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During the first week
of November, the
Westfield Jaycees will
host an invitation-only
private viewing of Su-
per Size Me. Morgan
Spurlock, the film’s
producer/director, will
attend and participate
in a question and an-
swer session with com-
munity leaders.

“This is an exciting
opportunity for the
Westfield Jaycees to
bring to Westfield the
director of this
Sundance award-win-
ning feature that pro-
vokes dialogue into the health of our
children,” said Westfield Jaycees Presi-
dent and father of two children, Jeff
Pinkin. “We are already sponsors of the
Westfield Child Shield program.”

According to Pinkin, Westfield resi-
dent and film producer Michael Jackman
became acquainted with Spurlock

through his involve-
ment with the movie as
Post Production Super-
visor.

Jackman, who is also
a father of two chil-
dren, has strived to put
this event together, ac-
cording to Pinkin.

“When I moved
back to the East Coast
from Los Angeles, I
looked for a commu-
nity that aspired to the
same values I have and
that I could put down
roots for my family,”
noted Jackman.

In Super Size Me,
Spurlock unravels the

American obesity epidemic by inter-
viewing experts nationwide and by
subjecting himself to a “McDonald’s
only” diet for 30 days straight.

Pinkin said, “His Sundance award-
winning feature is as entertaining as it
horrifying as it dives into corporate
responsibility, nutritional education,
school lunch programs and how we as
a nation are eating ourselves to death.”

According to Pinkin, approximately
37 percent of American children and
adolescents are carrying too much fat
and two out of every three adults are
overweight or obese. He questions
whether it a matter of lacking self-con-
trol or if fast-food corporations should
bear the blame?

As he traveled, Spurlock interviewed
experts in 20 U.S. cities. From Surgeon
Generals to gym teachers, cooks to kids,
lawmakers to legislators, these authori-
ties shared their research, opinions and
“gut feelings” on our ever-expanding
girth.

Finally, Spurlock embarked on a most
unique experiment in which he personally
documents the effects of a fast food diet …
on himself. Quarter Pounders, Big Macs,
and Fries became Spurlock’s diet for 30
days straight as he subsisted exclusively on
items from the McDonald’s menu.

The Jaycees will also conduct a
Mercedes Benz Car Raffle to benefit
CONTACT We Care and local scholar-
ships. Members will sell a limited num-
ber of 400 tickets this year, with a planned
celebration and drawing on Saturday,
October 23, at Temple E-manuel.

For more information on membership
to the Westfield Jaycees, please attend one
of the group’s monthly meetings on the
first Wednesday of each month at a local
restaurant, call (908) 233-3251 or e-mail
jaycees@westfieldnj.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Silver Snowflake,
the annual gift mission sale slated for
Saturday, November 13, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, will offer a wide variety of
international and domestic furniture, lin-
ens, jewelry, glassware, crafts, Christmas
ornaments and toys.

Recently, a new line of Navajo jewelry
to be vended at the Silver Snowflake, was
revealed to the Presbyterian Women.

All merchandise is fair trade and all
proceeds benefit mission projects. The

Coalition for Appalachian Ministry
(CAM) is another of the new product
lines being featured at the sale.

Judy Barker, Coordinator for CAM
Cabin Crafts, will speak at the Presbyte-
rian Women’s Gathering on Thursday,
October 28, at 1 p.m. in the church’s
Assembly Hall.

To learn more about the interdenomina-
tional ministry and to view their authentic
and unique handcrafted items, please attend
the gathering to hear Barker’s presentation
and view a sampling of the CAM crafts.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Barry Rosenberg,
President of the Westfield Community
Band, announced the beginning of a
new era with the ensemble.

“After 25 years of dedication to the
Westfield community,” he said, “Elias
Zareva has stepped down from his post
as maestro of the Westfield Commu-
nity Band.”

After careful consideration, the
band has selected Dr. Thomas
Connors, Director of Instrumental
Music Studies and Assistant Pro-
fessor of Music Education at Kean
University for the past five years, to
pick up the baton as the band’s
maestro.

