’t
believe that it is council’s intent to
raise the special assessment to store
money in surplus. We are ready and
willing to have a dialogue with the
town to discuss all options, and look
forward to this partnering.

There have been statements made
by council persons and comments by
the anti-parking lobby indicating that
this parking finance plan is tanta-
mount “to a tax increase.” This is both
specious and misleading. Parking is a
service that requires a fee. Users can
make a decision to purchase that ser-
vice or not. People do not have a
choice in paying a tax increase. Town
council raised parking fees three years
ago with the goal of saving the rev-
enue from that increase to fund a
parking solution. Public parking, as
stated in the Town’s Master Plan, is
an amenity like other town amenities
(sports fields, the municipal pool, the
library) that are supplied and man-
aged by the town. Usage fees are
implemented to control usage and
maintain the asset; they should not be
and are not proper substitutes for
taxes.

The user fee increase outlined in
the current parking financial model
are targeted to fund a parking solu-
tion. They would not be proposed at
all were it not for well documented
parking shortages, understood by this
town council and several town coun-
cils before them. parking revenue
should properly be for parking solu-
tions without taxpayer impact. Fair
user fees direct, as is their purpose,
the distribution of vehicles to the lo-
cations that parking management des-
ignates as proper for the unique use
(shopper, visitor, commuter, em-
ployee) as well as maintaining the
parking system.

This facility will be the center-
piece around a total downtown park-
ing system restructuring. It will ben-
efit commuters, shoppers and mer-
chants. Additionally, the financial
benefits to the town will be great
and will only grow over time. It is
straightforward: parking redevelop-
ment is projected to generate ap-
proximately $150,000 in surplus
revenue in year one; Aggregate sur-
plus reaches $1,500,000 by year
10; surplus funds can be used by
town council as they see fit; this
parking plan moves us forward in
our attempt to reduce a documented
parking shortfall and at the same
time generate significant revenue.

Parking is indeed an amenity pro-

vided by our town. It is important to
note that our town provides and sup-
ports different amenities for the bet-
terment of the town an the lifestyles
of the residents. Each amenity ben-
efits a different constituency. Schools
do not have a direct benefit to resi-
dents without school age children,
while recreation facilities benefit an-
other group of residents. Few would
argue that these amenities don’t ben-
efit all Westfield, be it directly or
indirectly. Together, these amenities
create the fabric of our community.
We support the construction of this
parking facility; believe that it will
have a positive revenue impact as
surpluses accrue over time; and will
benefit the town by helping to im-
prove our citizens access to services,
shopping and transportation. This
improves the quality of life for all
Westfield residents.

We have identified and discussed
the parking deficiency for over 40
years. Let us not be left behind in the
solution. Neighboring communities
such as Summit, Princeton, and South
Orange have all recognized this need
and have taken action and imple-
mented solutions. Let’s join together
to provide solutions not impedi-
ments.”

Upon conclusion of the speech,
Mr. Echausse addressed Mr. DeRose
stating, “I am assuming this state-
ment is accepting the $50,000 contri-
bution.”

Mr. DeRose did not answer the
question and reminded Councilman
Echausse that he still had the floor.
When Councilman Echausse was
given an opportunity to question the
board on their willingness to make a
financial commitment, the issue was
still not addressed by any member of
the DWC. Councilman Echausse then
stated that it was his understanding
that the DWC would not be commit-
ting to the $50,000 and he would
relay that information to the rest of
the town council at Tuesday night’s
meeting

In conclusion, the DWC supports
the mayor’s plan, but they will not
contribute the $50,000 needed to make
the proposal financially effective.

“Early on in the meeting I stated
that I would be more than happy to
arrange a meeting between the offic-
ers of the DWC and a representative
group of councilman to discuss DWC
financial involvement in the pro-
posed parking redevelopment, and
that the board would not entertain
debate on that issue at this meeting,”
Mr. DeRose told The Westfield
Leader. “Keeping our board focused
and on track with our agenda is the
job of the chairman and the main
function of our meeting is to conduct
DWC business. The ongoing debate
over parking will ultimately be de-
cided after November 2 by the mayor
and entire town council.”

The DWC approved a proposal to
do its own post card mailing regard-
ing the referendum. Mrs. Cronin
stated that the postcard would simply
state facts, but she did acknowledge
that the cards would take a clear po-
sition on the referendum and encour-
age voters to “Vote Yes.”

