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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s almost time for Halloween and
there’s nothing like reading a book about
the holiday to really get you in the
mood!

Halloween is the biggest
night of the year in outer space,
but how do creatures in other
galaxies celebrate? Read the
picture book, “How to Trick
or Treat in Outer Space” by
Kathleen Krull (Holiday
House, 2004) to learn about a
Halloween adventure that is
out of this world.

Candlewick Press has
published a whole shelf full
of Halloween books. Here
are a few of their Hallow-
een “treats.” The 1985 clas-
sic, “The Night of the Pa-
per Bag Monsters” by
Helen Craig has recently
been re-released. It’s a story
about Halloween and also
about friendship. In an-
other book, seven year-old
Ben wants to design his own
costume this year. What
does he have in mind? You
soon find out when you
read “The Best Halloween
of All” by Susan Wojciechowski (2000).

Very young readers can learn to count
with “Two Little Witches” by Harriet
Ziefert, and elementary school age read-
ers will enjoy a Halloween surprise that
pops right up at you in “Dracula’s Tomb”
by Colin McNaughton. Ben the ghost
just can’t say boo and he needs to learn fast
so he can scare people on Halloween. Will

he learn in time? “Say Boo” is a board
book targeted towards very young readers
and listeners.

Cinderella Skeleton makes every day
seem like Halloween in “Cinderella Skel-
eton” by Robert San Souci (First Voyager

Books, 2004). Boris and
Bella are planning a mon-
ster mash. The only prob-
lem is they don’t get along.
To learn if they eventually
become friends read “Boris
and Bella” by Carolyn
Crimi (Harcourt Children’s
Books, 2004).

Herbert the black cat
needs a home, and he’s
heard that witches like black
cats. Will he find a special
witch to call his own? Read
“Excuse Me,,,Are You a
Witch?” by Emily Horn
(Charlesbridge, 2004)

Authors Georgie Adams
and Emily Bolam collabo-
rated on “The Three Little
Witches,” a book that older
elementary school age chil-
dren will enjoy reading. It
is published by Hyperion
Books for Children (2001),
a publisher that has put out
an entire series about the

three witches — Zara, Ziggy and Zoe.
Children who like reading poetry will

enjoy “Skeleton Bones and Goblin
Groans: Poems for Halloween” by Amy
Sklansky (Henry Holt, 2004).

Here’s a Halloween joke for you: What’s
the scariest book in the library? Why, the
diction “hairy” of course! Happy Hallow-
een!
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The MMMMMorristoorristoorristoorristoorristown Cwn Cwn Cwn Cwn CraftMraftMraftMraftMraftMarararararket &ket &ket &ket &ket &
FFFFFancy Fancy Fancy Fancy Fancy Food Food Food Food Food Fest est est est est will be held this
weekend, Friday, October 22, to Sun-
day, October 24, at the National Guard
Armory, 430 Western Avenue in
Morristown. This juried show, which
includes over 135 artisans, will feature
an array of exquisite handcrafted work,
including jewelry like the complexly
crafted butterfly pin, pictured, below,
hand-blown glass vases, elegant wood
furniture, hand-woven clothing and
more. In addition, there will be free

workshops for children, gourmet foods
and a display of books. Admission is
$8 and discount coupons are available
at www.morristowncraftmarket.com.
For more information, please call (973)
895-3356.

* * * * * * *
The GGGGGlen Mlen Mlen Mlen Mlen Miller Oiller Oiller Oiller Oiller Orrrrrchestra chestra chestra chestra chestra is

alive and well, and under the leader-
ship of trombonist Larry O’Brien,
the legendary group will make an
appearance at the Union County Arts
Center (UCAC) on Friday, October
22, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $22 to $28
per person. For more information
about jitterbugging in the aisles, please
call the UCAC at (732) 489-8227.

* * * * * * *
For a different kind of concert per-

formance, MMMMMelba Melba Melba Melba Melba Moorooroorooroore e e e e will appear
at Kean University’s Wilkins Theatre
on Thursday, October 28, at 7:30
p.m. Tickets for the general public are
$25 per person and may be purchased
at http://wilkinstheatre.kean.edu/
buytickets.html or call the box office
at (908) 737-7469.

