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Anonymous Internet Postings
Spark Racial Tension at SPFHS

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

At the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting last
Thursday evening, several students
who attend Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) reported mul-
tiple instances of racial discrimina-
tion. The targets of the discrimination
appear to be members of the Black
Student Union (BSU) at SPFHS.

Several members of the BSU at-
tended last week’s meeting to explain
the origin of the discrimination. Ac-
cording to both the BSU members
and school Superintendent Dr. Carol
Choye, someone created an anony-
mous “forum” on the Internet for stu-
dents to post various comments.

Internet forums are fairly common-
place today, but this type of forum
allows users to remain anonymous so
as not to divulge their identities. The

users can post comments at any time
and on any subject, and in recent
weeks, one such subject has included
racism.

Amber Sizemore, a senior and
member of the BSU, said that the
comments written in the forum had
made their way to the high school
walls and also onto a flier posted by
the BSU.

Due to the relative anonymity of
the forum posters, the forum has taken
on a life of its own within the SPFHS
community. Forums of this nature
can be deleted easily, but they can
also be created just as fast. While
access has been blocked from the
school building, Dr. Choye explained
that blocking access from students’
homes is a different story. According
to Dr. Choye, the students would still
have access to the forum on their
home computers.

Regardless, said Dr. Choye, the
time has come to take action before
the situation gets more difficult to
deal with.

“We want to know who is doing
this and we want to know who is
being injured by this,” stated Dr.
Choye.

The question was raised as to who
actually created the forum. This is
apparently a type of forum that is
difficult to trace, compared to other
types of forums. The board has con-
tacted Officer Jim Scannell of the
Scotch Plains Police Department’s
high tech crimes unit. The hope is to
catch not only the forum’s creator,
but the anonymous forum posters as
well.

One student, Janae Easley, said that

the forum and subsequent racial epi-
thets in school have led to significant
tension within the halls of SPFHS.

“I was walking through the halls
not trusting anyone who walked by
me,” said Miss Easley.

Andrea Hall-Sizemore, Amber
Hall’s mother, said at the meeting
that she was glad to see the board
taking immediate action with regard
to this serious matter. She added that
public knowledge was important in
order to make people aware as to how
serious the problem has become. It
may also make the forum poster
hangers think twice before posting,
as they could be risking being discov-
ered and possible legal action as a
result of their discovery.

“If it’s addressed in a public man-
ner, everyone’s playing on the same
field,” Ms. Sizemore said.

Danielle Porter, a junior at SPFHS,
felt that a school assembly would be
necessary in order to educate stu-
dents as to the severity of the situa-
tion. She said that an assembly “is
going to happen.”

“People are walking around our
school not feeling great about it (the
racial discrimination),” Danielle
noted.

Board President Linda Nelson ex-
pressed her dismay that the discrimi-
nation had taken place at SPFHS. She
also pledged the support of the board
in finding out the origin of the dis-
crimination and making sure the stu-
dents of SPFHS remain safe.

In other business, the board heard a
presentation on a new program en-
titled “Play Attention.” Jodi Frank,

Deer Census to Begin Next Week
On Southside of Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Union County officials will be con-
ducting a deer census in and around
the Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch
Plains in the next few weeks, accord-
ing to Mayor Martin Marks, a count-
ing that the mayor said “will confirm
what we already know, that we have
too many deer.”

The deer problem on the south side
of Scotch Plains has become an in-
creasing concern in recent years as
the growing deer population, seeking
food and shelter in a more-crowded
reservation, has moved into residen-
tial areas and, in the process, crossed
busy local roads. Council members
and southside residents have told of
seeing numerous deer in their back-
yards and there have been a number
of incidents where cars have hit and
killed deer that were crossing area
streets.

Earlier this year, in an effort to thin
the deer population on the north side,
the county conduced a multi-day deer
hunt in the Watchung Reservation. If
a hunt is to be conducted in the

Ashbrook Reservation, it’s likely to
be held during the upcoming winter,
probably next February or March.

The Ashbrook deer census, which
will begin once most of the leaves on
the trees have fallen, will be con-
ducted from the ground, after dark,
by county officials using flashlights
to catch the reflections of deer eyes in
the reservation. In addition, Scotch
Plains officials have provided to the
county the names of about 13 resi-
dential streets adjacent to the reserva-
tion where groups of deer have been
seen during daylight hours.

