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Issues Need to be Addressed Before
Informed Vote Can be Made in Nov.

Walking Should be
Promoted for all Kids
On October 6, the elementary schools

had a Walk to School Day. Flyers were
handed out the week before titled “WE
WANT YOU TO WALK!” Kids were
asked to participate by completing the
attached form so they could get awards,
prizes, balloons and recognition. The
whole school was behind it and McKinley
did a great job! Did the high school also
participate in this?

When is Westfield High School (WHS)
going to have Walk to School Day? It is
great that walking is promoted for kids
between the ages of five to 10, but what
about the kids between the ages of 15-18?
May I suggest that the same “Walk to
School” approach be applied to WHS
students? Give WHS students flyers en-
titled “WE WANT YOU TO WALK!”
Offer them incentives to walk. How about
recognition for the ten kids that walk the
farthest? Perhaps prizes for a “Mile Plus
Club” for the kids that walk a mile or
more. I would respectfully suggest that
promoting a culture of walking to school
should be a focus of WHS, as well as the
grade schools.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Union County Prosecutor Asks
For Help to Put an End to Bullying

Women Are Urged To
Exercise Their Right

To Vote on November 2
The Woman’s Club of Westfield urges

women to get out and vote on November
2. Voting is a privilege, as well as a right.
When women take advantage of this hard
earned privilege, they are not only help-
ing to elect our political leaders, they are
saying “thanks” to the numerous women
who came before them and made women’s
suffrage a reality.

In the early 20th century, only men had
the “right” to vote. At that time, women
were relegated to cleaning, cooking, laun-
dering and having and raising children. It
was a “man’s world,” and the men who
ran it believed women should not be in-
volved in the election of political leaders.
A woman’s place was in the home.

But during years of protest, Women’s
Clubs across the nation were holding
meetings and marching to make the cause
of women’s suffrage known and under-
stood. Women’s Clubs helped to estab-
lish this powerful privilege. It is now our
individual responsibility to exercise that
hard earned right.

Dr. Anita C. Smith
President, Woman’s Club of

Westfield

Fanwood Resident Feels Statements
By GOP Were False and Misleading

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Balagan – A hut built on stilts by the

Tartars
2. Tantivy – A swift, full gallop
3. Taraxacin – A bitter substance from

the root of the common dandelion
4. Yoicks – A cry used for urging on the

hounds in fox hunting

RUNNEL
1. A small channel or watercourse
2. A marine fish that ascends rivers to

spawn
3. A large pole used to motivate a raft

down a stream
4. A small European hawk

GLACK
1. Soft sleet or hail
2. A narrow mountain pass
3. Corn meal, mush
4. Discontent

DAGSWAIN
1. A type of dagger
2. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-

ing hot coffee cups
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A high, rocky hill

RUGOSE
1. Covered with wax
2. Tending to cause blisters
3. Having a rough and dry surface
4. Full of wrinkles or ridges

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

After hearing and reading the various
debates on the north side parking deck
project, I am still not clear on a number of
issues. In order for me to make an in-
formed vote on Tuesday, November 2,
the following information and topics
should be publicly addressed either at
town meetings or in publications such as
The Westfield Leader.

1) What is the current wait list for both
commuter and commercial parking? This
is the fundamental driver for the project.
It was previously disclosed that the origi-
nal list had instances of double counting
among parking lots. In addition, the take
rate for people approached for parking
was around 50 percent, yielding a lower
effective list. Has the list be been vetted
with new information?

2) Traffic: The north side deck will be
located on Prospect Street. The intersec-
tion of Prospect and East Broad currently
fails (unacceptable delay) and intersec-
tion of Prospect and East Dudley is at or
near capacity in the traffic study per-
formed by Edwards and Kelsey. Clearly,
the placement of the deck will generate
more traffic on these streets. What, if any,
mitigation can or will be performed? How
much will it cost?