* * * * * * *
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By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Kevin Johnson will debut The Silly
Season, a new documentary about
Westfield, Cacciola Place and town
politics on Thursday, October 28, at 7
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School.

According to Johnson, a graduate of
Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications, the
film originated from a project assigned
to Johnson at Syracuse about docu-
mentary pre-production and writing.

Originally, he told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, he was eager to focus the docu-
mentary entirely on Cacciola Place, but
the project rapidly evolved and ex-
panded to the then-heated controversy
over redistricting Cacciola, as well as
David Haas’ campaign for Westfield
Town Council.

Fellow resident Lisa Quackenbush
put Johnson in touch with Haas, who
was receptive to the project and offered
him complete access to his campaign.

Johnson said, “It was really exciting
to be inside a campaign from the very
start.”

The documentary was produced over
eight months in 2003 and Johnson com-
pleted production over this summer.

The Silly Season also features musi-
cal performances from members of
Bethel Baptist Church, as well as inter-
views with former Third Ward Coun-
cilman Claire Lazarowitz, Westfield

Neighborhood Council Vice-President
Mary Withers and former Jersey City
mayor and Westfield High School
alumnus Bret Schundler.

Johnson said he learned a lot about
the political process, how to make an
effective documentary, the importance
of civic duties and gained a true respect
for “people who work for our town on
both sides of the aisle.”

“The documentary will mean some-
thing different to people living in and
out of Westfield,” remarked Johnson.
He added that those familiar with
Westfield will think the film is about
Haas, while those who know Haas will
pick up on the film’s nuances about
Westfield.

Johnson said, “Hopefully, the film
will encourage viewers to become ac-
tive citizens.”

Coincidentally, noted Johnson, the
title of the documentary was derived
from the lead-in of a caption in May
22, 2003 issue of The Leader/Times
which read, “The Silly Season” and
also featured former Mayor Thomas
Jardim and his family at Haas’ cam-
paign kick-off party.

Currently, Johnson is employed at
Passaic Community College, video-
tapes weddings and is an intern at
Working Dog Productions.

The October 28 premiere is open to
the public and admission is free.
Johnson will be available to answer
questions from the audience following
the screening.
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Stephen Sondheim, master of the
clever lyric and intriguing music is
alive and well at the Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC). Company, the first
offering in CDC’s 75th season, is vin-
tage Sondheim, boasting of at least
three familiar songs and a theme that
is repeated daily in America.

Sondheim always presents mar-
riage as challenge. Look at his Fol-
lies, Into the Woods and A Little
Night Music. Broadway pro-
ducer Hal Prince said that
Bobby, Company’s main char-
acter was “a device used to

link a series of vignettes about mar-
riage.” This observation is accurate.

With a wonderfully strong musical
ensemble and robust instrumental
opening, the show begins with the
35th birthday party of a handsome
single man named Bobby (Rich
Sibello). The entire piece is a flashback
to his relationships with five couples
who constantly try to match make
even though their own marriages are
not stellar.

Director Joe Vierno’s substantial,
pleasing set is complete with scrim and
Manhattan backdrop. He has foregone

the usual neon lights surrounding a
multilevel structure, but his matt black
structure works well.

A small yet powerful musical combo,
ably directed by Jim Szabo, nestles be-
hind the black curtained set piece. The
combo’s refrains carry just fine through-

out the intimate theater.
The use of off stage sing-

ers called “Vocal Mi-
nority” of Karen
Chamis, Jean
McCauley and Tiffany

Wilson is a treat.
More amplifica-

tion of their
meshed har-

monies would have been nice.
Main character Bobby first visits

friends Sarah (Colleen Kraft) and her
husband Harry (Jeffrey Dopson) who
start the show with energy and vivacity.
Because of Sarah’s obsession with choco-
late, pizza and Sara Lee confections,
Harry classifies her as a “food voyeur.”
While Sarah tries to diet, Harry tries to
resist the lure of alcohol. Their never-
ending tug-of-war for verbal control is
typical Sondheim. Needless nit pick-
ing develops into a hilarious karate
sequence and subsequent wrestling
match with neither one wanting to cry
“uncle.”