Mayor Marks said at the Township
Council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday evening that the township
will formally notify affected residents
of the upcoming deer census since it
will involve county vehicles driving
around their neighborhoods at night.
The mayor said that county officials
have already done some evaluations
of the effects of deer browsing out-
side of the reservation.

He said any deer hunt would be
conducted safely only within the res-
ervation, adding that there would be

guidelines regarding how far from
homes the hunters would be stationed.
Noting that the deer reduction pro-
gram in the Watchung Reservation
was a multi-year effort, the mayor
said it was important for township
residents to be patient because “re-
sults will not be immediate” in the
Ashbrook Reservation.

In other business during a brief
conference session, Township Attor-
ney Douglas Hansen said the town-
ship government has received a re-
quest from 4Connections LLC to
place some type of Internet wiring on
utility poles in Scotch Plains. He noted
that local governments cannot pre-
vent companies deemed to be quali-
fied by state regulators from using
utility poles for these purposes. Mr.
Hansen said he had written to 4Com-
munications officials asking for proof
of their bona fides so that matters can
move forward, but had not received a
reply.

With the winter season approach-
ing, the council next week is expected
to secure agreements with three area
contractors to provide assistance to
township public works personnel in
the event of a heavy snowfall. The
contract will run from November 1
through April 2005.

Marks and Baron
Face Off at Debate

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains mayoral and town-
ship council candidates met last night
in an hour-long forum that allowed
the two political parties to discuss
some of their differences over prop-
erty taxes and downtown revitaliza-
tion.

Republican Mayor Martin Marks
and Democratic challenger Andrew
Baron answered questions for about
40 minutes before an audience of
supporters and residents in the mu-
nicipal building. Prior to the mayoral
candidates, Republican Council-
woman Paulette Coronato and Demo-
cratic challenger Barbara Baldasarre
spent about 25 minutes discussing
local issues.

The debate, which was sponsored
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
and the League of Women Voters,
took place after this week’s issue had
gone to press; a more detailed ac-
counting of last night’s debate will
appear next week.

Mayor Marks and Mr. Baron an-
swered several rounds of questions
on municipal property taxes. The
Democrats have criticized the all-
Republican Township Council’s pas-
sage last year of an 18-point local
property tax hike, terming it the high-
est in township history, while the
Republicans have said the double-

digit increase was due to what Mayor
Marks has called “the perfect storm”
of a confluence of factors, including
a freeze in state aid, rising non-dis-
cretionary costs in the township bud-
get, a tepid economy and low returns
on investments due to low interest
rates.

Four months after the council re-
jected an ordinance designating the
downtown business district as a Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID),
which supporters felt would have
spurred a revival in the downtown
shopping area, downtown revitaliza-
tion issues were also discussed last
night. The mayor and council had
been supportive of the SID concept as
the details of its operations and fi-
nancing were being worked out by a
steering committee during a yearlong
process. In May, the Democratic can-
didates put forth an alternative plan
for improvements and business re-
cruitment that relied on volunteers
rather than monetary assessments of
property owners.

There were also questions focus-
ing on high school students parking
on residential streets, possible new
areas of shared services cooperation
and other areas of priority for next
year’s council members. Republicans
currently have a 5-0 majority on the
governing body and have not lost a
municipal election since 1998.

Wohlrab Resigns as Freeholder,
But Remains as Candidate

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

On October 14, Union County Free-
holder John Wohlrab announced his
immediate resignation from office
following his arrest for a domestic
violence incident at his Linden home.
Wohlrab’s name will remain on the
ballot in the Tuesday, November 2,
election as he has not withdrawn from
the election.

Wohlrab was appointed to the board
earlier this year to replace Nick
Scutari, who was elected as a State
Senator after Joseph Suliga resigned
from his reelection campaign after he
was charged with sexually harassing
a woman and fighting with police in
Atlantic City.

Wohlrab is on the ballot to com-
plete the un-expired term of Senator
Scutari against Republican Bruce

Paterson of Garwood.
“The incident that occurred is

purely personal. I am innocent of any
wrongdoing in this personal matter,”
Wohlrab said in a statement. “How-
ever, I love the City of Linden, Union
County and the Democratic Party. I
do not want this incident to distract
from the important issues that must
be discussed in the coming weeks.”