3) Economics and Social Good: After
all this due diligence, it is clear that the
parking deck will not be self funding
based upon current market rates for park-

ing. As a result, the deck must be subsi-
dized. In the current plan, the subsidy is
coming from a system wide raise in rates.
This is money that would otherwise be
used by town for other expenses. While
on a percentage basis of total town rev-
enue this subsidy may not be large, I do
need some selling on this concept. Di-
verting money that can benefit the town
as whole to subsidize 250-300 net spaces
appears to benefit a few commuters and
commercial interests. I can accept a project
such as the library being subsidized since
the library benefits everyone in the town.
I would like to hear some explanation as
to how the town as a whole will benefit
from this parking project.

4) Financing: I understand that the town
typically issues 15 year bonds for projects
but that a 25 year bond is being issued.
What is the justification for a longer-term
bond and subsequently higher risk?

I would like to emphasize that it consis-
tently appears the major issue that over-
hangs any parking project is the traffic
impact. Both everyday driving experi-
ences and statistics gathered by traffic-
engineering firms indicate that the town
as a whole (both South and Northside) has
a traffic problem. Improving the traffic
flow in the town should supercede any
parking deck development.

Nick Karter
Westfield

I feel that I must respond to the false and
misleading statements being made by the
Fanwood Republicans, who are running
against Democratic Council President Kathy
Mitchell and Councilman Joe Higgins.

The first false statement concerns mu-
nicipal spending under the 2004 operat-
ing budget, the first year of Mayor Col-
leen Mahr’s term. Spending did not go up
as is being claimed by the Republican
candidates. In fact, Mayor Mahr, with the
help of Council President Kathy Mitchell,
reduced Fanwood’s spending by about
$50,000 according to the borough’s fi-
nance officer.

The second statement has the Republi-
can candidates touting the previous plan
for Fanwood’s downtown redevelopment
as a good one. Wasn’t that the plan that
called for up to 120 housing units while
having no discussion about how to deal
with the traffic impact? It was not what the
people of Fanwood wanted and we said so
last year by voting against those officials
who supported it. I thought that at least the
Republican council candidates would have
realized that and would now be listening to
the people – I guess they are not. I, for one,
do not want someone on the borough coun-
cil who is not listening to us or acting in our
best interest.

The third misleading statement is about
La Grande Park. They are complaining
that the field realignment has “been on

ice” even though the funds have been
available for several years. Let’s remem-
ber that before 2004, the town’s govern-
ment was controlled by the Republicans
(2000-2003) and they failed to do any-
thing about the park. This year Demo-
cratic Councilman Joe Higgins and Coun-
cil President Kathy Mitchell are taking
the lead by actually presenting a good
plan for the realignment and finding addi-
tional money for this project.

The last falsehood the Republican can-
didates make is that not enough money
was cut from this year’s budget. They
conveniently forget that for four years
when they controlled the council, the
Republicans did nothing to reduce the
budget. The two Republicans on the coun-
cil this year made no public suggestions
about where the town budget could be
reduced, and they opposed the mayor
when she successfully sought property
tax relief from Trenton. I guess the Re-
publican candidates want fewer police?
Or maybe no annual bulk trash pick up?
We need experienced leaders like Coun-
cil President Kathy Mitchell and profes-
sional land use planners like Councilman
Joe Higgins on the Fanwood Borough
Council and not newcomers with no ex-
perience who only offer the failed past as
our future.

Donna Zucker
Fanwood

All across our nation this month, Ameri-
cans will participate in programs that aim
to prevent domestic violence, child abuse
and bullying.

When I was growing up, society ac-
cepted bullying as a normal part of grow-
ing up, and that sometimes a life lesson
could be learned by standing up to the
person who was bullying you. But the
world is a different place today and the
tragic events on April 20th, 1999 at Col-
umbine High School called us to attention.

