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DEATH NOTICE
John Gordon, 52, Chef and Realtor;
Known For Living Life to the Fullest

Richard H. Petersen, 73
Richard H. Petersen, 73, of Westfield

died on Friday, October 15, at his
residence.

He had been a lifelong resident of
Mountainside before moving to
Westfield two years ago.

Mr. Petersen had been employed
with McDonald’s for many years prior
to his retirement.

He was a member of the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside.

Surviving are two cousins, Carlo
Peterson of Richmondville, N.Y. and
Gunnar Nielsen of Buford, Ga.

Visitation and burial were private.
A memorial service for the public at
the Community Presbyterian Church
will be announced at a later date.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Community
Presbyterian Church, Meeting House
Lane, Mountainside 07092.
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John Gordon, 52, of Mendham
passed away on Saturday, October
16, one week after suffering a heart
attack at his home.

John grew up in Jersey City, along
with his four brothers and sisters,
before the family moved to
Cranford, where he attended high
school. During the 1980s, he was
the drummer in the band RD1.

After meeting the love of his life,
Joy, John received his degree from
the New York Restaurant School
(The Art Institute of New York City)

and worked as a chef in a number of
the top restaurants in New York and
California.

John worked at La Tulipe, Bouley,
The Rocking Horse Grill and Café
Mexicano. He had the privilege of
cooking for a number of celebrities
and dignitaries, including Julia
Child, Madonna and Vice President
Al Gore. Recently, John began a
new profession as a Realtor in
Mendham, where he worked for
Weichert Realtors, which allowed
him to spend more time at home
with his wife Joy.

Everyone who knew John envied
his confidence and ability to live
life to the fullest. John and Joy trav-
eled extensively throughout Europe
and South America, including an-
nual trips to Mexico, where he al-
ways preferred to live with the lo-
cals. After each trip, John would re-
turn home with some new spice, idea
or ingredients that he would be ex-
cited to introduce into his cooking.

John loved his wife, Joy, his fam-
ily, friends, music and cooking.
From Woodstock to Mendham, John
never compromised the way he lived
his life.

John is survived by his wife, Joy;
sisters Rita Venus of Lake Mohawk
and Barbara Hess of Frenchtown;
brothers Tom of Westfield and Bill
of Toms River.

A Memorial Mass is planned for
Saturday, October 23, at 9:30 a.m. at
Saint Joseph’s Church, West Main
Street in Mendham. Arrangements
are by the Bailey Funeral Home, 8
Hilltop Road in Mendham.
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Ask St. Clare for 3 favors: 1
Business, 2 Personal.  Say 9 Hail
Marys for 9 days with lighted
candles. Pray, whether you believe
it or not. Publish on the 9th day.
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored and glorified today
and every day. Request will be
granted no matter how impossible
it seems. Publication must be
promised. M.A.G.

Novena to St. Clare

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee. Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands
(3X). Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. K.Q.

St. John’s Baptist Announces
Series of Weekend Activities

More Community, Church & Education News

Breast Health to Be Discussed
At Overlook’s ‘THINK PINK’

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s Bap-
tist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains, has an-
nounced its Men’s Day Fellowship
Weekend and Fall Revival events
that will take place at the church.

Beginning at 5:45 p.m. tomorrow,
Friday, October 22, the Men’s Fel-
lowship will hold a fish fry dinner and
Male Chorus Spiritual Gospelfest.

On Saturday, October 23, from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m., there will be continen-
tal breakfast, prayer and praise, as
well as health screenings. Lunch will
be provided. A meditation hour will
take place at 6 p.m. The worship leader

will be the Reverend Terrence Porter
from the Pilgrim Baptist Church in
Red Bank.

The Annual Men’s Day Worship
Service will be on Sunday, October
24, at 9:45 a.m. The Reverend Dr.
Lester Taylor from the Community
Baptist Church in Englewood will be
the guest speaker.

Reverend Taylor also will conduct
the Fall Revival starting on Monday,
October 25, and continuing through
Wednesday, October 27, at 7:30 p.m.
each night. The public is invited to
attend all events. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-6972.

SUMMIT – This Saturday, October
23, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., Atlantic
Health System’s Overlook Hospital
will present the fifth annual “THINK

PINK” event for breast health at the
Connection for Women and Fami-
lies, 79 Maple Street in Summit.

The keynote speaker will be Lois
Cappetta Bhatt, author of “I’m Sorry
You Have to be Here,” who will share
her story of cancer, family and sur-
vival.

Participants also will receive cur-
rent information and advice on breast
health from a panel of experts. The
program will cover cancer epidemi-
ology; the environment and cancer,
and the influence of mind/body
therapy. Literature on breast self-ex-
ams, clinical trials, support groups
and other community resources will
be available as well.