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte Defilippo released
a statement that the committee was
expected to select Linden attorney
Nancy Ward to fill the seat.

According to Ms. Defilippo, the
committee retained an attorney who
rendered a legal opinion for them on
the matter of Wohlrab’s resignation,
saying that the definitions are differ-
ent for candidates and office holders,
and that Wohlrab has only resigned as

an office holder.
“The Union County Democrats

have sunk to an all time low in ma-
nipulating the legal system and elec-
tion law to represent the right of the
voters to choose between two candi-
dates who are willing to serve the
voters,” Union County Republican
Chairman Phil Morin told The
Westfield Leader. “Fact hiding be-
hind legal opinion to essentially have
a dead man walking on the ballot is
like taking a stick and putting it into
the eye of every Union County citi-
zen. This is their desperate attempt to
stay in control of their bloated, waste-
ful and arrogant political machine.”

“This makes the Torricelli-
Lautenberg switch look like a League
of Women Voters debate,” Mr. Morin
told The Leader.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
PUBLIC SERVANT…Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) served pancakes to the public at the Westfield National Guard
Armory on Saturday. The pancake breakfast fundraiser was held to benefit the families of the National Guard. The Westfield
Unit, the 250th Signal Battalion, will leave for Iraq on Election Day.

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-16

Real Estate .... 11-18
Classifieds...........17
A&E .............. 21-22

Candidates Vying for FW Borough Council
Differ on Downtown Redevelopment Ideas

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s upcoming local elec-
tion, to be held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 2, will have four candidates run-
ning for two council positions. Cur-
rent Democrat council members
Katherine Mitchell and Joseph
Higgins will face Republican oppo-
nents Maureen Mawby and Joel Stroz.

A debate, titled the 2004 Fanwood
Candidate Forum, was held on Mon-
day night at Borough Hall, jointly
sponsored by The Scotch Plains –
Fanwood Times and The League of
Women Voters.

Fred Rossi, a writer for the news-
paper for six years, acted as the mod-
erator of the event.

Questions posed to the candidates
were “composed from issues that the
public, the press and the political
parties have provided,” explained
Merry Wisler from the League of
Women Voters.

The major subjects covered were
property taxes, reducing the borough’s
budget and expenses, and the down-
town redevelopment area.

Mrs. Mitchell and Mr. Stroz were
asked if next year a similar budget
and tax situation arises, would resi-
dents expect a double digit increase
in their property taxes.

“Rest assured that we will apply
for extraordinary aid again next year,”
stated Mrs. Mitchell. She also said
that the council will work to obtain
grants again, as done this year; work
more with shared services to perhaps
eliminate duplicate services; and look
at the organization of departments.

Mr. Stroz feels that the extraordi-
nary aid was an effort to “plug up a
gap in our budget,” and that the state’s
“bloated budget which was passed to
fund that aid has fallen apart and has
been called unconstitutional by the
New Jersey Supreme Court.” If
elected, he pledged to have the coun-
cil “go through the budget line by
line, which this council did not do.”

Candidates were asked how they
would handle reducing the borough’s
budget, when much of the spending is
mandated by the federal and state
government.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EDUCATION CUT…The ribbon was cut to officially open the Union County Vocational Technical School’s new $14 million
building. The school offers a four year full time technical school program to Union County high school students.

Mrs. Mawby pointed out that “we
have monies allocated for certain capi-
tal projects which have not been ex-
pended. For example, a $400,000 fed-
eral grant for the northside sewer and
flood areas.”

Mr. Higgins believes that “there is
not a lot to cut on the expense side of
the budget, and significant cuts would
involve eliminating certain police
positions.”

Mr. Stroz feels that more shared

services with Scotch Plains, such as
health insurance, would be the an-
swer.

Mrs. Mitchell has experienced be-
ing in shared services situations “with
other towns that in the end have not
been cost effective.”

The candidates where then asked if
redevelopment is the sole solution to
controlling property taxes, when it
seems that the borough has reached
development capacity?

“Fanwood is 90 to 95 percent de-
veloped, with 90 to 95 percent of that
being residential,” stated Mr. Higgins,
“so regarding new tax revenue we are
limited.” His suggestion for a pos-
sible solution is to fill vacant retail
properties and to have redevelopment
of both the current planned area, as
well as other areas.