As Union County’s chief law enforce-
ment officer, I have jurisdiction over all
crimes committed in the county, and our
staff works each day to investigate, arrest
and prosecute criminals. We also dedi-
cate many resources toward preventing
crime and intervening before situations
get out of hand. The prosecutor’s office
has taken a leadership role in the county’s
anti-bullying, anti-violence, anti-drug and
anti-gang educational efforts.

We are trying to protect our youth, our
most valuable resource. In every criminal
act, there are perpetrators and victims,
who both suffer short and long-term con-
sequences. The physical and emotional
scars of the victims are real, and we work
with those who are scarred, battered or
emotionally traumatized each day,

whether in our Victim/Witness Advo-
cacy, Child Abuse, Domestic Violence or
Juvenile Justice Units.

On September 6, 2001, New Jersey
became one of 15 states to pass legislation
addressing bullying, harassment and in-
timidation. The law requires every school
district to have a policy in place to address
prevention strategies and stop this nega-
tive behavior, thereby making school per-
sonnel accountable for intervention at the
earliest detection. But schools are not
solely responsible for combating bully-
ing, drugs and violence. Adult interven-
tion is required no matter where children,
youth or young adults chat or congregate.

Bullying, harassment, and intimida-
tion are common anti-social and aggres-
sive behaviors, and pervasive forms of
violence, which should not and cannot be
accepted as “a normal rite of passage.”

I urge you to join us in proactive work
to help stop the pain that bullying causes
and to intervene for the sake of our chil-
dren and all youth who are affected by the
ravages of drugs, violence and gang ac-
tivity. They are our future, and they de-
serve our help and protection.

Theodore Romankow
Prosecutor of Union County

Landlords, Tenants, Residents Should
Treat Each Other With Respect

I was downtown last Saturday morning,
in an establishment on East Broad, when I
heard a loud pounding on the back door.
When the young woman who worked there
went to answer it, she was met with a
barrage of insults and threats hurled toward
her by the landlord regarding a car that had
apparently been parked in the wrong spot.

Although she had closed the door behind
her (since she was used to her landlord acting
this way), the decibel of his voice and its
vitriol could still clearly be heard through the
thickness of the door. When she came back
in to get the employee to whom the car in
question belonged, she too was met with an
equally thunderous eruption.

Finally, I couldn’t stand to hear these
young women castigated any longer, I
opened the door myself and asked the man
to please calm down. He then began to
threaten me by saying that he would make
sure I was out of a job. When I informed him
that I didn’t work there but was merely a
citizen of this town that didn’t appreciate his
tone taken with these young women, he said
I should go back inside and that this matter
didn’t concern me. But it does.

I realize that landlords in effect “own
this town” but I have to say, coming from
a family who has owned both businesses
and commercial buildings in central New
Jersey, I have never witnessed the strangle-
hold that seems to go on here in Westfield.

My family has always had a nurturing
relationship with the businesses, small or
large, in our buildings. And of course, I’m
not saying all Westfield landlords act as
horribly as this one, however, I have yet to
hear about an instance where property own-
ers are actually working with the merchants.

Instead, I hear stories like the one from
the owners of a small antique shop, bul-
lied and harangued by their neighboring
landlord who insisted they move their
outdoor merchandise because he wanted

to drive in front of their store (which faces
a parking lot) in order to more conve-
niently exit onto Elm instead of Prospect.
With no regard for their merchandise or
even their customers, his only concern
was how quickly he could exit the parking
lot. What ever happened to civility?

Those who support the building of a
garage like to point back to the state of the
downtown 15 years ago when there were
several vacancies. Yet, very few people
realize that the reason for those vacancies
was because many of the landlords kept
rents sky high hoping to attract the lucrative
chains. And guess what? They succeeded!

No one promised the Gap, Williams
Sonoma or Starbucks a parking garage.
Yet they obviously checked out the demo-
graphics and are running successful busi-
nesses. In fact, several years ago, the Gap
even wanted to open a third store in our
downtown…is that we really want, or need?

