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Attorney at Law 
Former Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Labor 

• Social Security Disability Appeals 

• Workers Compensation 

• Labor and Employment Law 

Westfield, NJ     North Brunswick, NJ 

(908) 233-9674      (732) 940-9484 
mboydlaw@aol.com 

Mark B. Boyd 

Mayor Martin Marks and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato recently
commented on land use priorities and
initiatives in Scotch Plains.

“Unfortunately, even though
Scotch Plains is essentially a fully
developed community, there are still
pressures for additional building,”
said Mayor Marks. “Much of it is
thrust upon us by state government
guidelines or by state supreme court
Rulings such as Affordable Housing.
It’s frustrating to be constrained by
the rules of higher level of govern-
ment; however, when we do have the
opportunity to limit inappropriate
development, we need to make every
effort to do so.”

Just recently, at the September 28
meeting of the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council, a two acre parcel of
publicly owned land was placed into
the Conservation Zone inventory. The
two acre piece of property is located
off of Crestwood Road and had the
potential, if developed, to yield a new
street with as many as six new homes.
The Conservation Zone concept was
introduced to Scotch Plains by Mayor
Marks in 2000. Once a property is so
designated, no development of any
sort is allowed and the property must
stay in its pristine condition. Scotch
Plains now has four areas designated
as Conservation Zones with more
contemplated for the future.

As a member of the Planning
Board, Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato spearheaded the move to
eliminate Flag Lots from the Scotch
Plains ordinance book.

“We were finding that property
owners that had deep lots but not
enough frontage on the street for

As Election Day approaches,
Scotch Plains Democratic candidates
Andrew Baron for mayor and Bar-
bara Baldasarre for township council
note a significant difference that has
emerged in this campaign.

“The central theme of our platform
has been to bring improvements to Scotch
Plains without increasing the tax burden
of our residents,” Mr. Baron said. “We
have already brought together a volun-

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains GOP

Mayor Martin Marks
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

Scotch Plains Land Use
Accomplishments Cited

two separate lots were allowed to
subdivide their land and create one
lot fronting on the street and one lot
behind with a long driveway leading
to it,” said Councilwoman Coronato.
“This was creating numerous plan-
ning board applications with this flag
lot configuration, and we were getting
homes crammed into areas where there
really shouldn’t be additional devel-
opment. As the mayor said, there are
times that our hands our tied by state
land use guidelines. This was a situa-
tion where we as a municipal govern-
ment were able to take action to limit
inappropriate development.”

Just recently, ground was broken
for an age restricted housing devel-
opment on what was previously
known as the Broadway tract near
Scotch Hills golf course. This area
had become blighted and was often
used for illegal dumping. The town-
ship had received applications for
intensive development such as a
large assisted living facility and also
a project that would have had well
over three hundred town homes. The
township council stood firm and
now this area will have approxi-
mately 50 smaller age-restricted
single family homes that will be
limited to those 55 years of age and
older. Many of our senior residents
who have lived in Scotch Plains for
many years, yet do not want to main-
tain their larger properties, have ex-
pressed quite an interest in these
homes as they will be able to remain
in Scotch Plains in smaller homes
on manageable properties. Addi-
tionally, this development because
it is age-restricted, should have no
impact on our school system.

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains DEMs

Andrew Baron for Mayor
Barbara Baldasarre for Council

Vow of Improvements
Without Tax Burden

teer tax and budget advisory board to
review our budget process. This will
ensure greater citizen participation in
the choice of discretionary spending and
more accurately track expenditures.
Regarding our downtown business dis-
trict, we have proposed using the re-
sources of our New Jersey universities to
help in planning and management, rather
than expensive paid professionals.”

“Time after time, the current Re-
publican administration has looked
to an additional tax to attack prob-
lems,” Mrs. Baldasarre said. “Last
year the council imposed the highest
municipal tax increase in the history
of Scotch Plains and Mayor Martin
Marks recommended a new munici-
pal income tax as a solution. This
year, the only proposal which the
Republicans considered to improve
our downtown would have required
an additional tax on the business prop-
erty owners, on top of last year’s
record high property tax increase.”

A lack of strategic planning has
been a fundamental cause of increased
expenses. This year, the township
council voted to borrow $1.75 mil-
lion dollars to replace equipment. In
addition, the council proposes spend-
ing over $1 million to make repairs to
the neglected municipal building, li-
brary and public works building. It
will cost taxpayers $70,000 to realize
the full extent of the problem, before
any repairs are actually done. The
township spent thousands of dollars
on a consultant’s report for the im-
provement of our downtown, and still
several years later it has done little
more than collect dust on the shelf.

Mr. Baron and Mrs. Baldasarre be-
lieve that a wise use of resources and
planning can bring improvements and
solutions without the tax cost we have
seen in the past.

“We are eager to serve the residents
of Scotch Plains and look forward to
your support,” the candidates said.

Twp. Seeks Resident
Input on Block Grants
SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Mar-

tin Marks has announced a public
hearing will be held on the HUD
Revenue Sharing Block Grant, XXXI
Year funding on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 27, in Room 202 at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains at 7:30 p.m.

“We are attempting to set our own
priorities and want to know how our
own citizens feel the county allocation
should be spent,” said Mayor Marks.

Scotch Plains has benefited from
Community Development funds since
1975 amounting to over $3,750,000. It
is expected that approximately
$6,000,000 will be available to Union
County for XXXI Year funding.

The hearing will be chaired by Tho-
mas Douress, Robert Johnston, Philip
Schick and Joseph Duff, official del-
egates to the Revenue Sharing Commit-
tee. All projects must have a 2/3 majority
of the total committee membership ap-
proval in order to become reality.