Connors, a husband and father of
four children, is a resident of Washing-
ton. He holds a Masters of Music de-
gree in Conducting and Wind Litera-
ture from the New England Conserva-
tory and a doctoral degree in Music
Education from Florida State Univer-
sity.

Connors learned of the opening from
members he has performed with in
other ensembles. He noted that the
appeal of working with the Westfield
Community Band is the dedication of
its performers.

“Members of this band are coming
off planes from business trips, trains
from the city and balancing the needs
of job band family, yet they choose to
come to rehearsal every week for their
love of music,” said Connors.

By taking this dedication and talent,
Connors hopes to “continue to chal-
lenge the band both musically and
intellectually and to stretch the ears of
its musicians and audience members in
the music we perform.”

Moving forward, Connors hopes to
create different venues over time for
the band to perform in addition to
their traditional holiday concert and
summer concerts in the park. As part of
the band’s dedication to music, he hopes
to do further outreach with music in
Westfield schools.

The Westfield Community Band is
seeking members of the community
with experience in performing on the

oboe and bassoon, as well as alter-
nates for other positions within the
band.

For more information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Department
at (908) 789-4080.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y -- Four centuries of
Union County history sprang to life
this past weekend at the “Four Centu-
ries in a Weekend” 2004 Heritage Fes-
tival sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

An annual event held during each
third weekend in October, the Heri-
tage Festival offered an opportunity to
visit 23 notable Union County sites,
clustered into five historical areas of
interest and accompanying time peri-
ods.

The clusters included: The Early
Aristocracy (1665-1812), Farm Life
(1686-1840) Revolutionary Front
Lines (1763-1783), Commerce and
Industry (1820-1920) and Victorian
Resorts and Suburbs (1837-1920).

A booklet for self-guided tours de-
tailing the individual locations was
available to those attending the event,
and provided background information
and special attractions available for the
weekend. The American Automobile
Association provided laminated maps
and driving directions.

Elizabeth’s Belcher-Ogden Mansion,
the official residence of Royal Gover-
nor Jonathon Belcher, was one of the
attractions from the Early Aristocracy
cluster. In addition, the residence of
Governor Aaron Ogden, the mansion
featured a collection of antiques, some
of which were used by the two men.

The Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield spotlighted the Farm Life
cluster, giving event-goers the oppor-

tunity to glimpse daily life “on the road
to the mountains” in the 18th century.

The Drake House Museum in
Plainfield, the Osborn Cannonball
House in Scotch Plains and the
Abraham Clark House in Roselle all
made the American Revolutionary War
period come alive.

The stream of visitors was steady at
Rahway’s Merchants and Drovers Tav-
ern, part of the Commerce and Indus-
try Cluster. Built in 1795, the tavern
and stagecoach stop was originally a
house and a store. One of its attractions
is a second floor museum highlighting
tavern life and stagecoach transporta-
tion.

“The Heritage Festival Weekend is
valuable for children because it main-
tains the history of the area and shows
that the county is protecting these sites
for future generations,” explained Wil-
liam Rack of Rahway, President of The
Merchant and Drovers Tavern Mu-
seum Association.

Even a cemetery was included in the
festival. Evergreen Cemetery in Hill-
side, was clustered in the Victorian
Resorts and Suburbs. It contains a plot
devoted to Civil War veterans as well as
the graves of several renowned writers,
including Steven Crane.

All of the historical sites participat-
ing in “Four Centuries in a Weekend”
are preserved by nonprofit organiza-
tions. “Four Centuries in a Weekend”
was funded in part by the New Jersey
Historical Commission, a division of
Cultural Affairs in the Department of
State.
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will be held at the New Jersey Convention and
Expo Center – Raritan Center from Thurs-
day, October 21, to Sunday, October 24.
Craft lovers can find a huge array of unique
decorating needs from such themes as French
and Primitive Country, Shabby Chic, Ameri-
cana, Cottage, Northwest Lodge, traditional
and fine art, Victorian, Southwest, Western
and whimsical. For $7, patrons may visit the
show all weekend long and parking is free. For
driving directions, please visit http://
www.countryfolkart.com/edison_map.html.