Amid those fun and games, Joann
(Anamaria Llanos-Carrizo) sings, “It’s
the Little Things You Do Together,”
inserting Sondheim’s wry commentary
on matrimony.

At the end of the scene, Bobby asks
Harry, “Are you ever sorry you got
married?” Harry stands, hands in
pockets and sings from his heart,
“You’re always sorry/grateful…” ex-
plaining the paradox of love. Vierno’s
good direction prevents excessive
movement to detract from the power
of the lyrics.

The next pair of friends is deliriously
happy to tell Bobby they are getting a
divorce. In a twist of fate, they are happier
together than they have ever been. An-
other couple shares an evening with Bobby
getting high. At the night’s end, though,
the wife confesses that she’s too old and
“too square” for such shenanigans.

Later, Bobby looks for a girl who is
the conglomeration of all of these mar-
ried women. His “Someone is Wait-
ing” is his best song, revealing vulner-
ability. He asks the questions plaguing
many single 30 year olds: “Did I wait
too long…did I miss her?”

In “Another Hundred People,” one
of Bobby’s love interests, Marta
(Robyn Bloom) explains how count-
less people flood into New York City
every day. Bloom’s angst explains her
love/hate ambivalence with the Big
Apple. The actress handles challeng-
ing higher notes with the right mix of
belt and head tones. Simple yet effec-
tive staging with the park bench and
newspaper really work to make this
one of the best numbers in the show.

Another mesmerizing scene offers
Bobby as the best man in his friend
Paul’s wedding. Paul (Nuno de Sousa)
tenderly sings, “Today is for Amy”
while his wife-to-be frenetically ticks
off the reasons why she shouldn’t get
married today. Amy (Esther Cohen)
exudes just the right amount of frenzy
in a scene of the neurosis of last-
minute wedding jitters.

In the background, the melody of
Melissa Loderstedt’s rich choral refrain
juxtaposed with Cohen’s hysteria pro-
vides an interesting close to Act I.

Alyson Pemoulies’ choreography
complete with straw hats, canes and
flowing ensemble movement in “Side
by Side by Side” ushers in Act II.
Pemoulie, who also plays Kathy in the
show, adds sensuality with her lovely
lyric dance interludes.

Another classic Sondheim song,
“Here’s to the Ladies that Lunch” is
delivered by a husky-voiced, martini

      Risa Abrams for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Karen MalKaren MalKaren MalKaren MalKaren Mal

      Risa Abrams for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jay MankitaJay MankitaJay MankitaJay MankitaJay Mankita
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD -- With the chilly fall
season in full swing, finding ways to
warm up is on many of our minds.
Westfield’s Coffee with Conscience se-
ries gets the job done in more ways than
one. This showcase of music, coupled
with delicious coffee and desserts, func-
tions not only to entertain, but to raise
money for charities.

Coffee with Conscience, presented
by Ahrre Maros and his shop, Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery, features independent
musicians from all over the country.
Maros seeks charismatic, acoustic pop

singers, many of whom he calls friends,
and takes pride in helping lesser-known
acts “build an audience base.”

The series takes place on the third
Saturday of each month in Westfield,
with one-third of the proceeds from
ticket sales going to charity. Local con-
tributors, including The Westfield Ser-
vice League, whose donation provided
a new sound system, support the series.

“I think they deserve a lot of thanks,”
Maros said.

Last Saturday’s concert was a double-
bill show featuring musicians Karen
Mal and Jay Mankita, each performing
solo in the first set.

Mal opened with “My Heaven.” In
her heaven, “you’ll never get sunburned
‘cause love is the light.” This award-
winning songstress currently lives in

Austin, Tex., “a huge musical soup” as
she so proudly calls it. Her soothing
voice revealed a hint of a southern
drawl, and she hit the high notes with
ease.

Mal’s songs reveal personal situa-
tions, as she often references specific
experiences. Her gentle guitar playing
is the perfect complement to her lyrics.
With her wide eyes and joyous facial
expressions, it was easy to feel good
during her set.

The moment Mankita took the stage,
he had the audience laughing. More-
over, his songs blend perfectly with the
Coffee with Conscience mission. His
musical satire is delivered with an acous-
tic guitar in hand and a wide smile that
is contagious.