Mrs. Mawby lauds the redevelop-
ment idea, as she believes it “has the
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

principal of Brunner Elementary
School, explained that the main goal
of the program is to increase the
attention span of students who may
be suffering from Attention Deficit
Disorder (ADD) and Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).
She said it would be a “non-inva-
sive way to improve attention.”

“Play Attention” involves the stu-
dent wearing a helmet, which is
connected to a series of sensors.
The student plays a “video game”
which, in actuality, is measuring
their attentiveness. Sensors detect
the level of focus, and the game is
adjusted depending on the varying
amount of attentiveness measured
by the sensors.

More information can be obtained
by visiting the program’s official
website, www.playattention.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Racial Tension

Road Closures
Reported in WF

WESTFIELD – Sections of
North and South Avenues and
East Broad Street will be closed
on Wednesday, October 27,
through Friday, October 29,
weather permitting.

Beginning at 9 p.m. on Octo-
ber 27 until 6 a.m. on October
28, the roads will be closed for
milling purposes. At no time will
all of the roads be shut down.
North Avenue will be closed from
Prospect Street to Clark Street,
East Broad Street will be closed
from Prospect Street to the Plaza
and South Avenue will be closed
from West Broad Street (through
the circle) to Westfield Avenue.

Between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. on
October 28 and 29 there will be
lane closing and alternate traffic.
The majority of the work will
occur after rush hour.

Motorists are asked to use al-
ternate routes and are advised to
expect heavy traffic delays on
Central Avenue, Tuttle Park-
way, East Broad Street and Elm
Street because of the road clo-
sures.

For more information con-
tact the Westfield Police De-
partment at (908) 789-6065, the
Westfield Engineering Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4100, the
New Jersey Department of
Transportation at (908) 301-
0300 or the contractor Perrello
Inc.at (973) 663-4585.

Mr. Morin said that he will also be
seeking a legal opinion on the issue
and questioned whether Wohlrab will
have to resign from the seat again if
he does get elected in November.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wohlrab

Former NYC Police Commissioner Kerik
Will Keynote Union County GOP Rally

AREA – Republican Committee of
Union County Chairman Phil Morin
announced today that former NYC
Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik,
who introduced President Bush at a
rally in Marlton, New Jersey on Mon-

day, will be the keynote speaker for
the Union County Republicans
“Countdown to Victory” Rally on
Monday, October 25, at 6 p.m. at the
Italian American Hall on Valley Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

“We are thrilled to have former
Commissioner Kerik come to Union
County on behalf of President Bush
and our Union County Republican
ticket of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson for freeholder, Mike Panagos
for Surrogate and Peter Lijoi for Sher-
iff,” Morin said.

“As a New Jersey resident and
former “Top Cop” in one of the great-
est cities in the world, Commissioner
Kerik understands how important the
safety and well-being of our families
are in Union County and how impor-
tant it is to have President Bush lead-
ing the charge on the War on Terror,”
Morin said.

“This is an opportunity to rally our

supporters and show the all-Demo-
crat freeholder board that times are
changing in Union County and that
they are in for a big surprise come
Election Day.” Morin said.

Invited guests include Congress-
man Mike Ferguson, State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Eric
Munoz, M.D., Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, State Republican Finance
Chairman Bill Palatucci, former Gov-
ernor and Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, former Congressman
Bob Franks and former State Senator
Rich Bagger.

The Italian-American Hall is lo-
cated on Valley Avenue, directly off
of Route 22 East, behind the
Scotchwood Diner.  The event is free
of charge. No pre-registration is re-
quired but attendees will be requested
to present identification.

For more information, call Union
County Republican Headquarters at
(908) 789-0200.

DWC Gavels Councilman;
Nixes Deck Contribution

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Monday night
meeting of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) ended with a
powerful bang of the gavel by Chair-
man Alan DeRose concluding the dis-
cussion of the tumultuous proposed
parking deck.

Councilman Peter Echausse, Chair-
man of the Westfield Town Council
Finance Committee, had asked that a
resolution be placed on the agenda to
adopt or reject the parking garage/
redevelopment financial plan that was
approved by the Westfield Town
Council on September 28.