The parking issue was abruptly
called to and end by Mr. DeRose who
would not allow Councilman

Former NYC Police Commissioner Kerik
Will Keynote Union County GOP Rally

AREA – Republican Committee of
Union County Chairman Phil Morin an-
nounced today that former New York
City Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik,
who introduced President George W.
Bush at a rally in Marlton, New Jersey on
Monday, will be the keynote speaker for
the Union County Republicans “Count-
down to Victory” Rally on Monday, Oc-
tober 25, at 6 p.m. at the Italian American
Hall on Valley Avenue in Scotch Plains.

“We are thrilled to have former Com-
missioner Kerik come to Union County
on behalf of President Bush and our Union
County Republican ticket of Joe Renna,
Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and
Bruce Paterson for Freeholder, Mike

Panagos for Surrogate and Peter Lijoi for
Sheriff,” Mr. Morin said.

“As a New Jersey resident and former
“Top Cop” in one of the greatest cities in
the world, Commissioner Kerik under-
stands how important the safety and well-
being of our families are in Union County
and how important it is to have President
Bush leading the charge on the War on
Terror,” Mr. Morin said.

“This is an opportunity to rally our
supporters and show the all-Democrat
freeholder board that times are changing
in Union County and that they are in for
a big surprise come Election Day,” Mr.
Morin said.

Invited guests include Congressman

Mike Ferguson, State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr., Assemblyman Eric Munoz, M.D.,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, State Re-
publican Finance Chairman Bill Palatucci,
former Governor and Senate President
Donald DiFrancesco, former Congress-
man Bob Franks and former State Sena-
tor Rich Bagger.

The Italian-American Hall is located
on Valley Avenue, directly off of Route 22
East, behind the Scotchwood Diner.  The
event is free of charge. No pre-registra-
tion is required but attendees will be
requested to present identification.

For more information, call Union
County Republican Headquarters at (908)
789-0200.
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DWC Gavels Councilman Echausse
Nixes Parking Deck Contribution

Echausse to take the floor stating that
the DWC does not allot time for “open
forum” discussions during meetings.
Councilman Echausse questioned him
on the Open Public Meetings Act
with Mr. DeRose banging the gavel
down signifying the discussion was
over.

In other news, DWC Treasurer D.
Capodanno, presented the board with
the September financial results stat-
ing that there was $126,000 remain-
ing in the $377,000 original budget.
He reported that $7,400 was spent on
facade grants, $9,800 went to adver-
tising promotions and $21,000 was
spent on organizational expenditures.

Addams Family memorabilia is
currently on display in the Leader
Store annex in celebration of
Addams Family Month. Downtown
Trick-or-Treating will take place on
Saturday, October 30, during nor-
mal store hours. The “Y” Men’s
44th Annual Halloween Parade and
Costume Contest will start at 12:45
p.m. at the Elm Street field with the
costume contest judging to begin at
1 p.m. The parade will commence
down Elm Street at 1:15 p.m., turn-
ing left on E. Broad Street and con-
tinue to the Mindowaskin Band-
stand. Treats will be handed out at
the bandstand with the winners of
the costume contest being an-
nounced.

Presidential Pen was awarded a
facade grant for renovations they have
done to the front of their building and
a mounted sign. The sign, which was
approved by the Board of Adjust-
ment, should be installed in the near
future.

Parking Director John Morgan re-
ported that he has “connected with a
vendor” in Paterson who will be re-
furbishing the meter heads and in-
stalling a sleeve and base in black,
which will cover the existing pole of
the current meters.

“The look will be parallel with
what is going on down the street. It
looks like a pretty nice project and I
think it will be a very nice product
downtown,” he said.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
stated, “The DOT (Department of
Transportation) project is moving
along and hopefully by Thanksgiving
it will be completed.”

The South Avenue circle project
will most likely be completed ahead
of schedule taking approximately six
months to complete rather than the 12
months that were originally projected.
Milling and paving will begin next
week at night and the landscaping
will be installed the first week of
November.

Mrs. Cronin asked the board to
approve an expenditure in the amount
of $1,880 from the design budget to
purchase a bronze plaque to be hung
on the building on the corner of Elm
and East Broad Street honoring
Westfield and the five other towns in
the Untied States who won Great
American Main Street Awards. She
feels the original plaque given to
Westfield “is very nice but doesn’t
give any context as to when we won
the award.”

