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Union County Acreage Up to 127 With
Purchases in Plainfield and Berkeley Heights

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The freeholder board continued its
efforts last Thursday night to pre-
serve open space in Union County.
The board approved the first reading
of an ordinance and passed an ac-
companying resolution to purchase a
six-acre farm in Plainfield for $1.9
million. Peterson’s Farm is believed
to be one of the last active urban
farms in the state. Established in 1885,
the farm was once used to raise cattle
for dairy, and grain for feed.

The Peterson family will be given a
lifetime tenancy on the property, al-
lowing for the continued operation of
the farm.

The farmland, which is located at
1229-1253 Cushing Road in
Plainfield, contains a large two-story
farm-style home, detached barn, in-
ground pool, pasture fencing and live-
stock that includes cows and chick-
ens, which are used to produce dairy
and eggs which are available for sale
to the general public along with pump-
kins. Some of farm animals are from
the former Terry Lou Zoo in Scotch
Plains.

The purchase of the farm brings the
total acreage saved under the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund to 127 acres.
The county’s open space fund is fi-
nanced through a 1.5 cent per $100 of
assessed value on Union County prop-
erties.

The board last week announced the
purchase of 17 acres of land on Snyder
Avenue in Berkeley Heights for $13
million in a joint agreement with the
township. The land, which had been
the subject of litigation for 15 years,
was sought by a developer for the
construction of 259 residential units.
The county paid $8 million of the
purchase price through the open space
fund with Berkley Heights chipping
in $5 million.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford noted that the site had origi-
nally been the home of Shaw Plastics
and Barry Oil Service and Duffy Fu-
els. Once the property is cleaned up
by the existing owner, plans are to
construct a senior center on the Ber-
keley Heights portion of the land.
The county portion will contain play-
ing fields as well as a recreation area
maintained by the township.

“I think (the purchase) will really
help improve the lives of senior citi-
zens of Berkeley Heights,” said Free-
holder Kowalski.

In other business, it appears that
election season is in full swing in
Union County. Two freeholder can-
didates traded barbs last Thursday
night over what each said was the
other’s illegal placement of campaign

signs in the county.
Republican Bruce Paterson of

Garwood accused a Democratic Free-
holder, later identified as Rick Proc-
tor of Rahway, of placing campaign
placards on utility poles which urge
voters to support the Democratic line
on Election Day.

“We are looking at some sort of
criminality,” Mr. Paterson said, stating
that the signs must be removed. He also
noted his support for a two-party politi-
cal system. The nine-member freeholder
board has been all Democratic since
1998. His comment drew a terse re-
mark from Freeholder Proctor.

“I’m against one-party rule and
your party (Republican) is the party I
am against,” Freeholder Proctor re-
sponded to Mr. Paterson.

Freeholder Proctor also shot back
by calling Mr. Paterson’s charges on
illegal campaign signs “another red
herring in the campaign.” He said the
charges are the “height of hypocrisy,”
noting that his Republican opponent
has placed political signs for his elec-
tion in the rights of ways throughout
Clark Township.

On another issue, the freeholders
paid tribute to Gary Whyte and the
family of Whitney Weldon of
Westfield for their efforts in raising
public awareness for Fibrodyplasia
Ossificans Progressiva, better known
as FOP, a genetic disorder that causes
bone to form in muscles, tendons,
ligaments, and tissues. With FOP,
found in children, the body produces
too much bone and forms an extra
skeleton resulting in immobilization
of joints in the body. The disease
affects some 2,500 people world-
wide.

FOP hit home for the Weldon fam-
ily on April 3, 2001 when Whitney
Weldon, the 12-year-old daughter of
Hillary and William Weldon, was
diagnosed with FOP. Gary Whyte of
Mountainside, a family friend, has
helped spear-head the effort to raise
awareness of the disabling disease.

To date, 251 mayors in the state and
20 of 21 New Jersey counties have
passed resolutions supporting re-
search for FOP. All 566 mayors in the
state have been contacted by Mr.
Whyte as well as all 21 county free-
holder boards and the state legisla-
ture. A bill sponsored by Senator Tom
Kean, Jr., S-73, designated the week
of October 10 through 16 as FOP
Week in New Jersey.

“We have come a long, long way,”
said Mr. Whyte of the support FOP is
now receiving in the Garden State.

“Gary Whyte is a man who has
made a difference,” said Hillary
Weldon, holding back tears as she
spoke to the freeholder board. “Gary

gave me the tools to learn how to fight
for my child.”