Application for projects will be
available at township hall and in-
clude complete instructions concern-
ing project eligibility.

Projects funded throughout the 19
member municipalities includes: hous-
ing rehabilitation, neighborhood pres-
ervation, code enforcement, senior citi-
zens facilities, child care facilities, and
various social service programs.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A COUPLE OF YO-YOS...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, left, stopped in to show
The Westfield Leader and The Times staff the Yo-Yo Waterballs that the State
Assembly is proposing to ban. Assemblyman Bramnick told The Leader and The
Times that the yo-yo balls have caused eye injuries and contain an unidentifiable
liquid. Advertising Director Fred Lecomte, right, and Assemblyman Bramnick
spent time examining and testing the yo-yos.

PBA to Host 10th
Annual Golf Outing

WESTFIELD – The Westfield PBA
#90 is sponsoring a golf outing on
Monday, October 25 at Echo Lake
Country Club.

The day begins at 11 a.m. and in-
cludes lunch, golf, cocktails and din-
ner. Each golfer will also receive a
10th Anniversary PBA Blanket and
first aid kit.

Spots are available for foursomes
at a cost of $1,100 and individuals at
a cost of $275.

LaMarque Furs and Thomas Lin-
coln Mercury are sponsoring Hole in
Ones, and Michael Kohn Jewelers is
also sponsoring the gift of a watch.
Other sponsorships are also available.

Checks can be made payable to
Westfield P.B.A. #90, Attn: Golf Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 276, Westfield, NJ
07091.

For more information contact Golf
Chairman Michael Patrick at (908)
241-9300 or State Delegate John
Cuzzo at (908) 789-6068.

October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month and with domestic
violence being the 2nd most reported
crime in Union County. It seemed
appropriate to get some information
out there regarding this issue.

The New Jersey Domestic Violence
Fatality Review Board was established
by executive order in March of 2000. Its
purpose was to study fatalities in NJ
that were a direct result of domestic
violence in order to identify strategies
for improving our state’s response to
this problem. What made the study
interesting was that the research team
studied 67 cases of murder-suicide and
determined that these 67 cases actually
produced 145 fatalities over a 5-year
period from 1994 thru 1999. Besides
the 67 homicides and 67 suicides, there
were also 11 other fatalities associated
with these cases including a respond-
ing police officer, seven other friends
and family members, two children of
victims and a caregiver. Currently, 15
percent of homicides in New Jersey are
domestic violence related. These are
sobering facts coupled with the statistic
that one in five women will experience
a domestic violence incident in their
lifetime and that recently there have
been several high profile cases in Union
County. It appears that domestic vio-
lence has the capability of touching
every resident’s life in someway. We
may be the abused, we may have a
victim in our family such as a sister or
daughter, it may be a neighbor, perhaps
our child’s teacher or scout leader.
Unless someone tells you their story or
hints in conversation of their plight,
you probably wouldn’t allow the possi-
bility to cross your mind. Domestic
violence has been the nasty hidden
secret of our society that “good people”
don’t acknowledge and many victims
still deny.

Several laws have been passed in
New Jersey since 1982. Some in-
tended to protect victims such as the
stalking laws and others dealt with
the gathering of data from police de-
partments and prosecutors so we can
learn how to combat these crimes.
And just two weeks ago, the New
Jersey Department of Consumer Af-
fairs announced that over $1 million
was being distributed to battered
women’s shelters as well as transi-
tional housing programs – evidence
that some of our tax dollars are being
well spent.

Union County, sad to say, is lag-
ging behind. For starters I have been
hard pressed to locate a freeholder
resolution declaring October, Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month. Sec-
ond, financial support to the Battered
Women’s Shelter and their related
programs has continued to be sparse,
less than $10,000 per year in the past

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

County Lax in Efforts to
Combat Domestic Violence

few years and only about $400 this
year. This is a worthy cause to sup-
port, a program that helps people
empower themselves to take control
of their lives while developing “safety
plans” to keep themselves and their
children alive and well. As illustrated,
surviving domestic violence can be a
life or death matter. Why has so little
money been appropriated for domes-
tic violence, a very real “quality of
life” issue. Why is so much spent for
non-essentials?

Somehow, our county government
has lost its way and forgotten that its
purpose is to ensure the health and
safety of the citizens. When the free-
holder board gets it’s priorities back
where they should be and finally sup-
ports worthy programs, which actu-
ally help people, than they will truly
be “Connected to you.”

The team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson ask for your support on Tues-
day, November 2. Elect us to the free-
holder board so we can cut wasteful
spending and bring to the citizens of
Union County programs that will en-
sure their mental and physical health
and safety. Please visit our website at
www.unioncountygop.org or call (908)
789-0200. We welcome your inquires.

A candidate for Union County Free-
holder, Mrs. Quattrocchi is survivor
of domestic violence and until re-
cently was the team leader of a union
county regional domestic violence
response team. Visit your local police
department to obtain information on
what you can do to join in the effort to
combat domestic violence.

GRAND
OPENING

Are you ready for a fun, new
experience in men’s haircutting?

Why not get your haircut at

“THE BEACH”

SPECIAL
MEN’S

HAIRCUT

$7.95 - KIDS / SENIORS
ENTER TO WIN TICKETS - NJ NETS VS.
MIAMI (WITH SHAQ) - HOME OPENER!!

RT.22 WEST - SCOTCH PLAINS
(NEAR J&J BILLIARDS & McDONALDS)

908-322-HAIR (4247)

895$