The DWC was presented with the
details of the parking plan in Septem-
ber along with a financial plan on
how the Town of Westfield intends to
repay a $10 million bond issue that
would fund the proposed garage at
Prospect and Elm Streets.

The town council endorsed the fi-
nancial plan, which relies on a finan-
cial contribution by the DWC assess-
ment, as well as changes in parking
prices that affect downtown busi-
nesses, shoppers and employees at
their meeting on September 28. The
council feels it is pertinent for voters
to know prior to Election Day whether
or not the town’s financial plan has
the backing of the DWC so that voters
can make an informed decision in
regards to the non-binding referen-
dum question that will be placed on
the November ballot.

Councilman Echausse addressed
the board stating, “What I want to
accomplish is to clarify some details.
We (the town council) are asking for
a financial contribution (from the
DWC). We have promised residents
that we are going to keep this (cost of
the deck) off their backs.”

He asked the DWC board to con-
firm the sale of annual permits (or the
revenue shortfall) for the number of
spaces reserved for downtown em-
ployees, as well as an equity contri-
bution be made by downtown prop-
erty owners for each downtown em-
ployee permit by contributing $10
per month per permit through their
special assessment tax levy. This con-
tribution would annualize to $50,000
or a 7 percent contribution towards
annual debt payments.

Councilman Echausse stated that
the board has had five weeks to study
the financial proposal and has had
adequate time to reflect on the
“strengths and weaknesses” of the
proposal.

“The voters have a right and need
to know if the financial plan does or
does not have the support of the DWC
and the constituents it represents,” he
concluded.

The town council has asked the
DWC for a $50,000 contribution to
offset the cost of the proposed Rede-
velopment Plan. Tim Tracy of
Desmond Associates recommended
the contribution to confirm the DWC’s
commitment to the project.

Chairman DeRose answered say-
ing, “We have crafted a statement that
echoes our sentiment.” He continued
by reading the statement as follows:
“The Westfield Town Council has
voted viable the parking finance plan
rolled out several weeks ago. This
plan involves contributions by the
DWC. Unfortunately, there has not
been any direct contact with this board
concerning partnering with the DWC
to make parking improvements a re-
ality. Despite this lack of communi-
cation, we stand ready to assist the
town in doing what is fair and equi-
table to make this project happen.
The DWC Board of Directors agreed
that this financial model is viable.
However, this model shows surplus
well in excess of the DWC contribu-
tions from year one, and we don’t
believe that it is council’s intent to
raise the special assessment to store
money in surplus. We are ready and
willing to have a dialogue with the
town to discuss all options, and look
forward to this partnering.

There have been statements made
by council persons and comments by
the anti-parking lobby indicating that
this parking finance plan is tanta-
mount “to a tax increase.” This is both
specious and misleading. Parking is a

service that requires a fee. Users can
make a decision to purchase that ser-
vice or not. People do not have a
choice in paying a tax increase. Town
Council raised parking fees three
years ago with the goal of saving the
revenue from that increase to fund a
parking solution. Public parking, as
stated in the Town’s Master Plan, is
an amenity like other town amenities
(sports fields, the municipal pool, the
library) that are supplied and man-
aged by the town. Usage fees are
implemented to control usage and
maintain the asset; they should not be
and are not proper substitutes for
taxes.

The user fee increase outlined in
the current parking financial model
are targeted to fund a parking solu-
tion. They would not be proposed at
all were it not for well documented
parking shortages, understood by this
town council and several town coun-
cils before them. parking revenue
should properly be for parking solu-
tions without taxpayer impact. Fair
user fees direct, as is their purpose,
the distribution of vehicles to the lo-
cations that parking management des-
ignates as proper for the unique use
(shopper, visitor, commuter, em-
ployee) as well as maintaining the
parking system.

This facility will be the centerpiece
around a total downtown parking sys-
tem restructuring. It will benefit com-
muters, shoppers and merchants.
Additionally, the financial benefits to
the town will be great and will only
grow over time. It is straightforward:
parking redevelopment is projected
to generate approximately $150,000
in surplus revenue in year one; Ag-
gregate surplus reaches $1,500,000
by year 10; Surplus funds can be used
by Town Council as they see fit; This
parking plan moves us forward in our
attempt to reduce a documented park-
ing shortfall and at the same time
generate significant revenue.