I realize the mayor likes to talk about
progress and to keep Westfield moving
forward, but I feel his priorities couldn’t
be more off course. There are so many
issues in this town that have gone virtu-
ally ignored in favor of his single-minded,
full-steam-ahead attitude towards build-
ing a garage, any garage. Even in the lot
that was rated the worst possible location
according to parking studies that he com-
missioned and paid for with hundreds of
thousands of taxpayer dollars!

I shudder to imagine what Westfield
will become if and when this garage is
built. Let’s think about what is really
important for this town and the safety of
our families. Let’s think about the values
we’d like to impart to our children and the
reason most Westfielders chose this com-
munity. Lets say enough is enough.

Maria Boyes
Westfield
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Our Spirit Proves to Be Strong;
Pancake Breakfast a Huge Success
The Support Our Troops Pancake Breakfast Satur-

day at the Westfield Armory was an enormous suc-
cess. Congratulations are due to all the organizers
and to those who attended. Over 75 companies and
private individuals donated goods and services, while
dozens of individuals volunteered their labor to cook
and serve food that day.

The benefit was for the families of our National
Guard soldiers serving on active duty and soon to be
in Iraq. Some of our local soldiers are already over
there. The turnout for the breakfast was huge. Per-
haps more than 1,000 attended. People from all over
the region supported the event.

For example, several shuttle buses arrived, among
them one was from Kenilworth. Mayor John Gregorio
from Linden was spotted in the crowd. Congressman
Michael Ferguson of Warren wore an apron as he
served tables — and an hour later, his challenger for
the office on November 2, Colonel USMC (ret.)
Steve Brozak took over waiting duties. Westfield
Mayor Greg McDermott and his wife, Andrea, mixed
with the crowd and the organizers. Senator Thomas
Kean, Jr. dined with families alongside Phil Morin,
former mayor of Cranford.

Volunteers from Fanwood were among the serv-
ers, and a couple from Springfield and a family from
Roselle Park were just a few of the folks from
neighboring towns who turned out for the event.
There was a 20-minute wait at one point due to the
overflow crowd. This steady stream continued for
four hours.

The event was upbeat and attended by families,
friends and supporters of all ages, representing a
diverse social group. There were no speeches and all
were proud to be there. Additionally, individuals
were stationed outside to direct people where to park

and enter the building.
The success of the event left the organizers and

sponsors beaming. They included the 117th Cal-
vary Association, American Legion Post No. 3,
Atlas Pythagoras Lodge No. 10 Free and Accepted
Masons, Caring Hearts from Home, Knights of
Columbus Council No. 1711, the Lions Club of
New Jersey District 16E and the Woman’s Club of
Westfield.

The last time we saw an event of such magnitude
at the armory was the V2K dinner dance celebration
in November of 2000 — an event for the millennium.
Over 700 attended.

The V2K Veterans 2000 Dinner Dance was held on
Saturday, November 11, 2000 at the Armory. The
Westfield Historical Society, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Military and Veterans Affairs and the Re-
serve Officers Association of New Jersey hosted this
gala event to raise funds for veterans’ causes in the
state and to honor America’s veterans. “Specifically,
we are raising funds that will be donated to the New
Jersey Disabled Veterans for the purchase of much
needed transportation,” Westfield Historical Society
President Donald Mokrauer said at the time.

Brian Mueller, Chairman of the event, organized
broad-based participation from many groups for this
program. The late Charles Brown of the Society
served as treasurer for the gala.

Little did we know back then that we’d encounter
the dastardly events of 9/11 and find our troops at
war in Afghanistan and Iraq. The gala in 2000 was to
thank and celebrate all those who kept us free in the
past – our veterans. In contrast, the event last Satur-
day celebrated all those currently fighting and keep-
ing us free at the present.

Our spirit proves still to be strong.