In both his physical appearance and
folk rock style, Mankita is a cross be-
tween Paul Simon and Bruce
Springsteen. His cheerful quirkiness,
bubbly sway, and wide range of topics
make him enjoyable for anyone. He
covered a wide range of topics, from
joking about politics in the song “They
Lied” to seeking alternative words to
reference his independent girlfriend.

Mankita was so eager to share his
craft that he bounced on the balls of his
feet, virtually growing taller with each
word. He encouraged audience par-
ticipation, and an enthusiastic boy glee-
fully sang along.

In the second set, Mal and Mankita
played together. Each took turns per-
forming their own songs while the
other provided instrumental accompa-
niment and delightful harmonies. Mal
alternated between her acoustic guitar
and mandolin.

They frequently exchanged friendly
glances, and Mankita remarked,
“Doesn’t she have a fantastically beau-
tiful voice?”

Later in the second set, the musi-
cians showed off their versatility. On
“Morning Face,” his album’s title track,
Mankita showcased his softer side.

“It’s actually not a comedy song,” he
remarked. Equally as touching was
Mal’s “Beneath My Quilt,” in which
she sang, “I want to melt like sugar in
hot water. I want to find a door through
the wall we’ve built beneath my quilt.”

The mood brightened with Mankita’s
“Tracy at the Bat.” Though geared

toward children, it was a nice surprise
for those who never thought they would
hear “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”
on the mandolin.

Mal and Mankita will play shows for
children as Halloween approaches.

“Are you loathsome tonight? Is your
gauze wrapped too tight?” is their hu-
morous spin on the standard “Are You
Lonesome Tonight?” With a slight tilt
of Mal’s curly blond head and smiles
from ear to ear, the duo proved that
performing was what they were meant
to do.

The parodies continued with “From
a Dog’s Stance,” instead of Bette
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Sally Williams
Cook, a Westfield native, will host a
pajama party for children ages four to
eight on Tuesday, October 26, at 7
p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library to cel-
ebrate the publication of
her first picture book,
“Good Night Pillow
Fight,” published by
HarperCollins.

Cook will present a
slide show, “How a Pic-
ture Book Is Made,” and
she will sign copies of
her book. Refreshments
and an art project will be
included.

All participants must sign-up for the
event at the library. Space is limited.

Cook grew up in Westfield and
graduated Westfield High School in

1972.
An avid children’s book enthusiast,

she said, “My mother taught nursery
school at the Wesley Hall Nursery

School for many years.
She was a big influence
on my interest in chil-
dren and children’s lit-
erature.”

Cook’s first book, “An-
other Season: A Coach’s
Story of Raising An Ex-
ceptional Son,” was pub-
lished in 1997 and was a
best seller.

The author has already
received two starred re-

views for “Good Night Pillow Fight”
on Amazon.com. Her articles and re-
views have appeared in many national
publications, including The New York
Times, Family Circle, and Parenting.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield Public
Schools welcomed three new fine arts
teachers, Mia Laine, Marylee Massenzio
and Christina Szczepkowski, this fall.

An elementary music instructor at
Franklin and Wilson Elementary
Schools in Westfield, Laine was em-
ployed at Gill Saint Bernard School in

Gladstone. A Westfield High School
graduate, she holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Music Education from the
University of Central Florida and a
Masters in Music Education from
Westminster Choir College of Rider
University in Lawrenceville. She is a
private piano instructor and organist.

Travel, arts events, reading, cooking
and music are Laine’s hobbies.

An art instructor at Franklin School,
Massenzio holds a Bachelor of Arts in
Fine Arts and is currently working to-
ward attaining her master’s degree. She
led a Head Start pre-school program at
Wanblee Indian School on Pine Ridge
Reservation in South Dakota. She has
taught in Colonial Hill Learning Cen-
ter of Westfield, and most recently
Bayberry School in Watchung.

Massenzio performs extensive vol-
unteer activities, including craft work-
shops at the Association of Retarded
Citizens and religious education teach-
ers, making bridal headpieces and trav-
eling. She has also penned a book,
“Naming Cats and Dogs.”

Szczepkowski, who hails from Me-
dia, Pa., recently received a Bachelor of
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