To date, over $1 million has been
raised by The Weldon FOP Research
Fund at the University of
Pennsylvania’s Medical School.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, in
thanking the Weldon family for at-
tending the freeholders meeting,
called Mrs. Weldon a “marvelous
advocate” for FOP.

The board also approved a resolution
designating October, 2004 as “Domes-
tic Violence Month” in the county.

Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood, a
Republican candidate for freeholder,
applauded the resolution. She said do-
mestic violence is the second most re-
ported crime in Union County. She said
nationally six women a day and 1,800 a
year are killed by their husbands. Over
the past few years in New Jersey, there
were 67 domestic murder-suicides.

“Domestic suicide affects every-
one,” said Mrs. Quattrocchi, a do-
mestic violence survivor herself. She
also noted that date rape is on the rise,
adding that youth must be educated
on the dangers of date rape starting in
the middle school grades.

John Wohlrab resigned from the
freeholder board on October 13, fol-
lowing his arrest for domestic vio-
lence. There was no mention of his
arrest at the meeting although the
freeholder’s nameplate on the dais in
the freeholders meeting room had
already been removed. He has said he
is innocent of the charges.

Mr. Wohlrab joined the board in
March to replace Nicholas Scutari
who was elected to the State Senate
last November. Published reports in-
dicate that Nancy Ward, a Linden
attorney, will be named by the Union
County Democratic Committee as
the new freeholder. Mr. Wohlrab and
Mr. Scutari are both Linden resi-
dents.

Mr. Knapp to Recall
Youth Under Hitler

FANWOOD – Clark resident
Ludwig Wilhelm Knapp will share
his story of “Growing Up Under
Hitler” at the Tuesday, October 26
meeting of the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The meeting will begin at 8 p.m. at the
Fanwood train station, located at North
and Martine Avenues, and is open to all.

Born in Dormagen, Germany in 1930,
Mr. Knapp was enrolled as a member of
the elite Hitler Jugend (Youth) after his
father was drafted into the Nazi Army
and his mother committed suicide. Mr.
Knapp will discuss how he lived under
Hitler’s regime and eventually immi-
grated to the United States.

Fellowship and refreshments will fol-
low the meeting. For further informa-
tion, please call Richard Bousquet, Presi-
dent of the Historical Society, at (908)
232-1199.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Republican candidate for Union County Surro-
gate, Michael Panagos, left, stopped in at The Westfield Leader and The Times
office for an interview with Lauren Pass last week.

Local Chapter to Host
Meet UNICO Night

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood UNICO invites all
men and women of Italian heritage
and their spouses to Meet UNICO on
Wednesday, October 27, from 7 to 9
p.m. at Giovanna’s Restaurant, 1462
South Avenue.

As members of the largest Italian-
American service organization in the
United States, SP-F UNICO continues
to demonstrate its dedication to the goal
of “Service Above Self.”

Best known for its annual Labor Day
Italian Festival, this local chapter has
awarded nearly $1 million in support
and scholarships throughout its history.
It continues these efforts within the com-
munity while also promoting Italian
cultural events and exhibitions.

Additional information about the SP-
F UNICO can be found at
www.spfunico.org or by calling (908)
889-2200.

Westfielder Mike Panagos
Makes a Run for Surrogate

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield resident and former five
term Westfield Town Counciman Mike
Panagos is making a run for Union
County Surrogate on the Republican
ticket on Tuesday, November 2.

Mr. Panagos has been a practiving
attorney for 27 years. He previously
served as Union County’s First
Deputy County Council where he was
responsible for supervising the legal
department in connection with Union
County Social Services. He is cur-
rently a general practice lawyer with
an emphasis on family and estate
litigations.

“The Surrogate’s office is not badly
run,” Mr. Panagos told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “But compassion
needs to emphasized coming from
the employees. They have to remem-
ber that the people coming in don’t do
this every day and they’re nervous.”

He said that the Surrogate’s office
needs to “be able to have acurate,
comprehensive and timely access to
records.” He said that he has heard of
cases where 20 year old files are
needed and the office has had trouble
locating them.

Mr. Panagos said that he will look
into the possible expansion of
evening hours throughout the county,
as it is difficult for people to get to
Elizabeth.

He said that it is important to have a
competent and honest person in the of-
fice of surrogate. Mr. Panagos explained
that the Surrogate plays a big role in the
appointment of guardians for children
and incompetent individuals. Even after
the guardian is appointed, the surrogate
must be diligent in making sure they are
doing right by their charge.