* * * * * * *
They’ve been hailed as “the best tribute

band in the world,” and tonight, Thursday,
October 21, AAAAAustralian Pustralian Pustralian Pustralian Pustralian Pink Fink Fink Fink Fink Flololololoyyyyyd d d d d will
perform at Prudential Hall inside the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark
at 7:30 p.m. The classic hits will be accom-
panied by a dazzling light show, video
projections and other spectacular stage
tricks. Tickets are $28 to $38 and may still
be available. For more information, please
call the box office at (888) GO-NJPAC.
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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It appears that the reach of the Mafia has no
bounds. With Shark Tale, in one fell swoop
the mob infiltrates children’s films as well as
underwater life. Next thing we’ll know, Charlie
the Tuna will turn informant.

Oddly enough, the animated spoof of or-
ganized crime, directed by Bibo Bergeron,
Vicky Jenson and Rob Letterman, isn’t half
bad. It’s colorful and has a modicum of wit,
although it seems that most of the jokes are
aimed to please the adult accompaniers rather
than the accompanied.

Still, one has to wonder. Have the creators
of kiddy flicks so run out of ideas that they’ve
rationalized the need for primers to ready our
next generation for The Godfather (1972),
The Godfather, Part II (1974), Goodfellas
(1990) and all that they entail? Certainly
nothing could prepare them for The Godfa-
ther, Part III (1990).

But are we afraid that stories of renegade
mongrels, fantastic sorcerers and fairy prin-
cesses will ill-prepare our tots for the realities
they’ll be facing? Probably not. Producers just
make what they think will bring a profit. They
are great jumpers upon moneymaking band-
wagons. Film critics, on the other hand, have
a habit of reading into things with a vigor only
slightly less venturesome than your Aunt
Josephine’s zeal for interpreting dreams.

In any case, about 13 years from now, viewing
any of the aforementioned Mafioso mementos
on Turner Classic Movies or in a film survey
course at college, it will occur to little Johnny that
he’s seen this in another permutation. If he has
a good professor, his theory will be affirmed. If he
has an idiot for a teacher, it won’t. But then that’s
education for you. Go Johnny go. Truth is, it’s an
old process.

Animated features have long been the in-
troductory ramp to our youth’s dramatic edu-
cation as well as being instrumental in the
fomenting of their social thought. Don’t dis-
count for a second the existential lessons in
Lady and the Tramp (1955) that eventually
facilitated the Chicago Seven’s impact on
national affairs.

But let’s not get carried away. That’s just an
example. Plus, in all fairness there’s a whole
school of thought that says TV’s “Kukla, Fran
and Ollie” was much more influential. If
you’re looking to Shark Tale to create a citi-
zenry who will not only rid the world of
terrorism and its reactionary counterparts,
but also discover a renewable source of free
energy, cast elsewhere. This is inconsequen-
tial fluff with fins.

Not that it doesn’t try … a little. Though,
while perhaps in the name of better under-
standing among social groups, Shark Tale
dabbles a bit too uncomfortably in stereotypes.

Robert De Niro voices Don Lino, the Italian-
American godfather shark obsessed with matters
of succession. While son Frankie (Michael
Imperioli), reminiscent of the gung-ho Sonny
Corleone (James Caan), is hungering to assume
his spot at the top of the food chain, sibling
Lenny (Jack Black) is a lot more like Fredo.

Shame of all shames, the sensitive little shark
is different. As the metaphor has it, he’s a
vegetarian. And thus, when dad gives him no
option but to take his rightful place among the
family carnivores, he seeks an alternative lifestyle.

But before Lenny can realize his liberation,
there’s a freak accident. Frankie is killed. And
this in turn sets off a chain reaction of misun-
derstandings. All of which plays into the status
crazed hands of Oscar, a little fish with big
dreams who toils in a whale wash at the ocean
floor. Bet you didn’t know whales had to be
washed, did you?