A continental breakfast will be
served. Admission and parking are
free, but registration is required. Indi-
viduals may register by calling (908)
273-4242 or (800) 247-9580 by 5
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, October 22.

Casino Night Fundraiser Slated
By Union Catholic High School
SCOTCH PLAINS — Union Catho-

lic High School in Scotch Plains will
host a Casino Night on Friday, Novem-
ber 12, at the Gran Centurions, located
at 440 Madison Hill Road in Clark.

Union Catholic has contracted with
Tumbling Dice Entertainment, li-
censed by the Legalized Games of
Chance Control Commission and the
Casino Control Commission of New
Jersey, to run the event.

A leader in the production of Casino
Night theme parties for non-profit, pri-
vate and corporate sectors, the profes-
sional staff of Tumbling Dice creates an
environment that is similar to a real

casino, and the majority of the croupi-
ers currently work as dealers in one or
more of the casinos in Atlantic City.

Guests at Casino Night will pur-
chase a “money card,” which will be
exchanged for chips at the gaming
tables. A variety of games, including
poker, carib poker, blackjack, rou-
lette and a big six wheel, will be open
to players.

The ticket price of $35 per person
covers admission, hot hors d’oeuvres,
soft drinks, coffee, tea and dessert. A
cash bar will be available for the
purchase of alcoholic beverages.

The evening will begin at 7 p.m.
Guests will have a chance to learn
how to play the various games dur-
ing the first half hour. At 7:30 p.m.,
the games will officially begin. At
the conclusion of the evening, guests
can exchange chips for raffle tickets
to be used towards a variety of prizes.

For additional information or to
purchase tickets for Casino Night,
please call Betsy Thornton at (908)
889-1600, extension no. 302.

SAFETY FIRST…Nearly 300 children walked to Tamaques Elementary School
on October 6 to mark National Walk Our Children to School Day. The event was
sponsored locally by the BRAKES (Bikers, Runners and Kids are Entitled to
Safety) Group of Westfield. Tamaques pupils received apples donated by ShopRite
of Garwood and were greeted with 50 red balloons provided by RE/MAX of
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: raffle winners Emma Lysek, who won a walk
with Tamaques Principal Michael Cullen, and John Fuller, who walked with
Westfield firefighter Michael Loeffler, and their neighbors and siblings.

Hamerman Graduates
Indiana University

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joshua
Hamerman, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Hamerman of Scotch Plains,
graduated from Indiana University in
Bloomington, Ind. earlier this year.

He received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Journalism and an area certifi-
cate in Jewish studies. Joshua gradu-
ated Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in 2000.

Marionni, Salisbury Chosen
For Univ. Honors Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jenna
Marionni and Allison Salisbury, both
of Scotch Plains, have been chosen
to be members of Susquehanna
University’s highly selective Hon-
ors Program.

Both Jenna and Allison are fresh-
man environmental science majors.

The program at Susquehanna of-
fers a challenging course of study to
students interested in a more inde-
pendent and interdisciplinary ap-
proach than is usually offered to an
undergraduate.

Discussion groups, lectures, off-
campus visits and residential pro-
grams complement the Honors Pro-
gram courses. The University Schol-
ars’ House serves as a center for many
honors activities, including fireside
chats, a film series and Friday night
coffeehouses.

Jenna and Allison were chosen for
their natural curiosity, a genuine in-
terest in learning, high energy, lead-

ership and academic standing in high
school. Most Honors Program pu-
pils ranked in the top 5 percent of
their high school graduating class
and scored between a 1,200 and
1,500 on SATs.

Both Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduates, Jenna is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Roland Marionni
and Allison is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Brian Salisbury.

WHERE IS WESLEY HALL?…After
53 years in business, Wesley Hall Nurs-
ery School has finally posted a sign that
displays its location. Pictured, above,
with the new sign is Brittany Triano
from the four-year-old Elephant class.
Wesley Hall will conduct tours of the
school during November, December
and January. To schedule an appoint-
ment for a tour or to receive more infor-
mation, please call (908) 233-9570. Reg-
istration for the new school year will
begin the first week in February.

Emily McDermott of WF
Contributes 10,000 Hrs.
Of Community Service
WESTFIELD – Westfield native

and American University freshman
Emily McDermott participated in a
community service project in which
freshman students contributed over
10,000 hours of service at 59 sites
around the Washington, D.C. area.

A recent graduate of Union County
Magnet High School in Scotch Plains,
Emily volunteered at Clagett Farm, a
facility that grows pesticide-free veg-
etables. Its mission is to distribute
over 50 percent of its produce to low-
income communities in the metro
D.C. area. The farm also brings educa-
tional programs and nutritional in-
formation to the community.

Matthew Powers Earns
Chancellor Scholarship

FANWOOD – Matthew Powers of
Fanwood was recently awarded a
Chancellor’s Scholarship from Syra-
cuse University in Syracuse, N.Y.