Mrs. Cronin also reported that the
Railroad Sale Days event was “well
received - it was sold out.” She also
stated that the DWC is investigating a
trolley service for the holidays and that
pictures with Santa will be taken on
Sunday, November 28, at the Southside
Train Station in conjunction with the
Knights of Columbus Food Drive. Any-
one wishing to have their picture taken
with Santa is asked to donate food
items to support the cause.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY -- On October 14 Union
County Freeholder John Wohlrab
announced his immediate resignation
from office following his arrest for a
domestic violence incident at his Lin-
den home. Wohlrab’s name will re-
main on the ballot in the Tuesday,
November 2 election and he has not
withdrawn from the election.

Wohlrab was appointed to the board
earlier this year to replace Nick Scutari,
who was elected as a State Senator after
Joseph Suliga resigned from his reelec-
tion campaign after he was charged
with sexually harassing a woman and
fighting with police in Atlantic City.

Wohlrab is on the ballot to com-
plete the un-expired term of Senator
Scutari against Republican Bruce

Paterson of Garwood.
“The incident that occurred is

purely personal. I am innocent of any
wrongdoing in this personal matter,”
Wohlrab said in a statement. “How-
ever, I love the City of Linden, Union
County and the Democratic Party. I

do not want this incident to distract
from the important issues that must
be discussed in the coming weeks.”

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte Defilippo released
a statement that the committee was
expected to select Linden attorney
Nancy Ward to fill the seat.

According to Ms. Defilippo the com-
mittee retained an attorney who rendered
a legal opinion for them on the matter of
Wohlrab’s resignation, saying that the
definitions are different for candidates
and office holders, and that Wohlrab has
only resigned as an office holder.

“The Union County Democrats have
sunk to an all time low in manipulating
the legal system and election law to
represent the right of the voters to choose
between two candidates who are will-
ing to serve the voters,” Union County
Republican Chairman Phil Morin told
The Westfield Leader. “Fact hiding be-
hind legal opinion to essentially have a
dead man walking on the ballot is like
taking a stick and putting it into the eye
of every Union County citizen. This is
their desperate attempt to stay in con-
trol of their bloated, wasteful and arro-
gant political machine.”

“This makes the Torricelli-
Lautenberg switch look like a League
of Women Voters debate,” Mr. Morin
told The Leader.

Mr. Morin said that he will also be
seeking a legal opinion on the issue
and questioned whether Wohlrab will
have to resign from the seat again if he
does get elected in November.

Wohlrab Resigns as Freeholder,
But Remains as Candidate
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Wording of Deck Flyer Discussed,
Town Wide Mailing Will Occur

spaces will alleviate traffic by providing
a place for cars to go. He said that steps
will be taken to alleviate the traffic issues
as part of the project.

Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst
said that there is “no plan to alleviate
traffic” and said that it is a “lofty goal.”

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said that the council has yet to vote on the
whole plan and said that if the mayor
wants to stay “neutral” all of the informa-
tion is found in the reports that have been
done. He said that the council has the
“obligation to create some balance” in the
mailer.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan said that she was “uncomfort-
able” because she doesn’t “endorse the
whole plan.”

Mayor Gregory McDermott said that
when he said that the council would
remain neutral he meant that they should
not be “talking about…saying vote for
or against” the garage. He went on to
remind the council that it is a “non-
binding” referendum, but it will give
the council input on what the public
wants.

The flyer says that, “parking improve-
ments will not impose any burden on
taxpayers.” It also says that the project will
result in an “expected positive cash flow
for parking system.” The flyer encourages
residents to vote on Tuesday, November 2
and directs them to TV36 and
www.westfieldredevelopmentproject.com
for more information.

While Councilmen Foerst, Echausse
and Caruana and Councilwoman
Neylan agreed that there should be a
concerns topic, the rest of the council
disagreed.

Resident Allen Solomon said that while
he agreed that the town should send out
information on the garage, to “call (this
mailing) neutral is a fraud.”

Resident Robert Tarte said that the
council is “not telling the whole story” by
leaving out the “problems your own con-
sultants have told you.” He said the mail-
ing is a “propaganda piece because you
(the mayor and council) want the deck.”

Mr. Tarte said that while the council
says that they are so concerned with
traffic safety in town the “only place
(you’re) not concerned (about) is Pros-
pect.”

Resident Jim Baker called the flyer a
“great sales piece.”