Apparently, writer Damian Shannon et al
could think of no less a hackneyed convention
than said cetacean laundry to epitomize the
fish at the less advantaged end of the power
structure. But Will Smith’s comic delivery,
charged with his innate savvy, overrides the
cliché. His spunky Oscar happily transcends
the implication. One of these days, little Oscar’s
ship is going to come in. Flawed as he may be,
overstuffed with hubris, he’s the hero. And
we’re with him.

So is Angie (Renee Zellweger). Overlook-
ing his braggadocio, ostensibly appreciating
his inner fish, the long-suffering cashier at the

whale wash puts up with the darling lug. She
doesn’t even lose faith after he makes it big and
falls head over gills for Lola (Angelina Jolie),
the resident temptress.

Now, understand that Oscar’s skyrocket to
fame and fortune is a fluke, in a manner of
speaking. It comes as a result of Frankie’s death.
You see, only Lenny and Oscar know it was an
accident. To the rest of the marine world, Smith’s
character is now a shark killer to be feared. En-
dorsement offers abound. And in return for being
allowed to hide out among the bottom dwellers,
where he at long last finds happiness dressing up
as a dolphin, the godfather apparent keeps the
code of silence. Don Lino and company presume
the remaining heir lost or worse.

The ins and outs of organized crime proto-
col that follow after the bad boys find a chink
in Oscar’s armor, which then leads to a big sit-
down, will be too convoluted for most tots to
follow. In fact, I know several childlike adults
who are certain to be challenged.

As for the rest of us, who can’t seem to come
away from anything without a philosophical
quandary or two, one is apt to question the
whole children’s film-going ritual. Should it be
just for them, or do the better offerings indeed
take us caretakers of the culture into account?
Well, that depends on your status.

Pardon the bemoaning, but with my toddler
Erin now off to college, half of my reason for
seeing this Piscean parable has now moved on to
the art film circuit. There’s only the consolation
that there are bigger fish to fry. Of course the well
adjusted won’t want to make that much bouil-
labaisse out of it. A lightweight catch, Shark Tale
deserves no more than a quick look before being
tossed back in the drink.

* * * * * * *
Shark TaleShark TaleShark TaleShark TaleShark Tale, rated PG, is a DreamWorks

release directed by Bibo Bergeron, Vicky
Jenson and Rob Letterman and stars the
voices of Will Smith, Robert De Niro and
Renee Zellweger. Running time: 90 minutes.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The music of
Broadway came to Westfield on the
evening of October 13, when the Adult
Enrichment Team of Saint Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church hosted “The
Wisdom of Broadway,” a lecture with
music created and presented by the
Reverend Frank McNulty
of Summit.

A noted teacher, and
author, McNulty, a Ro-
man Catholic priest,
uses music to comple-
ment the Christian mes-
sage that can be applied
to all aspects of life.

The idea for “The Wis-
dom of Broadway” origi-
nated with the priest’s love
of music and the theatre.
He often quoted poems
and the lyrics of songs in
his homilies. Over the
years the program evolved to having
someone sing the words, rather than
McNulty’s merely quoting them.

His first lecture with music was
based upon the music and lyrics of
the Broadway play, Les Miserables.
While he emphasized the theme of
social justice, another minister sang
some of the songs.

“I moved from that approach to a
more general one to include a variety
of music and many more lessons,”
explained McNulty.

Vocalist Beth Rogers and pianist
Phil Mealey assist the priest in pre-
senting “The Wisdom of Broadway.”

“With a singer and a pianist, I do the
same thing, speak of the values found
in music and lyrics,” he continued,
adding that music has a way of moving
the heart and stirring the soul.

Wednesday evening’s performance
included selections from The
Fantastiks, Into the Woods, Carou-

sel and Disney’s Hunchback of Notre
Dame, among others. The evening’s
format alternated between lecture and
song, with McNulty speaking of an
aspect of the human condition, and
Rogers’ full-bodied voice and Mealey’s
accompaniment, illustrating the
priest’s words with music.

One of McNulty’s favorite compos-
ers is Steven Sondheim,
whose words he finds
“challenging.”