McDermott Defends Transparency of Parking Process
And Accomplishments of Westfield Council This Year

I find it alarming that in a letter sub-
mitted to the editor last week, a Westfield
resident felt that information on the re-
development plan has not been available
to the public. Clearly, the author has not
been in attendance over the past two
years during the public presentations
made by Desman Associates, Edwards
and Kelcey, HKT Nassau and other pro-
fessionals outlining the plan and strat-
egy for our proposed parking improve-
ments.

These very same presentations have
also been rebroadcast on TV36 on a
regularly scheduled basis. In addition,
there is a website available on which any
resident can read the reports and learn
about the proposed project at
westfieldredevelopmentproject.com.

The author may not agree with the
results of the council’s work; he is en-
titled to his opinion, but he cannot accu-
rately accuse the council or members of
the administration of not having informa-
tion available. This has been a transpar-
ent process as evidenced by the many
comments we have received about the
proposed project.

I also take exception to the author
faulting the council for discussing the

deck at the expense of other town priori-
ties. Over the past year, we have over-
seen the implementation of more than $1
million worth of infrastructure improve-
ments including road repaving, sewer
improvements and sidewalk replace-
ment.

We have established a daily fee pro-
gram for commuter parking and continue
to add technological improvements to our
parking system. We have continued to
upgrade and replace important safety
equipment for our emergency personnel.

We are also working hard to establish
new ordinances for stronger regulations
regarding demolitions of existing homes
and curbing the size of new homes being
built in neighborhoods.

The council, working with the recre-
ation commission, helped establish a new
maintenance program to improve our
parks and fields and as members of the
Westfield Memorial Pool can attest to,
new bathroom facilities were completed
at Memorial Pool in time for use this
summer.

These are just some of the things that
we have accomplished recently and while
discussions about parking seem to domi-
nate our meetings, the council continues

to work on the many other important
issues facing our town.

Finally, since the author has clearly not
attended council meetings, he cannot com-
ment on the often ugly tone that too many
of these meetings have assumed. How-
ever, his comments about me sadly re-
flect the ongoing personal attacks directed
at council members both during meetings
and in this paper as a result of the parking
discussions.

As a lifelong resident of this commu-
nity, I am disheartened by the mean spir-
ited discourse surrounding a parking is-
sue that dates back more than three de-
cades. There are no personal agendas in
play and no council member will benefit
in anyway as a result of a parking pro-
posal. We are all volunteers who are
willing to give up a great deal of personal
and family time to ensure the future vital-
ity of our hometown.

Regardless of what issue may come
before the council in the months ahead,
parking or otherwise, I sincerely hope
that name-calling will not become a new
and unfortunate part of council proceed-
ings.

Greg McDermott
Mayor of Westfield
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Candidate Objects to
Reelection Mailings

Garwood residents received a letter
today signed by Freeholders Sullivan and
Kowalski who are running in the Nov.
2nd election. It tells residents what they’ve
done for them. It is on Union County
letterhead yet it has paid for by their
campaign language on the bottom.

I find it disturbing that county govern-
ment is allowing their freeholders to con-
fuse taxpayers/voters as to where the mes-
sage is coming from. This should not be
allowed to happen in a democratic society.

Most people don’t know if the message
they are getting is coming from the politi-
cal party or the county government. What
results is the all Democratic Freeholder
Board has the taxpayers paying a huge
chunk of their campaign expenses. I docu-
mented that they spent upwards of
$620,000 of tax dollars on last years cam-
paign season alone.

Why is the press allowing this propa-
ganda to go under-reported? Mentioning
it once a year isn’t enough. If you exposed
what they are doing every time they did it,
they just might have to stop.

As it stands now, it’s working great for
them. They have the taxpayers paying for
their successful “Image Building Cam-
paign” and then voting them back into
office, without ever knowing that they
helped pay for their political campaign.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Editor’s note: Mrs. Renna is the wife of
Joe Renna, GOP Candidate for Union
County Freeholder.