Resident Sharon Stockwell said that
the flyer is “disingenuous” and said, “I
don’t want my tax money being used” to
send out the mailing.

Resident Cynthia Foulke said that the
council is trying to persuade people to
vote yes with the mailing and called it a
“piece of propaganda.”

Roger Sullivan, a resident with a fi-
nance background, said that it is “impor-
tant to call it what it is” and to say that the
“taxpayers are on the hook.” He added
that he was “astounded and appalled”
that no one from Desmon Associates has
been present at the meetings to answer
the public’s questions over the past couple
of weeks.

In a related topic Councilman Echausse
reported that the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) has said that they do
not agree to making a $50,000 contribu-
tion or guaranteeing the sale of permits
for the new parking deck.

Councilman Echausse said that he dis-
agreed with the language that the DWC
used in their statement to the council, and
pointed out that they are carrying a sur-
plus, which is over $200,000.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman said that he was not sure he was
for the DWC assessment and said that he
had seen the DWC statement and added
his comments to it.Weight-Loss
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Westfield BOE

amending zoning enforcement, one
amending overnight parking of com-
mercial vehicles in residential zones and
one prohibiting parking on a portion of
Woodacres Drive on the Northside be-
tween Meetinghouse Lane and Penbrook
Road, Monday through Friday, from 7
a.m. to 4 p.m.

At the audience participation segment
of the meeting resident Gary Whyte
addressed the council on the issue of the
odor at Beechwood School.

He presented the council with the
findings by Enviro Techniques Inc. re-
garding mold in air results given to him
by the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion (BOE). The results interpretation
read, “Based on the sample collected
and analyzed, it is our option that there is
no mold hazard that exists in the areas of
the building which were sampled.”

In other correspondence given to Mr.
Whyte from MaryPaul Laboratories, Inc.
contradicts Enviro Techniques Inc.’s
findings stating, “The analysis of these
samples shows that there are two reser-
voirs of bacteria on (wet insulation) and
under (the roof pond) the roof mounted
air conditioning system. The recommen-
dation was to conduct a thorough analy-
sis of the building envelopes of the four
effected classrooms. A typical harbin-
ger of the building odors is water trapped
in the roof or wall insulation. These wet
areas can develop putrid odors due to the
growth of a variety of microbiological
slimes. We highly recommend a de-
tailed mold, moisture and microbe audit
of each of the classrooms. No further
microbiological sampling is needed un-
til such an audit is completed.”

Mr. Whyte addressed the council say-
ing, “If they (the BOE) say they have a
contingency plan to move the children,
why aren’t they being moved? A mere
presence of an odor is a telltale sign there
is a problem.”

Acting Mayor Schon responded say-
ing, “This is essentially a BOE matter.”

“We have no jurisdiction, no power,
no authority when it comes to the func-
tion of the BOE,” Borough Attorney
John Post confirmed. He continued say-
ing, “There is no board member or
spokesman present who can respond.
We will send them (BOE) a letter asking
them to respond, giving them a chance to
respond.”

Mr. Whyte concluded stating, “I want
the kids to breath fresh air everyday.”

The meeting can be viewed on Chan-
nel 35. The next meeting of the
Mountainside Borough Council will be
on Tuesday, November 9 at 8 p.m.
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MS Council

“The issue here is involvement for
students,” said Dr. Foley.

After discussion, the board decided
on a compromise. The Forensics Club
will have until its January competi-
tion at Rutgers University to corral
more students to its number. If at
least 15 students do not compete at
the competition, the board will con-
sider using any remaining funds to
starting a second jazz band in time for
the spring competition season.

The board spent time approving
new policies on student/faculty dress
and appearance, expulsion, and ex-
pulsion proceedings. Additionally, the
board reviewed individual school
objectives for the 2004-2005 school
year, including grammar and public
speaking objectives at WHS and an
objective to reduce bullying at the
district’s two intermediate schools.

The board’s next public meeting
will take place on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 9, where it will discuss eighth
grade sports and the district’s testing
achievement gaps.

spaces and habitable floor space.
Mr. Boyle asked the applicants to

come back for a second meeting on
Monday, November 15 to finish the
application. In addition, Mr. Boyle
noted that the board would also ad-
dress the applicant’s second applica-
tion asking permission to construct a
three-story mixed use building with
retail on the first floor, residential
units on the second and third floors
and enclosed parking on grade.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Condos