McNulty left no topic
unattended and spoke of
distressing subjects such
as 9/11, abortion and the
priests’ sex abuse scandal
as honestly and as openly
as he did about the hap-
piness of love, marriage
and the birth of a baby.

As an encore, Rogers
sang “I Said a Prayer for
You Today,” the popular
prayer set to music by

Westfield composer, Russell Parry, who
was introduced to the audience.

McNulty attended Immaculate
Conception Seminary in Darlington,
and was awarded an S.T.L. (Licenti-
ate in Sacred Theology) and an S.T.D.
(Doctorate in Sacred Theology) from
the Catholic University of America.

He has served as a theology teacher
at Immaculate Conception Seminary
where he taught moral and pastoral
theology. He was the Vicar of Priests for
the Archdiocese of Newark for 10 years
and the pastor of Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament Church in Roseland.

He has extensive experience in teach-
ing as well as giving retreats. McNulty
was chosen by the National Council of
Catholic Bishops to represent the priests
of the United States in an address to
Pope John Paul II in Miami, Fla. on
September 10, 1987. He is the author
of several books and his writing has
appeared in other publications.

Reverend Frank McNultyReverend Frank McNultyReverend Frank McNultyReverend Frank McNultyReverend Frank McNulty

swilling, cigarette-puffing diva named
Joann (Anamaria Llanos-Carrizo). The
song starts out slowly building to a
throbbing intensity.

Sondheim fans will recognize “Be-
ing Alive” as the show’s musical climax.
Then the full ensemble sings a musi-
cally thrilling finale. But don’t expect a
“happy ever after” ending with
Sondheim. It’s never there.

Although his work doesn’t give the
audience “sing along” melodies of
Rogers and Hart, Sondheim always
leaves his audience with questions they
have to answer for themselves.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Company

Midler’s “From a Distance.” Included
was the line, “It’s the drool of hope. It’s
the look of guilt. This is the stance of
every dog,” while the audience joined
in for a chorus of, “Dogs are watching
us!”

All in all, this installment of Coffee
with Conscience offered something for
every age. It was an evening of laugh-
ter, reflection, and warmth, thanks to
the great music and delectable coffee.
Even your dog would approve.
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — The New Jersey Cen-
ter for Visual Arts (NJCVA) in Sum-
mit will hold its sixth annual
Collector’s Evening art sale On Sun-
day, November 20, to benefit the
center’s exhibition and educational
outreach programs. Starting at 7:30
p.m., the event will be held at Kent
Place School, 43 Norwood Avenue in
Summit.

Featuring works by emerging and
established contemporary artists, the
sale will give seasoned art lovers and
beginners the opportunity to add to
or start their own collections. The
sale will continue throughout the
evening.

The event will include a talk, “The
Joy of Collecting,” by Holly Pyne
Connor, Curator of American Art at

the Newark Museum.
Wine, champagne, hors d’oeurves

and desserts will be served. For more
information, please call the NJCVA at
(908) 273-9121.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Despite
their highest scores of the year, the, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Marching Band and Color Guard were
denied any first place trophies at the
Carteret Band Competition on Octo-
ber 17.

West Orange High School domi-
nated the group and the competition
overall, edging the Raiders for top band
by a razor thin 89.5 to 89.1.

Even though they came home empty
handed, Band Director Durand Tho-

mas was still pleased with the effort
overall.

“We did very well today. We’re
looking forward to the challenges
of the next few weeks,” said Tho-
mas.

Beginning with a Central Jersey Re-
gional contest on October 24 at The
College of New Jersey, the band will
embark on some larger competitions,
culminating in the USSBA All-States
Championships at Giants Stadium on
November 13.

Arts degree in Music Education from
Kean University in Union. She com-
pleted her student teaching in the South
Plainfield school district, where she
taught K-8 strings, prepared pupils for
spring concerts, a chamber ensemble
performance and culminated the year
with the All-District Music Festival.

A K-8 strings teacher throughout
Westfield’s elementary schools, she re-
sides in Iselin and enjoys gymnastics,
orchestra and is an avid cheerleader.
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