Parking is indeed an amenity pro-
vided by our town. It is important to
note that our town provides and sup-
ports different amenities for the bet-
terment of the town an the lifestyles
of the residents. Each amenity ben-
efits a different constituency. Schools
do not have a direct benefit to resi-
dents without school age children,
while recreation facilities benefit an-
other group of residents. Few would
argue that these amenities don’t ben-
efit all Westfield, be it directly or
indirectly. Together, these amenities
create the fabric of our community.
We support the construction of this
parking facility; believe that it will
have a positive revenue impact as
surpluses accrue over time; and will
benefit the town by helping to im-
prove our citizens access to services,
shopping and transportation. This
improves the quality of life for all
Westfield residents.

We have identified and discussed
the parking deficiency for over 40
years. Let us not be left behind in the
solution. Neighboring communities
such as Summit, Princeton, and South
Orange have all recognized this need
and have taken action and imple-
mented solutions. Let’s join together
to provide solutions not impedi-
ments.”

Upon conclusion of the speech,
Councilman Echausse addressed Mr.
DeRose stating, “I am assuming this
statement is accepting the $50,000
contribution.”

Mr. DeRose did not answer the ques-
tion and reminded Councilman
Echausse that he still had the floor.
When Councilman Echausse was
given an opportunity to question the
board on their willingness to make a
financial commitment, the issue was
still not addressed by any member of
the DWC. Councilman Echausse then
stated that it was his understanding
that the DWC would not be commit-
ting to the $50,000 and he would relay
that information to the rest of the town
council at Tuesday night’s meeting

In conclusion, the DWC supports the
mayor’s plan, but they will not contrib-
ute the $50,000.00 needed to make his
proposal financially effective.

“Early on in the meeting I stated
that I would be more than happy to
arrange a meeting between the offic-
ers of the DWC and a representative
group of councilman to discuss DWC
financial involvement in the proposed
parking redevelopment, and that the

board would not entertain debate on
that issue at this meeting,” Mr. DeRose
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “Keeping our board focused
and on track with our agenda is the
job of the chairman and the main
function of our meeting is to conduct
DWC business. The ongoing debate
over parking will ultimately be de-
cided after November 2 by the mayor
and entire town council.”

The DWC approved a proposal to
do its own post card mailing regard-
ing the referendum. Mrs. Cronin
stated that the postcard would simply
state facts, but she did acknowledge
that the cards would take a clear po-
sition on the referendum and encour-
age voters to “Vote Yes.”

The parking issue was abruptly
called to and end by Mr. DeRose who
would not allow Mr. Echausse to take
the floor stating that the DWC does
not allot time for “open forum” dis-
cussions during meetings. Mr.
Echausse questioned him on the Open
Public Meetings Act with Mr. DeRose
banging the gavel down signifying
the discussion was over.

In other news, DWC Treasurer
David Capodanno, presented the
board with the September financial
results stating that there was $126,000
remaining in the $377,000 original
budget. He reported that $7,400 was
spent on facade grants, $9,800 went
to advertising promotions and
$21,000 was spent on organizational
expenditures.

Addams Family memorabilia is
currently on display in the Leader
Store annex in celebration of Addams
Family Month. Downtown Trick-or-
Treating will take place on Saturday,
October 30, during normal store
hours. The “Y” Men’s 44th Annual
Halloween Parade and Costume Con-
test will start at 12:45 p.m. at the Elm
Street field with the costume contest
judging to begin at 1 p.m. The parade
will commence down Elm Street at
1:15 p.m., turning left on E. Broad
Street and continue to the
Mindowaskin Bandstand. Treats will
be handed out at the bandstand with
the winners of the costume contest
being announced.

Presidential Pen was awarded a
facade grant for renovations they have
done to the front of their building and
a mounted sign. The sign, which was
approved by the Board of Adjust-
ment, should be installed in the near
future.

Parking Director John Morgan re-
ported that he has “connected with a
vendor” in Paterson who will be re-
furbishing the meter heads and in-
stalling a sleeve and base in black,
which will cover the existing pole of
the current meters.

“The look will be parallel with
what is going on down the street. It
looks like a pretty nice project and I
think it will be a very nice product
downtown,” he said.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
stated, “The DOT (Department of
Transportation) project is moving
along and hopefully by Thanksgiving
it will be completed.”