The grants are awarded to entering
first-year and transfer students and
recognize outstanding academic
achievement.

Matthew received the scholarship
because he demonstrated strong aca-
demic credentials in high school, was
active in extracurricular and commu-
nity activities, and exhibited good char-
acter and citizenship. Awards are valued
up to $8,000 per year and are renewable.

Matthew is enrolled in Syracuse
University’s S.I. Newhouse School of
Public Communications, and is ma-
joring in newspaper journalism.

Nominations Are Sought
For Marc Hardy Award

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield is cur-
rently seeking nominations for the
Marc Wesley Hardy Human Rights
Award for 2005.

Candidates must be individuals be-
tween the ages of 16 and 22, participat-
ing in a Westfield-based organization,
who have distinguished themselves in
the area of human rights. It will be
offered to a person who has shown:

Openness and friendliness to people
of all races, creeds and nationalities;
involvement and leadership in orga-
nizations and activities committed to
improving human relations; unusual
personal dignity; the willingness to

risk for what he or she believes is right;
unqualified acceptance of others; re-
spect for diversity; personal integrity;
caring and willingness to listen, and
the ability to lead by example.

Nominations should be type-writ-
ten, no more than two pages in length,
and should indicate the names of ap-
plicable organizations in which the
candidate is involved, responsibili-
ties, as well as examples or stories that
illustrate the criteria outlined above.

Nominations should be mailed or
emailed to: First Congregational
Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield 07090, or
uccfcc@verizon.net, no later than
Monday, November 29. The nomi-
nations should include the names,
addresses and telephone numbers of
two references.

Presentation of the award, which
will consist of a certificate and a
monetary award, will be made in early
2005. All nominees will be acknowl-
edged in appropriate ways.

Marc Hardy, a member of the First
Congregational Church, was a national
merit scholar, singer and actor very
much interested in human rights. He
was killed in an automobile accident in
1990, one month before he was to gradu-
ate from Westfield High School.

For more information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2494
or Sharilyn Brown at (908) 233-5375.

Trinity Church to Hold
Festival This Saturday
CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-

copal Church of Cranford will present
its inaugural Harvest Festival this
Saturday, October 23, from noon to 5
p.m. on the church grounds at Forest
and North Avenues.

There will be pumpkins for sale
and pumpkin painting for free; a pet-
ting zoo and pony rides between 1
and 4 p.m., plus children’s crafts, food,
treats and cider. A Kids’ Costume
Parade will take place at 4 p.m.

For more information, please call
the church at (908) 267-4047 or visit
www.trinitychurchcranford.com.

Workshop Slated at ‘Y’
On Massage Self Care
WESTFIELD — John Grace, a Cer-

tified Massage Therapist, will offer a
Massage Self Care Workshop on
Wednesday, October 27, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

It is designed to help participants
and their partners learn how to reduce
back and headache pain, tension and
stress via massage therapy.

Individuals are asked to bring an
exercise or yoga mat and water to
class. To confirm plans to attend and
for payment information, please call
Mr. Grace at (732) 388-8606, after 9
p.m. most days. Jewish Friends to Hold

Meet and Eat Brunch
COUNTY – The Circle of Single

Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet
and Eat Brunch on Sunday, October
31, at 11:30 a.m. at the Kenilworth
Inn, located at Boulevard and South
31st Street in Kenilworth.

The eatery may be reached by tak-
ing Exit 138 off the Garden State
Parkway. The cost is $3 plus the price
of a meal from the menu and tip.
Interested individuals are asked to
call Roberta by Wednesday, October
27, at (908) 668-8450.

Redeemer Lutheran School
To Present Special Forum

WESTFIELD – Dr. Anthony
Coletta, nationally-known
presenter and author of
“What’s Best for Kids,” will
present “Building Strong
Character Traits in Chil-
dren” on Thursday, Octo-
ber 28, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
at Redeemer Lutheran
School in Westfield.

The public is invited to
attend and there is no
charge for the presentation.

Dr. Coletta will describe
four characteristic traits that
parents and teachers can model and
promote despite negative pressures
found in the culture and media.

Specific strategies will be discussed
for supporting self-discipline and re-
sponsibility, caring and cooperation,
honesty and patience.

Parents will have the opportunity
to learn four specific communication
skills and where to locate literature
supporting the character traits dis-
cussed.

Dr. Coletta has been addressing
parent and teacher groups
for over 20 years. Partici-
pants find him to be
knowledgeable, enter-
taining and down-to-
earth with practical sug-
gestions.

Continuing education
certificates will be avail-
able for teachers.

Redeemer Lutheran
School is located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place. For
more information, please

call the school office at (908) 232-1592.

Anthony Coletta
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