The South Avenue circle project
will most likely be completed ahead
of schedule taking approximately six
months to complete rather than the 12
months that were originally projected.
Milling and paving will begin next
week at night and the landscaping
will be installed the first week of
November.

Mrs. Cronin asked the board to ap-
prove an expenditure in the amount of
$1,880 from the design budget to pur-
chase a bronze plaque to be hung on
the building on the corner of Elm and
East Broad Street honoring Westfield
and the five other towns in the Untied
States who won Great American Main
Street Awards. She feels the original
plaque given to Westfield “is very nice
but doesn’t give any context as to
when we won the award.”

Mrs. Cronin also reported that the
Railroad Sale Days event was “well
received - it was sold out.” She also
stated that the DWC is investigating a
trolley service for the holidays and that
pictures with Santa will be taken on
Sunday, November 28, at the Southside
Train Station in conjunction with the
Knights of Columbus Food Drive. Any-
one wishing to have their picture taken
with Santa is asked to donate food
items to support the cause.
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possibility of bringing our rateable
revenue, which can help stabilize our
taxes.”

An ongoing complaint from resi-
dents has been that there has been
nothing done in the three years since
the downtown area was designated in
need of redevelopment.

Mr. Stroz feels that “commercial
tax rateables are direly needed” and
accused the current administration
for accomplishing “nothing substan-
tive in the year it has been in place.”

Mrs. Mitchell responded that the
council heard from voters during the
last election that they wanted “an
open forum” in which to voice their
opinions and have an influence on
decision making, and she has heard in
this election that people are “thankful
to have input.”

As for what to do about the lack of
consensus about what to do regarding
the downtown, candidates gave their
ideas for solutions.

“We have to take into consider-
ation traffic, density and parking,”
stated Mrs. Mitchell. “I would
hope for more retail than residen-
tial, but we have to have some
housing or it will not be profitable
for a developer.” One idea, she
said, would be to have “a signifi-
cant amount of professional build-
ings,” such as those used by law-
yers or doctors, “thereby increas-
ing our tax base.”

Mr. Stroz agreed that there must be
some residential units, however, he
referred to a multi-family apartment

Council Candidates Differ
On Redevelopment Ideas

building that he and other residents
opposed five years ago: “That kind
of high density would be a disas-
ter.”

Retail merchants and property own-
ers objected to the downtown rede-
velopment plan last year, stating that
they had not been involved in the
decision making process and were
afraid of losing their businesses. The
borough’s previous administration
emphasized that they had held many
open public meetings regarding the
downtown.

“There is a difference between
meetings and communication,” stated
Mr. Higgins. “We must regain the
trust of the property owners.”

When asked if the borough govern-
ment or the property owners should
be the driving force behind the rede-
velopment of the downtown, candi-
dates spoke of both entities.

“It is through the borough that the
people surrounding the area can vote
their opinions and we can all agree on
what is good for the town center,”
said Mr. Stroz.

Mrs. Mitchell and Mr. Higgins em-
phasized however that merchants and
property owners were very alarmed
at the mention of eminent domain last
year. Mr. Higgins spoke of the fact
that areas deemed in need of redevel-
opment can be taken by eminent do-
main, in spite of Mr. Stroz’s opinion
to the contrary. Mrs. Mitchell stated
that, “last year a merchant was spe-
cifically told that they had to sell and
would be relocated, perhaps to Roselle
Park.”

Other subjects covered in the de-
bate were the possibility of a state
constitutional convention to reform
the property tax system, ideas for
possible new shared services pro-
grams, solutions for the ongoing stu-
dent parking problem at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, and
suggestions for new senior and youth
programs.

October Art Exhibit
Scheduled at CSH
MOUNTAINSIDE — This Oc-

tober, Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital (CSH) is exhibiting artwork
from Drew Art Association,
Chatham Township Art League
and Westfield Landscape Group.

Monthly exhibits are sponsored
by the Auxiliary at CSH. All art-
work is available for purchase
with a portion of the sales ben-
efiting the auxiliary.

Admission is free and exhibits
can be viewed from 10 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. by entering through the
hospital’s Ease Wing entrance,
150 New Providence Road,
Mountainside.

For more information, please
call (908) 233-3720, extension
no. 5379.




